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FRIDAY, JULY 29 MOVIES IN THE PARK, dusk, MONDAY, AUG. 1 Boardman Marina Park, 1 Marine
ADULT OPEN GYM, 6-7 a.m., Community Park, 1000 S.W. 37th ADULT OPEN GYM, 6-7 a.m.,  Drive. Features Bahuru Marimba
Pendleton Recreation Center, St., Pendleton. Family-friendly  Pendleton Recreation Center, 510  Band. Bring a lawn chair or blan-

510 S.W. Dorion Ave. Half-court
basketball. (541-276-8100).
HEPPNER FARMER’S MAR-
KET, 9 am. to 2 p.m., Heppner
City Park. Food, craft and garden
vendors. (541-676-8957).
STORY TIME, 10:15-11 a.m.,
Hermiston Public Library, 235 E.
Gladys Ave. (541-567-2882).
SUMMER STORY TIME,
10:15-10:45 a.m., Pendleton Pub-
lic Library, 502 S.W. Dorion Ave.
(541-966-0380).
SENIOR CENTER PICNIC,
12 noon, Community Park Ki-
wanis shelter, 1000 S.W. 37th St.,
Pendleton. Hot dogs, hamburg-
ers, punch and table service fur-
nished. Bring a dish to share and
a lawn chair. All ages welcome.
(541-276-7101).
PENDLETON FARMERS
MARKET, 4 p.m. to dusk, 300
block South Main Street, Pend-
leton. Browse fresh produce,
meats, baked goods and plants,
locally crafted jewelry and items
for the home. EBT, debit and
credit cards welcome. (pendle-
tonfarmersmarket.net).
VFW BINGO, doors open
at 6 p.m., games start at 7 p.m.,
Hermiston VFW, 45 W. Cherry St.
MOVIES IN THE PARK, dusk,
McKenzie Park, 320 S. First St.,
Hermiston. Family-friendly mov-
ie. Bring blankets, chairs and
snacks.

SATURDAY, JULY 30

IRRIGON WATERMELON
FESTIVAL, 6:30 a.m. to midnight,
Irrigon Marina Park. Breakfast
from 6:30-9:30 a.m., parade at 10
a.m., entertainment includes live
music, raffles, children’s games,
food and craft vendors, water
slide, car show, Morrow Coun-
ty Sheriff boat rides and street
dance from 9 p.m. to midnight.

HERMISTON’S OWN FARM-
ERS MARKET, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m,,
McKenzie Park, 300 S. First St.,
Hermiston. Food, crafts, live mu-
sic, art.

LIL BUCKS OPEN GYM,
8:30-9:30 a.m., Pendleton Rec-
reation Center, 510 S.W. Dorion
Ave. For students in first and sec-
ond grade and parents/guardians.
Free basketball skills and pickup
games.

PARKING LOT SALE, 8:30-
11 a.m., Agape House, 500 W.
Harper Road, Hermiston. Cloth-
ing 3 for $1, furniture priced as

EO file photo

The Irrigon Watermelon Festival is this Saturday from
6:30 a.m. to midnight at Irrigon Marina Park.

marked, knick-knacks you name
the price. (Dave 541-567-8774).

FREE FOR ALL, 9:30-10:15
a.m. Pendleton Center for the
Arts, 214 N. Main St., Pendleton.
Family art experience for children
up to age 12. Children under 8
should be accompanied by an
adult. (541-278-9201).

FAMILY HISTORY WORK-
SHOPS, 10 a.m., Church of Je-
sus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
850 S.W. 11th St.,, Hermiston.
20-minute workshops on the
hour. (Stephanie Blackburn 541-
567-6251).

HIP & HANDMADE, 11 a.m.
to noon, Pendleton Center for the
Arts, 214 N. Main St., Pendleton.
Free drop-in art project class for
adults. (541-278-9201).

MASSIVE MONKEES, 4 p.m.
to midnight, Wildhorse Resort &
Casino, 46510 Wildhorse Bivd.,
Pendleton. Seattle hip hop/break-
dance troupe performs five times
every hour throughout casino.

VANILLA ICE/MORRIS DAY
& THE TIME IN CONCERT, 6
p.m. gates open, 8 p.m. concert
begins, Wildhorse Resort & Ca-
sino outdoor arena, 46510 Wild-
horse Blvd., Pendleton. Food
vendors and no-host bar avail-
able. Tickets are $29 for lawn
seating, $49 for Gold seating and
$59 for Platinum seating, avail-
able at Wildhorse gift shop or

PARENTS TALK BACK
Moms create apps to

tackle parenting problems

en it
comes to
modern

parenting, mothers
are the necessity of
invention.

ClassPass, a fitness
startup that gives
members access to

a variety of fitness
studios and classes
for a month-to-month

There is an fee. Angela Sandler,
avalanche of one of the Kidzxplor
smartphone apps AISHA founders, asked why
created by parents SULTAN | parents couldn’t

designed to make

Parents Talk Back

schedule their kids’

child-rearing easier,
more efficient or
more fun.

Out of the 2 million apps
available in the leading app
stores, thousands target the
demographic of busy parents
— especially moms, who
make many of the household
purchasing decisions.

Some of the more
interesting ones were also
created by moms who
had run into a parenting
challenge they wanted to
solve for themselves.

For example: One Texas
mom was tired of her teen
ignoring her texts and
calls. So she developed
Ignore No More — an
app that remotely shuts
down a child’s phone until
he or she calls the parent
for a passcode to unlock
it. Another mom created
ParentBlocked, which
allows parents to block a
teen’s texting capabilities
while they’re driving.

Three St. Louis-area
moms recently took on the
proliferation of expensive
extracurricular activities for
children. Many parents are
familiar with the frustration
that arises when a child
expresses great enthusiasm
for a sport or activity, but
then loses interest before
the season or semester has
ended. These three moms
have launched a site that
allows children to try a
variety of activities and
lessons for a flat fee of $99
per month.

The idea surfaced when
they reconnected at a mutual
friend’s birthday party last
year. They were all working
professionals in pivotal
points in their corporate
careers, and all looking to
make a change. They formed
a company a month later.

They are launching
Kidzxplor.com in August, as
a way to make scheduling
kids’ activities easier and
cheaper overall. A child can
take classes or lessons from
about 40 different providers
without having to make a
months-long commitment to
any of them. While only in
the St. Louis area for now,
the founders are hoping to
expand Kidzxplor to other
markets soon.

The idea is modeled after

activities the way
she could sign up for
fitness classes on her phone.

The women turned that
idea into reality.

Another one of the
founders, Stephanie Saur,
is an attorney and mother
of two daughters in grade
school. She said she
didn’t realize how much
money was going out the
door on her daughters’
extracurriculars until she got
a monthly statement for their
music lessons. By joining
Kidzxplor, customers pay
$99 per month for the first
child and $59 for siblings,
and their children can take
an unlimited number of
classes, such as gymnastics,
swimming or dance, from
any of the providers. It
operates on a month-to-
month basis without any
long-term commitment.

“Parents are strapped
time-wise and strapped
financially,” Sandler said.
The entrepreneurs are
betting that a solution that
made sense in their lives will
be valuable to other parents,
as well.

Given the rise of digital
parenting, it may prove a
smart strategy.

There are apps to track
your newborn’s every bowel
movement and nap, ones that
turn your phone into a baby
monitor, others that keep
track of kids’ activities and
organize family schedules.
You can get recipe ideas
based on what’s in your
fridge and pantry, keep track
of a chore chart or potty train
via phone. You can hunt for
babysitters, find coupons,
track your teens, locate
nearby playgrounds, archive
your kids’ artwork and store
family medical information
using a phone app.

It’s the double-edged
sword of new tech: It takes
time to help us save time.

And app developers
are hoping to turn parental
convenience into a profitable
business model.

u

Aisha Sultan is a St.
Louis-based journalist who
studies parenting in the
digital age while trying to
keep up with her tech-savvy
children. Find her on
Twitter: @Aishas.

www.wildhorseresort.com
BINGO @ THE GRANGE,
6:30-8:30 p.m., White Eagle
Grange, 43828 White Eagle
Road, Pendleton (between Pend-
leton and Pilot Rock on Highway
395 South). Cards 50 cents per
regular game, $1 each for pro-
gressive jackpot (7:30 p.m.) and
final blackout (8:15 p.m., 50/50
pot). Great prizes, all ages wel-
come. (Gail 541-276-3778).

Friday Morning

STATION |

movie. Concessions available for
purchase.

SUNDAY, JULY 31

“HISTORIC CHURCHES
OF PENDLETON” WALKING
TOUR, 12:30 p.m., beginning at
MaySons Old Fashioned Gener-
al Store, 369 S. Main St., Pend-
leton. Local historian Keith May
discusses Pendleton’s churches
and their history. Costs $5. (541-
276-8206).

FIESTA DE SALUD, 1-5 p.m.,
Mirasol Family Health Center,
589 N.W. 11th St., Hermiston.
Learn about what the center has
to offer and enjoy free fresh fruit
and $1 tacos for sale, games,
Zumba, yoga, salsa dancing and
a live mariachi band.

FIDDLER’S NIGHT, 2 p.m.,,
Brookdale Assisted Living, 980
W. Highland Ave., Hermiston.
Join the jam session or just listen.
(541-567-3141).

SCIENCE PUB TALK, 6 p.m.,
Prodigal Son Brewery & Pub,
230 S.E. Court Ave., Pendleton.
Shane L. Larson of the Adler
Planetarium and Northwestern
University presents “Black Holes
and Gravitational Waves: LIGO’s
New View of the Cosmos.” (Mat-
thew Barnes 541-276-6090).

ADULT OPEN GYM, 6:30-
8:30 p.m., Pendleton Recreation
Center, 510 S.W. Dorion Ave.
Free access for ages 16 and up.
(541-276-8100).

S.W. Dorion Ave. Half-court bas-
ketball. (541-276-8100).

COFFEE WITH THE CITY,
8-10 a.m., venue varies, Pendle-
ton. Representatives from the city
of Pendleton engage in conversa-
tion with no agenda or presenta-
tion. (541-966-0201).

PRESCHOOL STORY TIME,
10:30 a.m., Athena Public Library,
418 E. Main St. For ages birth to
6. (541-566-2470).

SENSORY EXPLORATION,
11 a.m., Children’s Museum of
Eastern Oregon, 400 S. Main St.,
Pendleton. For children ages 0-3.
(541-276-1066).

PENDLETON SENIOR MEAL
SERVICE, 12 noon, Pendleton
Senior Center, 510 S.W. 10th St.
Costs $3.50 or $6 for those under
60. Pool, puzzles, crafts, snacks,
Second Time Around thrift store
9 am. to 1 p.m. For Meals On
Wheels, call 541-276-1926. (541-
276-7101).

HELP WITH MEDICARE, 3-5
p.m., Hermiston Public Library,
235 E. Gladys Ave. Senior Health
Insurance Benefits Assistance Of-
fice answer Medicare questions.
For individual consultations, call
541-667-3507.

ART STUDIO, 4-5:30 p.m.
Pendleton Center for the Arts,
214 N. Main St. Free class for
ages 7-12 to develop skills and
encourage art exploration. (541-
278-9201).

MUSIC IN THE PARK, 7 p.m.,

| 6Am | 6:30 | 7Aam | 7:30 | 8am | 8:30 | 9Am | 9:30 | 10Am | 10:30 | 11 am | 11:30

ket and a picnic. Food available
for purchase. (Tami 541-571-0844
or Renee 541-922-1560).

TUESDAY, AUG. 2

TERRIFICALLY FREE TUES-
DAY, all day, Children’s Museum
of Eastern Oregon, 400 S. Main
St., Pendleton. (541-276-1066).

ADULT OPEN GYM, 6-7 a.m.,
Pendleton Recreation Center, 510
S.W. Dorion Ave. Half-court bas-
ketball. (541-276-8100).

PRESCHOOL STORY TIME,
10:30-11 a.m., Stanfield Public
Library, 180 W. Coe Ave. (541-
449-1254).

BOARDMAN SENIOR MEAL
SERVICE, 12 noon, Boardman
Senior Center, 100 Tatone St.
Costs $4 for seniors 55 or $5 for
adults. (541-481-3257).

HERMISTON SENIOR MEAL
SERVICE, 12 noon, Hermiston
Senior Center, 435 W. Orchard
Ave. Costs $4 or free for chil-
dren under 10. Extra 50 cents
for utensils/dishes. Meals on
Wheels available. Transportation
arranged by donation. (541-567-
3582).

PENDLETON SENIOR MEAL
SERVICE, 12 noon, Pendleton
Senior Center, 510 S.W. 10th St.
Costs $3.50 or $6 for those under
60. Pool, puzzles, crafts, snacks,
Second Time Around thrift store
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. For Meals On
Wheels, call 541-276-1926. (541-
276-7101).
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