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Ailes is out as Fox News head, Murdoch named acting chief

NEW YORK (AP) —
Roger Ailes is out as chief
executive at Fox News
Channel, his career at the
network he built from scratch
and ran with an iron hand
for nearly 20 years over with
stunning swiftness following
allegations that he forced
out a former anchor after she
spurned his sexual advances.

Network — parent — 21st
Century Fox said Thursday
that  Rupert ~ Murdoch,
the company’s executive
chairman, would run Fox
News and its sister Fox Busi-
ness Network, which Ailes
had also led, until a successor
could be found.

Murdoch and  2lst
Century Fox didn’t address
the widening scandal in the
statement on the resignation
but lauded Ailes for his contri-
butions. Ailes didn’t comment
in the statement, and no details
were given on a settlement
agreement.

“lam personally committed
to ensuring that Fox News
remains a distinctive, powerful
voice,” Murdoch said. “Our
nation needs a robust Fox
News to resonate from every
corner of the country.”

Fox is heading into a

general election campaign
in its customary spot at
the top of the ratings, but
without the man who sets
its editorial tone.

The blustery,
76-year-old media exec-
utive built a network that
both transformed the news
business and changed the
political conversation. Fox
News Channel provided
a television home to conser-
vatives who felt left out of
the media, and played a part
in advancing a rough-and-
tumble style of politics that
left many concerned that it
was impossible to get things
done in government.

Ailes’ downfall began with
the July 6 filing of a lawsuit
by Gretchen Carlson, who
charged that he sabotaged her
career because she refused
his suggestions for sex and
complained about a perva-
sive atmosphere of sexual
harassment at Fox. Ailes has
denied the charges, but 21st
Century Fox hired a law firm
to investigate.

In a statement, Carlson’s
attorneys credited Carlson’s
“extraordinary courage” with
causing “a seismic shift in the
media world.”
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In many cases, they’re
allowing their parents to join
the hunt.

The PokeCraze can be
perplexing for those who
missed the earlier Pokemon
era, circa the late ‘90s, and
downright scary for the tech-
reluctant. “Why are people
getting into car accidents
and falling off cliffs playing
a video game?” they might
wonder.

And how can you tell
the difference between a
zombielike human playing
“Pokemon Go” and a
zombielike human texting,
surfing or tweeting?

[ turned to my resident
experts, an 11-year-old
boy and a 13-year-old
gitl, to explain this viral
phenomenon to their clueless
parents, aunt and uncle.
None of the adults would
know the difference between
a Charmander or Bulbasaur
if one kicked them in the
Pokeballs.

These were actual
questions posed by the
adults, half of whom
can decipher and write
complex legal documents.
(Disclaimer: The writer is
not among that half.)

The lesson began
inauspiciously.

Adult: So, are you a
Pokemon?

Child: No. You are
a trainer who catches
Pokemon.

Adult: How does
the game know where
everything is?

Child: There’s a
GPS-enabled map.

Adult: So, you want the
Pokemon to know you are
at the park? You want the
Japanese programmers who
developed the game to know
everything you’re doing?

Child: There are 21
million people playing
Pokemon.

Adult: Do you have
Pokemon in your house?
Show me how to catch one.

Child: They spawn
randomly in the real world.
I have to wait for them
to show up on the phone
screen.

Adult: Where is the start
button?

Child: It starts when you
press the app.

Adult: What’s the object
of the game? How do you
win?

Child: You catch all the
Pokemon. There’s no such
thing as “winning.”

Adult: Are they like your
soldiers?

Child (puts head down in

collect at the “end of
the game.”

Another said she thought
it was a trap used by
criminals to lure and rob
people. (That has happened,
but it’s not the intended use.)

That’s not to say that
plenty of adults haven’t
caught the Pokemon bug.
One player said it tapped into
some kind of OCD impulse
he has about collecting
things. Well, imaginary
animated creatures are
even cheaper than souvenir
magnets, and less frightening
than Annalee dolls.

[ wanted to know how I
would be able to distinguish
the “Pokemon Go” people
running into poles from the
texters doing the same.

My teenager explained
that the players have distinct
characteristics. They hold the
phone like an artist’s palette
in their palms while they
walk, instead of directly up
to their faces. They aren’t
looking down constantly.
They will stop at random
places and look around.
While riding a bike, they
may be holding the phone
upside-down in a power-
saving mode, she said.

But the biggest giveaway
is that you can see the game
on their phone screen.

You might also overhear
Pokemon players speaking
a distinct Poke-dialect,
discussing the various
creatures and their powers.
You might spot a player by
their distinctive plumage,
such as a bright yellow
T-shirt with a nonthreatening
cartoon face on it.

You may have seen
stories about people playing
the game in inappropriate
locations, such as the
Holocaust Museum, a
national cemetery or
other such memorials. It’s
perfectly acceptable to give
these people dirty looks.

If I knew how, I’d share
instructions on how to set all
their captured Pokemon free.

There may be untapped
potential in the game’s
ability to drive behavior.

One of the adults
receiving the Pokemon crash
course in my home wanted
to know if she could hide
Pokemon in her child’s
backpack to encourage him
to study.

“That’s totally not how it
works,” the child said.

u

Aisha Sultan is a St.
Louis-based journalist who
studies parenting in the
digital age while trying to
keep up with her tech-savvy
children. Find her on
Twitter: (@Aishas.

Ailes

Murdoch

Several Fox employees
jumped to Ailes’ defense, but
notably not Megyn Kelly, one
of Fox’s top personalities.
In rapid succession, it was
reported that Kelly was
among other women who
had told investigators about
harassment — again denied
by Ailes — and that corporate
heads Rupert Murdoch and
his sons, James and Lachlan,
determined that Ailes had to
go. The company has no plans
to make results of its investi-
gation public.

Within two weeks of the
court filing, Carlson’s lawyers
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also said more than 20
women had contacted the
firm with stories of alleged
harassment by Ailes either
against themselves or
someone they knew. Two
came forward publicly.
Before the charges,
Fox’s success had insu-
lated Ailes despite some
previous scrapes with the
Murdoch sons over who
he would report to. Fox News
Channel is the parent compa-
ny’s single most important
property, said Pivotal Research
Group analyst Brian Wieser,
with some estimates that it
accounted for nearly a quarter
of the company’s profits.
Ailes was a prominent
Republican media consultant
who later ran CNBC before
Murdoch asked him to create
a cable news network to
compete with CNN at the
same time MSNBC was
starting. Ailes’ slogans, “fair
and balanced” and “‘we report,
you decide,” appealed to an

audience that believed main-
stream outlets didn’t live up to
those promises.

“He was ahead of his time
in recognizing that dividing,
not uniting, an audience would
be the key to commercial
success in the 2l1st-century
cable news business,” said
Matt Sienkiewicz, commu-
nications professor at Boston
College.

Ailes hired a combative
broadcast journeyman in
Bill O’Reilly and turned him
into the star of an opinion-
ated prime-time lineup. He
directed news coverage and
emphasized issues like the
so-called “war on Christmas”
or the Benghazi investigation
that otherwise got little atten-
tion. Republican politicians
considered Fox the first stop
for reaching their intended
audience, and they learned to
talk tough.

He was also a showman.
Fox had flashier graphics,
brighter colors and a vitality
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its staid rivals lacked.

Critics scoffed at Ailes’
promise that he’d lift Fox to
first place. By 2002, he did,
and Fox hasn’t looked back.

Ailes groomed no obvious
successors, and has been
so identified with the brand
that many have a hard time
envisioning the network
without him. That could make
Fox more broadly palatable,
but also risks alienating the
audience that has grown to
love Fox and made it such a
success.

“Whoever invented the
Coca-Cola formula has long
since passed this Earth, but the
brand keeps selling because
people like the taste,” said
Mark Feldstein, a journalism
professor at the University
of Maryland. “I think that’s
how it’s going to be with
Roger Ailes. He invented this
winning formula and all you
have to do is not mess with it
too much and it will continue
to mint money for you.”
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