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PUC recommends
more taxpayer-funded
solar incentives

By CLAIRE WITHYCOMBE
Capital Bureau

SALEM — The state’s public
utility commission has recom-
mended the Legislature consider
adopting taxpayer-funded incentive
programs for solar energy projects.

The PUC spent the past few
months evaluating and gathering
input on the state’s solar incentive
programs, and voted Tuesday to
pass along the substance of its
recommendations to the Legislature.

The state already has several
taxpayer-funded programs intended
to encourage the development of

tax credit, according to the report.

A joint interim legislative
committee is currently conducting
a review of the Oregon Department
of Energy, which has faced intense
scrutiny in the wake of the trou-
bled Business Energy Tax Credit
program. That program ended in
2014.

In light of the Department of
Energy review, the PUC did not offer
specific recommendations on what
form taxpayer incentives should
take, but that the Legislature should
study continuing an exemption on
property taxes for people who have
their own solar photovoltaic (PV)

TRIAL: Closing arguments for other defendants on Wednesday

Continued from 1A

The exception was Bundy, who
backed his chair away from the
defense table, swiveled to the left
and looked at Knight and the jury
for two hours.

Bundy’s  attorney, Marcus
Mumford, followed Knight,
delivering a four-hour argument
that included civics-related quotes
from former president Woodrow
Wilson, former U.S. Supreme
Court Justice Potter Stewart and
other figures from the past.

Mumford said Bundy and his
fellow occupiers made a peaceful
stand — but a determined one —
against what they saw as federal
government overreach in the pros-
ecution of Harney County ranchers
Dwight and Steven Hammond.

“The problem wasn’t with
the employees,” Mumford said.
“It was with their employer, the

solar energy projects. Some of those ~ arrays. federal government. It won’t
incentives are scheduled to sunset An array or other renewable respect its limits.”
soon. energy system can increase a home’s Mumford reiterated many

Another handful of ratepay-
er-funded programs are paid for only
by customers of specific utilities.

The report states that if the
Legislature “wants to capture the
full social and economic devel-
opment benefits” of systems that
convert solar energy into electricity,
that taxpayer-funded incentives
— programs that all Oregonians,
regardless of utility provider, pay
for and reap the benefits of — are
the way to go.

The PUC released two prelimi-
nary drafts of the report — required
by legislation in 2015 — earlier this
year.

Solar companies had objected
to the PUC’s initial description in
an early draft of the solar energy
landscape in Oregon as “robust.”

Jeff Bissonnette, the executive
director of the Oregon Solar Energy
Industries  Association, said in
public comments Tuesday the final
draft was an improvement from
initial drafts.

He said that solar energy was still
an emerging industry and that he
hoped the demand for solar energy
in Oregon would remain stable. He
added that his group was preparing
an Oregon-specific solar business
plan to evaluate the future potential
of solar energy.

The commission noted in its final
report that it’s difficult to calculate
the benefits and costs of each incen-
tive program designed to encourage
solar energy development, as
projects or individual customers
are often eligible for more than one
incentive program.

Oregonians who benefit from
any of the state’s incentives can still
receive a federal solar investment

value, but since 2011, the state has
allowed property tax assessments to
leave out any increase in property
value resulting from the installation
of a solar PV system. Currently that
exemption is scheduled to run out in
2018.

The commission also recom-
mended legislators look at creating
taxpayer-supported programs that
incentivize residential and small
commercial solar developments.

The second recommendation in
the PUC’s report is tied into another
piece of legislation that laid out
requirements for how much of the
state’s energy should come from
small-scale solar energy projects.

That legislation, Oregon SB
1547, also known as the coal-to-
clean bill, required electric compa-
nies credit owners or subscribers
to so-called community solar
projects in such a way that reflects
the value that solar energy provides
the electricity grid, a concept called
“resource value.”

The PUC is in the process of
determining that value. After that,
the PUC plans to evaluate what
the benefits and costs of using that
resource value-driven methodology
would be, according to the report.

Finally, the PUC also recom-
mended that the Energy Trust of
Oregon, which administers a solar
electricity program paid for by a
portion of public purpose charges
on Portland General Electric and
Pacificorp bills, should modify its
use of those funds to support high-
value projects that provide “unique
benefits” to the utility system.

An example of a unique benefit
would be a project that improves
reliability, according to the report.

points that Bundy made when he
testified for three days earlier this
month, including that the presence

“The problem wasn’t with the employees.
It was with their employer, the federal

government. It won't respect its limits.”
— Marcus Mumford, Ammon Bundy’s attorney

of firearms ensured the protest
wouldn’t be immediately stormed
by armed federal agents.

The lawyer said the plan was
to take ownership of the refuge by
adverse possession, occupying it
for years and then turning it over
to local officials.

Mumford said Bundy expected
government officials to dispute the
claim, and that would force them
to prove in court they have proper
title to the land.

As part of that effort, Mumford
said, the protesters made improve-
ments to the refuge and didn’t
trash the place as the government
claims.

He displayed a photo of an
occupier with a broom, suppos-
edly sweeping up rat feces that
government workers had allowed
to build over time.

“Is it a conspiracy to clean up
rat poop?” Mumford asked. “Or it
is responsible.”

Knight said in his argument that
the plan to stake a claim through
adverse possession proves there
was a conspiracy.

The prosecutor said the
conspiracy started two months
before the armed takeover, when
Bundy and another out-of-state
activist met with Harney County
Sheriff Dave Ward and vowed there
would be civil unrest if the sherift
didn’t protect the Hammonds from
returning to prison.

Lawyers for the other six
defendants will present their
closing arguments Wednesday.
One defendant, Ammon Bundy’s
older brother Ryan, is acting as his
own attorney. He plans to address
the jury for an hour.

Recreational pot sales
reach $160M in 2016

EUGENE (AP) — Marijuana
dispensaries have sold more
than $160 million worth of
recreational marijuana so far in
2016.

The Register-Guard reports
that according to sales tax figures
released Monday by the state
Department of Revenue, more
than $160 million worth of pot
was sold in the first nine months
of the year, bringing in $40.2
million in sales tax payments.

State-regulated medical
marijuana dispensaries charge a
25 percent sales tax to customers
for recreational marijuana
products.

The figures come weeks
after the Oregon Liquor Control
Commission licensed the first
retailers in its recreational
marijuana program. Those
retailers charge a 17 percent
state sales tax for all recreational
marijuana products.

Medical dispensaries must
become licensed with the OLCC
if they want to continue to sell
recreational pot in 2017.

BRIEFLY

Wildlife groups offer
$20K for information

on wolf’s death

BEND (AP) — Wildlife
groups are offering $20,000 for
information about a female wolf
found dead in Oregon.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service described the wolf’s death
as an illegal killing of an animal
from an endangered species.

The agency is offering $5,000
for information.

The Center for Biological
Diversity is also offering $10,000
for information.

The Humane Society of the
United States is offering another
$5,000.

The 3-year-old gray wolf
known as OR 28 was originally
from the Mount Emily pack and
was part of the newly forming
Silver Lake pack.

She gave birth to a pup earlier
this year. Her body was found in
northwest Lake County.

USFWS would not reveal how
the wolf died or other details.

The agency is performing a
necropsy on OR 28.

Some workers at
Hanford exposed to

radioactive waste

RICHLAND, Wash.

(AP) — Some workers at a
Hanford Nuclear Reservation
tank farm have had their skin
contaminated with low levels of
radioactive waste.

The incident occurred
Tuesday morning.

The Tri-City Herald reports
the workers were in a pit
at the AX Tank Farm when
contamination was detected in
the pit.

They backed out of the area,
but a survey found low levels
of radioactive contamination on
their skin.

Equipment is being installed
in the AX Tank Farm to allow
waste to be emptied from
leak-prone, underground nuclear
waste storage tanks.

Hanford for decades
made plutonium for nuclear
weapons and now is cleaning
up a vast quantity of
radioactive waste from that
work.
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any time at the coast, in the afternoon
elsewhere.

Pleasant and warmer in central parts; pleas-
ant at the coast.

Forecasts and graphics provided by
AccuWeather, Inc. ©2016

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain,
sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.



