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PEANUTS BY CHARLES M. SCHULZ

FOR BETTER OR WORSE BY LYNN JOHNSTON

B.C. BY JOHNNY HART

PICKLES BY  BRIAN CRANE

BEETLE BAILEY BY MORT WALKER

GARFIELD BY JIM DAVIS

BLONDIE BY DEAN YOUNG AND STAN DRAKE

DILBERT BY SCOTT ADAMS

THE WIZARD OF ID BY BRANT PARKER AND JOHNNY HART

LUANN BY GREG EVANS

ZITS BY JERRY SCOTT AND JIM BORGMAN

PHOEBE AND HER UNICORN BY DANA SIMPSON

BIG NATE BY LINCOLN PEIRCE

Dear Abby: My best friend, 
“Kate,” approached me on a matter 
I’m uncomfortable with. For the last 
12 years we have laughed, cried, 
consulted on everything we struggle 
with and shared our joys. Kate has a 
great marriage. I’m struggling with 
the decision to remain in mine.

Recently, Kate, her husband 
and I were on an outing when they 
mentioned a menage a trois. It was 
obvious to me that they have done 
this before. Kate has been my closest 
friend for years, but I realize now there’s a 
side to her I never knew.

My resistance to their suggestion seems to 
have had no effect on her, yet I’m wrestling 
with my feelings. I’m trying to ignore this and 
maintain the friendship we had before, but it 
has been difficult. I wish I had never known, 
but now that I do, I need help sorting it out. — 
Missing My Best Friend

Dear Missing: How do you feel about the 
concept of open marriage? Do you approve? 
Disapprove? When Kate invited you into 
her marriage — which is what she and her 
husband did — the dynamic of your longtime 
friendship was changed. If you still felt the 
same about her, you wouldn’t be writing to 
me.

If you can get past this, you can still be 
friends. But on some level your relationship 
will never be as it was before she crossed that 
boundary.

Dear Abby: I recently moved in with 
“Tim,” a man I have been dating for more 
than a year. We’re very much in love and 
plan to be married one day. My problem is he 
keeps getting phone calls from old girlfriends. 
This morning someone called, but hung up 
when I picked up the phone.

Until now, I have trusted Tim completely. 
Now I’m afraid perhaps we acted too soon in 

moving in together. 
Tim has always remained friends 

with all of his girlfriends after their 
relationships ended. He says they 
are nothing more than friends now. 
I think he should have finalized his 
previous romances before I moved in. 
I believe he should take the initiative 
in contacting these women and ask 
them to respect our relationship by 
not calling.

How can I handle this without 
giving him an ultimatum? — Upset 

In Seattle
Dear Upset: If, after one hang-up, you are 

questioning Tim’s commitment to you, you’re 
being unfair. It’s possible the hang-up was a 
wrong number or a telemarketing call, and 
nothing more.

Ask yourself what it is about a hang-up 
on the telephone that has made you feel so 
vulnerable. You knew after you had dated 
Tim for a while that he’s the type of person 
who maintains friendships after the romance 
fizzles. Relax! And remember the person he 
invited to share the nest and build a future 
with was YOU.

Dear Abby: Since my husband and I were 
married two years ago, my relatives have 
been asking when we are going to have kids. 
I know they mean well, but these relatives all 
have a tendency to talk among themselves 
once they find juicy gossip to circulate.

I am now pregnant with our first child. I 
have asked my immediate family to keep the 
happy news to themselves and let the others 
find out later in my pregnancy or after the 
birth of my child.

How do we respond to these nosy, gossipy 
relatives when they ask, “Why didn’t you tell 
us sooner?” — Staying Mum For Now

Dear Staying Mum: The answer is, 
“Because we wanted to keep it private.”

Proposition reveals secret 
side of woman’s best friend

100 Years Ago
From the East Oregonian

Aug. 24, 1916
An ordinance governing the use of electric 

signs in the city was introduced in the city 
council last night by City Attorney Fee. The 
ordinance provides that all owners must be 
granted a permit before they are allowed to 
locate a sign. The proposed ordinance declares 
that all signs must be at least nine feet above 
the sidewalk and must be securely fastened to 
the adjacent building and not to any post on the 
sidewalk. The ordinance as it was introduced 
last night did not give the city power to take 
down signs already up and because of this City 
Attorney Fee was requested to revise the law 
for the next meeting of the council.

50 Years Ago
From the East Oregonian

Aug. 24, 1966
Ukiah is still dry but with the help of the U.S. 

Forest Service and health officials they have a 
plan which could have water piped down Main 
Street within a week or less. The idea now is 
to install a two-inch pump at Palmer’s Spring 
near Pine Creek and with the use of borrowed 
sprinkler pipe hoist the water to the forest 

service’s well where storage and pressure could 
be maintained, then back down Main Street 
where cutoffs or stand pipes would be placed. 
Ukiah residents could then go to one of these to 
draw a bucket of chlorinated and filtered water 
for drinking and bathing. The 300 people in 
this small town still won’t have running water 
in each home but, as was pointed out at last 
night’s community meeting, “Anything’ll beat 
nothing.” All of Ukiah’s shallow wells, fed by 
surface water, have gone dry in the drought.

25 Years Ago
From the East Oregonian

Aug. 24, 1991
Accused murderer Thomas Maletta has 

been returned to the Umatilla County Jail, 
after state hospital officials determined he was 
competent to stand trial. Maletta was sent to 
the state hospital in Salem last June by Circuit 
Court Judge Jack Olsen, who ruled that Maletta 
was unable to aid and assist in his own defense. 
The ruling followed a competency hearing in 
which witnesses, including Maletta’s defense 
attorneys, testified that he refused to cooperate 
on his own behalf. Maletta is charged with the 
kidnap, rape and murder of his ex-girlfriend, 
Dorena Morgan.

Today is the 237th day of 
2016. There are 129 days left 
in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On Aug. 24, A.D. 79, 
long-dormant Mount Vesu-
vius erupted, burying the 
Roman cities of Pompeii and 
Herculaneum in volcanic ash; 
an estimated 20,000 people 
died.

On this date:
In 1572, the St. 

Bartholomew’s Day massacre 
of French Protestants at the 
hands of Catholics began in 
Paris.

In 1814, during the War of 
1812, British forces invaded 
Washington, D.C., setting fire 
to the Capitol (which was still 
under construction) and the 
White House, as well as other 
public buildings.

In 1821, the Treaty of 
Cordoba was signed, granting 
independence to Mexico 
from Spanish rule.

In 1912, Congress passed 

a measure creating the Alaska 
Territory. Congress approved 
legislation establishing Parcel 
Post delivery by the U.S. Post 
Office Department, slated to 
begin on January 1, 1913.

In 1932, Amelia Earhart 
embarked on a 19-hour flight 
from Los Angeles to Newark, 
New Jersey, making her 
the first woman to fly solo, 
non-stop, from coast to coast.

In 1949, the North Atlantic 
Treaty came into force.

In 1954, President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower signed the 
Communist Control Act, 
outlawing the Communist 
Party in the United States.

In 1968, France became 
the world’s fifth thermonu-
clear power as it exploded a 
hydrogen bomb in the South 
Pacific.

In 1981, Mark David 
Chapman was sentenced in 
New York to 20 years to life 
in prison for murdering John 
Lennon. (Chapman remains 
imprisoned.)

Today’s Birthdays: 
Composer-musician Mason 
Williams is 78. Rhythm-
and-blues singer Marshall 
Thompson (The Chi-Lites) 
is 74. Rock musician Ken 
Hensley is 71. Actress Anne 
Archer is 69. Actor Joe 
Regalbuto is 67. Actor Kevin 
Dunn is 61. Former Arkansas 
Gov. Mike Huckabee is 61. 
Actor-writer Stephen Fry is 
59. Actor Steve Guttenberg 
is 58. Baseball Hall of Famer 
Cal Ripken Jr. is 56. Talk 
show host Craig Kilborn 
is 54. Basketball Hall of 
Famer Reggie Miller is 51. 
Actor-comedian Dave Chap-
pelle is 43. Singer Mika is 33. 
Actor Rupert Grint (“Harry 
Potter” films) is 28.

Thought for Today: 
“Show me a man who cannot 
bother to do little things 
and I’ll show you a man 
who cannot be trusted to do 
big things.” — Lawrence 
D. Bell, American aircraft 
manufacturer (1894-1956).

THIS DAY IN HISTORY

DAYS GONE BY

DEAR ABBY

Jeanne 
Phillips

Advice


