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Bundy and his brother Ryan,
who’s also on trial, are part
of a Nevada ranching family
embroiled in a long-running
dispute over land use.

“Everyone in this great
nation has a right to his
or her beliefs. We are not
prosecuting the defendants
because we don’t like what
they think or said,” Barrow
told jurors. “We are prose-
cuting them because of what
they did.”

The occupation drew
national attention to the
decades-old fight between
the federal government and
Western states over land
policy. After the land was
seized, the government left
the group alone for weeks
until the last few holdouts
abandoned the Malheur
National Wildlife Refuge
after 41 days.

The seven on trial are
charged with conspiring to
impede Interior Department
employees from doing their
jobs through intimidation or
threats. Five are also charged
with possession of a firearm
in a federal facility.

Barrow said he will
detail how the occupiers
were divided into squads
and drilled in hand-to-hand
combat. He also said one
of the participants in the
standoff will testify against
his former allies.

Marcus Mumford, the
defense attorney for Ammon
Bundy, said in his opening
statement that the occupa-
tion had nothing to do with
impeding federal employees.

Ammon Bundy “did what
he did to demand account-
ability from the federal
government,” Mumford
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Protestors gather outside the federal courthouse in Portland on Tuesday. The trial of The Bundy brothers, Am-
mon and Ryan, and five others are on trial nine months after the armed occupation of a wildlife refuge in Oregon
as government prosecutors began opening statements in Portland on Tuesday.

said. “He demanded the
federal government obey the
law — the nerve.”

Bundy grew up the son of
arancher, Mumford said, and
became a “reluctant activist”
on matters involving govern-

ment overreach and Western
lands.
Mumford repeatedly

asserted that Bundy was
trying to legally take the
refuge land by a practice
known as adverse posses-
sion, which is a way to gain
title to land by occupying it
for a period of time.

U.S. District Court Judge
Anna Brown stepped in to
tell jurors that the concept
of adverse possession is not
being litigated.

Mumford ended his state-
ment by noting that Bundy
and his followers never

aimed a gun at anyone.
Referencing the fatal
shooting by police of occu-
pation spokesman Robert
“Lavoy” Finicum, he said
only one side of the standoff

shot someone. “And it
wasn’t Mr. Bundy.”
Ryan Bundy, who is

acting as his own attorney,
told the court he came to
help another ranching family
he felt was being abused by
the government.

“I felt we were not there to
break the law but to enforce
the law,” Ryan Bundy said,
referring to the U.S. Consti-
tution. “I am very in favor of
government, as long as it’s
done correctly.”

Before lunch, the judge
rejected his request to hand
each juror a pocket-sized
copy of the Constitution.

About a dozen protesters
showed up outside the
federal courthouse in down-
town Portland. They waved
an upside-down American
flag and marched around the
building during the trial’s
lunch break.

Opening statements for
the remaining defendants
— Shawna Cox, David Fry,
Jeff Banta, Kenneth Meden-
bach and Neil Wampler
— concluded Tuesday after-
noon. All acknowledged
they were at the refuge, but
not to prevent employees
from doing their jobs.

Fry’s attorney Per Olson
said his client drove to
Oregon from Ohio with a
laptop computer, cellphone
and no gun: “He brought
tools of speech, not tools of
intimidation.”

The standoff began as a
protest against the imprison-
ment of two Oregon ranchers
convicted of setting fires and
quickly grew into demands
for the U.S. government
to turn public lands over to
locals. The issue traces back
to the 1970s and the Sage-
brush Rebellion, a move
by Western states such as
Nevada to win more control
of vast federal land holdings.

At the refuge near Burns,
protesters mostly came and
went as they pleased. They
changed the signs to “Harney
County Resource Center”
and said they would give
the land to local officials to
administer. The group held
frequent news conferences
and said they were doing
maintenance and other work
as they moved heavy equip-

ment around.

The occupation roiled the
surrounding area, with some
locals supporting the move-
ment and others denouncing
the occupiers as unwanted
outsiders.

Counterprotesters,
including environmentalists,
traveled to eastern Oregon
and wurged the federal
government to administer
public lands for the widest
possible uses, for everyone
from ranchers to bird
watchers.

The nearby Burns Paiute
Tribe also criticized the
standoff, noting that the
refuge contains prehistoric
archaeological sites and that
tribal members considered it
part of their ancestral land.

Oregon officials,
including Gov. Kate Brown,
grew frustrated at how long
it took federal authorities
to move against the group.
At one point, Brown sent
a letter to U.S. Attorney
General Loretta Lynch and
FBI Director James Comey
urging them to end the
occupation “as safely and as
quickly as possible.”

The Bundys were arrested
in a Jan. 26 traffic stop that
included the fatal shooting
of Finicum, an occupation
spokesman. Four holdouts
stayed at the refuge for
another 16 days.

A total of 26 people were
charged with conspiracy.
Eleven have pleaded guilty,
including  several from
the Bundys’ inner circle.
Charges were  dropped
against one. Seven defen-
dants sought and received
a delay in their trial, now
scheduled for February.

The trial is expected to
last until November.
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Review of businesses from 1875
to the present day
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SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 19 gEARs

EASTERN OREGON
MECHANICAL

SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR

18 YEARS

HERMISTON
PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

2372 N. 1st St.,
Hermiston, OR

541-567-0990

hermistonpropertymanagement.com

541-564-2607

30485 Oldfield Street, Hermiston

Hours: Monday-Friday 7am-4pm
WAHEASTOMO941BS « CCB#16775

18 YEARS
HERMISTON
REALTY

2372 N. 1st St.
Hermiston, Oregon
541-567-2121

www.hermistonrealtynow.com
@ Bl

SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 11 gEARS

o288 95140

“1F IT’S DIRTY,
WE <1E\ITY”

* Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
* Scotchguarding & Deodorizing
* Janitorial, Floors & Windows
* 30 Years Experience

A |

HerviistoN CLEANING SERVICES LLC

=4 L)

Insured & Bonded
www.hetmistoncleaningsetvices.com

SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 6 gEARs

¢ Manufacturing

GOSS Family
Jewelers
Hermiston's Local Jeweler - 21 years experience
¢ Watch & Clock Repair ¢ Engraving

¢ Custom Design
Phone: 541-289-4677 - 215 F.Main St., Ste.A, Hermiston, OR

¢ Stone Setting

Certified Home Inspector
LLC

541-571-5404

541-564-8540
evenings

SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR

17 YEARS
ALLTHATWOOD

CTION

you

and \/mv]‘ Tool

CEDAR - VINYL - SPLIT RAIL
Fence Boards - Posts
Gates

541-667-8191
80764 N. Hwy 395
Hermiston, OR

www.allthatwood.com

SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR

10 YEARS

P 27 Co. LIC

Residential » Commercial

541-571-1885
HERMISTON, OR - CCB 174874
WA - 4SEASSP933JP

SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR

G YEARS

OME TOWN

MORTGAGE GROUP

of American Pacific Mortgage Corp

Klm Arbogast
NMLS #230847

Melisa Webb

NMLS #311680

3 NMLS #471758-1850 @
541-564-5900

505 E. Main St., Ste A,

Hermiston, OR
www.hermistonhomeloans.com
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Threemile Canyon Farms, LLC
Castle Rock Farming LCC « Columbia River Dairy LCC
Six Mile Land & Cattle LLC « Cold Springs Dairy

A proud Corporate
Citizen of Morrow and
Umatilla Counties!

www.threemilecanyonfarms.com

75906 Threemile Rd
Boardman OR 97818

SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR

18 YEARS
(W)
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Birch Creek

TROPHIES & AWARDS

65675 E. Birch Creek Rd.
Pilot Rock

443-8631

‘OWNER: JULIE HUMPHREYS

15 VEARS

* General / Electrical Contracting
* Pump Stations ¢ Excavation

CCB# 146995

(541) 567-5005

14 SE Campbell Drive Hermiston

SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR

8 'JEA.RS

/ﬂ(

Advanced Orthopedic

541.289.7075
620 NW 11th St., Ste. 201
Hermiston, OR 97838
www.hermistonortho.com

SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR

4 YEARS

BEsT ANT[QHE STORE IN THE WEST

221 S. Main Street
Pendleton, OR 97801
509-953-8746

www.antiquesandartonmain.net
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MADE EASY

"Your Downtown Mailbox & Business Center"

OVERNIGHT

— DELIVERY —
Mailboxes ¢ Shipping
Notary e Fax e Copies

Scanning & Printing

541-567-6351 + FAX 541-567-7672

242 E. Main St. » Hermiston
(BACK ENTRANCE ON HURLBURT AVE.)

SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR

18 YEARS

Columbia
{JBank

1033 S. Hwy 395
Hermiston, OR 97838
(541) 564-6800

12 YEARS
q,l[RMISION
BR[WING (0.

541-289-7414
125 N. 1st St., Hermiston
SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR

o StateFarm'
CONKLIN

INSURANCE
AGENCY, INC.

www.nateconklin.com

395 E. Highland Ave.,
Hermiston, OR 97838

541-567-1551

SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR

3 YEARS
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Mary pets receive &
Full Service Grooming
Self Serve Dog Wash
Pendleton: 541-429-8787
La Grande: 541-910-2727
www.leterbark.com




