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The school: The Univer-
sity of Washington 

The dream: Hoffman 
isn’t entirely sure what she 
wants to do with a major in 
public health, but she sees 
herself helping people in 
rural areas. She can imagine 
returning to the Umatilla 
Indian Reservation one day, 
where she currently serves 
as the treasurer for the tribes’ 
youth council. 

The means: Hoffman 
had previously considered 
attending Portland State 

University and Lewis & 
Clark College before she 
decided to go to UW. As a 
tribal member, Hoffman will 
pay in-state tuition, which 
will make the move to Seattle 
more economically feasible. 
Still, Hoffman will have to 
take out some loans to add on 
to the scholarships and grants 
she received.

The role model: Besides 
her parents, who she said 
were always supportive 
and encouraging, Hoffman 
named Pendleton High 

School leadership teacher 
Stu Clem as one of her chief 
mentors. Throughout middle 
school and high school, 
Hoffman said Clem opened 
up many opportunities for her 
and inspired her to always try 
her best. 

The advice: Hoffman 
advised seniors not to 
procrastinate but still have 
fun. She also urged students 
to ill out as many scholar-
ship applications as possible, 
something she’s still in the 
midst of doing.  

The school: Oregon 
Commission for the Blind 
Independent Living Program 
and then Blue Mountain 
Community College

The dream: Kodie Arnold, 
though blind since birth, navi-
gated the hallways of Herm-
iston High School without 
missing a beat. She played 
lute in the HHS marching 
band and served on the Link 
Crew of students who helped 
new freshmen transition into 

high school life. She writes 
music. She hopes to inspire 
others down the road as a high 
school Spanish teacher. Before 
she can jump into college life, 
however, she will go through 
the Oregon Commission for 
the Blind Independent Living 
Program in Portland. The 
program will hone Arnold’s 
abilities to prepare meals, 
shop, do laundry and other 
skills necessary for her to live 
on her own. Arnold will live in 

her own apartment during her 
time in the program.

The means: Arnold has 
received funding for college 
from the Oregon Commission 
for the Blind.

The role model: Spanish 
teacher Heather Brown.

The advice: “Try to do 
every activity you can. Once 
you’ve graduated, you’ll 
realize, ‘I should have done 
gone to prom or done this or 
that.’”

The school: Embry-
Riddle Aeronautical Univer-
sity (Dayton Beach, Florida) 

The dream: Thanks to 
picture books and elementary 
school projects, Lacey has 
long been interested in space 
and aviation. Over time, he 
developed a very speciic 
goal — to work in research 
and development at NASA 
as an aeronautical engineer. 
After considering several 
schools across the country, 
Lacey picked Embry-Riddle 

because of its top-light 
engineering program and its 
internships with NASA.

The means: Lacey is 
well aware that attending a 
private school is expensive. 
Embry-Riddle estimates 
the cost of an undergrad-
uate degree is more than 
$46,000. While Lacey will 
have take out some loans to 
cover tuition, he is encour-
aged by Embry-Riddle’s 
high return on investment 
rating, which was recently 

ranked second in the state 
of Florida. 

The role model: Lacey 
said he is keeping in mind 
some tips from family friends 
while in school. 

The advice: While he 
knows that not everyone 
has the same career path in 
mind, Lacey recommended 
taking the hardest courses in 
high school and doing well 
on the SATs to put students 
in the best position to attend 
college.

The school: Linn-Benton 
Community College

The dream: Aguilar 
considered several career 
ideas such as baker, general 
surgeon and teacher, then 
chose the latter. What ties all 
the choices together is Agui-
lar’s hope to ind a career that 
helps others. “My desire has 
always been to help people 

in any way I could,” she said. 
In high school, she joined 
the Key Club (community 
service organization) and 
said the experience taught 
her “to give back, be humble 
and appreciate what I have.“

The means: An Oregon 
Opportunity Grant will cover 
tuition, books and fees. She 
plans to work a part-time job 

to pay for living expenses.
The role model: Herm-

iston High English teacher 
Kasia Hoover who “teaches 
with so much passion.”

The advice: “Don’t 
procrastinate — ever. I 
procrastinated in applying 
for colleges and scholarships 
and I struggled at the end. It’s 
easier to start right away.”

The school: Eastern 
Oregon University

The dream: Collins, a 
standout athlete and student 
at Heppner High School, 
will continue to combine 
athletics and academics at 
the college level. Recruited 
to the EOU football team, he 
plans to show EOU fans why 
he was selected 2A defensive 

player of the year last season. 
Collins will study business 
with a minor in mathematics. 
His career aspirations 
include teaching high school 
business.

The means: Academic 
and athletic scholarships 
and savings will allow 
Collins to attend college 
without needing to work a 

part-time job.
The role model: Jeremy 

Rosenbalm, who teaches 
business and coaches boys 
basketball and football at 
Heppner High School.

The advice: “Don’t 
procrastinate. Get everything 
done. Managing time and 
conquering your to-do list in 
a timely fashion is key.”

The school: Blue Moun-
tain Community College, 
then probably Oregon State 
University

The dream: Dewey 
dreams of one day having 
her own veterinary practice 
or partnering with another 
veterinarian.

To gain experience, the 
Hermiston High School 
student did two internships 

— one at the Hermiston 
Veterinary Clinic and 
another with Double M 
Ranch. Dewey hasn’t quite 
pinpointed if she’ll treat large 
or small animals or both. 
Time will tell.

The means: She will 
inance her irst year of 
college with a couple of 
scholarships, a part-time job 
and earnings from summer 

employment at the Herm-
iston Aquatic Center. 

The role model: 
Choosing just one role model 
isn’t easy for Dewey, but one 
rises to the top. “My mom,” 
she said, “pushes me to do 
better and be better.”

The advice:  “Don’t limit 
yourself and the possibilities 
of what you can become. 
Take the time to enjoy life.”

The school: Oregon State 
University

The dream: Zepeda will 
be the irst in her immediate 
family to attend college. She 
envisions a career as a phar-
macist. The dream involves 
graduating high school with 
honors, acing her pre-phar-
macy classes (which will 
be heavy in chemistry and 
math) and inally focusing on 
pharmacy school. 

The means: When 
asked how she will afford 
college, Zepeda reels off 
dollar amounts — she’s 
obviously put much thought 
into inancing her dreams. 
The list includes grants, 
federal aid, summer job 
earnings, working part-time 
during college, scholarships 
and contributions from her 
parents.

Her college bill will be 

lower because of the 50-or-so 
college credits she earned in 
high school at a discounted 
price.

The role model: Zepeda’s 
“aunt” (really a good friend 
of the family) and Walmart 
pharmacist Araceli Renteria.

The advice: “Take every 
opportunity offered in high 
school. Apply early for 
colleges and scholarships. 
Believe in yourself.”

The school: Blue Moun-
tain Community College 

The dream: Having 
grown up taking care of her 
little cousins, nieces and 
nephews on a daily basis, 
Ross would like to translate 
her babysitting skills into a 
day care business. In addition 
to her babysitting experience, 
Ross also volunteered in the 
high school’s nursery and 
at West Hills Intermediate 
School. She intends to take 
classes toward an early 
childhood education degree 
with plans to eventually try 

cosmetology and business 
classes in Walla Walla. 

The means: Ross is looking 
to pay for her schooling using 
an Oregon Promise grant, as 
well as receive some inancial 
help from her father. 

The role model: Ross 
said she had many mentors 
help her graduate high 
school and reach college, 
but she singled out three in 
particular. Special education 
instructor Beth Smith helped 
her in academic areas where 
she struggled. Jodi Emerick, 
another special education 

instructor, offered her extra 
emotional support. Ross 
also gave credit to guidance 
counselor Karen Demianew, 
who kept pushing her to 
“stay strong” throughout her 
last years in high school.  

The advice: Ross advised 
students to stay away from 
drama and persevere despite 
criticism. Ross has a learning 
disability and ADD, which 
was compounded by moving 
from city to city. She settled 
in Pendleton last year and has 
since earned all her credits for 
a modiied diploma. 

FIRST SERVICE 8:30 AM 

SECOND SERVICE 10:30 AM 

www.fcogpendleton.com 

712 SW 27    ST.  

541-276-1894 

TH 

 Faith Center Church
 Worshiping God

 Loving People
 108 S. Main • 276-9569

 Sunday Worship 
 10:30 am
 Sr. Pastor,

 Ray O’Grady
 pendletonfaithcenter.org

 NEW HOPE 
 COMMUNITY CHURCH 

 1350 S. Highway 395, 
 Hermiston 

 Sunday Worship Services 
 English- Pastor Dave Andrus

 9:00 & 10:45 am 
 Spanish- Pastor Genaro Loredo

 9:00 & 10:15 am 
 Classes for kids during all 

 services 
 For more information call 

 541-567-8441 

 Community

 Presbyterian Churc h

 14 Martin Drive,

 Umatilla, OR

 922-3250

 Worship: 10 AM 

 Sunday School at 

 11:30

 OPEN HEARTS – OPEN DOOR

 www.graceandmercylutheran.org

 Sunday Worship 9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School  10:00 a.m. (Nursery 

 Provided)
 Fellowship, Refreshments & Sunday School
 Check Out our Facebook Page or Website 

 for More Information

 541-289-4535

 Tom Inch, Pastor
 Grace and Mercy Lutheran Church, ELCA

 164 E. Main St. / P.O. Box 1108
 Hermiston, Oregon 97838

 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

 CHURCH

 -Presbyterian Church (USA)-
 201 SW Dorion Ave.

 Pendleton

 Service of Worship - 10:00 am
 Children’s Sunday School - 

 10:20 am
 Fellowship - 11:00 am

 www.pendletonpresbyterian.com
 Open Hearted...

 Open Minded

 St. Johns
 Episcopal Church

 All People
 Are Welcome

 Scripture, Tradition
 and Reason

 Family service 9am Sunday

 Gladys Ave & 7th Hermiston
 Fr. Dan Lediard, Priest. PH: 567-6672

 Seventh-Day 

 Adventist 

 Church

 Saturday Services

 Pendleton
 1401 SW Goodwin Place

 276-0882

 Sabbath School 9:20 am

 Worship Service 10:45 am

 Com e m eet Jesus at

 PEN D LETON  BAPTIST

 C HU RC H
 3202 SW  Nye Ave Pen d leton , OR

 541-276-7590
 Su n d a y M orn in g W orship 11:00 AM

 Su n d a y Bible Cla sses 9:45 AM
 Su n d a y Y ou th Grou p 6:00 PM

 M on . Com m u n ity W om en ’s Stu d y 
 9:30 AM  & 6 PM

 Aw a n a  K id s Clu b (K -6th gra d e)
 W ed  M en ’s Stu d y 6 PM

 M OPS m eetin g the 1st Thu r of the M on th 6 PM

 To share your worship times call 
 Terri Briggs

 541-278-2678

 585 SW Birch, 
 Pilot Rock, OR 97868

 (541) 443-2500
 prbconline.blogspot.com

 Sunday School: 9:30 am
 Worship Service: 10:45 am

 Kids’ Club: 6:00 pm
 Wednesday Services:

 Youth Group: 7:00 pm

ELCA 

Peace Lutheran Church 
 

               210 NW 9th, Pendleton   
 

                 Join us Sundays  
 

9:30 am Sunday Worship
 9:30 am Sunday Worship

 10:30 am Fellowship
 11:00 am Sunday School 

 & Adult Class

 ~Come and be at Peace ~

 on 1290 KUMA noon each Sunday

 Community

 Sunday Holy Communion 9:00 a.m.
 Wednesday Holy Communion Noon

 Weekly Adults Spiritual Life Group

 All Are Welcome

 241 SE Second St .  Pendleton 241 SE Second St .  Pendleton
 (541)276-3809

 www.pendletonepiscopal.org

 Redeemer 
 Episcopal 

 Church

 FAITH LUTHERAN 
 CHURCH

 in Mission for Christ LCMC

 Bible Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:00 AM
 Sunday Worship .  .  . 10:30 AM

 Red Lion Hotel

 ( Oregon Trail Room )
 www.faithpendleton.org

 First United 
 Methodist 

 Church

 Sunday Worship 9am
 Open Hearts, Open Hands, Open Doors

 Facebook: www.facebook.com/
 FUMCPendleton

 Services are broadcast every Sunday 
 on KUMA-1290 AM @ 11am
 Rev. Dr. Jim Pierce, pastor

 352 SE 2nd Street
 Pendleton, OR
 541-276-2616

 Grace Baptist Church
 555 SW 11th, Hermiston

 567-9497
 Nursery provided for all services

 Sunday School - 9:30 AM
 Worship - 10:45 AM

 6:00 pm
 Wed Prayer & Worship - 7:00 PM

 “Proclaiming God’s word, growing in God’s grace”


