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Soccer

Portland
hosts Flash in
NWSL semis

By ANNE M. PETERSON
Associated Press

PORTLAND — It seems like
everything is going right for the Port-
land Thorns heading into the National
Women'’s Soccer League playoffs.

The Thorns finished out the regular
season with a four-game winning
streak and claimed the NWSL Shield
for the team with the best record. They
also clinched home-field advantage for
the first time. They face the Western
New York Flash in a semifinal game
Sunday.

Forward Christine Sinclair credited
first-year coach Mark Parsons. The
Thorns (12-3-5) always had talent, she
said, but that didn’t always translate
into wins.

“The difference is this year we’re a
team from the top down,” Sinclair said.
“I thought when Mark came on board
it changed a lot. He stressed being a
team — you know, hanging out outside
of soccer practice — and I think you’re
starting to see that on the field. We’re
willing to do anything for each other.”

Sinclair also recognized the players
who were with the team all season while
their teammates were in and out in
preparation for the Olympics. Sinclair
won the bronze medal in Rio with the
Canadian national team. The Thorns’
roster also includes U.S. Olympians
Tobin Heath, Lindsey Horan, Meghan
Klingenberg, Allie Long and alternate
Emily Sonnett. Additionally, Aman-
dine Henry played for France in Brazil.

In a pre-match conference call
Thursday, Klingenberg unexpectedly
took over to sing “Happy Birthday,”
even though it was no one’s birthday,
and Sinclair dissolved into giggles.
Parsons deadpanned: “I have no way to
explain.”

Former Thorns coach Paul Riley
took over the Flash in February. He
said hard work led his young team to
the playoffs.

“We didn’t set any goals. Our goal
wasn’t to make the playoffs, our goal
wasn’t to make the final. Our goal was
to win the first game of the season,”
Riley said. “That’s really the way we’ve
approached every game. We’ve set no
goals for the group, we just wanted
each player to get a little bit better each
game and believe in the process — and
things will happen if we do everything
right to the best of our abilities.”

The atmosphere at Providence Park
could be hostile to the visitors. The
Thorns boast the best home attendance
in the league with an average of 16,945
fans per game this season.

While Portland is the third team
in league history to allow an average
of less than one goal a game over the
course of the season, the Flash (9-6-5)
are just the third team to average at least
two goals a game. The Flash are paced
by league Golden Boot winner Lynn
Williams with 11 goals and five assists.
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Americans sweep, Europeans rally at Ryder Cup

By DOUG FERGUSON
Associated Press

CHASKA, Minn. — Even with
the first opening-session sweep in
four decades, the Americans were
reminded anew Friday that no
lead is safe in the Ryder Cup.

Not after one session. Not after
one day.

And based on the last Ryder
Cup on American soil, not until
it’s over.

Europe battled back from a
4-0 deficit behind its best tandem,
Henrik Stenson and Justin Rose,
and capped off a long and rowdy
day at Hazeltine when its best
player, Rory Mcllroy, holed
a 20-foot eagle putt and then
mocked the crowd by taking a
bow.

The American celebration
turned into a consolation.

They had a 5-3 lead, the margin
after the first day at Medinah four
years ago that ended in another
European victory. They lost a
chance to really put Europe in a
hole.

“It’s frustrating not to come
out a little bit more ahead,” U.S.
captain Davis Love III said.

Love could not have scripted a
better start — a symbolic one, too.

To honor Arnold Palmer, who
died Sunday night, Ryder Cup
officials placed on the first tee
Palmer’s golf bag from when he
was captain of the 1975 Ryder
Cup team. Jordan Spieth and
Patrick Reed then set the tone with
a 3-and-2 foursomes victory over
Stenson and Rose, and the Amer-
icans delivered the first sweep
of the opening session since that
1975 team at Laurel Valley.

Phil Mickelson, feeling more
pressure than usual because of his
influence on changes and on this
team, also produced big shots.
His wedge into 5 feet that Rickie
Fowler converted was key in the
Americans winning three straight
holes for a 1-up victory over
Mcllroy and Andy Sullivan.

“With  everything  going
on — me not having a point and
Phil being a big part of getting
the players a lot more involved
to Arnie passing and him being a
huge part of the week, this is big
for us,” Fowler said.

It just didn’t last.

“The guys were disappointed
with the way they played this
morning and the way they
performed,” European captain
Darren Clarke said. “But they
showed tremendous bravery and
heart and desire to go out and
play the way they have done this
afternoon.”

Beaten for the first time, Rose
and Stenson went right back
out against Spieth and Reed and
handed the American duo its first
Ryder Cup loss. The Europeans
made nine birdies in 13 holes for

a 5-and-4 victory in an afternoon
session in which the board was
filled with European blue.

Sergio Garcia, who along
with Martin Kaymer made only
one birdie in a foursomes loss,
teamed with fellow Spaniard Rafa
Cabrera Bello to dismantle J.B.
Holmes and Ryan Moore. Mcllroy
and Pieters never trailed against
Johnson and Kuchar, handing
them their first loss in four Ryder
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ABOVE: Unit-
ed States’
Patrick Reed
hits a drive on
the first hole
during a fore-
somes match
at the Ryder
Cup golf tour-
nament Friday,
Sept. 30, 2016,
at Hazeltine
National Golf
Club in Chaska,
Minn.

AP Photo/Charlie Riedel
LEFT: Europe’s
Rory Mcliroy
reacts after
making his
putt to win his
match 3 & 2
during a four-
balls match at
the Ryder Cup
golf tournament
Friday, Sept. 30,
2016, at Hazel-
tine National
Golf Club.

Cup matches.

The lone American point in
the afternoon came from Brandt
Snedeker and Brooks Koepka,
who had no trouble against
Kaymer and Danny Willett.

Willett had a little trouble with
the crowd, especially when they
lampooned him around Hazeltine
with references to hot dogs and
his brother, Pete, who had written
a column in a British publication

MARKETPLAC

USA 5, EUROPE 3

Foursomes

United States 4, Europe 0

Jordan Spieth and Patrick Reed,
United States, def. Justin Rose and
Henrik Stenson, Europe, 3 and 2.

Phil Mickelson and Rickie Fowler,
United States, def. Rory Mcllroy and
Andy Sullivan, Europe, 1 up.

Jimmy Walker and Zach Johnson,
United States, def. Sergio Garcia and
Martin Kaymer, Europe, 4 and 2.

Dustin Johnson and Matt Kuchar,
United States, def. Thomas Pieters
and Lee Westwood, 5 and 4.

Fourballs

Europe 3, United States 1

Justin Rose and Henrik Stenson,
Europe, def. Jordan Spieth and Patrick
Reed, United States, 5 and 4.

Sergio Garcia and Rafa Cabrera Bel-
lo, Europe, def. J.B. Holmes and Ryan
Moore, United States, 3 and 2.

Brandt Snedeker and Brooks Koep-
ka, United States, def. Martin Kaymer
and Danny Willett, Europe, 5 and 4.

Rory Mcllroy and Thomas Pieters,
Europe, def. Dustin Johnson and Matt
Kuchar, United States, 3 and 2.

disparaging American galleries.

“It was anticipated,” Willett
said. “Coming to America is a
tough one, just like when the
Americans come to Europe. They
gave me a little bit more. I think
it was exactly what we thought it
was going to be.”

It wasn’tjust directed at Willett,
however.

The crowd was loud and bois-
terous from the opening tee shot
in misty conditions. There were a
few rude comments, not unusual
in America for a Ryder Cup.
Mcllroy had a 20-foot birdie putt
to halve the morning foursomes
match against Mickelson and
Fowler when a fan from across
100 yards away shouted, “Get an
American to putt it for you.” That
was a reference to Mcllroy and
Rose losing a playful $100 bet to
an American fan who made a putt
in Thursday’s practice session.

Most striking was how quickly
the crowd cheered bad shots for
Europe. Typically, there is the
slightest delay. Not on Friday.
Sullivan, one of six rookies for
Europe, hit his tee shot into the
water on the 17th that put Europe
1 down and effectively ended the
match. The crowd cheered before
there was a ripple.

That’s what inspired Mcllroy
in the final match of the day. He
and Pieters were 2 up on the 16th
hole, with Kuchar already in for a
birdie, when the four-time major
champion drained his 20-foot
putt. Turning to the crowd, he
bowed twice and screamed out,
‘6C7m0n!77

“I wanted to put an exclamation
on that session for us,” Mcllroy
said. “I thought about that celebra-
tion before I hit the putt.”

More than a celebration, it was
a message from Mcllroy to what
he felt was a hostile crowd.

“I'm not fazed by anything
said by the crowd,” Mcllroy said.
“And I'm not fazed by anything
the U.S. throws at us.”
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TURN HERE to 305 SW Court
for details on Down Under
Escorted Tours. Call 541-377-
6855. Plan your Escorted tour to
Australia. Traveling April 2017
with guide/flights/accom/tours/
transfers. Individual bookings
also provided.

TURN HERE REALTY &

TRAVEL
(541) 377-6855

Personals 20

Email or Call Terri or Dayle
lassifieds@

eastoregonian.
com
541-278-2678/ 541-278-2670
to place your
classified ad!!

Homes for Sale 100

$129,000 - Bring an Offer! 3
bdrm, 1 bath Victorian home with
small rental home. Lots of
improvements have been made
to this home. Additional lot can
be purchased for $17,000
directly behind home. Call Cathy
for more info 541-215-0103
RMLS #16032038

Garton &

Associates

(541) 276-0931

3 BEDROOM, 1 1/2 bath, 1125
sg.ft, garage, many updates,
excellent location/ condition.
$139,900
541-240-9693
740 E Cassen Ct, Hermiston

BUYER’S AGENT - Call 541-
377-6855 to find your new home.
Email: kjcbaird@gmail.com...
Access to all homes. Honest,
professional representation. Call
541-377-6855

TURN HERE REALTY &

TRAVEL
(541) 377-6855

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act which makes it illegal
to advertise any preference,
limitation, or discrimination based
on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status, or national
origin, or an intention to make any
such preference, limitation, or
discrimination."  Familial  status
includes children under the age of
18 living with parents or legal
custodians, pregnant women, and
people securing custody of children
under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the
law. Our readers are hereby
informed  that  all dwellings
advertised in this newspaper are
available on an equal opportunity
basis. To complain of discrimination,
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. The toll-free telephone
number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

GET A JOB... check
out the Employment
Classifieds today!

$125,000 - Reith
Updated 4bdrm, 2 bath home in

Reith! New laminate flooring,
vinyl  windows  w/plantation
shades, fenced vyard, storage

shed allows for updated country
living. Molly  541-969-4188.
#16208041
Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

PENDLETON
$145,000 — 3 Bed 2 Bath North
Hill Craftsman. Updated kitchen
and bathrooms. Basement
storage. Low maintenance
property. Very nice home. MLS#
16080586

Rocky Mikesell

Blue Jeans Realty
541-379-8690

Pendleton

$177,900 - GREAT LOCATION!!
4 bedrooms, 3 bath located near
new hospital, lab, school &
restaurants. Hardwood floors,
dining area, large carpeted family
room addition. Newer roof, AC
etc. Covered patio, fenced yard.
MLS#15032837 CALL:MARGE
LAPP

Pendleton
Southgate Realty
(541) 276-1957

OVER 1200 Homes
For Sale
eastoregonrealestate.com

PENDLETON
$127,000 - 2 bedroom in
Sherwood area. Central heat and
air, excellent condition, 2
garages, lots of parking, big
fenced yard, very nice property.
MLS# 15352178

Rocky Mikesell

Blue Jeans Realty
541-379-8690

PENDLETON
$152,000 - 3 bedroom 2 1/2
bath. 2028 sq.ft. Two car garage,
fenced yard, central gas heat,
large  family room. MLS#
16413663

Rocky Mikesell

Blue Jeans Realty
541-379-8690

PENDLETON
$190,000 - 4 bed 3 bath home.
Very nice throughout. Newer
kitchen, Corian  countertops,
newer furnace and central air,
two car garage. MLS# 13384063
Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty
541-379-8690

PENDLETON - $100,000

2004 double wide. 3bed, 2bath

w/nice floor plan. Beautiful city

views. Partially fenced yard.

Plenty of off street parking plus

RV parking. Dawn 541-310-

9563cell #16114875

Coldwell Banker Whitney

(541) 276-0021

PENDLETON - $109,000
2 bed, 1 bath Sherwood home.
Central Gas Heat. Wall air
conditioning. Garage & Shed.
Fenced back yard. Covered
pation. MLS# 16259503
Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty
541-379-8690

PENDLETON - $109,900
Townhome in fabulous upscale
location, with beautiful Rice Park
in your backyard. 2 bedrooms
2.5 bath, garage, master suite,
vinyl windows, newer heat pump.
Priced to sell! Call Matt Vogler
541-377-9470 MLS 1118618
John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

PENDLETON
$65,000 - 1 bedroom cabin at the
Bar M. Very nice setting and
secluded. This is a retreat that
you can afford. Cash or Partial
owner financing possible. MLS
#16191639

Rocky Mikesell

Blue Jeans Realty
541-379-8690

PENDLETON - $156,900

Awesome Sunsets! 3bedroom,
2bath, 2/family room. Updated
kitchen, baths. Double pane vinyl
windows, metal roof. Deck,
fenced, gas hook-up  for
fireplace. 2 sheds. Marsha 541-
377-5152cell. #16208612

Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

YOUR DREAM home is right
here in the Classifieds... check
our listings for your next move!

CLASSIFIEDS ARE the place to
buy it, sell it or find it... check us
out online every day!



