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Judge grants partial stop on N.D. pipeline work

Workers allegedly bulldozed sites ‘of great
historic and cultural significance to tribe’

WASHINGTON (AP) — An
American Indian tribe succeeded
Tuesday in getting a federal judge
to temporarily stop construction
on some, but not all, of a portion
of a $3.8 billion four-state oil
pipeline, but their broader request
still hangs in the balance.

U.S. District Judge James
Boasberg said Tuesday that work
will temporarily stop between
North Dakota’s State Highway
1806 and 20 miles east of Lake
Oahe, but will continue west of
the highway because he believes
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
lacks jurisdiction on private land.
It wasn’t immediately clear how
long of a stretch on which work
will stop.

He also said he’ll rule on the
Standing Rock Sioux Tribe’s
challenge of federal regulators’
decision to grant permits to the

Texas-based operators of Dakota
Access pipeline, which will cross
North Dakota, South Dakota, Iowa
and Illinois, by the end of Friday.

A weekend confrontation
between protesters and construc-
tion workers near Lake Oahe
prompted the tribe to ask Sunday
for a temporary stop of construc-
tion. Four private security guards
and two guard dogs received
medical treatment, officials said,
while a tribal spokesman noted
that six people — including a
child — were bitten by the dogs
and at least 30 people were
pepper-sprayed.

Dakota Access attorney Bill
Leone said during Tuesday’s
hearing that if it weren’t for the
stoppages, the section in question
would be finished by the end of
this week.

Standing Rock Sioux tribal

chairman Dave Archambault II
issued a statement after the ruling,
saying: “Today’s denial of a
temporary restraining order ... west
of Lake Oahe puts my people’s
sacred places at further risk of
ruin and desecration.” Attorney
Jan Hasselman with Earthjustice,
who filed the broader lawsuit on
behalf of the tribe, noted the tribe
will “know more by the end of the
week about where we’re heading.”

A spokeswoman for Dallas-
based Energy Transfer Partners
didn’t immediately respond to
telephone messages requesting
comment.

Leone also said in court that
there were two more attacks
on crews in North Dakota on
Tuesday. Morton County Sheriff
Kyle Kirchmeier said law enforce-
ment officers pulled back from
responding to a report of 150-200
protesters gathered at a construc-
tion area on private land because
they determined it wasn’t safe to
response.

He said some protesters had
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hatchets and knives, and two
secured themselves to heavy
equipment. No pipeline workers
were at the site, and no arrests
have been made.

Over the weekend, workers
allegedly bulldozed sites on
private land that Hasselman said
in court documents was “of great
historic and cultural significance
to the tribe.” The tribe’s cultural
expert, Tim Mentz Sr., said in
court documents that the tribe
believes there are human remains
in the area and that it wants “an
opportunity to rebury our rela-
tives.”

“The elders say that reburying
can help deal with the loss and
hurt of disturbing these graves,”
he said.

Lawyers for Dallas-based
Energy Transfer Partners filed
court documents Tuesday
morning denying that workers
have destroyed any cultural sites
and asking the judge to reject the
tribes’ request for a temporary
work stoppage. The company said

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 7

ADULT OPEN GYM, 6-7 a.m.,
Pendleton Recreation Center, 510
S.W. Dorion Ave. Half-court bas-
ketball. (541-276-8100).

COLLECTIVE GOODS
FLASH SALE, 7:30 a.m.to 4 p.m.,
Good Shepherd Medical Center
pharmacy lobby, 610 N.W. 11th
St., Hermiston. A good variety of
gifts and books at affordable pric-
es. Proceeds support scholarships
for those pursuing a medical ca-
reer and medical equipment for
the hospital.

BABY BOOGIE & TAPPIN’
TODDLERS, 10-10:45 am.,
Hermiston Public Library, 235 E.
Gladys Ave. (541-567- 2882).

STORY TIME, 11:15 a.m. to
noon, Hermiston Public Library,
235 E. Gladys Ave. (541-567-
2882).

PENDLETON SENIOR MEAL
SERVICE, 12 noon, Pendleton
Senior Center, 510 S.W. 10th St.
Costs $3.50 or $6 for those under
60. Pool, puzzles, crafts, snacks,
Second Time Around thrift store
9 am. to 1 p.m. For Meals On
Wheels, call 541-276-1926. (541-
276-7101).

“STANFIELD SENIOR MEAL
SERVICE, 12 noon, Stanfield
Community Center, 225 W. Roos-
evelt. Costs $3.50 for seniors, $6
for others.

ADULT BEGINNING COM-
PUTER COURSE, 3 p.m., Pend-
leton Public Library meeting room,
502 S.W. Dorion Ave. Free, but
registration required. (541-966-
0380).

MILTON-FREEWATER
FARMERS’ MARKET, 4-7 p.m.,
Orchard Park, South Main Street
(bottom of Milton Hill), 1224 Or-
egon-Washington Highway, Mil-
ton-Freewater. Food and craft ven-
dors. (541-938-5563).

DOGGIE DIP DAY, 5-7 p.m.,
Pendleton Family Aquatic Center,
1901 N.W. Carden Ave., Pend-
leton. Bring your well-mannered
dog for one last sumer hoorah.
Chlorine will be gone but water is
still available for a variety of games
and activities. Leashes required;
only pets allowed in pool. $3 per
dog.

IONE BACK-TO-SCHOOL
BARBECUE AND POTLUCK, 6
p.m., lone School cafeteria, 445
Spring St. Hamburgers and hot
dogs will be provided; those with
a last name beginning with A-M
bring a dessert to share, last name
N-Z bring a salad. Everyone wel-
come.

VEGAN/SUSTAINABLE LIV-
ING POTLUCK SUPPER, 7 p.m.,
call 541-969-3057 to RSVP and for
driving directions. Bring a vegan
dish and recipe. Gluten-free friend-
ly group.

THURSDAY, SEPT. 8

ADULT OPEN GYM, 6-7 a.m.,
Pendleton Recreation Center, 510
S.W. Dorion Ave. Half-court bas-
ketball. (541-276-8100).

RANCH MEMORY CARE
HOME GRAND OPENING AND
RIBBON CUTTING, 9 a.m. to 6
p.m., 540 N.W. 12th St., Hermis-
ton. Tour the newest memory care
home and enjoy hors d’oeuvres
and a wine and cheese tasting.
Ribbon cutting at 3 p.m. Free.

PRESCHOOL STORY AND
CRAFT TIME, 10:30 a.m., Mil-
ton-Freewater Public Library, 8
S.W. Eighth Ave. (Lili Schmidt 541-
938-8247).

BOARDMAN SENIOR MEAL
SERVICE, 12 noon, Boardman
Senior Center, 100 Tatone St.
Costs $4 for seniors or $5 for
adults. (541-481-3257).

HERMISTON SENIOR MEAL
SERVICE, 12 noon, Hermiston
Senior Center, 435 W. Orchard
Ave. Costs $4 or free for children
under 10. Extra 50 cents for uten-
sils/dishes. Meals on Wheels avail-
able. Transportation arranged by
donation. (541-567-3582).

PENDLETON SENIOR MEAL
SERVICE, 12 noon, Pendleton
Senior Center, 510 S.W. 10th St.
Costs $3.50 or $6 for those under
60. Pool, puzzles, crafts, snacks,
Second Time Around thrift store
9 am. to 1 p.m. For Meals On
Wheels, call 541-276-1926. (541-
276-7101).

SENSORY STORY TIME,
12:30 p.m., Boardman Public Li-
brary, 200 S. Main St. For birth to
age 4. (541-481-2665).

SKILLS FOR LIFE, 3-5 p.m.,
Pendleton Recreation Center, 510
S.W. Dorion Ave. Includes gym
activities and life skills for middle
and high school students. Free,
but registration requested. (Danny
Bane 541-379-4250).

MAIN STREET SIDESAD-
DLERS TWILIGHT BREAKFAST,
4:30-7 p.m., Stillman Park, 400
S.E. Byers Ave., Pendleton. Un-
official kickoff to 2016 Pendleton
Round-Up. Costs $8 for adults, $5
for children 4-12, free for ages 3
and under.

WASHINGTON ELEMENTA-
RY SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE AND
RIBBON CUTTING, 5-7 p.m,
1205 S.E. Byers Ave., Pendleton.
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it “has taken and continues to take
every reasonable precaution” to
protect cultural sites.

The U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers didn’t oppose the
tribe’s most recent request, with
Assistant Attorney General John
Cruden saying in court documents
that “the public interest would be
served by preserving peace.”

The tribe’s outstanding lawsuit
attempts to halt construction of the
pipeline, which is due to be finished
this year. The suit says the project
violates several federal laws,
including the National Historic
Preservation Act, will harm water
supplies on the reservation and
downstream and disturb ancient
sacred sites.

Hundreds of protesters have
camped out near the reservation
for weeks. Green Party presidential
candidate Jill Stein, who advocates
for clean energy, spent Monday
evening with them and used red
spray paint to write “I approve
this message” on the blade of a
bulldozer, a spokeswoman said.
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