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FRIDAY, JUNE 10

ADULT OPEN GYM, 6-7 a.m.,
Pendleton Recreation Center, 510
S.W. Dorion Ave. Half-court bas-
ketball. (541-276-8100).

WALKING FOR WELLNESS,
8:30-9:30 a.m., Pendleton Recre-
ation Center, 510 S.W. Dorion Ave.
(541-276-8100).

HEPPNER FARMER’S MAR-
KET, 9 am. to 2 p.m., Heppner
City Park. Food, craft and garden
vendors. (541-676-8957).

STORY TIME, 10:15-11 a.m.,
Hermiston Public Library, 235 E.
Gladys Ave. (541-567-2882).

TODDLER STORY TIME,
10:15-10:45 a.m., Pendleton Pub-
lic Library, 502 S.W. Dorion Ave.
(541-966-0380).

KRISPY KREME FUNDRAIS-
ER, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., Hermiston
Walmart, 1350 N. First St. A dozen
for $12. For a spring 2017 Stanfield
High School band trip to the Pacific
Rim Band Festival in Hawaii. (Deb-
orah Wryn 541-240-1513).

PENDLETON FARMERS
MARKET, 4 p.m. to dusk, 300
block South Main Street, Pendle-
ton. Browse fresh produce, meats,
baked goods and plants, locally
crafted jewelry and items for the
home. EBT, debit and credit cards
welcome. (pendletonfarmersmar-
ket.net).

EMILY YANG FUNDRAIS-
ER, 4:30 p.m. to dusk, Nookies
Restaurant & Brewery, 125 N.
First St., Hermiston. Car wash, live
music, silent auction and donation
station. Yang underwent a kidney
transplant. (Emily 541-303-5175,
Brandon 541-371-4171 or Monica
541-303-5850).

VFW BINGO, doors open at 6

9:30 a.m., Pendleton Recreation
Center, 510 S.W. Dorion Ave. For
students in first and second grade
and parents/guardians. Free bas-
ketball skills and pickup games.

FREE FOR ALL, 9:30-10:15
a.m. Pendleton Center for the Arts,
214 N. Main St., Pendleton. Fami-
ly art experience for children up to
age 12. Children under 8 should
be accompanied by an adult. (541-
278-9201).

SAGE SATURDAY, 10 a.m. to
1 p.m., SAGE Center, 101 Olson
Road, Boardman. Free admission
and activities for children and their
parents/guardians. This month,
make your own sprout house.
(541-481-7243).

HIP & HANDMADE, 11 a.m.
to noon, Pendleton Center for the
Arts, 214 N. Main St., Pendleton.
Free drop-in art project class for
adults. (541-278-9201).

LANDLORD/TENANT LAW
SEMINAR, 12 noon to 4 p.m,
Pendleton City Hall community
room, 501 S.W. Emigrant Ave.
Christian Bryant of IRC Invest-
ment Renovation and Consultants
of Lake Oswego will cover what
landlords need to know, including
the newest changes in the law.
Cost is $40 for Umatilla County
Rental Housing Association mem-
bers, which includes a book; cost
for non-members is $55. Four
continuing education real estate
credits are available for real estate
licensees. Registration request-
ed. (LaVonne Stephens 541-379-
5508).

COUNTRY HOEDOWN, 1-4
p.m., Milton-Freewater Neighbor-
hood Senior Center, 311 N. Main
St. Live music, dancing and sing-

Refreshments will be provided, ev-
eryone welcome. Free.

MOVIE NIGHT @ THE
CHURCH, 6 p.m., First Baptist
Church, 200 Willow Fork Drive,
Boardman. Enjoy a free showing
of “Last Flight Out” with refresh-
ments available for purchase.
(541-481-9437).

“YOUNG AT HEART” FUND-
RAISER CONCERT, DINNER
AND AUCTION, 6 p.m. dinner and
auction, concert follows, Wildhorse
Resort & Casino Civic Circle,
46510 Wildhorse Blvd., Pendleton.
The Oregon East Symphony fund-
raiser features Rossini's “Barber
of Seville Overture,” Beethoven’s
Symphony No. 5, Strauss’s “Blue
Danube,” Brahms’ “Hungarian
Dance No. 5,” Anderson’s “Chick-
en Reel” and “The Looney Tunes
Theme.” Special guest violinist
Haeun Moon will perform “Zi-
geunerweisen (Gypsy Airs)."Tick-
ets are $25 for general seating,
$45 for premium and $75 for
concert, dinner and auction tick-
et, available at the Wildhorse Gift
Shop or www.wildhorseresort.com

SUNDAY, JUNE 12

FLAG EXCHANGE, 9 am.
to 5 p.m., McKay Creek Estate,
1601 Southgate Place, Pendleton.
Exchange your old, worn-out flag
for a new one free of charge. A
limited number of flags available.
Reservations suggested. (541-
276-1987).

“ROBBERS, REPROBATES

Friday Morning

STATION |

AND THE RED LIGHT DIS-
TRICT” WALKING TOUR, 12:30
p.m., beginning at MaySons Old
Fashioned General Store, 369 S.
Main St., Pendleton. Local histori-
an Keith May will discuss the Na-
tional Historic District of downtown
Pendleton and point out, among
other things, the 32 saloons and
18 bordellos once located there.
Costs $5. (541-276-8206).

MUSIC IN THE PARK, 5-7
p.m., Heppner City Park. Bring a
lawn chair or blanket and enjoy
Bram Bata Steel Drum Band. Food
available for purchase.

ADULT OPEN GYM, 6:30-
8:30 p.m., Pendleton Recreation
Center, 510 S.W. Dorion Ave. Free
access for ages 16 and up. (541-
276-8100).

MONDAY, JUNE 13

ADULT OPEN GYM, 6-7 a.m.,
Pendleton Recreation Center, 510
S.W. Dorion Ave. Half-court bas-
ketball. (541-276-8100).

WALKING FOR WELLNESS,
8:30-9:30 a.m., Pendleton Recre-
ation Center, 510 S.W. Dorion Ave.
(541-276-8100).

FLAG EXCHANGE, 9 am.
to 5 p.m., McKay Creek Estate,
1601 Southgate Place, Pendleton.
Exchange your old, worn-out flag
for a new one free of charge. A
limited number of flags available.
Reservations suggested. (541-
276-1987).

PRESCHOOL STORY TIME,
10:30 a.m., Athena Public Library,

418 E. Main St. For ages birth to 6.
(541-566-2470).

PENDLETON SENIOR MEAL
SERVICE, 12 noon, Pendleton
Senior Center, 510 S.W. 10th St.
Costs $3.50 or $6 for those under
60. Pool, puzzles, crafts, snacks,
Second Time Around thrift store
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. For Meals On
Wheels, call 541-276-1926. (541-
276-7101).

ART STUDIO, 4:00-5:30 p.m.
Pendleton Center for the Arts,
214 N. Main St. Free class for
ages 7-12 to develop skills and
encourage art exploration. (541-
278-9201).

MUSIC IN THE PARK, 7 p.m.,
Boardman Marina Park, 1 Marine
Drive. Free family-oriented musi-
cal performance featuring Dallin
Puzey. Bring a lawn chair or blan-
ket and a picnic. (Tami 541-571-
0844 or Renee 541-922-1560).

TUESDAY, JUNE 14

ADULT OPEN GYM, 6-7 a.m.,
Pendleton Recreation Center, 510
S.W. Dorion Ave. Half-court bas-
ketball. (541-276-8100).

WALKING FOR WELLNESS,
8:30-9:30 a.m., Pendleton Recre-
ation Center, 510 S.W. Dorion Ave.
(541-276-8100).

FLAG EXCHANGE, 9 am.
to 5 p.m., McKay Creek Estate,
1601 Southgate Place, Pendleton.
Exchange your old, worn-out flag
for a new one free of charge. A
limited number of flags available.
Reservations suggested. (541-

| 6am | 6:30 | 7am | 7:30 | 8am | 8:30 | 9am | 9:30 | 10Am | 10:30 | 11 am | 11:30

276-1987).

LEARNING PICNIC, 10 a.m.
to noon, Creative Care Preschool,
470 E. Main St., lone. Children
ages 0-6 and their parent or care-
giver can explore, learn and build
important literacy skills, and play
with a purpose. Each child takes
home a free book, and partici-
pants can enter for a chance to
win a child’s library to take home.
Snacks will be provided. Free, but
registration is requested. (Alison
Ogden 541-422-7418).

PRESCHOOL STORY TIME,
10:30-11 a.m., Stanfield Public Li-
brary, 180 W. Coe Ave. (541-449-
1254).

BOARDMAN SENIOR MEAL
SERVICE, 12 noon, Boardman
Senior Center, 100 Tatone St.
Costs $4 for seniors 55 or $5 for
adults. (541-481-3257).

HERMISTON SENIOR MEAL
SERVICE, 12 noon, Hermiston
Senior Center, 435 W. Orchard
Ave. Costs $4 or free for children
under 10. Extra 50 cents for uten-
sils/dishes. Meals on Wheels avail-
able. Transportation arranged by
donation. (541-567-3582).

PENDLETON SENIOR MEAL
SERVICE, 12 noon, Pendleton
Senior Center, 510 S.W. 10th St.
Costs $3.50 or $6 for those under
60. Pool, puzzles, crafts, snacks,
Second Time Around thrift store
9 am. to 1 p.m. For Meals On
Wheels, call 541-276-1926. (541-
276-7101).
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Making child
custody more fair
to divorced fathers

en the
family
court judge

decided how often
Griffan Reutzel
would see his
3-year-old daughter

helped get a bill
passed by the
House and Senate,
which is awaiting
the governor’s
signature. The bill
creates guidelines

after his divorce, for parenting plans
Reutzel felt punched AISHA that “maximize to
in the gut. Surtan | the highest degree
“What just parents talk back | the amount of time
happened?” he the child may spend
thought. “It was with each parent.” It
surreal.” requires courts to disclose

Reutzel, 35, had expected
to share parenting 50/50
with his ex-wife after their
2014 divorce. Instead, he got
a visitation schedule of one
day during the week, every
other weekend and every
other week in the summer.
He said he had been
involved with his daughter’s
life since birth. Now, it felt
like his daughter had been
taken away from him.

“At the end of the day,
(others) don’t know how bad
that feels,” he said.

He didn’t have the tens
of thousands it could cost
for an appeal, which he
may not have won, anyway.
Reutzel, who works at FGR
Mechanical and Liberty
Teeth Armory in southeast
Missouri, says he felt
depressed and discouraged.
His mother, Linda Reutzel,
decided to investigate why
the court seemed to favor
the mother in the case.

She says she discovered a
system of institutionalized
gender bias that led her to
take on the family court
system through the state
legislature.

Linda Reutzel, who lives
in Cape Girardeau, Missouri,
began driving to state capital
Jefferson City every week to
meet with lawmakers. She
connected with the National
Parents Organization
(NPO), an advocacy group
fighting for family court
reforms such as shared
parenting legislation. They
armed her with research
suggesting that children
fare better, emotionally and
behaviorally, when they
spend more than a third of
their time with each parent.

Ned Holstein, founder
and chairman of NPO,
says the standard custody
agreement is out of touch
with how families have
changed. Increasingly, both
parents work in the paid
labor force. Fathers today
are more involved in daily
child care than previous
generations. In the past
legislative session, about
20 states considered some
form of shared parenting
legislation, Holstein said.
The issue is picking up
steam in the media and state
houses.

In Missouri, the Reutzels

why shared parenting wasn’t
awarded and provide written
findings and conclusions

in custody cases. It also
prohibits courts from
establishing their own rules,
such as having a default
parenting plan.

In other states, bar
associations have objected
to bills that may have put
victims of domestic violence
at risk or limited judicial
discretion. The Missouri Bar
Association is not taking a
position on this bill, which
does not apply in cases of
domestic violence or abuse.

One legislator questioned
Reutzel about whether
children would feel the
stability of a “home” if they
were constantly shuttling
between residences. Others
have criticized these types
of legislative measures as a
way for men to avoid paying
as much child support.
Would a new standard shift
the focus away from the best
interest of the child to the
best interests of the parents?

Holstein counters that
shared parenting is in the
best interest of the child.
Research shows that fathers
pay more child support,
and more willingly, when
they have more access to
their children. He fears
that lawyers who benefit
financially from drawn-out,
expensive custody battles
are the ones who oppose
changing the system.

“The fact of the matter is
that most fathers desperately
miss their kids” after a
divorce, he said.

Linda Reutzel is more
blunt in her criticism. All
her son wanted was more
time with his child, she said.
The custody arrangement
reduced him from a parent
to a visitor.

“Men and women are
obviously different,” her son
said. “But the feelings for
a child are as deep on both
sides.”

It makes sense for the
courts to consider that.

n

Aisha Sultan is a St.
Louis-based journalist who
studies parenting in the
digital age while trying to
keep up with her tech-savvy
children. Find her on
Twitter: @Aishas.
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