
By STEVEN DUBOIS
Associated Press

PORTLAND — The 
leader of a 41-day standoff at 
a national wildlife refuge in 
Oregon testiied Wednesday 
that he orchestrated the take-
over to take “a hard stand” 
against the federal govern-
ment’s control of public lands 
and said the occupiers would 
not be successful unless they 
carried guns.

Ammon Bundy’s two 
days of testimony have taken 
jurors from his family’s 
high-proile 2014 standoff 
with federal agents in Nevada 
to this winter’s occupation of 
Malheur National Wildlife 
Refuge, revealing the connec-
tions between the two. Bundy 
asserted the Nevada standoff 
triggered the activism that led 
him to Oregon. 

Though U.S. District Judge 
Anna Brown has tried to keep 
jurors focused on the criminal 
charges, the charismatic 
Bundy has repeatedly tried to 
use the platform to amplify his 
message that Western states 
must win more control over 
vast federal land holdings. 

Bundy, 41, is among seven 
people accused of conspiring 
to impede federal workers 
from doing their jobs at the 
refuge during the occupation 
that lasted nearly six weeks. 
Four of the seven, including 
Bundy, are also charged with 
possessing a gun in a federal 
facility. If convicted, they face 
years in prison. 

Bundy said he did not 
conspire with anyone in the 
weeks prior to the Jan. 2 
occupation. That morning, he 
met a group at a restaurant 
30 miles from the refuge and 
suggested they take it over 
during a rally supporting two 
ranchers set to return to prison 
for arson.

“I proposed to them that 
we go into the refuge, and we 
basically take possession of it, 
and we give these lands back 
to the people,” Bundy said.

He said he wasn’t armed on 
the refuge but acknowledged 
telling others to carry guns. 
Otherwise, the occupation had 
no chance of success, he said.

“Without the guns, they 
would have come out in a 
paddy wagon and put us in 
zip-tie handcuffs,” Bundy 

said of authorities. “We would 
never have been able to tell 
people why we were there.” 

Bundy testiied that inter-
fering with federal workers 
was never a consideration. 
He wanted to generate media 
coverage of the treatment 
of Dwight and Steven 
Hammond, father-and-son 
ranchers convicted of setting 
ire to public land, and his 
belief that the U.S. Constitu-
tion gives the federal govern-
ment very limited right to own 
land within a state. 

“This issue is the issue,” 
Bundy told the judge when 
she tried to limit his testimony 
about the Constitution. “This 
is why we went onto the 
refuge and did what we did.”

Bundy maintains he tried 
legally to keep the Hammonds 
out of prison before deciding 
he had no choice but to take 
what he repeatedly called a 
“hard stand.”

Prosecutors contend the 
conspiracy began two months 
before the occupation, when 
Bundy met an Oregon sheriff 
on Nov. 5 to discuss the plight 
of the Hammonds. Bundy 
said that was not true.  

He testiied that a police 
oficial helped ease tensions 
during a 2014 standoff with 
federal agents at his father, 
Cliven Bundy’s Nevada 
ranch. The federal agents tried 
to round up the elder Bundy’s 
cattle but backed off as they 
faced a large armed group. 

A video played for jurors 
showed the police oficial 
appearing to broker the deal 
that allowed Cliven Bundy’s 
cattle to go free. 

Ammon Bundy said that 
oficial protected his family, 
and he igured Harney County 
Sheriff Dave Ward in Oregon 
would do the same for the 
Hammonds. But he said the 
discussion with Ward got 
no results, and neither did 
his efforts to contact elected 
oficials. 

Bundy also discussed how 
his religious faith played a 
role in his decision to help the 
ranchers. The judge, however, 
stopped him from reading 
Scripture on the stand. 

After the jury left for its 
lunch break, Bundy co-defen-
dant Neil Wampler stood to 
applaud, saying, “We all love 
you Ammon. Thank you so 
much for what you’re doing.”

Bundy will take the stand 
again Thursday.
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 The higher the AccuWeather.com UV Index™ num-
ber, the greater the need for eye and skin protection. 
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Yesterday’s National Extremes: (for the 48 contiguous states)

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain, 
sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.

Shown is today’s weather. Temperatures are today’s highs and tonight’s lows.
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Mostly cloudy

FRIDAY

Variable clouds 

with a shower
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Warmer with 

clearing
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Oct 15 Oct 22 Oct 30

Albuquerque 74 46 s 72 50 s
Atlanta 81 67 s 79 69 pc
Atlantic City 71 59 pc 72 63 pc
Baltimore 70 53 s 72 59 s
Billings 49 33 c 57 43 pc
Birmingham 88 63 s 88 66 s
Boise 62 47 pc 71 48 pc
Boston 69 52 s 72 53 s
Charleston, SC 77 72 sh 80 73 r
Charleston, WV 80 55 s 78 57 s
Chicago 79 66 t 66 45 c
Cleveland 80 57 s 78 55 s
Dallas 91 70 pc 79 60 pc
Denver 56 33 r 66 37 s
Detroit 78 60 s 79 51 pc
El Paso 85 58 s 78 58 pc
Fairbanks 41 20 s 41 20 s
Fargo 54 36 pc 50 31 pc
Honolulu 86 75 pc 84 73 s
Houston 91 68 pc 92 68 pc
Indianapolis 83 60 s 79 52 pc
Jacksonville 80 74 t 80 74 r
Kansas City 79 48 t 65 41 pc
Las Vegas 81 58 s 84 62 s
Little Rock 90 62 pc 90 60 pc
Los Angeles 86 62 s 93 65 s

Louisville 87 60 s 85 59 s
Memphis 91 63 s 91 61 s
Miami 84 75 r 89 78 t
Milwaukee 71 62 r 65 45 c
Minneapolis 64 42 r 57 38 pc
Nashville 87 58 s 87 59 s
New Orleans 89 75 s 90 75 s
New York City 74 57 s 74 60 s
Oklahoma City 89 51 t 67 46 c
Omaha 68 41 t 66 45 pc
Philadelphia 74 52 s 74 60 pc
Phoenix 90 66 s 96 75 s
Portland, ME 69 47 s 72 48 s
Providence 72 48 pc 74 50 s
Raleigh 73 65 c 72 67 sh
Rapid City 51 29 c 60 33 pc
Reno 68 37 s 76 40 s
Sacramento 80 47 s 85 50 s
St. Louis 88 64 pc 70 51 c
Salt Lake City 61 41 pc 68 44 s
San Diego 80 62 s 87 64 s
San Francisco 72 53 s 77 56 s
Seattle 62 54 c 61 55 r
Tucson 87 62 s 93 70 s
Washington, DC 72 59 s 73 62 s
Wichita 86 47 t 67 42 c

Astoria 62 55 sh 63 56 r
Baker City 59 38 c 63 35 c
Bend 60 44 c 67 44 c
Brookings 61 49 c 65 52 c
Burns 57 30 c 68 31 pc
Enterprise 55 38 sh 59 36 c
Eugene 66 52 c 71 53 c
Heppner 62 46 c 68 47 c
Hermiston 69 51 c 72 50 c
John Day 59 46 c 69 51 c
Klamath Falls 60 31 c 70 33 s
La Grande 58 44 pc 62 43 sh
Meacham 55 42 pc 59 43 sh
Medford 69 47 c 76 49 pc
Newport 59 53 c 61 54 r
North Bend 64 55 c 68 55 sh
Ontario 65 40 pc 72 41 pc
Pasco 69 52 c 71 52 c
Pendleton 64 51 c 68 51 c
Portland 63 55 c 65 57 r
Redmond 63 40 c 70 41 c
Salem 64 54 c 66 55 r
Spokane 58 46 sh 58 49 r
Ukiah 55 40 c 64 43 c
Vancouver 62 54 c 63 57 r
Walla Walla 64 52 pc 66 53 sh
Yakima 67 48 c 71 49 c

Beijing 64 56 c 62 47 sh
Hong Kong 90 81 s 89 79 c
Jerusalem 80 62 s 78 60 s
London 57 49 s 60 49 pc
Mexico City 76 52 t 76 54 pc
Moscow 51 47 c 50 45 r
Paris 58 45 s 61 46 pc
Rome 72 58 t 70 53 t
Seoul 73 59 s 76 62 c
Sydney 80 60 s 84 65 pc
Tokyo 85 66 s 72 66 pc

Boardman WSW 6-12 SW 6-12
Pendleton WSW 7-14 S 6-12
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Forecasts and graphics provided by 
AccuWeather, Inc. ©2016

National Summary: Hurricane Matthew will begin a run near the east coast of Florida with 
high winds, flooding and dangerous surf today. Storms will extend from Michigan to Texas 
with spotty rain farther west to Washington state.

 Today Fri.

 Today Fri.

High 100° in Edinburg, Texas Low 10° in Bridgeport, Calif.

Western Washington: A shower today; a 
passing morning shower, then periods of 
rain at the coast.

Coastal Oregon: Mostly cloudy today; a 
couple of showers across the north. Periods 
of rain tonight.

Northern California: Mostly sunny today; 
pleasant in central parts. Mainly clear 
tonight with a shower.

Eastern and Central Oregon: Mostly cloudy 
today. A couple of showers across the north 
and near the Cascades tonight.

Eastern Washington: Clouds and sun today; 
a brief shower or two near the Idaho border 
and in the mountains.

Cascades: Mostly cloudy today. A couple 
of showers across the north; warmer else-
where.
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through 3 p.m. yesterday

through 3 p.m. yesterday

Yesterday 60°  44°
Normals 69°  43°
Records 92° (1980) 25° (1916)

Yesterday 64°  40°
Normals 70°  41°
Records 87° (1958) 25° (2012)

24 hours ending 3 p.m. 0.00"
Month to date 0.07"
Normal month to date 0.16"
Year to date 8.14"
Last year to date 5.83"
Normal year to date 9.14"

24 hours ending 3 p.m. 0.01"
Month to date 0.01"
Normal month to date 0.09"
Year to date 5.45"
Last year to date 3.65"
Normal year to date 6.68"

Sunrise today   7:00 a.m.
Sunset tonight   6:25 p.m.
Moonrise today   12:14 p.m.
Moonset today   9:58 p.m.
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Washington 
considers taxes for 
Oregon shoppers

BEND (AP) — 
Washington state voters 
are considering ending 
the sales tax exemption 
their neighbors in Oregon 
currently enjoy.

The Bulletin reports 
that the Washington initia-
tive would get rid of the 
tax exemption that allows 
residents from states 
without sales tax, such as 
Oregon, to skirt paying 
one in Washington.

If the measure passes 
in November, Oregon 
residents will go from 
paying no sales taxes on 
common retail goods in 
Washington to paying a 
combined 8.89 percent for 
state and local sales taxes. 
Big purchases such as 
cars and boats would still 
be tax free.

The proposal aims to 
set up publicly funded 
elections for the state.

The proposed change 
would also affect resi-
dents of Montana, New 
Hampshire, Delaware, 
Alaska and Canadian 
provinces.

Three dead in 
Beaverton shooting

BEAVERTON (AP)  — 
Two young children and 
their 36-year-old father died 
Wednesday in an apparent 
homicide-suicide at an 
apartment complex near 
Portland, authorities said.

Beaverton police 
spokesman Mike Rowe 
told The Associated Press 
that oficers responded to 
the apartment around 4:30 
p.m. after a female relative 
called saying three people 
were possibly dead inside.

When police oficers 
entered the apartment, they 
initially thought, based on 
substantial gunshot wounds, 
that all three people were 
dead, Rowe said.

As they backed out of 
the apartment to preserve 
evidence and the crime 
scene, however, Rowe 
said they heard rustling 
inside and then a single 
gunshot.

A tactical negotiation 
team called to the scene 
then entered the unit and 
conirmed all three people 
inside were deceased.

Rowe said the children 
killed were an 8-year-old 
girl and a 6-year-old boy.

BRIEFLYBundy: Carrying guns let larger message get out
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 Veterans Day

 SALUTE SALUTE SALUTE
 Example

 Honoring those who have served and those 
 that are currently serving our country!

 Bring us a picture of your servicemen or servicewomen or veteran by 
 November 3 rd   along with the form below and we will include them in our 

 “Veterans Day Salute” on November 9 th  in the Hermiston Herald and 
 November 11 th  in the East Oregonian at no charge .
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 Military Branch  Military Rank               Currently Serving     Veteran (Check One)
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 Your Phone Number

 Deliver to:

 or e-mail to classifieds@eastoregonian.com

 For more information call 1-800-962-2819 in Pendleton or 541-564-4530 in Hermiston.
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