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FRIDAY, OCT. 7

FRIENDS OF THE UMATILLA
LIBRARY BOOK SALE, all day,
700 Sixth St., Umatilla. All you can
stuff in a bag for $1. Runs through
Oct. 15. (541-922-5704).

FREE FIRST FRIDAY, all day,
Tamastslikt Cultural Institute, 47106
Wildhorse Blvd. (off Highway 331
near Wildhorse Resort & Casino),
Pendleton. (541-966-9748).

ADULT OPEN GYM, 6-7 a.m.,
Pendleton Recreation Center, 510
S.W. Dorion Ave. Half-court bas-
ketball. (541-276-8100).

WALKING FOR WELLNESS,
8:30-9:30 a.m., Pendleton Recre-
ation Center, 510 S.W. Dorion Ave.
(541-276-8100).

FALL QUILT SHOW, 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m., Boardman Senior Center,
100 Tatone St. Quilt display, fabric
and supply vendors, tips and ex-
amples from featured quilter Kathy
Hyder, hourly door prizes and quilt
raffle. Lunch and pie available for
purchase. Admission $3.

PENDLETON FRIENDS OF
THE LIBRARY BOOK SALE, 10
a.m. to 8 p.m., Pendleton Con-
vention Center, 1601 Westgate.
A wide selection of hardback and
paperback books, DVDs, books on
tape, magazines and more. Mem-
berships can be purchased at the
door. (541-966-0380).

STORY TIME, 10:15-11 a.m.,
Hermiston Public Library, 235 E.
Gladys Ave. (541-567-2882).

TODDLER STORY TIME,
10:15-10:45 a.m., Pendleton Public
Library, 502 S.W. Dorion Ave. (541-
966-0380).

PENDLETON SENIOR MEAL
SERVICE, 12 noon, Pendleton Se-
nior Center, 510 S.W. 10th St. Costs
$3.50 or $6 for those under 60.
Pool, puzzles, crafts, snacks, Sec-
ond Time Around thrift store 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m. For Meals On Wheels, call
541-276-1926. (541-276-7101).

STORY & CRAFT TIME, 2
p.m., Echo Public Library, 20 Bo-
nanza St.

AFTER SCHOOL STORY
TIME, 4 p.m., Pendleton Public Li-
brary, 502 S.W. Dorion Ave. Older
siblings welcome. (541-966-0380).

PENDLETON FARMERS
MARKET, 4 p.m. to dusk, 300
block South Main Street, Pendle-
ton. Browse fresh produce, meats,
baked goods and plants, locally
crafted jewelry and items for the
home. EBT, debit and credit cards
welcome. (pendletonfarmersmar-
ket.net).

CMEO BLOCK PARTY, 4:30
p.m., 400 block Main Street, Pend-
leton. Celebrate 20 years of the
Children’s Museum with family
games, food and a beer garden
provided by Great Pacific Wine &
Coffee Co., Live music with Dakota
Brown at 5:30 p.m., and a special
intermission at 6:15 p.m. to recog-
nize key members instrumental in
getting the museum off the ground.
Free admission. (541-276-1066).

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE VIC-
TIMS REMEMBRANCE EVENT,
5 p.m., Tienda El Sol I, 203 S.W.
Kinkade Ave., Boardman. A can-
dle-lighting ceremony, followed by
refreshments. (541-276-3322).

SUSAN HAWLEY BENEFIT

University
students walk
away from bigotry

earning to
respond to
offensive

— even hateful —
speech should be
part of the college
experience.

The first column

provocative or
pedestrian, to critical
inquiry.”

It’s through civil
engagement that truth
emerges, he argued.

Now, every
institution has its

I ever wrote for my AISHA sacrosanct issues
college newspaper Surtan | off the table for
was to protest a parents Talk Back | public discussion.
speaker who’d been For example, SLU
invited to present did not extend the

“the other side” about the
war in Bosnia, which in
the ‘90s was as terrible a
mess as Syria is now. He
was a defender of then-
Serbian president Slobodan
Milosevic, who was later
indicted for genocide and
war crimes in the Balkan
war.

[ was horrified that the
university was giving a
platform to propaganda
being used to carry out ethnic
cleansing. My column said
as much, and I got my first
lesson in public pushback
from the fraternity hosting
the speaker. I decided to
attend the lecture; my disgust
was justified when the
speaker said the Breadline
Massacre, which had killed
scores of innocent civilians
in a market, had been
staged to create worldwide
sympathy for the victims.

It didn’t occur to me to
boycott or stage a protest
since I’ve long believed in
the disinfecting power of
sunshine coupled with the
power of the pen.

A recent response
by students at St. Louis
University demonstrated
another effective approach.

Months ago, SLU’s
College Republicans invited
Allen West, a former
congressman, retired
lieutenant colonel and
provocateur, to speak on
foreign policy. As part of
the process of bringing a
speaker to campus, the group
submitted flyers to advertise
the event. When those
flyers indicated a talk about
“radical Islam,” university
officials asked them to stick
to the proposal they had
originally pitched and gotten
approved.

West threw an online fit
soon after in response. His
post on his personal website
said that he was being
censored. He slandered the
Muslim Student Association
(MSA) as a “stealth jihad
radical Islamic campus
organization” connected to
the Muslim Brotherhood.

Members of the MSA
at SLU met with university
officials and the College
Republicans to explain how
his baseless lies smeared
them and added fuel to a
tense political climate. They
pointed out the connection
between the vilification of
a group and rising acts of
violence against that group.

University President Fred
Pestello released a statement
saying he condemned the
claims made against students,
and that he stood in solidarity
with the MSA and all SLU
students. But, he added, it
was important to “expose
all ideas and positions,

same freedom of discourse
last year to a former law
professor who had been
invited by SLU law students
to talk about reproductive
issues, including abortion.
That event was moved

off campus because it
reportedly conflicted with the
university’s values.

And suppose an invited
speaker had maligned
the Catholic Students
Association as being
involved with the clergy sex
abuse scandal. Would the
university have still given
him a platform to promote
such ideas?

It seems unlikely.

In this case, the decision
worked out to the MSA’s
benefit. The Muslim students
reached out to the rest of the
SLU community. They asked
them to wear white shirts, fill
the rows in the auditorium
and silently walk out before
West’s speech began.

Hundreds of their peers
responded.

West was not silenced.
No one tried to shout down
his hateful attacks. They
simply walked away from
his bigotry.

Maariya Ahmed, a senior
at SLU and co-president of
the MSA, said she had been
nervous before the event.
The students’ reaction moved
her.

“Seeing how the
university, the community
of SLU stood behind us, it
was so beautiful. It really
restored my faith,” she
said. Co-president Azfar
Shaik said the turnout
was humbling, but that he
wasn’t too surprised by
the overwhelming show of
support.

“This was an attack
against SLU and the ideals it
holds,” he said.

The university president
followed up with a message
that said he “beamed with
pride for how our students
integrated the Jesuit ideal
of ‘cura personalis’ into
lived experience through a
showing of courage, strength
and solidarity.”

“Last night, we were truly
one SLU,” he wrote.

The students exercised
their own freedom: To
protest peacefully and
powerfully.

To stand with those who
had been unfairly targeted in
their community. To make a
statement without saying a
word.

]

Aisha Sultan is a St.
Louis-based journalist who
studies parenting in the
digital age while trying to
keep up with her tech-savvy
children. Find her on
Twitter: (@Aishas.

DINNER/AUCTION, 5:30-7 p.m.,
Stanfield Community Center, 225
W. Roosevelt Ave. Spaghetti din-
ner, dessert auction and live auc-
tion. Donations will be accepted at
the door. (cheryltucker@g.com).

COMMUNITY CAMPFIRE
AND HAYRIDES, 6-8 p.m. hay-
rides, 7-9 p.m. campfire, Riverfront
Park, Southwest 23rd St., Hermis-
ton. Hayride cost is $2 per person
or $8 for a family; campfire is free,
and marshmallows and hot choco-
late will be provided. All ages wel-
come.

VFW BINGO, doors open at 6
p.m., games start at 7 p.m., Herm-
iston VFW, 45 W. Cherry St.

www.odocjobs.com)

HERMISTON’'S OWN FARM-
ERS MARKET, 8 am. to 1 p.m,,
McKenzie Park, 300 S. First St.,
Hermiston. Food, crafts, live music,
art.

LIL BUCKS OPEN GYM, 8:30-
9:30 a.m., Pendleton Recreation
Center, 510 S.W. Dorion Ave. For
students in first and second grade
and parents/guardians. Free bas-
ketball skills and pickup games.

PARKING LOT SALE, 8:30-
11:30 a.m., Agape House, 500 W.
Harper Road, Hermiston. Adult
clothing 3 items for $1, children’s
clothing first 5 items free, balance 3
for $1, furniture priced as marked,
knick-knacks you name the price.

SATURDAY, OCT. 8 Donations  welcome.  (541-567-
FRIENDS OF THE UMATILLA 8774).
LIBRARY BOOK SALE, all day, AARP SMART DRIVER

700 Sixth St., Umatilla. All you can
stuff in a bag for $1. Runs through
Oct. 15. (541-922-5704).

EOCI AND TRCI RECRUIT-
ING EVENT, 7 a.m. to 9 p.m., Blue
Mountain Community College Sci-
ence & Technology Building, 2411
N.W. Carden Ave., Pendleton.
Careers as correctional officers,
food service coordinators, physical
plant/maintenance,  correctional
counselors, medical professionals,
mental health professionals and
administrative support are avail-
able. Applicants should bring pho-
to ID and may register at https:/
nationaltestingnetwork.com/pub-
licsafetyjobs; assistance with filling
out applications and scheduling for
the REACT Test ($35 fee) for cor-
rectional officers. (503-930-2462 or

Friday Morning

STATION |

COURSE, 8:45 a.m. to 4 p.m., St.
Anthony Hospital, 2601 St. Antho-
ny Way, Pendleton. Costs $15 for
AARP members (bring card) or $20
for non-members. Geared for ages
55+, but all licensed drivers wel-
come. Pre-registration suggested.
(541-861-0024).

FREE FOR ALL, 9:30-10:15
a.m. Pendleton Center for the Arts,
214 N. Main St., Pendleton. Fami-
ly art experience for children up to
age 12. Children under 8 should
be accompanied by an adult. (541-
278-9201).

FALL QUILT SHOW, 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m., Boardman Senior Center,
100 Tatone St. Quilt display, fabric
and supply vendors, tips and ex-
amples from featured quilter Kathy
Hyder, hourly door prizes and quilt

raffle. Lunch and pie available for
purchase. Admission $3.

PENDLETON FRIENDS OF
THE LIBRARY BOOK SALE, 10
a.m. to 5 p.m., Pendleton Conven-
tion Center, 1601 Westgate. A wide
selection of hardback and paper-
back books, DVDs, books on tape,
magazines and more. $1 a bag
sale from 3-5 p.m. Memberships
can be purchased at the door. (541-
966-0380).

SAGE SATURDAY, 10 a.m. to
1 p.m., SAGE Center, 101 Olson
Road, Boardman. Make a scare-
crow pumpkin with all materials
provided. Free admission, all ages.
(541-481-7243).

HIP & HANDMADE, 11 a.m.
to noon, Pendleton Center for the
Arts, 214 N. Main St., Pendleton.
Free drop-in art project class for
adults. (541-278-9201).

COUNTRY HOEDOWN, 1-4
p.m., Milton-Freewater Neighbor-
hood Senior Center, 311 N. Main
St. Live music, dancing and sing-
ing. Admission $2, refreshments
available for purchase. (541-938-
3311).

WINE & STEIN: ALTRUSA
OKTOBERFEST, 5 p.m., doors
open, Hermiston Conference Cen-
ter. Features authentic German din-
ner, live/silent auction, raffles and
more. Buy tickets for $25 at confer-
ence center (LUAnn 541-567-5252
or Nancy 541-720-0719).

PARENTS’ PROM: THE
ROARING TWENTIES, 5 p.m.
social hour, 6-10 p.m. event, Mil-
ton-Freewater Community Build-
ing, 109 N.E. Fifth Ave. Tickets are

10 Am | 10:30 | 11 Am | 11:30

$35 per person or $60 per couple,
includes catered dinner, DJ music,
photo booth and silent auction.
Drinks will be available for pur-
chase. Proceeds benefit the play-
ground project at the M-F Com-
munity Building. (Sharame Marlatt
541-969-7467).

SUNDAY, OCT. 9

FAMILY BREAKFAST, 8:30-
9:15 a.m., First Christian Church,
518 S. Main St., Milton-Freewater.
Cost is by donation. (541-938-
3854).

SPECIAL NEEDS OPEN
GYM, 12 noon to 1:30 p.m., Pend-
leton Recreation Center, 510 S.W.
Dorion Ave. Free for special needs
children and families. (541-276-
8100).

MEET INTERNATIONAL
PEACEMAKER, 4 p.m., First Pres-
byterian Church, 201 S.W. Dorion
Ave., Pendleton. Presentation by
Areej Masoud, a native of Bethle-
hem, Palestine and currently works
as the communication and admin-
istrative officer for Kairos Palestine.
Dinner follows. (541-276-7681).

YARN: THE MOVIE, 4 p.m,,
Prodigal Son Brewery & Pub, 230
S.E. Court Ave., Pendleton. Fiber
artists redefining the tradition of knit
and crochet bring yamn out of the
house and into the world. $8 dona-
tion requested, but no one turned
away. (541-278-9201).

ADULT OPEN GYM, 6:30-
8:30 p.m., Pendleton Recreation
Center, 510 S.W. Dorion Ave. Free
access for ages 16 and up. (541-
276-8100).
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