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Trump debate
challenge: Keeping his
cool if Clinton attacks

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Donald Trump’s advisers are
urging him to keep his cool
during next week’s presiden-
tial debate and resist attempts
by Hillary Clinton to provoke
him with questions about
his business record, wealth
or controversial comments
about minorities.

The focus underscores
the campaign’s concern that
too many Americans still
don’t believe the Republican
has the temperament to be
president, which could be a
difference-maker in a close
race with Clinton.

“He can’t let Hillary get
under his skin,” said Newt
Gingrich, the former House
speaker and Trump adviser.

Gingrich is part of a
rotating cast of politicians
and policy experts traveling
with Trump on his private
plane for mid-flight debate
preparations, according to
Republicans familiar with the
preparations. Others include
retired Lt. Gen. Mike Flynn,
who is advising Trump on
national security, and econ-
omist Peter Navarro. New
Jersey Gov. Chris Christie,
a loyal Trump supporter, has
been helping on issues such
as the federal government’s
relationship with the states.

Trump has eschewed the
kind of mock debate setups
candidates traditionally use
to get ready for the high-pres-
sure events and hasn’t tapped
anyone to play Clinton in
his prep sessions. But aides
say he is studying written
briefing material on domestic
and international issues and
is also talking through topics
with advisers.

“He’s a  formidable,
well-prepared candidate with
a formidable, well-prepared
team,” said Navarro, a
professor.

Some Trump aides are
more  concerned  about

Trump’s  disposition  on
the debate stage than his
command of the issues,
according to Republicans
who insisted on anonymity
because they were not autho-
rized to publicly discuss the
private debate preparations.

In particular, Trump
advisers are trying to steel
him for the likelihood that
Clinton will aim to get a
rise out of him on live tele-
vision in front of what both
campaigns expect to be a
record-setting audience.

The Republican has long
lashed out at critics in deeply
personal ways, especially
after a perceived slight.
Clinton has raised that habit
as evidence that Trump is
too thin-skinned to be trusted
with nuclear weapons and
other life-and-death deci-
sions that cross a president’s
desk.

Voters seem to share Clin-
ton’s concerns. According to
a new AP-GfK poll, just 30
percent of registered voters
say they consider Trump at
least somewhat qualified
to be president. Only 24
percent consider him at least
somewhat civil, while half
consider him at least some-
what racist.

It’s unclear how aggres-
sive Clinton will be in
trying to bait Trump during
Monday night’s faceoff at
New York’s Hofstra Univer-
sity. On the campaign trail
and in television ads, she’s
targeted Trump’s criticism
of a U.S.-born judge of
Mexican descent, his feud
with an American-Muslim
family whose son was killed
in Iraq while serving in the
Army and his mocking of
a disabled reporter. She’s
also challenged his business
success and suggested he
isn’t releasing his taxes
because he’s not as wealthy
as he contends.

BRIEFLY

Kerry admits
diplomacy at
impasse as Syrian
truce collapses

NEW YORK (AP)

— The United States and
Russia ended any pretenses
Thursday of their cease-fire
for Syria remaining in force
after days of increased
violence and the Syrian
military’s announcement of
a new offensive in Aleppo.

“We can’t go out to the
world and say we have an
agreement when we don’t,”
Secretary of State John
Kerry said after meeting
the top diplomats from
Russia and more than a
dozen European and Middle
Eastern countries.

Kerry’s statement, after
three days of private and
public diplomacy on the
sidelines of the U.N. General
Assembly, provided an
ominous endnote to a week
diplomats had hoped would
be a major capstone toward
peace.

Instead, Kerry and
Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov, who
negotiated the truce two
weeks ago, went their
separate ways as violence in
Syria flared up anew and the
relationship between the two
key foreign powers in the
conflict appeared to reach a
new low.

No one spoke of being
able to quickly resuscitate
the cease-fire. While Kerry
and Lavrov were set to
hold more talks Friday,
even confidence-building
measures seemed beyond
their reach at this point.

As the diplomats huddled
in a New York hotel, Syria’s
military command said it
would restart operations in
the northern city of Aleppo,
scene of some of the bitterest
fighting in recent months.

According to one official
present in the gathering,
Kerry was informed of the
news when his chief of staff
showed him a headline on
his BlackBerry.

A furious Kerry then
told the entire room, Lavrov
included, that “even while
we are meeting here,
they are doing this,” said
the official, who wasn’t
authorized to speak publicly
on the matter and demanded

anonymity.

Lavrov told Russian
media that consultations
would continue to
“guarantee” the cease-fire.

But even as Kerry vowed
to press on with all efforts
to find a peaceful solution
to the war between Syrian
President Bashar Assad’s
Russian-backed government
and U.S.-backed rebels, the
American acknowledged
the current strategy wasn’t
working.

“We can’t be the only
ones trying to hold this door
open,” Kerry told reporters.
“Russia and the regime must
do their part or this will have
no chance.”

He called for the
immediate grounding of
planes and helicopters that
have launched airstrikes,
including a Russian one
earlier this week that the
U.S. says hit an aid convoy,
killing 20 civilians.

Yahoo hack steals
personal info from
at least S00M
accounts

SAN FRANCISCO
(AP) — Computer hackers
swiped personal information
from at least 500 million
Yahoo accounts in what is
believed to be the biggest
digital break-in at an email
provider.

The massive security
breakdown disclosed
Thursday poses new
headaches for beleaguered
Yahoo CEO Marissa Mayer
as she scrambles to close a
$4.8 billion sale to Verizon .

The breach dates back to
late 2014, raising questions
about the checks and
balances within Yahoo — a
fallen internet star that
has been laying off staff
and trimming expenses
to counter a steep drop in
revenue during the past eight
years.

At the time of the
break-in, Yahoo’s security
team was led by Alex
Stamos, a respected industry
executive who left last
year to take a similar job at
Facebook.

Yahoo didn’t explain
what took so long to uncover
a heist that it blamed on
a “state-sponsored actor”

— parlance for a hacker
working on behalf of a
foreign government.

Deplorable?

WASHINGTON  (AP)
— It was supposed to be her
“47 percent” moment.

When Hillary Clinton
said that half of Donald

Trump’s supporters
belonged in a “basket of
deplorables,” Republicans

thought they just might have
found her campaign-crush-
ing-blunder.

The gaffe, they hoped,
was a way to cement an
image as an out-of-touch
snob, just as Democrats
did four years ago to Mitt
Romney after he said “47
percent” of voters backed
President Barack Obama
because they were “depen-
dent on government.”

But a new Associated
Press-GfK poll finds that
Clinton’s stumble didn’t
have quite the impact that
Trump and his supporters
wanted. It’s Trump who’s
viewed as most discon-
nected and disrespectful.

Sixty percent of regis-
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Trump more than Clinton, poll finds

' underscore how Trump’s
no-holds-barred  approach
may be wearing on the
country. Despite efforts by
his campaign to keep him
on message, his image as
an outspoken firebrand who
brazenly skips past societal
norms  appears  deeply
ingrained among voters.

Nearly three in four do
not view him as even some-
what civil or compassionate.
Half say he’s at least some-
what racist.

Even among those saying
they’ll most likely vote for
Trump, 40 percent say they

AP Photo/ Evan Vucci

Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump
smiles Thursday in Philadelphia.

tered voters say he does not
respect “ordinary Ameri-
cans,” according to the poll.
That’s far more than the 48
percent who say the same
about Clinton.

Trump supporters had
begun showing up at his
rallies with shirts and
signs riffing on the word
“deplorable.” The hashtag
(hash)BasketofDeplorables

began trending on Twitter,
as the Republican nomi-
nee’s backers demanded an
apology. At a rally last week
in Florida, Trump walked
out to a song from the play
Les Miserables.

“Welcome to all you
deplorables!” he shouted, in
front of a backdrop that read,
“Les Deplorables.”

But the poll findings

think the word “compas-

sionate” doesn’t describe
him well.
Trump is viewed

unfavorably by 61 percent
of registered voters and
Clinton by 56 percent. But
despite her similarly high
unfavorability rating, voters
do not hold the same nega-
tive views about her as they
do of Trump.
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