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Democratic emails:

All about the hack,
the leak, the discord

PHILADELPHIA (AP)
— First came the hack, then
the leak. Now, the Clinton
and Trump campaigns are
fighting over Russia’s role in
the release of thousands of
internal Democratic National
Committee emails.

At least one thing is
clear: The email uproar is
an unwelcome distraction
at the launch of the Demo-
cratic National Convention,
inflaming the rift between
supporters of Hillary Clinton
and primary rival Bernie
Sanders just when the party
was hoping to close it.

As the Philadelphia
convention got underway
Monday, developments in
the email story rolled out in
rapid sequence:

Clinton’s campaign, citing
a cybersecurity firm hired to
investigate the leak, blamed
Russia for hacking the party’s
computers and suggested the
goal was to benefit Donald
Trump’s campaign.

Trump dismissed that
idea as laughable, tweeting:
“The new joke in town is that
Russia leaked the disastrous
DNC e-mails.”

Sanders supporters
certainly weren’t amused.
Irate, in fact, that the emails
confirmed their long-held
suspicions the party had
favored Clinton all along.

The FBI  announced
Monday it was investigating
how the hack occurred,
saying “a compromise of this
nature is something we take
very seriously.”

Michael Buratowski, a
cyber analyst with the firm
that investigated the hack,
said his near-certainty that
Russia was to blame was
based on evidence such as
the hackers using Russian
internet addresses, Russian
language keyboards, and the
time codes corresponding to
business hours in Russia, as
well as the sophistication of
the hack.

A look at the hack, the
leak and the politics of the
DNC email fracas:

THE HACK

Democrats have known
about the hack since April,
when party officials discov-
ered malicious software on
their computers.

They called in a cyber-
security firm, CrowdStrike,
which found traces of at least
two sophisticated hacking
groups on the Democrats’
network, both with ties to the
Russian government.

Those hacks vacuumed
up at least a year’s worth of
chats, emails and research
on Trump, according to a
person knowledgeable about
the breach who wasn’t autho-
rized to discuss it publicly.

The  party  publicly
acknowledged the hack in
June.

THE LEAK

On Friday, the public got
its first look at DNC emails
when Wikileaks posted a
cache of 19,000 internal
communications, including
some that suggested party
officials had favored Clinton
over rival Sanders during the
primaries.

It wasn’t immediately
clear how WikiLeaks got the
emails — and WikiLeaks
founder Julian  Assange
proudly told Democracy
Now! he’d never tell.

Was it from the Russians?

Clinton’s campaign didn’t
hesitate to make the connec-
tion, with campaign manager
Robby Mook saying cyber
experts believed “Russian

state actors were feeding
the email to hackers for the
purpose of helping Donald
Trump.”

Trump’s team went out
of its way to dismiss the
alleged Russian connection
as outlandish. Trump senior
policy adviser Paul Manafort
called the Clinton campaign
statements “pretty desperate”
and “pretty absurd.”

THE FALLOUT

Whatever the source, the
fallout from the leaked emails
was swift and dramatic.

Democratic Party chair-
woman Debbie Wasserman
Schultz resigned over the
weekend after  Sanders’
campaign pounced on a
number of leaked emails that
they said showed that party
officials had favored Clinton
during the primaries.

The disclosure set off
devoted Sanders supporters,
who were already having
a hard time moving past
the bitter primary battles
to embrace Clinton as the
nominee.

Sanders told his delegates
Monday that Wasserman
Schultz’s departure would
“open the doors of the party
to people who want real
change.” But even after
Sanders urged his supporters
to back Clinton, some were
flashing thumbs-down
signals and waving signs
that said, “not Hillary, not
Trump.”

A BROMANCE?

The email controversy
raised new questions about
Trump’s foreign policy views
with regard to Russia.

Clinton campaign
chairman John  Podesta
suggested there was “a kind
of bromance going on”
between Russian President
Vladimir Putin and Trump.
Or “maybe it’s simply just a
mutual admiration society,”
he told MSNBC.

The Clinton campaign
says Russia favors Trump’s
views, especially on NATO.
Trump himself has spoken
favorably about Putin as
someone he could negotiate
with.

Trump supporters did
succeed in preventing a
reference to arming Ukraine
from getting into this year’s
platform, but the document
is far from pro-Russia. It
accuses the Kremlin of
eroding the “personal liberty
and fundamental rights” of
the Russian people.

WISHFUL THINKING

Clinton loyalists were
eager to put a period on
the latest email episode.
Virginia Gov. Terry McAu-
liffe, a former chairman
of the Democratic Party,
said Monday “we’re done”
with the controversy. But
Sanders’ delegates didn’t
seem ready to move on. And
there may be more shoes to
drop: Director of National
Intelligence James Clapper
has said U.S. officials expect
more cyber threats against
the campaigns.

EMAIL JINX

Clinton just can’t stay out
of hot water when it comes to
email. The latest controversy
serves as an unwelcome
reminder of Clinton’s earlier
problems with her handling
of classified email as secre-
tary of state.

In case anyone failed
to make the connection,
Trump was happy to tweet a
reminder: “Here we go again
with another Clinton scandal,
and e-mails yet (can you
believe).”

LOTTERY

Friday, July 22
Megamillions
08-24-25-26-30
Megaball: 7
Megaplier: 4
Estimated jackpot: $15 million
Lucky Lines
02-08-12-16-FREE-17-22-26-32
Estimated jackpot: $31,000
Pick 4
1 p.m.: 9-8-8-9
4 p.m.: 7-8-0-0
7 p.m.: 1-9-4-3
10 p.m.: 8-3-0-0

Saturday, July 23
Powerball
05-07-23-35-39
Powerball: 11
Power Play: 2
Estimated jackpot: $390 million
Megabucks
02-03-15-35-39-45
Estimated jackpot: $77 million

Lucky Lines
04-05-10-16-FREE-19-24-26-32
Estimated jackpot: $32,000
Pick 4

1 p.m.: 2-4-1-6

4 p.m.: 8-5-8-5

7 p.m.: 6-7-5-5

10 p.m.: 4-2-2-0

Win for Life

03-16-28-73

Sunday, July 24
Lucky Lines
02-08-10-14-FREE-19-22-25-31
Estimated jackpot: $33,000
Pick 4
1 p.m.: 2-6-4-5
4 p.m.: 2-5-3-2
7 p.m.: 5-4-8-2
10 p.m.: 6-4-2-6

Monday, July 25
Pick 4
1p.m.: 1-3-7-4

After turmoil, Sanders, Mrs Obama, Warren thrill

PHILADELPHIA
(AP) — First lady Michelle
Obama stepped into the pres-
idential election Monday
with a forceful, impassioned
defense of Hillary Clinton,
casting her as the only candi-
date who can be trusted as a
role model for the nation’s
children. She took numerous
swipes at  Republican
Donald Trump, all without
mentioning his name.

“] want someone with the
proven strength to persevere,
someone who knows this
job and takes it seriously,
someone who understands
the issues a president faces
are not black and white,”
Mrs. Obama said on the
opening night of the Demo-
cratic convention. Referring
to Trump’s penchant for
tweeting, she said of the
presidency: “It cannot be
boiled down to 140 charac-
ters.”

The first lady was among
a high-wattage line-up of
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all but wiping away earlier
tumult that had exposed deep
tensions between Clinton
supporters and those loyal to
her primary opponent Bernie
Sanders.

Sanders closed the night,
speaking just after Massa-
chusetts. Sen. Elizabeth
Warren.

Trump’s stances and state-
ments to Clinton’s record,
said in remarks released
before his speech, “By these
measures, any objective
observer will conclude that
— based on her ideas and her
leadership — Hillary Clinton
must become the next presi-
dent of the United States. The

choice is not even close.”

Warren, a favorite of
liberals, has emerged as one
of the Democrats’ toughest
critics of Trump, and she
kept up her attacks on his
character and  business
record as she delivered the
night’s keynote address.

“Donald Trump  has
no real plans for jobs, for
college kids, for seniors,”
she said. “No plans to make
anything great for anyone
except rich guys like Donald
Trump.”

The cheers from the audi-
ence masked real tensions
that had spilled into the
convention hall and onto the
streets of sweltering Phila-
delphia earlier in the day.

Sanders’ supporters
arrived at the convention
infuriated over leaked emails
showing the Democratic
National Committee had
favored Clinton in the
primaries, despite vows of
neutrality.
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