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PRESIDENTIAL DEBATE

East Oregonian Page 9A

Clinton, Trump battle
over taxes, race, terror

By JULIE PACE
and JILL COLVIN
Associated Press

HEMPSTEAD,N.Y. —In
a combative opening debate,
Hillary Clinton emphatically
denounced Donald Trump
Monday night for keeping
his personal tax returns and
business dealings secret from
voters and peddling a “racist
lie” about President Barack
Obama. Businessman Trump
repeatedly cast Clinton as
a “typical politician” as
he sought to capitalize on
Americans’ frustration with
Washington.

Locked in an exceedingly
close White House race, the
presidential rivals tangled
for 90 minutes over their
vastly different visions for
the nation’s future. Clinton
called for lowering taxes
for the middle class, while
Trump focused more on rene-
gotiating trade deals that he
said have caused companies
to move jobs out of the U.S.
The Republican backed the
controversial “stop-and-frisk
policing” tactic as a way to
bring down crime, while the
Democrat said the policy
was unconstitutional and
ineffective.

The debate was confron-
tational from the start, with
Trump  frequently trying
to interrupt Clinton and
speaking over her answers.
Clinton was more measured
and restrained, but also
needled the sometimes-thin-
skinned Trump over his
business record and wealth.

“There’s something he’s
hiding,” she declared, scoffing
at his repeated contentions
that he won’t release his tax
returns because he is being
audited. Tax experts have said
an audit is no bar to making
his recon 17th graf.rds public.
She said one reason he has
refused is that he may well
have paid nothing in federal
taxes. He interrupted to say,
“That makes me smart.”

Trump aggressively tried
to turn the transparency
questions around on Clinton,
saying he would release his
tax information when she
produces more than 30,000
emails that were deleted from
the personal internet server
she used as secretary of state.

Trump’s  criticism  of
Clinton turned personal in the
debate’s closing moments.
He said, “She doesn’t have
the look, she doesn’t have
the stamina” to be president.
He’s made similar comments
in previous events, sparking
outrage from Clinton backers
who accused him of leveling
a sexist attack on the first
woman nominated for presi-
dent by a major U.S. political
party.

Clinton leapt at the
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nominee Hillary Clinton and Republican presidential

nominee Donald Trump shake hands during the presidential debate at Hofstra University

in Hempstead, N.Y., Monday.

opportunity  to  remind
voters of Trump’s numerous
controversial comments
about women, who will be
crucial to the outcome of the
November election.

“This is a man who has
called women pigs, slobs and
dogs,” she said.

The televised face-off was
the most anticipated moment
in an election campaign that
has been both historic and
unpredictable. Both sides
expected a record-setting
audience for the showdown
at  Hofstra  University
in suburban New York,
reflecting the intense national
interest in the race to become
America’s 45th president.

The  centerpiece  of
Trump’s case against Clinton
was that the former senator
and secretary of state is little
more than a career politician
who has squandered opportu-
nities to address the domestic
and international she’s now
pledging to tackle as presi-
dent.

“She’s got experience,”
he said, “but it’s bad experi-
ence.”

Both candidates portrayed
themselves as best-prepared
to lead a nation where many
are still struggling to benefit
from a slow economic
recovery and are increasingly
fearful of terror threats at
home and abroad. When
Trump jabbed Clinton for
taking time off the campaign
trail to study for the debate,
she said, “I prepared to be
president, and that’s a good
thing.”

The candidates sparred
over trade, taxes and how to
bring good-paying jobs back
to the United States.

Clinton said her Repub-
lican rival was promoting
a “Trumped-up” version of
trickle-down economics — a
philosophy focused on tax
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cuts for the wealthy. She
called for increasing the
federal minimum  wage,
spending more on infrastruc-
ture projects and guaranteeing
equal pay for women.

Trump panned policies that
he said have led to American
jobs being moved overseas, in
part because of international
trade agreements that Clinton
has supported. He pushed
her aggressively on her past
support for the Trans-Pacific
Partnership trade pact while
she was serving in the Obama
administration. She’s since
said she opposes the sweeping
deal in its final form.

“You called it the gold
standard of trade deals,”
Trump said. “If you did win,
you would approve that.”

Disputing his version of
events, Clinton said, “I know
you live in your own reality.”

Trump  struggled to
answer repeated questions
about why he only recently
acknowledged that Obama
was born in the United States.
For years, Trump has been
the chief promoter of ques-
tions falsely suggesting the
president was born outside of
America.

“He has really started his
political activity on this racist
lie,” Clinton charged.

Trump also repeatedly
insisted that he opposed the
Iraq War before the 2003 U.S.
invasion, despite evidence
to the contrary. Trump was
asked in September 2002
whether he supported a
potential Iraq invasion in an
interview with Howard Stern.
He responded: “Yeah, I guess
s0.”

Presented ~ with  the
comment during the debate,
Trump responded: “I said
very lightly, I don’t know,
maybe, who knows.”

The Republican also
appeared  to  contradict
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himself on how he might
use nuclear weapons if he’s
elected president. He first said
he “would not do first strike”
but then said he couldn’t
“take anything off the table.”

Clinton said Trump was
too easily provoked to serve
as commander in chief and
could be quickly drawn into
a war involving nuclear
weapons.

“A man who can be
provoked by a tweet should
not have his fingers anywhere
near the nuclear codes,” she
said.

Trump replied: “That
line’s getting a little bit old.”
Some frequently

hot-button issues were barely
mentioned during the intense
debate. Illegal immigration
and Trump’s promises of a
border wall were not part of
the conversation. And while
Clinton took some questions
on her private email server,
she was not grilled about
her family’s foundation, Bill
Clinton’s past infidelities or
her struggle with trustworthi-
ness.

AP FACT CHECK

TRUMP, denying Clinton’s accusation that he
supported the Iraq war: “Wrong. Wrong.” Later: “That
is a mainstream media nonsense put out by her. I was
against the war in Iraq.”

THE FACTS: There is no evidence Trump expressed
public opposition to the war before the U.S. invaded,
despite his repeated insistence that he did. Rather, he
offered lukewarm support. He only began to voice doubts
about the conflict well after it began in March 2003.

His first known public comment on the topic came on
Sept. 11, 2002, when he was asked whether he supported
a potential Iraq invasion in an interview with radio host
Howard Stern. “Yeah, I guess so,” Trump responded.

On March 21, 2003, just days after the invasion began,
Trump said it “looks like a tremendous success from a
military standpoint.”

Later that year he began voicing doubts.

CLINTON, denying Trump’s accusation that she
called the Trans-Pacific Partnership trade deal the “gold
standard” of trade agreements: “I did say I hoped it would
be a good deal.”

THE FACTS: Trump is correct. On a 2012 trip to
Australia as secretary of state, Clinton called the deal that
was taking shape the “gold standard” of trade agreements.
She championed it in other venues around the world. She
did not merely express the hope it would turn out well.

Clinton flip-flopped into opposing the trade deal in the
Democratic primary when facing Bernie Sanders, who
was strongly opposed to it.

TRUMP, when Clinton accused him of calling climate
change a hoax invented by the Chinese: “I did not say that.”

THE FACTS: Yes he did, in the form of a 2012
tweet: “The concept of global warming was created by
and for the Chinese in order to make U.S. manufacturing
non-competitive.” He later claimed he was kidding, but
he’s also repeated the claim that climate change is a hoax,
and one that benefits China.

He tweeted in January 2014: “Snowing in Texas
and Louisiana, record setting freezing temperatures
throughout the country and beyond. Global warming is
an expensive hoax!”

TRUMP: “I’ve been under audit for almost 15 years.”

THE FACTS: Trump has never provided evidence
to the public that he is actually under audit. A letter
released by his tax attorneys never used the word, merely
describing his tax returns under continuous examination.
That is not a formal term for any kind of action by the
Internal Revenue Service.

Trump has declined to provide the IRS’ formal notice
of audit to The Associated Press and other news outlets.
And former IRS officials have expressed skepticism that
anyone would be audited so frequently. Trump cites an
audit as the reason he won’t release his tax returns.

CLINTON: “Independent experts have looked at what
I’ve proposed and looked at what Donald’s proposed, and
basically they’ve said this, that if his tax plan...were to
go into effect, we would lose 3.5 million jobs and maybe
have another recession. They’ve looked at my plans and
they’ve said...we will have 10 million more new jobs.”

THE TRUTH: Those numbers come from one
expert, Moody’s Analytics chief economist Mark Zandi,
a widely respected analyst but one who has also donated
to Clinton’s campaign. His estimate that Trump’s plan
would cost 3.5 million jobs was issued in June 2016, and
Trump has altered his tax cut proposals and other policies
since then.
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