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Boris bows out:
UK in shock as
Johnson drops
leadership bid

LONDON (AP) —In
a real-life political drama
mixing Shakespearean
tragedy with “House of
Cards,” Britain’s victorious
anti-EU campaigner Boris
Johnson saw his chances
of leading his country
evaporate Thursday after the
defection of a key ally.

The former London
mayor dropped his campaign
to become Conservative
Party leader and prime
minister after Justice
Secretary Michael Gove
abruptly withdrew his
support for Johnson and
announced he would run
himself.

Johnson, a prominent
campaigner for Britain’s
withdrawal from the
28-nation European Union,
told a news conference
where he was expected to
announce his candidacy that
the next Conservative leader
would need to unite the party
and ensure Britain’s standing
in the world.

“Having consulted
colleagues and in view of the
circumstances in Parliament,
I have concluded that person
cannot be me,” he said to
the astonishment of gathered
journalists and supporters.

Johnson paraphrased

Shakespeare’s “Julius
Caesar,” saying it was “a
time not to fight against the
tide of history but to take
that tide at the flood and sail
on to fortune.”

It appeared to be a dig at
Gove — the reference is to
a line spoken by Brutus, the
Roman leader’s ally turned
assassin.

Others drew a more
contemporary parallel.

“It makes ‘House
of Cards’ look like
‘Teletubbies,”” Conservative
lawmaker Nigel Evans told
the BBC.

Johnson’s departure
makes Gove and Home
Secretary Theresa May
the favorites among five
contenders to lead the
Conservatives.

It is an unexpected twist
in a career that has seen the
52-year-old Johnson serve
as journalist, lawmaker
and mayor, building a
public profile on Latin
quips, cycling and rumpled
eccentricity while nurturing
a poorly concealed ambition
to lead his country.

Pentagon ends ban
on transgender
troops in military
WASHINGTON (AP) —
Saying it’s the right thing to
do, Defense Secretary Ash

Carter announced Thursday
that transgender people will

When a perfect
life falls apart

ne of my
school friends
met her

future husband as a
sophomore in high
school. He was a
senior, serious about

up the pieces and
trying to figure how
to refit them without
Peter.

When The Cure,
arock band from
an earlier era in my

his future, and he life, announced its

drove a fast car. AISHA tour schedule last
Cindy, a SurTaN | vear I texted my

fun-loving and parents Talk Back | high school friends,

now scattered around

beautiful blonde, was
wary of becoming
too involved too fast. But
they stayed together even
when he went away to
college. They got married
shortly after she graduated
from the University of
Texas.

Her husband graduated
from medical school, just
as he had planned, and she
taught special education
for a few years before they
started their own family.
They moved across small
towns in the southeast as
opportunities arose for him.

No one was surprised that
Cindy and Peter were the
high school sweethearts who
made it. One of our mutual
friends even correctly
predicted in high school that
Cindy would end up being a
stay-at-home mom with six
children.

Among our crowd of
misfit, bright students, Cindy
seemed to be the one who
would follow a well-planned
life path.

She and Peter lived in a
spacious house on four acres
in South Carolina, and took
their kids to Disney and
on camping trips. Cindy’s
Facebook posts reminded
me of Erma Bombeck books
I read as a child. She wrote
about her life with a sense of
humor and openness. Even
though I grew up in a family
of six children, she was the
only peer I knew who had
taken on the challenges of
raising a family that size —
from teens to toddlers under
the same roof.

She thrived managing that
chaos.

Peter worked the
demanding hours of an
emergency room physician
but spent his free time with
his family.

He was on a school field
trip with his son’s middle
school class when a blood
clot traveled to his lungs. He
died before he reached the
hospital. He was 43.

I saw the news when
Cindy posted it on Facebook
and called her soon after. If it
seemed unreal to us, this new
reality was unimaginable to
her.

I saw her a few months
after her husband died, when
her grief was still raw. There
wasn’t much I could say.

I mostly just listened and
offered hugs. I've prayed for
her and her children often.

She and her children have
spent the past year picking

the country. Using
a concert as an excuse for a
reunion, we all traveled to a
city away from our homes
this summer.

When I had asked Cindy
if she wanted to go, she
wasn’t sure if she would be
ready to leave her kids for a
weekend. But her family told
her they would take care of
things, so she came. It was
her first trip without them,
without Peter.

It had been nearly a year
and a half since Peter’s death.

He had taken her to her
first big concert. It had been
The Cure in the summer
of 1992, when we had
graduated high school.

This summer, we danced
to songs that took us back
decades to a time when most
of us couldn’t have imagined
what paths lay ahead. The
one that seemed the most
steady and certain took the
most significant sideways
turn.

We talked about how
Peter had been as a teenager,
and we laughed as she told
us stories about how he was
a father and husband. She’s
shared moments when she’s
felt his presence and heard
his voice so clearly. She
wears her wedding band.

She looks for moments of
joy amid the grief.

Cindy is one of those
people who sends a long,
entertaining Christmas
letter every year that I love
reading. She addressed the
life-changing loss near the
end of last year’s note.

“I have had to learn and
grow in so many ways,”
she wrote, and quoted
Ecclesiastes 7:3: “Sorrow
is better than laughter; it
may sadden your face,
but it sharpens your
understanding.”

“And I know so much
now,” she wrote. “I really
know.”

She reflected on the 24
years she and Peter spent
together.

“We had a great love
story. It’s a story because it
has a beginning, a middle,
and an end. And although his
chapter has ended, ours will
continue.”

| |

Aisha Sultan is a St.
Louis-based journalist who
studies parenting in the
digital age while trying to
keep up with her tech-savvy
children. Find her on
Twitter: @Aishas.

be allowed to serve openly

in the U.S. military, ending

one of the last bans on

service in the armed forces.
“Americans who want

to serve and can meet our

standards should be afforded

the opportunity to compete

to do so,” said Carter, laying

out a one-year plan to

implement the change.
Under the new policy, by
Oct. 1, transgender troops
already serving should be
able to receive medical care

and begin formally changing

their gender identifications
in the Pentagon’s personnel

system.

And, a year from now,
the military services will

changes.

According to Carter, a

study by the RAND think
tank found that there are
between 2,500 and 7,000
transgender service members
in the active duty military,
and another 1,500 to 4,000
in the reserves.

Source: Gingrich
being vetted for
Trump VP

WASHINGTON (AP)

— Presumptive Republican
presidential nominee Donald

Trump has begun formally

begin allowing transgender

individuals to enlist, as
long as they meet required
standards and have been
stable in their identified
genders for 18 months.
Carter’s announcement
comes despite concerns from
senior military leaders that
the department is moving
too fast and that more time is
needed to work through the
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vetting prospective vice
presidential picks.

The New York billionaire

is considering former House
Speaker Newt Gingrich,
among what he previously
described as a short list of
possible running mates.
Gingrich’s inclusion was
confirmed by a person
involved in the vetting
process who spoke on the
condition of anonymity
because the person was not

authorized to discuss the
situation publicly.

Trump begins the vetting
process with less than three
weeks before the start of
the Republican National
Convention, when he said he
would unveil his pick.

Gingrich has emerged
as a prominent Trump ally
in recent months, even as
the presumptive nominee
faced deep and sustained
skepticism from many GOP
leaders.

Trump’s relationship
with other would-be running
mates was badly strained
in the bruising Republican
primary season, leaving him
with a small pool of willing
and qualified candidates.

Trump on Thursday also
described New Jersey Gov.
Chris Christie as being under
consideration.

“I’'m certainly looking
at him and I always will.
Whether it’s for that or
something else,” Trump
told conservative radio
host Howie Carr. He later
described Indiana Gov. Mike
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Pence as “somebody we
respect a lot.”

Pence told Indiana
reporters Thursday he hasn’t
spoken with Trump in
several weeks and referred
questions to the Trump
campaign, which declined to
comment further on the vice
presidential search.

While formal vetting
did not begin until this
week, Trump told The
Associated Press last
month he’d narrowed his
vice presidential list to “a
very good list of five or six
people.”

His vice presidential pick
could be crucial to easing
the concerns of Republicans
who worry about his lack of
political experience, as well
as his temperament to be
commander in chief.

Tapping a political
insider would also be a
way for Trump to signal a
willingness to work with the
party establishment he has
thoroughly bashed even after
emerging as the presumptive
nominee.
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