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Iraqi forces battle ISIS 
militants in western 
town, far from Mosul

BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraqi 
forces, backed by U.S.-led 
coalition airstrikes, battled Islamic 
State militants for a third day on 
Tuesday in a remote western town, 
hundreds of miles to the south of 
the operation to retake Mosul, U.S. 
and Iraqi officials said.

The clashes underway in Rutba, 
in Iraq’s western Anbar province, 
are apparently part of the extremist 
group’s tactics to divert attention 
— as well as Iraqi and coalition 
resources — from the battle to 
retake Mosul from Islamic State 
militants.

“Fighting is ongoing in Rutba, 
which is still contested,” said Col. 
John Dorrian, a spokesman for the 
U.S.-led coalition.

“The coalition continues 
conducting strikes to support the 
Iraqi security forces’ response 
efforts, including one against a 
Daesh convoy that was attempting 
to flee the area,” he added, 
referring to IS by an Arabic 
acronym.

Brig. Gen. Yahya Rasool, an 
Iraqi military spokesman, said the 
situation was under control and 
there were no IS fighters in the 
town. But Rajeh Barakat, an Anbar 
provincial councilman who sits 
on the security committee, said IS 
fighters were still clashing with 
security forces in two southern 
neighborhoods of Rutba.

Threatened in Mosul, 
Islamic State uses 
alternative tactics

BAGHDAD (AP) — Dozens 
of Islamic State fighters struck at 
dawn, storming government and 
security compounds in and around 
the northern Iraqi city of Kirkuk 
last week, in a coordinated assault 
more than 100 miles from the front 
lines of the Mosul offensive.

Over the last two years, 
the extremists have adopted 
innovative tactics and launched 
diversionary attacks along the 
amoeba-like frontiers of their 
self-styled caliphate, and many 
now fear they have more surprises 
in store as Iraqi forces close in on 
Mosul, the militants’ last urban 

bastion in the country.
The Kirkuk assault was carried 

out by more than 50 militants who 
may have been part of so-called 
sleeper cells. They struck targets in 
and around the city, pinning down 
Kurdish security forces for two 
days and killing at least 80 people. 
A similar attack was launched 
on the western town of Rutba, 
hundreds of miles from Mosul, 
over the weekend.

Here is a look at some of 
the other tactics the group may 
employ.

How autism in girls 
may help reveal the 
disorder’s secrets

CHICAGO (AP) — Think 
autism and an image of an 
awkward boy typically emerges, 
but the way autism strikes 
girls — or doesn’t — may help 
reveal some of the developmental 
disorder’s frustrating secrets.

Autism is at least four times 
more common in boys, but 
scientists taking a closer look 
are finding some gender-based 
surprises: Many girls with autism 

have social skills that can mask the 
condition. And some girls do not 
show symptoms of autism even 
when they have the same genetic 
mutations seen in boys with the 
condition.

“Autism may not be the same 
thing in boys and girls,” said Kevin 
Pelphrey, an autism researcher at 
George Washington University.

The causes of autism aren’t 
known. Genetic mutations are 
thought to play a role, and outside 
factors including older parents and 
premature birth also have been 
implicated. But the gender effect is 
now a hot topic in autism research 
and one that could lead to new 
ways of diagnosing and treating a 
condition that affects at least 1 in 
68 U.S. children.

Anger still flares after 
judge OKs Volkswagen 
emissions deal

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — A 
federal judge approved the largest 
auto-scandal settlement in U.S. 
history Tuesday, giving nearly a 
half-million Volkswagen owners 
and leaseholders the choice 

between selling their cars back or 
having them repaired so they don’t 
cheat on emissions tests and spew 
excess pollution.

U.S. District Judge Charles 
Breyer said the nearly $15 billion 
deal “adequately and fairly” 
compensates consumers and gets 
the polluting vehicles off the road 
as soon as possible.

The German automaker 
acknowledged last year that about 
475,000 Volkswagens and Audis 
with 2-liter, four-cylinder diesel 
engines were programmed to cheat 
on emissions tests.

Under the agreement, owners 
can choose to have Volkswagen 
buy back their vehicle regardless 
of its condition for the full trade-in 
price on Sept. 18, 2015, when the 
scandal broke, or pay for repairs. 
Either way, Volkswagen also will 
pay owners $5,100 to $10,000, 
depending on the age of the car and 
whether the owner had it prior to 
Sept. 18 of last year.

Volkswagen has agreed to spend 
up to $10 billion compensating 
consumers and could start buying 
back the cars as early as next 
month. Regulators have not 
approved any fixes.

CHAMBER EVENTS 
 

Chamber Business Connec on  
Nookies Hermiston Brewing  

Every Tuesday at 8:30am  KOHU 1360am 
 

Leadership Hermiston Class 20 
Tuesday, Nov. 8th 7:30am 

 

Chamber Ambassadors 
Wednesday, Nov. 9th  7:15am 

The Pheasant Blue Collar Bar & Grill 
 

La no Business Network 
Wednesday, Nov. 9th 9:00am 

 

Veteran’s Day Breakfast 
Wednesday, Nov. 11th 8:00am 

 
Grand Opening & Ribbon Cu ng 

ISU The Stra on Agency 
Thursday, Nov. 17th  5:30pm 

1565 N. 1st  Suite 10, Hermiston 
 

Business to Business Luncheon 
Tuesday, Nov. 22n 11:45 am 

 

NEW MEMBERS 

Echo Ridge Cellars 
551 N. Thielsen St. 

Echo, OR 
541-376-8100 

echoridgecellars.com 

Ordnance Brewing 
405 N. Olson Rd. 
Boardman, OR 
541-481-2231 

ordnancebrewing.com 

Lula Roe Lela Lo us 
Hermiston, OR 
541-922-7130 

lularoelelalo us@gmail.com 

 

G4S Secure Solu ons 
4304 W. 24th Ave., Ste 130 

Kennewick, WA 
509-572-2687 

g4s.us 
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Become part of the Keep It Local Shell 

by calling Jeanne Jewett at 541-564-4531 

or Audra Workman at 541-564-4538.

 ELM ER'S
 IRRIG ATIO N , IN C.

 Hwy 395 • Hermiston
 541-567-5572

 " Proudly serving & investing in 

 the future of our communities "
 Hermiston’s Best Value in all Eyewear

 541-567-3790 • 541-567-3791 fax
 1045 N. 1st • Hermiston, OR

 ~MARCIA LAMBERT~
 www.affordablefamilyeyewear.com

 AFFORDABLE 
     FAMILY
       EYEWEAR
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541.567.8073
53 W Beebe Ave, Hermiston, OR

Since 1985

 541-567-6562
 182 E. Main • Hermiston

 Complete Collection Service

 Tim Mabry
 President

 461 E. Main
 Hermiston, OR 97838

 (541)289-9107
 www.creditsinc.com

 Licensed • Bonded
 No Collection • No Fee

 CAROLLEEN 
 LOVELL

 Certified Public Accountant, LLC

 541-567-1780
 www.carolleenlovell.com

 635 SE 4th St. • PO Box 747
 Hermiston, OR 97838

 Complete Collection Service

 Tim Mabry
 President

 461 E. Main
 Hermiston, OR 97838

 (541)289-9107
 www.creditsinc.com

 Licensed • Bonded
 No Collection • No Fee

 Custom e r  Se rvice
  Is Our  #1 P r ior ity!

 541-567-3781 • 1-800-238-1223
 905 Diagonal • Hermiston

 www.osokleen.com

 HOME • COMMERCIAL
 24 HOUR EMERGENCY

 GIVE BACK TO YOUR 
 COMMUNITY!

Shop Local. Save Money.

400 NE Eldrige Dr.

Boardman, OR 97818

541-481-2220

750 W. Elm St.

Hermiston, OR 97838

541-567-6414

For Details Visit:

www.umatillaelectric.com

 • Temporary Staffing Services • Recruiting
 • Human Resource Management

 • Risk Management • Payroll Administration 
 • Worker’s Comp Insurance

 1055 S. Hwy 395, Ste 333 • Hermiston, OR
 (541) 567-9670 • Fax (541) 567-4427

 WWW.BARRETTBUSINESS.COM

 251 NE Eldridge Drive, Boardman, OR 
 (541) 481-2666 • Fax (541) 481-2239


