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Witness: Refuge less tense than
town during armed standoff

By STEVEN DUBOIS
Associated Press

PORTLAND — A
witness testifying for the
defense Monday in the trial
of Ammon Bundy, Ryan
Bundy and others charged
in the armed takeover of
an Oregon bird sanctuary
said the place was peaceful
during the occupation, a
sharp contrast to what he
saw as an over-the-top police
response.

Pat Horlacher, of Burns,
Oregon, said he drove to the
Malheur National Wildlife
Refuge shortly after the
occupation  because  he
wanted to see for himself if
reports of a dangerous situa-
tion were true.

The silversmith said he
drove right in and met the
Bundy brothers and Robert
“LaVoy” Finicum. “It was as
laid-back an environment as
you could ever ask for,” he
said.

Horlacher said he tried
to meet Harney County
Sheriff Dave Ward, but he
had no luck getting through
heavy security. He said key
government buildings were
protected by armed police
and federal agents.

“The only thing I could
compare it to was a scene
out of “Red Dawn,” said
Horlacher, referencing the
1984 movie in which Soviet
soldiers invade a small Colo-
rado town.

“You felt like you were
invaded?”  asked Ryan
Bundy, who’s acting his own
attorney.

“Absolutely,”
said.

He was among several
witnesses Monday afternoon
who provided a different
view than the government
of what took place during
last winter’s standoff. While
prosecutors have highlighted
the amount of guns and
ammunition seized at the
refuge, defense witnesses
were more likely to describe
children playing in the snow
than men pointing or firing
weapons.

Seven defendants are
charged with conspiring
to impede U.S. Interior
Department employees
from doing their work at the
refuge through intimidation,

Horlacher

threats or force.

Five were also charged
with possessing a firearm in a
federal facility. That number
was reduced to four Monday
morning when U.S. District
Court Judge Anna Brown
dismissed the charge against
Shawna Cox, citing a lack of
evidence.

Also Monday, Sheriff
Ward returned to the stand
about three weeks after he
appeared as a witness for the
prosecution.

Bundy went to Burns two
months before the occupa-
tion in an attempt to get the
sheriff to shield two Oregon
ranchers from returning to
federal prison to complete

a mandatory-minimum
sentence for arson.
The  sheriff testified

Monday that he initially
thought Bundy didn’t have
all the facts on the case. But
a statement Bundy released
on social media after the
two met led him to conclude
Bundy was dishonest, not
misinformed.

Ammon Bundy’s lawyer,
Marcus Mumford, reminded
Ward he previously testified
that he always felt comfort-
able speaking with Bundy.
“Being comfortable talking
to someone doesn’t make
them honest,” Ward said.

Mumford tried to poke
holes in Ward’s previous
testimony that a show of
hands revealed that about 85
percent of people at a Jan. 6
community meeting wanted
the occupiers to go home. He
contended that some people
raised their hands to the
question of “How many want
to work this out peacefully?”
and then put them down
when asked if they want the
occupiers to leave.

A defense witness who
was at the meeting, Kim
Rollins, described a slight
hesitation between the two
questions. The video shown
to jurors appeared to support
his contention.

“I would describe it as a
straw vote, to get a certain
reaction,” he said.

Corrections
Money from the $20 million settlement with the federal
government will go to Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla
Indian Reservation members in the form of disbursements,
not dividends. Incorrect information appeared in an article
published on Page 1A of the Saturday East Oregonian.
Justin Quaempts is the Board of Trustees chairman for

for Oregon’s Republican gubernatorial
candidate says she has resigned because of
a comment he made during a debate about
abuse of women.

Stacey Kafka told The Associated Press
over the phone that she resigned on Friday
because she was offended that Bud Pierce
had said that successful women aren’t
susceptible to abuse and sexual violence.

The resignation, reporter earlier by
the Portland Tribune, came as Pierce
is fighting against the odds to take the
governorship away from Brown in this
predominantly Democratic state.

Kafka said that as a former low-paid
TV reporter, she did not feel she was more
prone to being targeted than a more highly
paid professional.

Pierce’s remark drew groans and boos
from the audience. He later apologized.

Malheur couple sues
irrigation district over water

PORTLAND (AP) — Malheur County
farmers are suing their local irrigation
district, claiming it failed to deliver water
when needed in 2014 and 2015.

The Oregonian/OregonLive reports that
Delos and Barbara Lee, who farm alfalfa
and hay, filed a lawsuit against the Owyhee
Irrigation District in Malheur County Circuit
Court on Friday.

According to the lawsuit, the couple
says they were entitled to 152 acre-feet of

The couple says they lost $200,000 worth
of alfalfa as a result of the water cutoff.

Oregon matches DNA from
33 rape Kkits, still has backlog

SALEM (AP) — Oregon State Police
say they have matched DNA from more
than two dozen backlogged sexual assault
kits to DNA on file in a national database.

Results have come back on several
hundred rape kits sent to Salt Lake City
for testing, said state police Capt. Alex
Garner, including 33 that matched the
national database DNA profiles. It’s not
clear whether the new information has led
to any prosecutions or exonerations, the
Statesman-Journal reported.

Garner provided the update to a
legislative taskforce overseeing the
backlog last week.

The kits contain evidence collected
at hospitals when someone says they
have been a victim of sexual assault. The
biological samples can be tested against
suspected attackers or used to back up
court testimony.

Oregon police sent several hundred
untested kits to Utah after the state passed
legislation meant to speed up the testing.
Melissa’s Law was passed six months
ago, when nearly 5,000 untested kits were
stored around the state, and authorities
are still struggling to process thousands of
rape Kits.

HERMISTON

the CTUIR. He was mis-identified in an article published
on Page 7A of the Saturday East Oregonian. The article
was attributed to the Confederated Umatilla Journal, but
the mistake was committed by the East Oregonian.

The East Oregonian works hard to be accurate and
sincerely regrets any errors. If you notice a mistake in the
paper, please call 541-966-0818.

Pendleton Book Co.

I Invites You To
Join Pendleton Friends of the
[ Library at their Annual Book Sale

October 6-8, 2016
I Over 30,000 books

Pendleton Convention Center
1601 Westgate

125 S. Main, Pendleton, OR 97801

(541) 276-9292 » penbkco@eonet.net

1st Annual Oktoberfest
Wine & Stein!

‘6‘““ exfesy

\

Tickets available at Hermiston

Chamber of Commerce.

Oct. 8 Doors open at 5pm

HERMISTON
CONFERENCE CENTER

Dinner Tickets $25

Authentic Dinner
Live & Silent Auction
Amazing Raffle and FUN!

Contact info:
LuAnn Davison « 541-567-5252
Nancy Lauck - 541-720-0719




