
A
mong the 
more colorful 
entertainments during 

Pendleton’s celebration of the 
nation’s birth in the late 1800s 
and early 1900s were the 
contests between companies 
of volunteer iremen, who 
stripped to shorts and T-shirts 
and pulled the ire hose carts 
through a series of tests 
that showcased the teams’ 
ireighting abilities.

The irst hose team races 
were held during Fourth 
of July festivities in 1888 
between the Protection and 
Alert companies. Protection 
Company, as the winner, was 
chosen to represent Pendleton 
at the hose races in Walla 
Walla the following day. 
The races continued each 
year, rotating to different 
Eastern Oregon towns, and 
by 1894 there was so much 
interest that the Eastern 
Oregon and Washington 
Firemen’s Association was 
organized in Walla Walla, 
consisting of representatives 
of ire crews from Baker, La 
Grande, Union, Pendleton 
and Athena, Ore., and Walla 
Walla, Waitsburg, Dayton 
and Colfax, Wash. Race 
rules were codiied and the 
association was touted as 
“clean and honest sport and of 
beneit to the public for better 
ire protection,” according to 
a story written by Joe Ell in 
the June 3, 1924 edition of the 
East Oregonian.

Races consisted of the 
Wet Test, running a distance 
of 300 feet while laying 300 
feet of hose, and attaching 
to a hydrant (time was taken 
when water came through the 
nozzle); the Dry Test, running 
600 feet carrying 250 feet 
of hose as a team; the Hub 
and Hub Race, where two 
teams pulling carts ran side 
by side for 600 feet; and the 
Association Championship 
Race, where teams ran 200 
feet, laying hose as they went, 
attached it to a hydrant and 
ran water through it, removed 
the hose and attached a 
second line from the hose 
cart, attached it to the hydrant 
and ran water through a 

second time. By the 1890s the 
Hook and Ladder Race was 
added: Teams ran 150 yards, 
put up a 30-foot ladder within 
10 degrees of perpendicular to 
the street, and one member of 
the team climbed the ladder 
to the top. The winner was 
the man who touched the top 
rung irst, and held on until 
the judges called time.

The hose team races grew 
out of the (sometimes not-so-) 
friendly rivalry between 
local hose companies, 
which were located in 
different districts throughout 
Pendleton. According to 
“History of Round-Up City 
Fire Department, Pendleton, 
Oregon” by William R. 
“Blacky” Batchelor, written in 
1967, companies raced to be 
the irst to respond to a ire in 
the business district of town, 
and ist ights would often 
break out if ires occurred on 
the border between two ire 
districts. In some cases, ires 
caused considerable damage 
while hose companies fought 
each other instead of the ire, 
and sometimes more than 
one ight occurred before an 
agreement on territory could 
be reached.

In the late 1890s and 
early 1900s, according to 
Batchelor, the emphasis 
of ireighting was placed 
on which company could 
use the most water, rather 
than keeping ire loss to a 
minimum. Victory always 
went to the crew that had the 
irst water on the ire. And the 
volunteers manning the carts 
had one advantage over their 
present-day counterparts: 
There was always an ice-cold 
keg of beer waiting for them, 
either at the brewery or at 
one of the many downtown 
saloons, after their ire chores 
were completed. And if the 
ire lasted a while, the beer 
would be brought to them at 
the scene.

■

Renee Struthers is the 
Community Records Editor 
for the East Oregonian. See 
the complete collection of 
Out of the Vault columns at 
eovault.blogspot.com

Firemen provide Fourth 
of July entertainment

Photo provided by Kenneth Garrett

A team of volunteer ireighters, including a young Til 
Taylor, readies for a hose cart race during a ireman’s 
tournament in June 1896 at the corner of Southeast 
Court and Third Street, Pendleton.
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Today is the 184th day 
of 2016. There are 182 days 
left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On July 2, 1937, aviator 
Amelia Earhart and navi-
gator Fred Noonan disap-
peared over the Paciic 
Ocean while attempting 
to make the irst round-
the-world light along the 
equator.

On this date:
In 1566, French 

astrologer, physician and 
professed prophesier 
Nostradamus died in Salon.

In 1776, the Continental 
Congress passed a reso-
lution saying that “these 
United Colonies are, and of 

right ought to be, free and 
independent States.”

In 1881, President 
James A. Garield was shot 
by Charles J. Guiteau at 
the Washington railroad 
station; Garield died the 
following September. 
(Guiteau was hanged in 
June 1882.)

In 1926, the United 
States Army Air Corps was 
created.

In 1955, “The Lawrence 
Welk Show” premiered on 
ABC-TV under its original 
title, “The Dodge Dancing 
Party.”

In 1961, author Ernest 
Hemingway shot himself 
to death at his home in 
Ketchum, Idaho.

THIS DAY IN HISTORY

OUT OF THE VAULT

Sunday Morning     July 3, 2016
 STATION  6 AM 6:30 7 AM 7:30 8 AM 8:30 9 AM 9:30 10 AM 10:30 11 AM 11:30

(11)KFFX 11 Paid Bible Pets.TV Ag PhD Fox News Sunday Paid Paid Paid Paid Paid Paid 

F
O

X
 

KPTV 3 Fox News Sunday Good Day Oregon Paid Paid Paid < ++ The New World Colin Farrell.

(19)KEPR 2 Paid Measure CBS Sunday Morning Face the Nation Paid PGA Tour Special (N) PGA Golf 

C
B

S
 

KOIN 19 KOIN Local 6 at 6 CBS Sunday Morning Face the Nation Money PGA Tour Special (N) PGA Golf 

(25)KNDU 6 Sunday Today (N) Wake Up NdlDdl Meet the Press (N) Paid Paid Paid FIVB Volleyball U.S./Rus. 

N
B

C
 

KGW 8 KGW News at Sunrise Meet the Press (N) Paid FIVB Volleyball U.S./Rus. 

(42)KVEW 4 Abbott Matter GMA/Sunday This Week GoodNews Homeown. LatiNation Latino NBA 2K16: Road 

A
B

C
 

KATU 5 GMA/Sunday KATU News This Morning Your Voice Measure This Week Paid W. America

(31)KTNW  Sid Peep Sesame St. W.World Cyberch. Bob Build Antiques Roadshow Inside Olympia XConnect The Impact

P
B

S
 

(59)OPB 13 Peg + Cat T.Edison Mr. Rogers Arthur Thomas Bob Build Steves' Travels SuperNature: Wild Nova 

 

Movies

AFTERNOON 
 STATION  12 PM 12:30 1 PM 1:30 2 PM 2:30 3 PM 3:30 4 PM 4:30 5 PM 5:30 

(11)KFFX 11 Paid Paid < ++ The Tuxedo ('02, Com) Jackie Chan. Bones Friends Modern LivDream 2 Broke G.

F
O

X
 

KPTV 3 < ++ The New World < +++ Walk the Line ('05, Bio) Reese Witherspoon, Joaquin Phoenix. Paid Paid Paid Next Stop 

(19)KEPR 2 PGA Golf Bridgestone Invitational Site: Firestone Country Club (L) Paid Inside Ed. Forces River Parade Judge Judy Judge Judy

C
B

S
 

KOIN 19 PGA Golf Bridgestone Invitational Site: Firestone Country Club (L) Sport Science Paid Insider Paid News 

(25)KNDU 6 Volleyball Cycling Tour de France Rallycross Paid Paid Paid The Good Wife NBC News

N
B

C
 

KGW 8 Volleyball Cycling Tour de France Rallycross Paid Paid Backroads Getaways KGW News KGW News

(42)KVEW 4 Wimbledon Highlights P. Blues Paid McCarver Together Middle News 

A
B

C
 

KATU 5 Wimbledon Highlights Forces River Parade Paid Old House News News 

(31)KTNW  Religion ToCont (N) Mind W. Truth Phil's Having "Tokyo" Call the Midwife History Projects Wealth (N) Newshour.

P
B

S
 

(59)OPB 13 Great Performances at the Met "Francesca Da Rimini" TnglWd FocusEu. Religion Contrary BBC News CharlieR Newshour.

 
EVENING  

 STATION  6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30

(11) 

KFFX 
11 

Mike & 
Molly 
"Dennis's 
Birthday" 

2½Men 
"Aye, Aye 
Captain 
Douche" 

The 
Simpsons 
"Fland 
Canyon" 

Bob's 
Burgers 

The 
Simpsons 
"Cue 
Detective" 

Brooklyn 
Nine-Nine 
"The 
Mattress" 

Family Guy
"Brokeback 
Swanson" 

The Last 
Man on 
Earth "No 
Bull" 

FOX News 
First at 
Ten 

P. Interest "M.I.A." 
Reese and Root travel 
to upstate New York in 
their hunt for Shaw. 

Friends 
"The One 
With the 
Yeti" F

O
X
 

KPTV 3 
Rules of 
Eng "Pilot" 

Rules of 
Engage. 

The 
Simpsons 

Bob's 
Burgers 

Simp. "Cue 
Detective" 

Brooklyn 
Nine-Nine 

Family Guy Last Man 
"No Bull" 

10 O'Clock News Sports 
Final 

Ray "How 
They Met" 

(19) 

KEPR 
2 

CBS 
Weekend 
News 

Action 
News at 
6:30 p.m. 

60 Minutes This hard-
hitting news show 
features investigative 
reports and interviews. 

Big Brother A group of 
strangers lives together 
in a house outfitted with 
cameras & microphones.

Madam After his father's 
death, Henry's family 
uncover shocking secrets 
that open old wounds. 

Element. Holmes & Watson 
investigate the murder of a 
fertility lab technician who 
had secrets. 

Action 
News at 
11:00 p.m. 

Full 
Measure 

C
B

S
 

KOIN 19 
KOIN Local 
6 at 6 

Weekend 
News 

60 Minutes Big Brother (N) Madam Secretary 
"Invasive Species" 

Elementary "All My 
Exes Live in Essex" 

KOIN 6 
News/ 11 

:35 Game 
On 

(25) 

KNDU 
6 

Local 
News 
Primetime 

Jeopardy! Track & Field/ Swimming Olympic Trials American Ninja Warrior "Oklahoma City 
Qualifier" Oklahoma City, Oklahoma is the next 
stop for competitors to give it their all. 

Local 
News 

Paid 
Program 

N
B

C
 

KGW 8 
NBC News Inside 

Edition 
Track & Field/ Swimming Olympic Trials American Ninja War Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

is the next stop for competitors to give it their all.
KGW News 
at 11 

:35  Sports 
Sunday 

(42) 

KVEW 
4 

Excalibur 
Auto 
Group 

The Insider 
Weekend 

Funniest Home Videos 
Highlights include a dog 
who obeys the 'sit and 
stay' command. 

Family Feud AFC 
offense takes on the NFC 
defense hoping to win 
money for their charities.

Pyramid 'Saturday Night 
Live' alums Ana Gasteyer 
& Rachel Dratch compete 
against each other. 

Match Game (N) Castle A murder has been 
committed on the set of 
one of New York's longest 
running soap operas. A

B
C
 

KATU 5 
KATU News at 6 America's Funniest 

Home Videos 
Celebrity Family Feud 
(N) 

The $100,000 Pyramid 
(N) 

Match Game (N) KATU 
News 

:35 Castle 

(31) 

KTNW 
 

Doc Martin :50  Doc Martin 
"Gentlemen Prefer" 

:35 Red 
Green 

Dancing on the Edge 
(N) 

Masterpiece Mystery! "Endeavour: 
Prey" (N) 

The Tunnel (N) Variety 
Studio 

P
B

S
 

(59) 

OPB 
13 

Oregon Art 
Beat 

Oregon 
Guide 

Jewel in the Crown 
"The Regimental Silver" 

Dancing on the Edge 
(N) 

Masterpiece Mystery! "Endeavour: 
Prey" (N) 

The Tunnel (N) American 
City 

 STATION PEN 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30

A&E 52 
Storage 
Wars 

Storage 
Wars 

Intervention "Daniel 
M" 

Intervention: Then and 
Now "Tiffany" (N) 

Intervention "T.J." (N) :05  Escaping Polygamy
"Kathy" 

:05  Escaping Polygamy
"Rachel" 

AMC 60 
The Walking Dead 
"Wildfire" 

The Walking Dead "TS-
19" 

Preacher "South Will 
Rise Again" 

Preacher "Sundowner" 
(N) 

Ride Reedus "Texas: 
Twisted Sisters" (N) 

Preacher "Sundowner"

ANPL 24 Last Alaskans: Rem. Last Alaskans "Alone" North Woods Law (N) North Woods Law Lone Star Law :05 North Woods Law 

CMT 43 The King Still King Still King Still King CMT Crossroads Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops 

CNBC 72 Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank Paid Paid 

CNN 68 The Hunt (N) Declassified (N) Declassified The Hunt (N) Declassified Declassified 

DISC 51 Return/ Great White Wrath of a Great The Return of the (N) The Killing Games (N) Naked&Afraid XL (N) The Killing Games 

DISN 26 Underc. Liv Maddie StuckMid StuckMid Underc. Bizaard. Backstage Girl World Bunk'd Girl World Underc. Bizaard. 

ESPN 33 
MLB Baseball Miami Marlins vs. Atlanta Braves 
Site: Fort Bragg -- North Carolina (L) 

SportsCenter SportsCenter SportsCenter 

ESPN2 34 Baseball College Home Run Derby (L) UEFA Soccer Euro 2016 Iceland vs. France ESPN FC 30Shorts MLB Baseball Mia./Atl.

FNC 66 Secrets of Religion Secrets of Religion Legends & Lies Fox News MediaBuzz Fox News 

FOOD 61 Food Network Star Guy's Grocery Games Guy's Game (N) Food Network Star (N) Diners, Drive-Ins (N) Diners, Drive-Ins 

FREE 32 < +++ Cast Away ('00, Dra) Tom Hanks. < +++ Forrest Gump ('94, Com/Dra) Sally Field, Tom Hanks. DeadSum. "Patience" 

FX 65 < +++ The Amazing Spider-Man < ++ The Amazing Spider-Man 2 ('14, Act) Andrew Garfield. < +++ Iron Man 3 

GOLF 88 PGA Golf Golf Central PGA Golf Bridgestone Invitational Final Round Site: Firestone Country Club -- Akron, Ohio 

GSN 76 Fam. Feud Fam. Feud Fam. Feud Fam. Feud Fam. Feud Fam. Feud Winsanity Winsanity Baggage Baggage Newlywed Newlywed

HALL 87 < + New in Town < All Yours ('16, Rom) Nicollette Sheridan. < Love on the Sidelines ('16, Com) Emily Kinny. G. Girls G. Girls 

HGTV 62 Bargain Bargain Bargain Bargain Bargain Bargain Mexico Mexico Island Island H.Hunt House 

HIST 50 
American Pickers 
"Duck, Duck, Moose" 

American Pickers 
"Haunted Honeyhole" 

American Pickers "For 
a Few Dollars More" 

American Pickers 
"Coin-Op Kings" 

American Pickers "The 
Empire Picks Back" 

:05  American Pickers 
"8th Grade Humor" 

LIFE 29 < Seduced < Newlywed and Dead Shenae Grimes-Beech. < My Life as a Dead Girl Cassie Scerbo. < Newlywed & Dead 

NICK 27 Game Shakers GShakers < One Crazy Cruise Sydney Park. Full House Full House Full House Full House Friends Friends 

ROOT 37 
MLS Soccer Seattle vs 
Toronto 

Ship Shape 
TV (N) 

Mariners 
All Access 

MLB Baseball Baltimore Orioles at Seattle Mariners Site: Safeco Field -- 
Seattle, Wash. 

Mariners 
Post-game 

LFL-US 
Football 

SPIKE 42 
Bar Rescue "Big 
Sister's Watching" 

Bar Rescue "Empty 
Pockets" 

Bar Rescue "Corking 
the Hole" 

Bar Rescue "Owner 
Ousted" 

Bar Rescue "Hostile 
Takeover" 

Bar Rescue 

SYFY 67 Movie < ++ Clash of the Titans ('10, Act) Sam Worthington. < ++ Constantine ('05, Sci-Fi) Rachel Weisz, Keanu Reeves. Twilight 

TBS 59 
< Talladega Nights: The Ballad of Ricky Bobby A 
NASCAR driver's talent & devotion are put to the t... 

< Step Brothers Two men are reluctant to give up 
their pampered lifestyles after their parents marry. 

< Blades of Glory When two male figure skaters are 
stripped of their medals, they decide to skate together.

TCM 56 
< Barry Lyndon A rogue Irishman is determined to 
climb the social ladder through seduction & duels. 

:15 < ++++ 2001: A Space Odyssey Keir Dullea. Astronauts embark on 
a journey that becomes threatened by a super-intelligent computer. 

< ++++ A 
Clockwork Orange 

TLC 49 Undercover Boss My Giant Life My Giant Life: Extra Tall "Big Girl in a Tiny Chair" (N) My Giant Life: Extra 

TNT 57 < ++ Pirates of the Caribbean: On Stranger Tides Johnny Depp. The Last Ship (N) Murder in the First (N) The Last Ship 

UNI 21 Durmiendo Noticiero Aqui y Ahora < Amor letra por letra (2008) Sal y pimienta Durmiendo Noticiero 

USA 58 Law&O: SVU "Hell" SVU "Unstable" Law & Order: S.V.U. Law & Order: S.V.U. Motive (N) SVU "Signature" 

WE 118 CSI "Born to Kill" CSI "Dangerous Son" CSI: Miami "Bloodline" CSI: Miami "Rush" CSI "Just Murdered" CSI: Miami "Burned" 

C
A

B
L
E

 

WGN  < ++ Air Force One Harrison Ford. Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops Salem 

STZ ENC 644 < +++ The Right Stuff ('83, Bio) Sam Shepard. :05 Spartacus: Blood Power < + Johnson Family Vacation Movie 

HBO 518 < Freeheld Ellen Page. :10 < Suffragette ('15, Dra) Carey Mulligan. < Blackhat ('14, Act) Chris Hemsworth. LastWeek :50 < Spy 

HBO2 520 Thrones "No One" Game of Thrones Game of Thrones :10 Thrones :45 < ++ Ted 2 ('15, Com) Seth MacFarlane. Movie 

HBO3 521 Vice Last Week Bill Maher < ++ Pan ('15, Fam) Levi Miller. < +++ Jupiter Ascending Mila Kunis. 

MAX 549 < Wild :35 < Poltergeist Sam Rockwell. :10 < The Last Witch Hunter Vin Diesel. < Unfinished Business Movie 

SHOW 578 < Southpaw Roadies Ray Donovan Donovan "Marisol" (N) Roadies (N) Roadies 

P
R

E
M

IU
M

 

STARZ 621 < ++ Fever Pitch :05 < +++ The Thomas Crown Affair < ++ Octopussy ('83, Spy) Roger Moore. :15 < Avengers: Age...

 
NIGHT OWL 

 STATION  12 AM 12:30 1 AM 1:30 2 AM 2:30 3 AM 3:30 4 AM 4:30 5 AM 5:30 
(11)KFFX 11 Mother Anger M. CR TV Featuring a selection of products and services. CR TV 

F
O

X
 

KPTV 3 Loves Ray Queens Raising J. Impe < Killer ('94, Susp) Anthony LaPaglia. Minute News Good Day Oregon at 5

(19)KEPR 2 Closer "Four to Eight" NameG. NameG. CBS Overnight News News News News 

C
B

S
 

KOIN 19 RawTrav. :35 House :05 Paid :35 Paid :05 Insider :35  CBS Overnight News News News KOIN 6 News at 5 a.m.

(25)KNDU 6 Fam. Feud VanImpe Entertainers Dateline NBC Meet the Press News Wake Up Northwest 

N
B

C
 

KGW 8 Paid Paid Scandal Dateline NBC Meet the Press News KGW News KGW News at Sunrise 

(42)KVEW 4 Rizzoli "Born to Run" Get Smart P. Silvers ABC World News Now America This Morning Northwest

A
B

C
 

KATU 5 Castle 2/2 :35 Paid Measure :35 Paid :05  ABC World News Now News Your Voice KATU News Special (N)

(31)KTNW  Studio Dancing on the Edge Masterpiece "Endeavour: Prey" The Tunnel 9 Months That Made Y Genealogy Roadshow 

P
B

S
 

(59)OPB 13 Globe Trekker Doctor Blake British Baking "Cake" A Few Great Bakeries Jewel in the Crown Insight BBC News

 

Commercial Land 
for Sale!

2.74 ac. Zoned Retail Sales Commercial. 

300 ft. of hightway frontage on U.S. Hwy. 395 

3 miles from downtown Hermiston.

Includes drilled well, pump house, 

septic, power and other amernities

Call Carl Holt to inquire: 

541-567-8249


