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Something 1s happening: Bob Dylan wins Nobel 1n literature

NEW YORK (AP)—Bob
Dylan, Nobel laureate. In
the book world’s equivalent
of a Supreme Court ruling,
the Nobel judges declared
Thursday that Dylan is not
just a rock star but a poet of
the very highest order.

Dylan, 75, becomes the
first musician in the 115-year
history of the Nobel to win
the prize in literature. He was
honored for “having created
new  poetic  expressions
within the great American
song tradition.”

It is the ultimate ascen-
sion for the man who set off
a lasting debate over whether
lyrics, especially rock lyrics,
can be regarded as art. Dylan,
who gave the world “Like
a Rolling Stone,” “Blowin’
in the Wind” and dozens
of other standards, now
finds himself on a list that
includes Samuel Beckett,
Toni Morrison and T.S. Eliot,
whom Dylan referred to in
his epic song ‘“Desolation
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In this 2012 file photo, Bob Dylan performs in Los Angeles.

Row.”

“Congratulations to one
of my favorite poets, Bob
Dylan, on a well-deserved
Nobel,” tweeted President
Barack Obama, who in 2012
presented the singer-song-
writer with a Presidential
Medal of Freedom.

Dylan rarely gives inter-
views, and a representative
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video shows Donald Trump
saying these words: “You
know, I’'m automatically
attracted to beautiful
(women) — I just start
kissing them. It’s like a
magnet. Just kiss. [ don’t
even wait. And when you’re
a star, they let you do it. You
can do anything. ... Grab
them by the p—-y. You can
do anything.”

He has since defended his
comments as “locker-room
talk.”

This is what the actions
he described look like
outside a locker room.

Writer, director and actor
Amber Tamblyn posted
her story on Instagram last
week. She described a scene
involving an ex-boyfriend
who found her in a club,
where she was with her
girlfriends.

“He’s a big guy, taller
than me. The minute he
saw me, he picked me up
with one hand by my hair
and with his other hand, he
grabbed me under my skirt
by my vagina — my

p—-y? — and lifted me
up off the floor, literally, and
carried me, like something
he owned, like a piece of
trash, out of the club. His
fingers were practically
inside of me, his other hand
wrapped tightly around my
hair. I screamed and kicked
and cried. He carried me
this way, suspended by his
hands, all the way across
the room, pushing past
people until he got to the
front door ... That part of
my body, which the current
Presidential Nominee of
the United States Donald
Trump recently described as
something he’d like to grab a
woman by, was bruised from
my ex-boyfriend’s violence
for at least the next week.”

Jennifer Conti, an
ob-gyn, shared her own
experience in an essay
published on Slate. When
she was 10 years old, a
grown man reached between
her legs and squeezed.

“I was at a local toy store.
My father was in the next
aisle and heard me scream.
The man got away, but
the memory of this event
has stayed with me ever
since. ... These memories
lie dormant for most of
the time, tucked away in a
place I choose consciously
not to acknowledge. But
the Taser I own, the keys |
keep clutched between my
knuckles when walking
alone, and the fear I feel
for my own daughter are
testaments to how you can
never truly erase this kind of
violation.”

After the “Trump tapes”
were released, Canadian
writer Kelly Oxford began

“Women have tweeted me
sexual assault stories for 14
hours straight. Minimum 50
per minute. harrowing. do
not ignore.” Many used the
hashtag #notokay.

Millions of people have
had visceral reactions to the
laughing and lewd talk on
that video, partly because it
makes them relive a moment
when they’ve been bullied,
humiliated or violated in
some way.

An NBC/WSJ poll taken
soon after the release of the
tapes, but before the second
presidential debate, revealed
some interesting context.
Prior to the video release on
Oct. 7, 45 percent of likely
men voters said they did
not think Trump respects
women. That number
jumped 10 points to 55
percent after the recording
became public.

The majority of men
recognized it for what it
is. You don’t have to be
a husband, a father or a
brother of a woman to
condemn sexual violence.

Only 31 percent of
voters said Trump’s
comments about women
were “inappropriate, but
typical of how some men
talk in private with other
men,” according to the
survey. So, if you commonly
hear talk or jokes about
assaulting women, you
are in the minority. If you
defend predatory remarks
about women, you reveal
far more than your political
affiliations.

In a 2010 survey, the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention found that 44
percent of U.S. women have
experienced sexual violence
victimization other than rape
at some point in their lives,
and nearly one in five has
been raped.

Women are constantly
fighting for their own bodily
integrity, but we are not
the only victims of sexual
violence. Boys and men
are sexually abused and
assaulted, as well.

Our bodies are not
objects for anyone to
grab. Not if they are more
powerful, not if they are
wealthy and not if they are
bigger.

A friend — a 63-year-old
man who has heard his share
of lewd talk among friends
— reminded me that this is a
message that transcends this
brutally divisive election:
Consent is a human right.

]

Aisha Sultan is a St.
Louis-based journalist who
studies parenting in the
digital age while trying to
keep up with her tech-savvy
children. Find her on
Twitter: @Aishas.

said the star had no imme-
diate comment. He is on tour
and was scheduled to play
in Las Vegas on Thursday
night.

The startling announce-
ment out of Stockholm was
met with both euphoria and
dismay.

Many  fans  already
quote Dylan as if he were
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Shakespeare,  there  are
entire college courses and
scholarly volumes devoted
to his songs, and judges work
Dylan quotations into their
legal opinions all the time,
such as “The times they are
a-changing” and “You don’t
need a weatherman to know
which way the wind blows.”

Some lamented a lost
moment for books.

“An ill-conceived
nostalgia award wrenched
from the rancid prostates of
senile, gibbering hippies,”
wrote “Trainspotting”
novelist  Irvine  Welsh.
“l totally get the Nobel
committee,” tweeted author
Gary Shteyngart. “Reading
books is hard.” The Vatican

newspaper  L’'Osservatore
Romano said some “real
writers”  probably aren’t
pleased.
But  several leading
authors praised the news.
Nobel laureate  Toni

Morrison said in a statement

that she was pleased and that
Dylan was “an impressive
choice.”

Salman Rushdie, who
has written songs with U2’s
Bono, tweeted that Dylan
is “the brilliant inheritor of
the bardic tradition. Great
choice.” Perennial Nobel
candidate Joyce Carol Oates
tweeted that “his haunting
music & lyrics have always
seemed, in the deepest sense,
literary.”

Dylan’s award also was
welcomed by a venerable
literary ~ organization, the
Academy of American Poets.

“Bob Dylan receiving
the Nobel Prize in literature
acknowledges the impor-
tance of literature’s oral
tradition, and the fact that
literature and poetry exists in
culture in multiple modes,”
executive director Jennifer
Benka said in a statement.

Critics can argue whether
“Visions of Johanna” is
as literary as “Waiting

10 Am | 10:30 | 11 Am | 11:30

for Godot,” but Dylan’s
stature among musicians is
unchallenged. He is the most
influential songwriter of his
time, who brought a new
depth, range and complexity
to rock lyrics and freed
Bruce Springsteen, Joni
Mitchell and countless other
artists to break out from the
once-narrow boundaries of
love and dance songs.

Dylan already was the
only rock star to receive a
Pulitzer Prize (an honorary
one), and is, in fact, an author,
too: He was nominated for
a National Book Critics
Circle prize for his memoir,
“Chronicles: Volume One.”

Dylan’s life has been a
hybrid of popular and literary
influences.

A native of Duluth,
Minnesota, he worshipped
Elvis Presley and James
Dean as a boy, but also read
voraciously and seemed to
absorb virtually every style
of American music.
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