
Page 8A East Oregonian Saturday, June 4, 2016NATION/WORLD

By TIM DAHLBERG
AP Boxing Writer

Muhammad Ali, the magniicent 
heavyweight champion whose fast 
ists and irrepressible personality 
transcended sports and captivated 
the world, has died. He was 74. 

Ali suffered for years from 
Parkinson’s disease, which ravaged 
his body but could never dim his 
larger-than-life presence. A towering 
igure in his prime, he still traveled 
and made appearances in his later 
years despite being muted by the 
thousands of hits he took during his 
remarkable career. 

He was hospitalized in Phoenix 
with respiratory problems earlier 
this week, and his family gathered 
around him. He died Friday night, 
according to a statement from the 
family.   

Ali was a giant of his time — a 
furious and loud ighter whose inlu-
ence was felt far beyond the ring. 
He engaged in some of the world’s 
most iconic ights even though his 
career was interrupted for more than 
three years when he refused to be 
drafted for military service during 
the Vietnam War. 

He beat the invincible Sonny 
Liston, fought a string of thrilling 
ights with Joe Frazier and stopped 
George Foreman in the “Rumble 
in the Jungle” in Zaire. But he paid 
a terrible price for the estimated 
29,000 punches he took to his 
head during a career that made him 
perhaps the most recognized person 
on earth. 

“I am the greatest,” Ali thundered 
again and again. 

Few would disagree. 
Despite his debilitating illness, 

he traveled the world to rapturous 
receptions even as the once-bel-
lowing voice was reduced to a 
whisper and he was left to commu-
nicate with a wink or a weak smile. 

Revered — and reviled — by 
millions, Ali cut quite a igure in 
his prime, indeed, complete with 
an entourage nearly as colorful as 
he was urging him to “loat like 
a butterly, sting like a bee.” He 
inished with a record of 56-5 with 
37 knockouts and was the irst man 
to win heavyweight titles three 
times. 

But his life outside the ring was 
as fascinating — and controversial 
— as his life inside the ropes. 

Ali spurned white America when 
he joined the Black Muslims and 
changed his name from Cassius 

Clay to Muhammad Ali. He deied 
the draft at the height of the Vietnam 
war — “I ain’t got no quarrel with 
them Viet Cong” — and lost 3 1/2 
years from the prime of his career. 
He entertained world leaders, once 
telling Philippines President Ferdi-
nand Marcos: “I saw your wife. 
You’re not as dumb as you look.” 

The quiet of Ali’s later life was 
in contrast to the roar of a career 
that had breathtaking highs as well 
as terrible lows. He exploded on 
the public scene in the 1960s with a 
series of nationally televised ights 
that gave the public an exciting new 
champion and entertained millions 
as he sparred verbally with the likes 
of bombastic sportscaster Howard 
Cosell in interviews. 

Ali once estimated he had made 
$57 million in his pro career, but the 
effect of the punches lingered long 
after most of the money was gone. 
That didn’t stop him from traveling 
tirelessly to promote Islam, meet 
with world leaders and champion 
legislation dubbed the Muhammad 
Ali Boxing Reform Act, meant to 
protect ighters from being exploited 
by managers and promoters. While 
slowed in recent years, he still was 
able to make numerous appearances, 
including a trip to Ireland in 2009. 

Despised by some for his 
outspoken beliefs and refusal 
to serve in the U.S. Army in the 
1960s, an aging Ali became a 
poignant igure whose attendance 
at a sporting event would draw long 

standing ovations. 
With his face nearly frozen from 

the disease and his hands trembling, 
he lit the Olympic torch for the 1996 
Atlanta Games in a performance 
as riveting as some of his ights —
namely, the “Rumble in the Jungle” 
and the “Thrilla in Manila.” 

A few years after that, he sat 
mute in a committee room in Wash-
ington, his mere presence enough 
to persuade lawmakers to pass the 
boxing reform bill that bore his 
name. 

Born Cassius Marcellus Clay 
on Jan. 17, 1942, in Louisville, 
Kentucky, Ali began boxing at age 
12 after his new bicycle was stolen 
and he vowed to policeman Joe 
Martin that he would “whup” the 
person who took it. 

He was only 89 pounds at the 
time, but Martin began training him 
at his boxing gym, the beginning of 
a six-year amateur career that ended 
with the light heavyweight Olympic 
gold medal in 1960. 

Ali promised to shock the world 
by beating the fearsome Liston in 
1964 and he did just that to become 
heavyweight champion for the irst 
time.

He dominated the heavyweight 
ranks until he was stripped of his 
right to ight for a living when he 
refused to be inducted for the draft 

in 1967. 
By the time Ali was able to return 

to the ring following his enforced 
layoff, he was bigger than ever. 
Soon he was in the ring for his irst 
of three epic ights against Frazier, 
with each ighter guaranteed $2.5 
million in boxing’s irst megabucks 
match. 

Before the ight, Ali called 
Frazier an “Uncle Tom” and said 
he was “too ugly to be the champ.” 
His gamesmanship could have a 
cruel edge, especially when it was 
directed toward Frazier. 

In the irst ight, though, Frazier 
had the upper hand. He relentlessly 
wore Ali down, knocking him down 
in the 12th round and winning a 
decision. 

It was the irst defeat for Ali, but 
the boxing world had not seen the 
last of him and Frazier in the ring. 
Ali won a second ight, and then 
came the “Thrilla in Manila” on Oct. 
1, 1975, in the Philippines, a brutal 
bout that Ali said afterward was 
“the closest thing to dying” he had 
experienced. 

Ali won that third ight but took 
a terriic beating from the relentless 
Frazier before trainer Eddie Futch 
kept Frazier from answering the 
bell for the 15th round. It was, most 
in boxing agreed, Ali’s last great 
performance, though he would 
come back to win the heavyweight 
title from Leon Spinks to make 
history by winning the heavyweight 
title for the third time. 

Ali, who riveted the world as ‘The Greatest,’ dies

AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, File

This is an Oct. 9, 1974, ile photo showing Muhammad Ali. Ali,  
the magniicent heavyweight champion whose fast ists and 
irrepressible personality transcended sports and captivated the 
world, has died according to a statement released by his family 
Friday, June 3, 2016. He was 74.

“I am the greatest.”
— Muhammad Ali, 

AP Photo/File

In this March 29, 1967, ile photo, heavyweight champion Muham-
mad Ali, center left, and Dr. Martin Luther King speak to reporters. 
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 CUSTOM HOME ON GOLF COURS E : This 2200 sq. ft. home with 3 
 bed, 2 bath, custom updates throughout, attached 2 car garage w/
 shop, garden shed, 2 large decks – hot tub/patio area, extensive 
 landscaping, TUG sprinklers, graveled RV Parking, capped well for 
 irrigation, 24 x 24 carport, chain link fencing with security gate, on 2 
 acres along the 10th Fairway of BIG RIVER GOLF COURSE. 
 Expansive views of the Columbia River and the Washington Hills. 
 Asking:   $305,000  M123/14258586

 ONE OF A KIND  – This 50.6 acres of timber 
 offers livable cabin with a well, a septic system and 
 power.  Has a nice level building spot.  Located 5.8 
 miles south of Fossil. Beautiful setting.  Call JON @ 
 (541) 763-4426.  Asking:   $189,000  – FC 386 / 
 16210701

 DUPLEX IN ARLINGTON : Each side 3 bed, 2 bath with 
 laundry room and storage space.  Nice oak cabinetry in 
 kitchens and bath.  Eating bar.  Built in 1989, this well 
 maintained duplex offers views of the Washington Hills, the 
 Columbia River and surrounding area.  New, lifetime roof.  
 Two newer heat pumps.  Large, outdoor storage shed. Wood 
 decks and covered concrete patios.  Backyard fencing with 
 updated landscaping.  A real must see to appreciate.  Asking: 
 $184,000   M221/15235727

 ARLINGTON HOME  – Nice family home.  3 bed, 3 bath. 
 Updated kitchen with hickory cabinets, tile and newer 
 applicances. Beautifully updated master bath with lots of tile 
 work.  Paved driveway – detached garage – Great garden 
 area with storage shed. A fireplace Upstairs and one 
 downstairs.  Asking:   $169,900   #16385977

 NEW ENERGY EFFICIENT  -  3 bed, 2 bath. Energy 
 efficient. Granite counters. Hardwood floors. 
 Upgraded appliances. Large 40 ft. deck across the 
 back. Nice front deck. Modern details here!  A real 
 must see to appreciate.  Asking:  $169,900  - FC153/
 15340280  Call Boyd @ (541) 980-2312

 $169,900

 LOTS OF UPGRADES  – Great frontage on Hwy 730. 
 This building all set up for a new business and includes a 
 rental home. Total 2,997 sq. ft. Zoned commercial. Well 
 maintained, newer upgrades throughout. All equipment in 
 store is negotiable. A real must see to appreciate. Asking: 
 $155,000  – M220/15259695

 $155,000

 NEWER 3 BED, 2 BATH   – built in 2014, in “‘like new”’ condition, 

 offer 1286 sq ft of living space. Attached double car garage –

 covered front porch and a back patio. FS range/oven; dishwasher; 

 BI micro; eating island and pantry. Vaulted ceilings; w/w carpet + 

 vinyl. Gas, corner fireplace. Lawn + sprinklers + sidewalk + some 

 fencing.  Asking:   $159,000 .  M142/ 16547701

 $159,000

 TWO HOMES.  Main home offers 2 bed, 1 bath with 
 an open kitchen, home offers 374 sq ft with a finished 
 basement. Property includes a large shop / garage. 
 Asking:  $145,000  –          Call Boyd @ (541) 980-
 7212. FC 156 / 15427875

 $145,000  ONE ACRE PARCEL

 Zoned commercial.  Located on the corner 

 of Kincade and Tatone.  Partially graveled.  

 Across from Boardman City Hall, near 

 grocery store, the dental office, new medical 

 clinic, church, schools, new apartment 

 building, bank and library.  Lots of potential 

 here !  M688 Asking:  $99,000

 owner terms available.

 1.08 COMMERCIAL ACRE   - just south of I-84 on 
 south Main St, Boardman, Or.  Power, city water and 
 city sewer available. Perfect Location for that new 

 business!  Asking:   $110,000  
 M215/14102365

 $110,000

 ARLINGTON   - This well maintained MFH offer 3 bedroom, 2 
 bath.  Fenced backyard with new wood deck, yard, sprinklers & 
 storage unit.  Front yard offers retaining wall creating front 
 parking area and nice, level front lawn.  Also features a front 
 concrete patio, paved Parking and room for RV. Must see to 
 appreciate. Good value here! Asking:   $85,000   – M401/
 16228510

 $85,000

 2 BED 1 BATH SITS IN QUIET AREA ON E. HILL 
 IN ARLINGTON.  This bungalow offers 971 sq ft 
 living space with utility area. Two storage sheds 
 and a nice front porch area. VIEWS – VIEWS – 
 VIEWS.  Asking:   $69,000   FC151-14429502  Call 
 Boyd @ (541) 980-2312

 $69,000

 ARLINGTON  –  7.41 Acres with views 
 of Golf course – orchard – valley. 
 Would be a very nice location for that 
 new home.  Asking:    $29,900    M311

 $29,900  COLUMBIA VIEW 
 ESTATES

 Arlington, Oregon
 There are 21 lots available 

 starting @  $12,000 each. 
 Purchase lots separately, or as one package. 

 CC&R’s, paved streets,

 City utilities. Some lots have views

 of the Columbia River and the golf course

 Newer subdivision – nice area to live.

 Call Lee @ (541) 481-6251 

 $305,000
 GREAT  VIEWS

 $189,000

 PENDING
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