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SETTLEMENT: Palmer,
Mobley and the county all
denied any liability

Continued from 1A

John Day city officials, list
accusations that Palmer put
the county at risk through
of his association with the
militants, that he’s a law
enforcement “security leak”
and that he has improperly
deployed civilian deputies.

Palmer and Undersheriff
Zach Mobley didn’t return
telephone  messages  or
respond to written questions.
On Friday, Mobley’s attorney
didn’t address the questions
but wrote that “Mobley’s
reputation is very important
to him personally, and also is
vital to his ability to work in
his profession.”

Police records, video
and audio recordings and
dispatch logs show that Jim
Koitzsch, 57, was at home
with his two dogs, watching
television, when the gunfire
started. A neighbor heard it,
too

family.”

He would later arrest
Koitzsch for initiating a false
report, a misdemeanor with a
penalty of up to a year in jail.

Despite the arrest
approval,  Mobley  still
interviewed the neighbor,
Dorothy Thexton, 66. He
didn’t tell her he intended to
arrest Koitzsch on an accusa-
tion of fabricating the “shots
fired” incident.

On police video, Thexton
echoed Koitzsch’s account
— a series of gunshots that
seemed to come from the
Coalwell property.

Her grandson chimed in,
saying it sounded like a rifle.

“Like a machine gun?”
Mobley asked.

The grandson said yes,
and mimicked the sound as
Mobley continued recording.

Mobley recounted in his
report his conversation with
Thexton but didn’t mention
the grandson or his account.
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COUNCIL: Budget includes 2.5 percent raise for employees

Continued from 1A

Power Administration was
low, and has been pulling
money from its reserves for
the past few years to make
up for significant increases
in the cost of power from
BPA.

Rivera said at the May
23 workshop that model
was not sustainable. He also
said that Hermiston Energy
Services needed extra funds
to make capital improve-
ments, including a new $1
million substation called
Hermiston East that should
help reduce power outages
in the city and get customers
back online faster if they
do occur. Rivera also wants
to institute “smart meters”
that would tell HES as soon
as the power goes out and
allow the utility to automati-
cally collect detailed reports
of customers’ energy usage
without sending a meter
reader door to door.

STATION |

Funds for those improve-
ments will also come from
a refinance of the bond that
formed HES, which will
save about $2.5 million.

On Monday the council
also passed its $49.2 million
budget for 2016-2017.

The budget is about $14
million smaller than the
current fiscal year’s budget,
thanks to a combination of
accounting changes and the
spending down of funds
for several large projects,
including  the  Eastern
Oregon Trade and Event
Center.

One of the city’s big
spending projects for 2016-
2017 is the Harkenrider
Center, which the city plans
to start building downtown
in the fall to replace the
current Hermiston Senior
Center. The city is using
a $2 million Community
Development Block Grant
from the state and has
approved the addition of

up to $750,000 of its own
money to add a basement
and large parking lot.

The city also plans to
spend $100,000 on a pave-
ment overlay on North First
Place between Elm Avenue
and Harper Road.

The budget also includes
a 2.5 percent raise for
employees, $130,000 for
the West Highland Trail
extension between River-
front Park and 11th Street,
$70,000 for a city bus to
start a Dial-a-Ride program,
$75,000 to repaint the water
tower with Hermiston’s new
“Where Life is Sweet” brand
and $25,000 to implement
the brand on city vehicles,
signs, letterheads and other
materials.

Council John Kirwan
said he felt that city staff
had done a good job in
educating the council in the
months leading up to the
new budget, so that when
they reviewed it with the

rest of the budget committee
they understood the projects
being funded.

“I felt more informed this
year than any of the years
prior,” he said.

On Monday the council
also approved a fee increase
for towing and storage of
vehicles impounded by
Hermiston Police Depart-
ment. Assistant city manager
Mark Morgan said the last
time the rates were adjusted
was 1993.

The rates were increased
from $100 to $150 for
towing. City impound fees
remain at $50, but vehicle
storage fees were raised
from $10 per day to $35
per day for outdoor storage
and $50 per day for indoor
storage when police have
an interest in preserving
evidence.

Contact Jade McDowell

at  jmcdowell@eastorego-
nian.com or 541-564-4536.
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PRESCHOOL STORY TIME,
10:30-11 a.m., Stanfield Public
Library, 180 W. Coe Ave. (541-
449-1254).

BOARDMAN SENIOR MEAL
SERVICE, 12 noon, Boardman
Senior Center, 100 Tatone St.
Costs $4 for seniors 55 or $5 for
adults. (541-481-3257).

HERMISTON SENIOR

snacks to share. Free.

PENDLETON KNITTING
GROUP, 6 p.m., Prodigal Son
Brewery & Pub, 230 S.E. Court
Ave. (541-966-0380).

PENDLETON EAGLES BIN-
GO, 6:30-9 p.m., Pendleton Ea-
gles Lodge No. 28, 428 S. Main
St. (541-278-2828).

STORY AND CRAFT TIME,
6:30 p.m., Milton-Freewater
Public Library, 8 S.W. Eighth
Ave. For elementary school-age
children. (Lili Schmidt 541-938-
8247)
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