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Oregon pot accreditation program on ‘verge of collapse’

PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — The administrator of a state program tasked with making
sure marijuana labs are accredited said the Oregon Health Authority has ignored his
pleas for resources and that the agency is “on the verge of collapse.”

The Oregonian/OregonLive reports that Gary Ward, administrator of the Oregon
Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Program, detailed the crisis facing the
agency in a memo sent last week to the health authority. The accreditation division is
a health authority program.

He said his agency, which also accredits labs that test drinking water, was initially
assured resources to implement state-mandated cannabis testing accreditation, but
“so far we have received zero” support from the health authority.

A health authority official said the agency would release a statement in response to
Ward’s claims.

Starting Oct. 1, new products headed to marijuana dispensary shelves will have to be
tested to assess potency and look for biological contaminants such as E. coli, residual
solvents from the extraction process used to make oil, and dozens of pesticides.

The state’s new testing standards are intended to address pesticide contamination,
which remains a concern in Oregon and in other states with legal pot markets.

Ward said all work on marijuana lab accreditation - as well as the agency’s work on
drinking water - will stop without additional resources.
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WMARGIE'S POT SHop

405E STUEBEN-HWY . 1-509-493-0441 « MARGIESPOT.COM

This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit forming. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or
machinery under the influence of this drug. There may be health risks associated with consumption of this product. For use only by adults twenty-one and older.
Keep out of the reach of children




