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Authorities: School shooter Killed father before rampage

By JOHNNY CLARK
Associated Press

TOWNVILLE, S.C. — A
teenager killed his father
at their home Wednesday
before going to a nearby
elementary  school and
opening fire with a handgun,
wounding two students and
a teacher, authorities said.

The teen was appre-
hended within minutes of
the school shooting in this
rural town about 110 miles
northeast of Atlanta. One
of the students was shot in
the leg and the other in the
foot, Capt. Garland Major
with the Anderson County
Sheriff’s Office said. Both
students were male. The
female teacher was hit in the
shoulder.

Before the shooting at
Townville Elementary about
1:45 p.m., the teen gunned
down his 47-year-old father,
Jeffrey Osborne, at their
home about 2 miles from the
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A Townville Elementary student looks out of the win-
dow of a school bus as she and her classmates are
transported to Oakdale Baptist Church, following a
shooting at Townville Elementary Wednesday.

school, authorities said.

“We are heartbroken
about this senseless act
of wviolence,” said Joanne
Avery, superintendent of
Anderson County School
District 4. She canceled
classes for the rest of the

Probe: Missile launcher from
Russia downed Malaysian jet

NIEUWEGEIN,
Netherlands (AP) — An
international criminal probe
concluded that a missile
which destroyed a Malaysian
passenger jet over Ukraine
in 2014 and killed all 298
people aboard was fired from
rebel-controlled territory by
a mobile launcher trucked
in from Russia and hastily
returned there.

The report, released
Wednesday, was  “solid
proof” of a Russian role in
the downing of Malaysia
Airlines Flight 17, Ukraine’s
president said. But Moscow
immediately denounced the
findings of the Dutch-led
inquiry as “biased and polit-
ically motivated.”

Investigators have iden-
tified 100 people they want
to speak to who are believed
to have been involved in
transporting the Buk missile
launcher or its use, chief
prosecutor Fred Westerbeke
said at a news conference.

The Boeing 777, flying
from Amsterdam to Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia, was
blown out of the sky on
July 17, 2014, in eastern
Ukraine amid fierce fighting
between Russia-backed
separatists and Ukrainian
troops. Ukraine immediately
blamed the rebels, although
they and the Kremlin have
consistently  denied any
involvement.

The Joint Investigation
Team, led by prosecutors and
police from the Netherlands,
made its preliminary findings
public after interviewing
more than 200 witnesses,
listening to 150,000
intercepted  phone  calls,
examining half a million
photos and video recordings,
consulting radar and satellite
images, and sifting through
dozens of containers filled
with wreckage from the jet.

“It may be -concluded
MH17 was shot down by a
9M38 missile launched by a
Buk brought in from the terri-
tory of the Russian Feder-
ation, and that after launch

was subsequently returned
to the Russian Federation,”
said Wilbert Paulissen, head
of the Dutch National Police
Central Crime Investigation
Department.

The surface-to-air weapon
that destroyed the jetliner at
33,000 feet was fired from
farmland in the rebel-held
area  of  Pervomaiskiy,
the investigation found.
Witnesses there reported an
explosion and a whistling
sound, and a patch of field
was set on fire.

The conclusions of the
investigative unit, which
included police and prose-
cutors from the Netherlands,
Ukraine, Belgium, Australia
and Malaysia, were consis-
tent with earlier reporting by
The Associated Press, which
established soon after the
jet’s destruction that a tracked
Buk M-1 launcher with four
surface-to-air missiles had
been seen July 17 in the
rebel-controlled town of
Snizhne near Pervomaiskiy.

Families of the victims,
about two-thirds of whom
were Dutch, were told of
investigators’ findings at a
closed-door meeting earlier

Wednesday.
Hans de Borst, whose
17-year-old daughter,

Elsemiek, was aboard Flight
17, called it a “big relief”
to learn that investigators
believes the evidence pains-
takingly assembled over two
years will stand up in court
if suspects can be identified
and brought to justice.

Last fall, a Dutch
Safety Board investigation
concluded the jetliner was
brought down by a Buk,
but those findings were not
intended to be used in a
criminal trial.

“The next question, of
course, is who was respon-
sible for this,” Westerbeke
said. The prosecutor declined
to give more information
about the 100 people
believed to be involved,
including whether any are
Russian nationals.

Despite harsh reviews,
Trump resists a new debate approach

COUNCIL BLUFEFS,
Iowa (AP) — Unmoved by
harsh debate reviews, a defiant
Donald Trump showed no sign
Wednesday of making any big
changes before his second
faceoff with Hillary Clinton,
pressing ahead with a strategy
focused on speaking directly
to his white working-class
loyalists across the Midwest.

Democrat Clinton,
meanwhile,  pushed to
improve her standing among
younger voters with the
help of the president, Sen.
Bernie Sanders and other
key allies, 48 hours after
her debate performance that
seemed to spark badly needed
enthusiasm.

Those closest to Trump
insisted the  Republican
presidential nominee was
satisfied ~ with ~ Monday
night’s debate, even as
prominent voices within his
own party called for more
serious  preparation  next
time following an opening
confrontation marked by
missed opportunities and
missteps.

“Why would we change if
we won the debate?” former
New York Mayor Rudy

Giuliani, a key Trump ally and
traveling partner this week,
told The Associated Press.
“Donald Trump is going to
prepare for debates the way
Donald Trump prepares for
debates.”

The next debate is 11 days
away.

Unlike Clinton, Trump is
not planning to participate in
any mock debates, although
he is likely to incorporate
what one person described as
“tweaks” to his strategy.

Specifically, Trump is
likely to spend more time
working on specific answers
and sharpen his attacks after
spending much of the first
meeting on defense, said
that person, who spoke on
condition of anonymity to
discuss internal campaign
Strategy.

That may not be enough
to satisfy concerned
Republicans.

Former House Speaker
Newt Gingrich said Trump
should have been better
prepared and he recommended
that the candidate work harder
with skilled coaches. He said,
“What you need is people who
are professional debaters.”

week.

The teen, crying and
upset, called his grand-
mother’s cellphone at 1:44
p.m., Anderson County
Coroner Greg Shore said.
The grandparents couldn’t
understand what was going

on, so they went to his home
just 100 yards away. When
they got there, they found
Osborne had been shot and
their grandson was not there.

Sheriff John  Skipper
said the shooter pulled into
the school parking lot and
immediately started firing as
he got out of the vehicle and
moved toward the school.

The shooter never entered
the school building, though,
and was apprehended by
firefighter Jamie Brock,
a 30-year veteran of the
Townville Volunteer Fire
Department, according to
Anderson County sheriff’s
Lt. Sheila Cole.

Authorities did not
reveal the teen’s age
at a news conference

Wednesday afternoon, and
Cole says she doesn’t have
his age. The Anderson
Independent-Mail  quotes
Anderson County Sheriff
Chief Deputy Keith Smith
as saying the teen is 14 and

could be charged as a minor.

Authorities  did  not
release a motive for the
shooting and said they
weren’t sure if the students
and teacher were targeted.
The sheriff said the teen had
been homeschooled.

“There are no racial
undertones there. There’s no
terrorism involved,” Major
said. “We’re confident we
have the sole shooter and no
one else is involved.”

Skipper said the teen’s
mother was at work at the
time of the shooting.

One of the students and
the teacher were released
from the hospital Wednesday
evening, AnMed Health
spokeswoman Juana Slade
said. Greenville Health
System spokeswoman Sandy
Dees said the other student,
Jacob Hall, remained in crit-
ical condition Wednesday
evening.

The students were bused
to a nearby church and
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reunited with their parents.
They hugged and kissed.

The school has about
300 students in its pre-kin-
dergarten to sixth-grade
classrooms. It is in a very
rural part of the state and
surrounded by  working
farms.

“This is the country,”
Brandi Pierce, the mother
of a sixth-grader, told The
Associated Press as she
began to cry. “You don’t
have this in the country. It
just don’t exist out here.”

Jamie Meredith, a
student’s  mother, said
some of the children went
into a bathroom during the
shooting.

“I don’t know how they
knew to go in the bathroom,
but I know her teacher was
shaken up. I know all the
kids were scared. There
was a bunch of kids crying.
She didn’t talk for about 5
minutes when I got her,” she
told WYFF.
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