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Condon joins high-speed 
internet initiative

CONDON — The tiny Gilliam County 
town of Condon recently joined a handful 
of Oregon municipalities in an initiative 
that supports broadband investment for 
community development.

In addition to Condon, Next Century 
Cities include Sandy, Independence, 
Gresham, Portland and Lake Oswego. To 
date, 150 cities nationwide have joined the 
effort to assist in leveraging high-speed 
internet to attract new businesses and create 
jobs, improve health care and education, and 
connect residents to new opportunities. 

Next Century Cities supports 
communities and their elected leaders as 
they seek to ensure that all have access 
to fast, affordable and reliable internet. 
Condon Mayor Jim Hassing said joining 
the effort helps ensure the availability of 
next-generation broadband internet for all 
communities. 

“This group will allow us resources 
to connect with other cities to reach our 
broadband goals,” he said.

A project of the nonproit New Venture 
Fund, Next Century Cities started less 
than two years ago to support mayors and 
city leaders who are working to achieve 
the beneits of broadband investments for 
business, schools, government engagement 
and more, said Deb Socia, executive director.

For more information, visit www.
nextcenturycities.org.

Heppner chamber sets 
luncheon, candidate’s forum

HEPPNER — People can catch up on 
the latest during the Heppner Chamber of 
Commerce’s upcoming meeting.

The no-host luncheon gathering will 
include an all entities report Thursday, Oct. 
6 at noon at Heppner City Hall, 111 N. Main 

St. Alvin Liu of Gateway Cafe will serve 
cheeseburger sliders, potato chips, salad and 
homemade chocolate cake. The cost is $10. 
To ensure there’s enough food and seating, 
those planning to attend are asked to RSVP 
by Friday, Sept. 30. 

In addition, people are encouraged to 
“save the date” for an upcoming candidates’ 
forum during the Thursday, Oct. 20 chamber 
luncheon. It will feature those running 
for mayor and city council in Heppner. 
Additional details will be available as the 
event gets closer.

For more information or to make a 
reservation for the Oct. 6 luncheon, contact 
heppnerchamber@centurytel.net or 541-676-
5536.

B2B lunch features drawing 
for smoker

HERMISTON — Those attending the 
upcoming B2B Luncheon will have an 
opportunity to win a smoker.

The Hermiston Chamber of Commerce 
B2B Luncheon will include introduction 
of Emma Porricolo, the city’s 2016-17 
community placement participant through 
the RARE (Resource Assistance for Rural 
Environments) AmeriCorps program. She 
will work in developing and advancing 
downtown district events and programs. 

The no-host luncheon is Tuesday, Sept. 27 
at 11:45 a.m. at the Hermiston Conference 
Center, 415 S. Highway 395. The meal, 
provided by Ixtapa, is $10 for members and 
$13 for non-members. Be sure to bring a 
business card to enter in the drawing for the 
smoker.

For more information or to RSVP for the 
luncheon, contact 541-567-6151 or kelly@
hermistonchamber.com.
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Staff has presented the 
Pendleton City Council 
with a few options to 
ix the closed Southwest 
13th Street staircase, but 
replacing it with a new set 
of stairs isn’t at the top of 
the list. 

At a council meeting 
Tuesday, staff will propose 
the stairs be replaced with 
a gravel path that runs from 
the Southwest 13th Street/
Goodwin Lane intersection 
to the Southwest 12th Street 
cul-de-sac.

Students from Goodwin 

Lane and the surrounding 
area had previously used 
the 13th Street staircase to 
navigate a 54-foot slope to 
and from a bus stop at the 
Pendleton Early Learning 
Center.

The staircase closed last 
year when a Pendleton man 
posted a video online that 
highlighted the crumbling 
concrete and exposed rebar. 

Staff looked into 
building a new staircase 
where the current one is, but 
the a preliminary estimate 
pegged the cost at $200,000. 

Unless the council 
considered implementing 

a city-wide charge to pay 
for new stairs, staff wrote 
that the gravel path could 
be paid for out of the city’s 
existing budget, although 
no cost estimate has been 
calculated. 

If the council approves 
the gravel path, city staff 
would also ask for permis-
sion to extend it to the end of 
paving at Southwest Hailey 
Avenue. Next paving season 
it would pave the path and 
demolish the old staircase. 

The council will meet 
Tuesday at 7 p.m. at the 
council chambers in city 
hall, 500 S.W. Dorion Ave.

Council to discuss replacing 
closed staircase with gravel path 
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A pair of sisters placed 
irst and second in the 
American Indian Beauty 
Pageant Friday, continuing 
a tradition of beauty titles 
established by their ances-
tors. 

Presented on horseback 
in front of a panel of 12 
judges from across the 
country, 18 contestants ages 
14-24 vied for the top spot 
on Main Street prior to the 
Westward Ho! Parade. The 
top four competitors are all 
from the Pendleton area and 
members of the Confeder-
ated Tribes of the Umatilla 
Indian Reservation. 

Anna Jane Harris, 22, 
took home irst place, 
another accolade for a 
woman who won the 2007 
Junior American Indian 
Beauty Pageant and was a 
Happy Canyon princess in 
2013. 

After graduating from 

Pendleton High School with 
a 4.0 GPA, Anna earned a 
bachelor’s degree in biology 
and chemistry from Smith 
College in Northampton, 
Massachusetts.

Anna is currently looking 
at graduate schools with 
the intention of becoming a 
surgeon and enjoys riding 
horses and making art in her 
free time. 

Her sister, Mary Harris, 
20, came in second place. 

Mary graduated from 
Blue Mountain Community 
College with three associ-
ate’s degrees and is currently 
working on a mechanical 
engineering degree from 
the University of Idaho. 
She was a Happy Canyon 
princess in 2015. 

The Harris family 
has been participating in 
the Round-Up since its 
founding, their great-grand-
father an early rider in the 
Indian relay race and her 
grandmother a previous 

beauty pageant winner.
The grandmother lost 

her dress after winning the 
pageant, prompting Mary 
and her two older sisters to 
recreate it in her honor. 

Alyssa Farrow, 17, was 
the third place winner, 
following up on her win in 
the 2012 junior pageant. 

Farrow enjoys picking 
berries, ishing, hunting, 
digging roots and other 
traditional tribal activities   

A valedictorian at Nixy-
aawii Community School, 
Farrow will attend Stanford 
University in the fall. 

Tayler Leigh Craig, 20, 
rounded off the top four.

A BMCC student and a 
Wildhorse Resort & Casino 
employee, Craig is a descen-
dant of Chief Jim Kanine on 
her mother’s side and Chief 
Joseph on her father’s side. 

Craig also has several 
Happy Canyon princesses 
in her lineage and calls her 
horse Lane her best friend. 

Harris sisters win top spots at 
American Indian Beauty Pageant 
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Anna Jane Harris won the Native American Beauty Pageant on Main Street  
Friday morning before the Westward Ho! parade.

By PHIL WRIGHT
East Oregonian

Andrea Dalhoff 
mentioned the cowboy hats 
and smiled. The common 
sight during the Pendleton 
Round-Up was new for her. 
Germany, after all, does not 
have an event or wardrobe 
quite like it.

“The rodeo,” she said “... 
is a huge atmosphere in the 
stadium.”

Dalhoff, 52, visited the 
U.S. three times in her life 
before this week. She came 
irst in 1998 for a friend’s 
wedding in New York City 
and fell in love with The Big 
Apple.

“I was there for seven 
days, and I didn’t sleep,” she 
said.

Her next trip came 14 
years later, when she, her 
husband and daughter 
were in New York state. 
Her daughter came to 
Forest Grove in 2013 as an 
exchange student. The next 
year, Dalhoff said, they 
came to Oregon to bring her 
home, and she learned about 
Pendleton but they did not 
drop in.

Now she is on a three-
month sabbatical from her 
job as a computer systems 
administrator for Licht 
Blick, a renewable energy 
company in Hamburg, 
Germany’s second-largest 
city. The time off afforded 
her the opportunity to fulill 
her desire to see Pendleton 
and the Round-Up.

Dalhoff arrived Tuesday 
afternoon, took in the 
Happy Canyon night show, 
two days of the rodeo, the 
Westward Ho! Parade and 
as much of Pendleton as 
she could. She leaves early 
Saturday.

The rodeo was a thrill, she 
said, and the crowd seemed 
to love it all. But Dalhoff 
admitted that she did not 
share the enthusiasm most 
folks had for bull riding.

“My heart was with the 
bulls,” she said.

Tying to understand the 
rodeo scoring was a chal-
lenge, she said, but a man 
from Walla Walla sitting 
next her to explained how it 

works.
And the many costumes 

on display during 
Round-Up, particularly the 
Indian regalia, drew her eye. 
She said she used to design 
costumes for theater, TV 
shows and movies when she 
lived on the east side of the 
Berlin Wall.

So far from home, she 
met a couple from England 
also here for the Round-Up, 
and others who traveled 
from Germany. She said 
she even discovered she 
knows someone married to a 
woman from Pendleton.

“I think the Pendleton 
Round-Up is famous also 
in Germany,” Dalhoff said, 
and Germans will travel all 
the way to Eastern Oregon 
to experience it for just a 
single day.

Pat Beard, director of 
Travel Pendleton, gave 
a rough estimation that 
250-300 European visitors 
come to the Round-Up each 
year, based on visitors that 
come into the Pendleton 
Chamber of Commerce, 
inquiries the chamber 
receives and information 
from Travel Oregon. Most 
of those, he said, are from 
Germany, France and Great 
Britain. 

“The Germans love the 
American West,” Beard 
said, and some of that stems 
from Karl Friedrich May 
(pronounced “my”), who 
in the 19th century wrote 
Old West adventure novels. 
There’s even a Karl May 
festival each year, Beard 
said.

Dalhoff said she enjoys 
nature and horseback 
riding, an experiment she 
began seven years ago. 
Her teacher, she said, is a 
stuntman, capable of feats of 
derring-do on a steed.

“I don’t do that,” she said. 
“I’m happy if I can sit on the 
horse and not fall off.”

Rather than a hotel room 
or RV, Dalhoff used the 
website couchsuring.com 
to ind a place to stay in 
Pendleton. She landed in the 
home of Renee Struthers, the 
records editor for the East 
Oregonian. Dalhoff hung 
out with the Struthers family, 
even pitching in Thursday 
and Friday evenings to 
help Renee’s sister, Soi 
Smith, with her job at 
Master Printers organizing 
day sheets for Friday’s and 
Saturday’s rodeos.

Dalhoff and her husband, 
who is from Israel, have two 
children — a 13-year-old 
son and a daughter, soon 
to turn 19. German is her 
irst language, but she also 
speaks English and Russian, 
which she does not enjoy, 
and some Hebrew. Being 
multilingual, she said, opens 
the heart.

Oregon is a lovely state, 
Dalhoff said, and the people 
are friendly. And she may 
not be done with the United 
States.

“I have a great dream to 
take a car to drive from the 
east side of the states to the 
west side of the states,” she 
said.

Her next sabbatical is 
three years away. 

Round-Up through German eyes
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Andrea Dalhoff, of Germany, traveled to the U.S. this 
week to experience the Pendleton Round-Up.

You’ve already dreamed up the blueprints. We may be able to help 

bring them to life. The U.S. Bank Home Equity Line of Credit offers 

competitive rates, lexible payment options and trusted service to help 

you inance the lasting home improvements you’ve always wanted.

*1.50% Introductory Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is available on Home Equity Lines of Credit with an 80% loan-to-value (LTV) or less. 
The Introductory Interest Rate will be fixed at 1.50% during the 6-month Introductory Period. A higher introductory rate will apply for an 
LTV above 80%. Offer is available for new applications submitted from September 11 – November 11, 2016. After the 6-month 
introductory period: the APR is variable and is based upon an index plus a margin. The APR will vary with Prime Rate (the index) as 
published in the Wall Street Journal. As of September 11, 2016, the variable rate for Home Equity Lines of Credit ranged from 2.62% APR 
to 7.20% APR. Higher rates may apply due to an increase in the Prime Rate, a credit limit below $100,000, an LTV above 70%, and/or a 
credit score less than 730. A U.S. Bank Consumer Silver, Gold, or Platinum Checking Package account is required to receive the lowest 
rate, but is not required for loan approval. The rate will not vary above 18% APR, or applicable state law, or below 2.12% APR – 2.55% 
APR, depending on market. Choosing an interest-only repayment may cause your monthly payment to increase, possibly substantially, 
once your credit line transitions into the repayment period. Repayment options may vary based on credit qualifications. Interest only 
repayment may be unavailable. Loans are subject to credit approval and program guidelines. Not all loan programs are available in all 
states for all loan amounts. Interest rates and program terms are subject to change without notice. Property insurance is required. U.S. 
Bank and its representatives do not provide tax or legal advice. Your tax and financial situation is unique. You should consult your tax and/
or legal advisor for advice and information concerning your particular situation. Other restrictions may apply. Mortgage and Home Equity 

products offered by U.S. Bank National Association. Deposit Products are offered through U.S. Bank National Association. 
Customer pays no closing costs, except escrow-related funding costs. An annual fee of up to $90 may apply after the first 
year and is waived with a U.S. Bank personal Platinum Checking Package. The Consumer Pricing Information brochure lists 
terms and conditions that apply to U.S. Bank Consumer Checking Package accounts and can be obtained by calling 
800.872.2657. Member FDIC. ©2016 U.S. Bank.  160494  8/16

They’re your dreams.  
Start building them.

Introductory rate for 6 months  
Rates as low as

Variable rate after 
introductory period

HOME 
EQUITY 
LINE OF  
CREDIT 1.50 4.00

Rate available 9/11/16 - 11/11/16.
Rates are subject to change.

Rate shown for lines of credit:
– Up to 70% loan-to-value
–  U.S. Bank Consumer Checking Package 
Actual rate may be lower.  
Visit usbank.com for custom rates.

APR* APR*
% %

Call 800.209.BANK (2265),   

visit a local branch, 

or go to usbank.com/dreambig


