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Explosion at SpaceX launch
site destroys rocket, satellite

CAPE CANAVERAL,
Fla. (AP) — A massive fire-
ball and explosion erupted
Thursday at SpaceX’s main
launch pad, destroying a
rocket as well as a satellite
that Facebook was counting
on to spread internet service
in Africa.

There were no injuries.
The pad had been cleared
of workers before what was
supposed to be a routine
pre-launch rocket engine test.

SpaceX chief Elon Musk
said the accident occurred
while the rocket was being
fueled and originated around
the upper-stage oxygen tank.

“Cause still unknown,”
Musk said via Twitter. “More
soon.”

The explosion — heard
and felt for miles around
— dealt a severe blow to
SpaceX, still scrambling
to catch up with satellite
deliveries following a launch
accident last year. It’s also a
setback for NASA, which
has been relying on the
private space company to
keep the International Space
Station stocked with supplies
and, ultimately, astronauts.

SpaceX was preparing for
the test firing of its unmanned
Falcon rocket when the blast
happened shortly after 9 a.m.
at Cape Canaveral Air Force
Station.

The test was in advance
of Saturday’s planned launch
of an Israeli-made commu-
nications satellite to provide

Moments later, the nose
cone containing the satellite
plunged to the ground,
followed by more explosions.
Buildings four miles
away shook from the blast,
and a series of explosions
continued  for  several
minutes. Dark smoke filled
the overcast sky. A half-hour
later, a black cloud hung low
across the eastern horizon.
Video cameras showed
smoke coming from the
restricted site well into late
afternoon. Most of the rocket
was still standing, although
the top third or so was clearly
bent over.
The explosion occurred
at Launch Complex 40
at the Air Force station,
right next door to NASA’s
Kennedy Space Center,
where emergency staff went
on standby and monitored
the air for any toxic fumes.
The initial blast sent NASA
employees rushing outside to
see what happened. The Air
Force stressed there was no
threat to public safety in the
surrounding communities.
While the pad was still
burning, it was off-limits.
“We want to make sure
we isolate any potential
problem,”  said  Shawn
Walleck, a spokesman for the
Air Force’s 45th Space Wing,
“because at this point, we’ve
had no casualties, we’ve had
no injuries, and we want to
keep it that way.”

The Falcon rocket

Hurricane Hermine
roars toward Florida

CARRABELLE, Fla. (AP) —
Hurricane Hermine gained strength

Thursday evening as it roared toward

Florida’s Gulf Coast, churning up
pounding surf that battered docks
and boathouses as people braced for
the first direct hit on the state from a
hurricane in over a decade.

The National Hurricane Center
said the storm’s top sustained winds
rose from 75 mph in the afternoon
to 80 mph by nightfall as the former
tropical storm gained new fury as it
bore down on the coast.

Hermine’s landfall was expected
late Thursday or early Friday in
the Big Bend area — the mostly
rural and lightly populated corner
where the Florida peninsula meets
the Panhandle — then drop back
down to a tropical storm and push
into Georgia, the Carolinas and up
the East Coast with the potential for
drenching rain and deadly flooding.

Florida Gov. Rick Scott warned
of the danger of strong storm surge,
high winds, downed trees and power
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during the day to move to inland
shelters if necessary and make sure
they had enough food, water and
medicine.

“This is a life-threatening
situation,” Scott said. “It’s going to
be a lot of risk. Right now, I want
everybody to be safe.”

Georgetown to give
descendants of slaves
admission priority

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Georgetown University will give
preference in admissions to the
descendants of slaves owned by the
Maryland Jesuits as part of its effort
to atone for profiting from the sale
of enslaved people, the president of
the prominent Jesuit university in
Washington announced Thursday.

University President John
DeGioia made the announcement as
he released the recommendations of
a school committee that was created
last year to study Georgetown’s ties
to slavery. The university also plans
to establish an institute for the study
of slavery, and to create a public

whom Georgetown benefited.

“We must acknowledge
that Georgetown University
participated in the institution of
slavery,” DeGioia said at a campus
gathering on Thursday. “There were
slaves here on this hilltop until
emancipation in 1862.”

In 1838, two priests who served
as president of the university
orchestrated the sale of 272 men,
women and children for $115,000,
or roughly $3.3 million in today’s
dollars, to pay off debts at the
school. The slaves were sent from
Jesuit plantations in Maryland to
Louisiana, “where they labored
under dreadful conditions,” and
families were broken up, according
to a report issued by the school
committee.

The transaction was one of the
most thoroughly documented large
sales of enslaved people in history,
and the names of many of the
people sold are included in bills of
sale, a transport manifest and other
documents. Genealogical research
conducted by Georgetown and other
organizations, has identified many

outages, and had urged people
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ynthia Tipton anonymous family

was having on Facebook, hoping

dinner with her they may eventually
family at Bandana’s see it. She wishes she
in the St. Louis area could thank them.
when she saw the “l am
look on her son’s overwhelmed and
face. She knew what humbled by your
was coming. AISHA thoughtfulness,” she

Her 14-year-old SULTAN | Wwrote. “It was so

daughter, Sophie, parents Talk Back | Unexpected, and yet
had been kidding it made such a huge

around with her

little brother, Noland. He
got embarrassed by her
mild teasing. He started
screaming and crying.
Loudly.

Noland, 10, has high-
functioning autism.

His meltdown caught
Tipton by surprise. She
walked over to his chair,
knelt down next to him,
began rubbing his back
and whispering in his ear:
“You’re being kind of loud.
It’s OK, buddy. Sophie
was just teasing. Let’s
calm down. Let’s be a little
quieter. You’re safe.”

The screaming continued
for a few minutes.

She felt self-conscious
and could tell her father,
who was dining with them,
was embarrassed, too.

Then, it was like a switch
flipped and her son calmed
down. When the waitress
walked over, her father was
convinced another diner had
complained and they were
going to be banned from the
restaurant.

That had happened once,
when Noland was 4, and
there had been a few times
when Tipton had taken her
son screaming and crying
from a restaurant.

The waitress did, indeed,
bring a message from
another customer.

Another family had paid
for their dinner. On the
receipt, the strangers wrote,
“Hi! We couldn’t help but
notice what a great mother
you are and what a beautiful
family you have. God bless.”

Tipton, who recently
opened an indoor gym
for children on the autism
spectrum and their families,
was speechless. The family
had already left, so she had
no way to respond to such a
gracious act of kindness.

“Being a parent is tough,”
she said. “Being an autism
parent is really tough.”

Strangers have no way of
knowing that her child is not
just being a brat. He has to
work much harder than other
children his age to control
his emotions.

She came home Thursday
night and posted the receipt
and a note of thanks to the

difference to our
family,” Tipton said.

In an age when parents
are often harshly judged by
others, these strangers acted
out of empathy.

Unlike the angry internet
mobs quick to attack a
child’s mistakes, or to judge
a parent for a family’s
tragedy, the interaction
with those who have
been in similar situations
comes from a place of
understanding.

Tipton, who gets
teary-eyed talking about
the diner’s note, has been
overwhelmed by people’s
reaction to her post.

“Just seeing how much
it’s uplifted other people ...
it makes you feel good,” she
said. “Ultimately, I really,
really hope that the family
who did this for us sees
this.”

As the story spread
of what happened in the
restaurant, it prompted
a heated debate among
commenters about when a
parent should take a child
out of a restaurant. Parents
of children on the spectrum
tried to explain how some
children respond differently
to stimuli when upset. Tipton
was clearly trying to calm
her son.

Others made an argument
that the other diners’
experience should not have
been negatively impacted,
even if for a few minutes, by
the outburst.

But the vast majority
who responded to Tipton
personally noted how much
kinder the world would be if
more people handled life the
way the other family did.

Her father commented on
Tipton’s post: “The family
that bought our dinner must
have been angels from God.
Regular people could not
have looked at us with such
compassion.”

In fact, regular people
can, and more of us should.

n

Aisha Sultan is a St.
Louis-based journalist who
studies parenting in the
digital age while trying to
keep up with her tech-savvy
children. Find her on
Twitter: @Aishas.
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