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HERMISTON: Unit ready to take on the
top talent in new Special District 1
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back last season before an
injury ended his season after
five games.

That’s still a well-sea-
soned group, and Ena said
it feels like the unit is ahead
of pace in his second year in
the backfield.

“Last year it was my first
year at safety and these guys
(Rohrman and Gutierrez)
were just barely coming
up, so I feel a lot better this
year,” he said. I feel like we
can live up to (Faaeteete’s
expectations) because we
have been doing good lately
and we have been working
hard together.”

With Ena and Gutierrez
(5-10, 165) giving the unit
plenty of pop on the back
end while Rohrman (6-0,
170) and Neal (6-1, 170)
give the Bulldogs size and
speed on the outside. (All of
them also start on offense.)

But it’s not the unit’s
great measurables that gives
it confidence going into the
season.

“I think it’s going to be
solid. We’ve been working
together all summer in
camps, playing together in
7-on-7, we just click,” Guti-

errez said. “It’s like a family.
We feel each other on the
field, so we’ve kind of got
a feeling and we know and
rely on each other. If they’ve
got to be there they’re going
to be there, that’s what type
of bond we have.”

The Bulldogs will face
some pretty tough passers
in Special District 1 this
season. Summit returns
5A Player of the Year John

Staff photo by Matt Entrup
Hermiston safety Vaemu Ena catches the ball during a
drill at football practice Wednesday at Kennison Field.
Ena, a senior, was an all-state honorable mention se-
lection last season and is one of three returning start-
ers to the secondary.

Bledsoe and Redmond
brings back second-team
All-Intermountain  Confer-
ence senior Bunker Parrish.
As a team the Bulldogs
snagged 10 interceptions
in 2015, but Rohrman said
they’re not going into this
season with any type of
benchmarks in mind.

“I don’t think we have
any specific goals,” he said.
“We just want to go out

there everyday and make
things easier for the every-
body around us, getting the
ball back for the offense or
whatever we have to do to
help the team win.”

They’ll get their first
chance to do that when
Union (WA) comes to
Kennison Field to open the
season on Sept. 2 at 7 p.m.

It just so turns out, Union
was one of those teams the
Bulldogs clicked against at
the Lakeview 7-on-7 camp.

“We got the look, but I
feel like we locked them up
a little bit,” Neal said.

Rohrman  said  they
expect Union to give them a
new look come September,
but it was good to at least
see how they matched up
physically.

While the unit has the
potential to be one of the
best in their league, none
of the players expects it to
come easily.

“We’ve just got to keep
working hard, keep grinding
together,” Neal said. “We’ll
make mistakes and pick
each other up.”

Contact Matt Entrup at

mentrup@eastoregonian.
com or (541) 966-0838.
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Seattle Mariners center fielder Leonys Martin slides
to catch a fly ball hit by Los Angeles Angels’ Cliff
Pennington during the seventh inning of a baseball
game Wednesday, Aug. 17, 2016, in Anaheim, Calif.

MARINERS: Iwakuma
stars 1n series finale
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in relief of Skaggs, who lost
his second straight decision.
Martin,
up one day earlier to fill
a vacancy in the rotation,
limited the Angels to two
runs on seven hits in 4 1/3

Cody

nnings.

Mike Trout was up twice
with runners on but struck
out both times. With two
on in the seventh, Arquim-
endes Caminero struck him
out with three straight 100
mile-per-hour fastballs to

end the inning.

The Angels’ first two

runs came in the first inning
with Escobar scoring on
Albert Pujols’ single and
Kole Calhoun on a sacrifice
fly by Marte. Pujols now
has 93 RBI, tying him for
second in the American
League with David Ortiz.

UP NEXT

Mariners: RHP Hisashi
Iwakuma will close out the
series looking for his ninth
win in 10 starts.

Angels: RHP Matt
Shoemaker is looking for
his first win against Seattle
this season. He’s 3-4 with
a 391 ERA against the
Mariners.

called

T-WOLVES: Baty approaching 300 career win mark as head coach

Continued from 1B

said sophomore middle blocker
and the 2015 Baden Volleyball
Player of the Year Kristin Williams
during practice Tuesday. “We’re
starting just as everybody else and
that helps take any pressure that
there was off, for sure.”

Williams, who led BMCC in
blocks (71) and hitting percentage
(.353) while adding 146 kills last
season, said eighth-year coach
Dave Baty’s clean-slate approach
to the season was difficult to wrap
her head around at first.

“The mental approach is
definitely the hardest part, and to
teach the freshmen that it is 0-0

Department demand his attention,
and the T-Wolves have added
assistant Lindsay Barnes.

Baty said the two former
college players (Humphreys at
Portland and Barnes at Central
Washington) will be absolutely
crucial to the team’s success this
season.

“It’s shocking, they keep the
bar a little higher for (the players)
than I do,” he said. “They’re both
young enough that it’s not in their
distant memory, they were just
there (playing).”

Blue Mountain gets its first
opponent during a scrimmage
against Columbia Basin on Friday
at Mosby Court. Opening serve is

looking for,”” he said.

Along with Williams, the
T-Wolves return their leading
hitter and one of their best servers
from last season in Miah Perez
(195 Kkills, 21 aces), setter Kylee
Chavez (261 assists, 162 digs, 20
aces) and net players Jordan Mix
(114 kills, 34 blocks) and Kailey
Buckner (90 kills, 37 blocks).

NO PRESSURE: One of the
first things BMCC freshmen will
notice is the championship banners
that cover nearly every inch of the
south wall at Mosby Court.

“It’s kind of a lot of pressure but
they don’t make it seem like that
here,” said freshman setter Brooke
Lomica of Grants Pass. “There’s a

take care of and if we can take care
of them we’re going to be pretty
OK.”

DUCK AND COVER: That
may be the best defensive strategy
for some opponents this year.

“Everyone on the team can put
the ball down and so we’ve got a
ton of options,” Lomica said. “It’s
really fun trying to out-think the
other team and not just always
going to Kristin and Miah since
they’re two of our bigger hitters
— trying to mix it up and get the
other team on their toes.”

And it’s not just the sophomores
bringing the heat.

“We’ve got a lot of firepower,
a lot of girls that can hit. All the

and that’s a really cool deal to
come into.

“The relationships you build
with your team are always a really
cool thing about being on a team
like that, so that’s one of the things
I'm really excited about.”

Roster

(Name, position, height, hometown)

Returning sophomores

Kristin Williams, MB, 6-3, Pendleton

Jordan Mix, OH/DS, 5-10, Kennewick (WA)
Karly Cantu, S/DS, 5-4, Spokane (WA)

Kailey Buckner, MB/RS, 5-11, American Fork (UT)
Miah Perez, OH, 5-9, Ellensburg (WA)

Bailey Tillotson, DS/MB, 5-7, Eugene

Kylee Chavez, S, 5-9, Victorville (CA)

Freshmen

Anjoilyn Vreeland, DS, 5-4, Anchorage (AK)
Brooke Lomica, S/RS, 5-11, Grant Pass

Kiana Scott, MB/RS, 5-9, Longview (WA)
Krystin Uhlenkott, OH/DS, 5-6, Cottonwood (ID)
Shelby Schrier, MB/RS, 5-9, Yakima (WA)
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“That was really unnec-
essary,” Bolt said. “I don’t
know what he was trying to
do. He’s a young kid, he’s
great. He has a lot of talent.
I'm looking forward to the
competition in the final.”

The competition won’t
include Justin Gatlin, who

won through the entire world
championships last year in
Beijing.

Decathlete Ashton Eaton
is a candidate to add to that
haul. The defending cham-
pion finished Day 1 with a
solid 121-point lead over Kai
Kazmirek of Germany.

3. Mahiedine Mekhissi, France, 8:11.52.

Women

200M

Final

1. Elaine Thompson, Jamaica, 21.78.

2. Dafne Schippers, Netherlands, 21.88.

3. Tori Bowie, United States, 22.15.

Long Jump

Final

1. Tianna Bartoletta, United States, (7.17),
23-6 1-4.

2. Brittney Reese, United States, (7.15),
23-51-2.

3. lvana Spanovic, Serbia, (7.08), 23-2
3-4.

WATER POLO

Women

5-8 classification

Australia 11, Brazil 4

Spain 11, China 6

Semifinals

Italy 12, Russia 9

United States 14, Hungary 10

Baseball

ML
AMERICAN LEAGUE
East Division

Chicago Cubs 6, Milwaukee 1

Arizona 13, N.Y. Mets 5

Thursday’s Games

Milwaukee (Davies 9-5) at Chicago Cubs
(Arrieta 14-5), 11:20 a.m.

L.A. Dodgers (Stripling 3-4) at Philadel-
phia (Eickhoff 8-12), 4:05 p.m.

Miami (Fernandez 12-6) at Cincinnati
(Straily 8-6), 4:10 p.m.

Washington (Lopez 1-1) at Atlanta (Wha-
len 1-1), 4:10 p.m.

Arizona (Bradley 4-8) at San Diego (Clem-
ens 2-2), 7:10 p.m.

N.Y. Mets (deGrom 7-5) at San Francisco
(Bumgarner 11-7), 7:15 p.m.

for tie.
Friday’s Game
Houston at San Jose, 11 p.m.
Saturday’s Games
Los Angeles at NYC FC, 3:30 p.m.
Toronto FC at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
Chicago at Montreal, 7:30 p.m.
Columbus at New England, 7:30 p.m.
Orlando City at Colorado, 9 p.m.
FC Dallas at Real Salt Lake, 10 p.m.
Vancouver at Sporting KC, 10 p.m.
Sunday’s Game
New York at D.C. United, 3 p.m.



