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inmates in prison longer.
“In general our popu-

lation is aging, and that’s 
de nitely a on ern or 
the epartment o  orre -
tions,” she said.

Iles said the pre alen e 
o  longterm su stan e 
a use issues among inmates 
means they o ten ome to 
T I ith health pro lems 
a o e and eyond those 
asso iated ith natural 
aging. T I also has the 
state orre tional system’s 
only dialysis unit, dra ing 
inmates ith idney ailure 
to the prison, in luding one 
urrently on death ro .

“These guys that ome 
in to us, sometimes they 
have some serious issues,” 
Iles said. “They’re not 
al ays in the healthiest 
ondition.”

o ar in 2016 there 
have een 11 inmate deaths 
at T o ivers. Iles said 
that’s more than usual or 
the prison, ut our ere 
hospi e patients and several 
others had serious health 
pro lems.

y la , the state must 
provide medi al treatment 
or all o  its more than 

14, 00 inmates, at a ost o  
more than $100 million per 
year. Inmates are treated 
y on-site nurses, do tors, 

dentists and mental health 
pro essionals. hen 
needed, they are also trans-
ported to lo al hospitals or 
surgery and other advan ed 
are.

Iles said eing a nurse 

in a prison isn’t easy. All 
prison employees a e 
stresses — one reason
orre tional o ers have 

an average li e e pe tan y 
o  ust  years.

“They have to e in a 
onstant state o  alertness 

and a areness, and it’s not
easy to rela  sometimes 
a ter they go home,” she 
said.

As a result, the Depart-
ment o  orre tions has 
re ently egun ma ing the 
mental and physi al health 
o  employees a top priority,
Iles said, in luding o ering
mind ulness lasses to 
prison sta  to help them 
pra ti e healthy oping 
me hanisms.

As or the num er o  
nurses needed at T I, Iles
said ve employees uit 
re ently and one as red.

he de lined to dis uss the
personnel issues urther. 
The Oregon State Board 
o  ursing’s re ords sho  

ve nurses in matilla 
ounty a ed oard dis i-

pline during the past year
ut does not spe i y here

the nurses or ed.
A report released

in April y the ederal 
ealth esour es and 

Servi es Administration 
predi ts Oregon ill have 
a shortage o  6,000 nurses 
y 202 . A out one third 

o  the state’s nurses are 
e pe ted to retire in the 
ne t 10 years.

———
Contact Jade McDowell

at jmcdowell@eastorego-
nian.com or 541-564-4536 

TRCI: edi al treatment 
o  state inmates osts 
more than $100M per year
Continued from 1A

Mer ley said he reali es 
the TSB is stret hed thin, 
ut investigating oil train 

derailments should not e 
le t up to dis retion. The 
MOSIE  A t ould in rease 
unding to the TSB to $10  

million, ith $2 million to 
hire additional investigators 
and inspe tors.

nion a i  ondu ted 
its o n investigation into 
the Mosier derailment, 
and tra ed the ause o  the 
a ident a  to a ailure o  
metal asteners no n as lag 
olts that onne t railroad 

ties to the rail itsel . Justin 
Ja o s, a spo esman or the 
railroad, previously told the 
East Oregonian they are 
in reasing the re uen y and 
intensity o  rail inspe tions 
to ma e sure it doesn’t 
happen again.

But yden said having 
railroads investigate their 
o n a idents is li e 
“ olonel Sanders guarding 

the hi en oop.”
“ eople are really loo ing 

or independent and thorough 
investigations,” yden said. 
“ o , e’re strengthening 
the investigative pro ess 
a ter an a ident.”

In addition to ederal 
investigations, the MOSIER 
A t allo s the RA to pla e 
a moratorium on unit oil 
trains i  it eels there are 
unsa e onditions that need 
to e orre ted. The ill 
also re uires the Se retary 
o  Transportation and 
Department o  Energy to set 
a standard and redu e the 
amount o  volatile gases in 
rude oil ithin nine months. 

The train that derailed near 
Mosier as arrying Ba en 
rude oil, hi h is highly 

volatile due to the amount o  
natural gas it ontains.

Ja o s said  hasn’t had 
a han e to loo  at the ill 
yet, and ouldn’t omment 
spe i ally on the legislation. 
But in an earlier intervie , 
he said the railroad is adding 

a third rail inspe tion every 
ee  through the olum ia 

River orge, along ith an 
additional three “enhan ed” 
high rail inspe tions per 

ee .
In a preliminary report, 

the RA indi ated  is at 
ault or the derailment sin e 

it ailed to maintain its tra  
e uipment. The railroad 
does operate main lines that 
also run through do nto n 

endleton and along the 
olum ia River rom erm-

iston’s in le ard.
Ja o s de ended ’s 

sa ety re ord, and added 
that only three unit trains o  
rude oil pass through the 

Gorge every month. Overall, 
rude oil ma es up less than 

1 per ent o  ommodities 
shipped through the region, 
he said.

At the end o  the day, 
Ja o s said the goal is to 
eliminate derailments and 
they ill ontinue to strive 
to ard that mar .

“Sa ety is a top priority 

or us,” he said. “In order to 
e sa er, e need to do these 

things.”
yden and Mer ley, 

along ith 12 other 
la ma ers, have also signed 
on to the a ardous Mate-
rials Rail Transportation 
Sa ety Improvement A t o  
201 . That ill esta lishes 
a ee on older, outdated 
tan er ars in order to get 
them o  the tra s aster. 
Money olle ted rom the 
ee ould pay or leanup 
osts stemming rom rail-

road a idents, hiring rail 
inspe tors and training lo al 

rst responders.
The MOSIER A t ould 

e a ompanion pie e to that 
legislation.

“Bet een these t o ills, 
I thin  e’re moving to ard 
an approa h that ill solve 
the real pro lems,” yden 
said.

———
Contact George Plaven 

at gplaven@eastoregonian.
com or 541-966-0825.

TRAINS: Three unit trains o  rude oil 
pass through the Gorge every month
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you’re underneath the radar 
s reen and you get s ipped 
over li e yesterday’s 
lun h,” halmers said. 

The ity’s other unding 
option is implementing 
system development 
harges, hi h ould 
harge developers an 

up- ront ee ased on the 
development’s impa t on 
utilities. 

“ hat I’ve over helm-
ingly heard is that e don’t 

ant to sti e usiness y 
implementing those ees,” 

or ett said. 
In an intervie  a ter 

the meeting, atterson 
said lo  interest rates 
ould in rease the ity’s 

orro ing apa ity. 
The ity pro e ted a  

per ent interest rate over 
20 years, ut atterson said
the state’s interest rates are
urrently et een 2 and  

per ent. That means the 
ity ould orro  up to 

$2 .  million, instead o  
the planned $1 .  million.

atterson said the ity’s
utility master plan identi-

ed $2.  million in ater 
and se er pipe repla ement
needs in the ne t ve years.
The rest ould e used 
or other ater and se er 

pro e ts, li e the industrial
par  utility e pansion. 

———
Contact Antonio Sierra

at asierra@eastoregonian.
com or 541-966-0836.

PENDLETON: Identi ed 
$2. M in pipe repla ement 
needed in ne t ve years
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a  a ross the state line. 
hy are e ma ing people 

riminals hen it’s legal ”
It’s the reason Lindsey is 

starting a La Grande voter 
initiative or the ovem er 
allot, o  hi h she is 

a aiting revie  y the ity’s 
attorney, that ould allo  
re reational sales in the ity. 
She has to olle t over 00 
signatures rom registered 
voters y Aug. 10, and she’s 
organi ing a signing and 
edu ational event at the end 
o  the month.

Lindsey hopes e peri-
en es in other ities su h as 

untington, a out 0 miles 
southeast o  La Grande, 
sho  the ruits o  re re-
ational sales.

In untington, medi al 
mari uana dispensary 
420 ille egan selling or 
re reational use in e ruary.

hen hu  Guerri 
as a ity oun ilor or 

Huntington, he voted 
against allo ing re reational 
mari uana sales during a 

ovem er 201  meeting. 

Despite his vote, the oun il 
approved the appli ation.

o  the mayor o  the 
to n o  440, Guerri still isn’t 
an advo ate or re reational 
use.

“I thin  the medi al 
aspe t  has some validity, 

and it loo s li e it has some 
issues here it helps,” he 
said. “But I’m not a an o  
re reational .”

He is a an, ho ever, 
o  more revenue or his 
to n. ith the su ess o  
420 ille, his stan e, hile 
not ompletely s inging 1 0 
degrees, has so tened.

“Lo al usinesses have 
ene ted,” Guerri said. “The 

restaurant has in reased 
usiness, the onvenien e 

and the uel — they don’t 
give me per entages, ut 
most usinesses in to n  
have re eived some ene t.”

And that’s e ore getting 
into potential ta  revenue 
or Huntington. Oregon la  

stipulates that re reational 
mari uana sales e ta ed 
at 2  per ent. The ta  on 
re reational pot eventually 

ill e repla ed ith a levy 

ranging rom 1  per ent to 
20 per ent, on e the Oregon 
Li uor ontrol ommission 
egins regulating re re-

ational mari uana sales later 
this year. The Legislature set 
the ase ta  rate at 1  per ent, 
ut ities and ounties an 

adopt ordinan es that add up 
to an additional  per ent.

Huntington ity re order 
Tra y M ue said the ity 
still has to have a resolution 
on the ovem er allot or 
voter approval, so it hasn’t 
olle ted any ta  revenue 

yet.
To etter in orm voters, 

M ue re ently re uested 
some gures on hat the 
ity ould have gained rom 

420 ille sin e re reational 
sales egan in mid- e ruary.

“ rom e . 1  to May 1, 
i  e ere dra ing it in, e 

ould’ve olle ted $ ,000 on 
that  per ent,” M ue said, 
adding that’s very signi ant 
or a to n Huntington’s si e.

S ott Matthe s, the 
o ner o  420 ille, did 
stipulate that a great deal o  
his usiness is medi al. But 
regarding re reational pot, 

he said, sales have in reased 
su stantially every month.

“Our pro e ted num ers 
are getting lo n out o  the 

ater. e see some ridays 
and Saturdays here 00 
people ome through here,” 
Matthe s said. “ e’re pro -
a ly averaging 1 0 to 200 
people every day.”

During the roughly hal -
year re reational sales have 
een allo ed, Matthe s said, 

he’s hired t o lo al residents 
as ull-time or ers, ith 
a ouple others doing odd 
o s and part-time or  
or 420 ille. Other than a 

par ing issue ith a neigh-
oring lando ner, there have 

not een any pro lems in the 
to n, M ue, Guerri and 
Matthe s ea h said.

M ue said she asn’t 
a “pro vote” e ore, ut 
she has, along ith Guerri, 
modi ed her outloo .

“I don’t thin  any ody 
ne  hat to e pe t,” 

M ue said. “ o , e’re 
hearing a out the potential 
revenue, and it’s li e, o .’ 
Some residents  are a little 
more open no .”

MARIJUANA: Re reational pot sales ta ed at 2  per ent
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Chinese businessman gets nearly  
four years in U.S. hacking case 

LOS A GELES A  — A hinese usinessman 
as senten ed to nearly our years in prison ednesday 

or onspiring to e port sensitive military in ormation 
to hina a ter a essing the omputer systems o  .S. 
de ense ontra tors, in luding Boeing.

Su Bin as senten ed to 46 months in prison in ederal 
ourt in Los Angeles. He had a ed 0 years in prison 
e ore rea hing a plea agreement ith prose utors in 

Mar h. His attorneys ere re uesting t o and a hal  years.
The 1-year-old Bin admitted to onspiring ith 

t o unnamed ha ers in hina to e port .S. military 
in ormation to the ommunist nation et een 200  and 
2014, a ording to Bin’s plea agreement.

The men targeted ghter ets su h as the -22 and the 
- , as ell as Boeing’s -1  military argo air ra t 

program, a ording to ourt re ords.
Su, des ri ed y prose utors as a hina- ased 

usinessman in the aviation and aerospa e elds, as 
arrested in British olum ia, anada, in July 2014 and 

rought to the .S. in e ruary.
As part o  the onspira y, prose utors say Su ould 

email the ha ers in hina e plaining hat people, 
ompanies and te hnology to target. On e data as stolen, 

prose utors say Su ould translate it rom English to 
hinese, and email the value o  the in ormation to those 
ho ene ted rom its the t.
A report y the .S.- hina E onomi  and Se urity 

Revie  ommission last year ound that hina’s 
in reasing use o  y er espionage has already ost .S. 
ompanies tens o  illions o  dollars in lost sales and 

e penses in repairing the damage rom ha ing. In 
many ases, the report y the ederal ommission says 
stolen trade se rets have een turned over to hinese 
government-o ned ompanies.

Obama: Still far from solving  
police, community issues

ASHI GTO  A  — Ameri a is “not even lose” to 
here it needs to e in terms o  resolving issues et een 

poli e and the ommunities they serve, resident Bara  
O ama said a ter on luding a more than three-hour 
meeting ednesday ith ommunity a tivists, politi ians 
and la  en or ement o ials.

O ama e pressed optimism, ho ever, and said the 
parti ipants — ho in luded mem ers o  the Bla  Lives 
Matter movement — agreed su h onversations need to 
ontinue despite emotions running ra .

O ama has devoted his attention this ee  to the gun 
violen e dire ted at poli e o ers as ell as shootings 

y poli e. The o us omes a e  days a ter a la  Army 
veteran illed ve poli e o ers in revenge or poli e 
shooting la  men in Baton Rouge, Louisiana and the 
Minneapolis su ur s.

On Tuesday, O ama attended a memorial servi e or the 
ve slain Dallas o ers and alled the amilies o  Alton 

Sterling in Louisiana and hilando astile in Minnesota to 
o er ondolen es. He said he anted Ameri ans to have 
an open heart so that they an learn to loo  at the orld 
through ea h other’s eyes, and ednesday’s meeting 

ollo ed that theme.
O ama said it ould e ey to repeat the “ ind o  

respe t ul onversations e’ve had here” a ross the 
ountry.

Still no explanation for Dallas 
gunman’s honorable discharge

DALLAS A  — Almost a ee  a ter the Dallas 
sniper atta s, it’s still un lear ho  the gunman o tained 
an honora le dis harge rom the military even though 
Army o ials sent him home rom A ghanistan ith 
a re ommendation that he e thro n out o  the armed 
or es.

An attorney appointed y the military to represent 
Mi ah Johnson in a se ual harassment ase spe ulated 
last ee  that Johnson’s ehavioral re ord ould e more 
serious. The attorney says he’s no  under stri t orders not 
to dis uss the matter ith reporters.

Johnson, 2 , served in the Army Reserve or si  years 
e ore the July  sniper atta , hi h illed ve Dallas 

poli e o ers.
“ e are revie ing all o  his re ords,” Army spo esman 

ol. atri  Sei er said ednesday. He ould not 
ela orate or dis uss any aspe t o  the revie .

Johnson’s la yer said he had prepared do uments or 
a more severe other-than-honora le e it almost t o years 
ago.

WORLD BRIEFLY

541-276-5121
2801 St. Anthony Way 

Pendleton

Breast Cancer Care Specialist ...541-278-3224

Cancer Clinic................................541-278-6576

Cardiopulmonary Services .........541-278-8284

Diabetes Education .....................541-278-3239

Education .....................................541-278-2627

Home Health Care/Hospice.........541-276-4100

Lactation Services .......................541-966-2541

Nutrition Counseling ...................541-278-3235

Sleep Disorders Lab ....................541-278-3685

Radiology/Diagnostic Imaging ...541-278-3228

Maternity and OB Care ................541-278-3261

Outpatient Physical Therapy ......541-278-6610

Family Clinic ................................541-966-0535

Family Clinic

OPEN Weekends!

Walk-Ins Welcome
Appointments Preferred

8am - 7pm • Mon - Thurs
8am - 6pm • Fri
10am - 6pm • Sat - Sun

541-966-0535
3001 St. Anthony Way, Pendleton

Located in the hospital medical offi ce building

Hours


