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Feds announce $10 million for wildfire projects

By KEITH RIDLER
Associated Press

MARSING, Idaho — Interior
Secretary Sally Jewell on Tuesday
toured a massive wildfire rehabil-
itation effort in southwest Idaho
that’s part of the federal govern-
ment’s new wildfire strategy and
then announced $10 million for
projects in 12 states to reduce
wildfire threats.

“It’s easy for folks to think
we can’t respond quickly, but we
can respond quickly,” Jewell told
about 30 federal land managers
gathered in the small town of
Marsing before heading out to
an area where a wildfire last year
scorched 436 square miles in
Idaho and Oregon.

Jewell issued a secretarial
order last year calling for a
“science-based” approach to safe-
guard greater sage grouse while
contending with fires that have
been especially destructive in the
Great Basin. The order also calls
for rehabilitating burned areas,

which rehabilitation efforts work
best. Some 2,000 sample moni-
toring plots are being tracked to
measure results of techniques that
could become templates for future
wildfire rehabilitation efforts.
“They’re looking at doing
the research necessary to under-
stand what’s happening on this
landscape to apply in the future,”
Jewell said. “That’s not something
that would have happened before
this focus on rangelands and this
understating of this sagebrush
habitat and its importance.”
Experts say trying to get in
desirable plants to prevent non-na-
tive invasive species, particularly

l Darin Oswald/Idaho Statesman via ﬁre-prone Cheatgrass, from
Interior Secretary Sally Jewell tours the Blackstock Springs coming back is a key part of the
area, Tuesday, where the Soda Mountain Fire in August of 2015 rchab plan.

charred over 280,000 acres of public and private land along the

Idaho-Oregon border.

and her visit to Idaho gave her a
chance to check up on the work.
“One of the things that is very
gratifying about what is going
on here is that it’s putting the
secretarial order into action,” she

said, standing on the side of a hill
overlooking thousands of acres
that have undergone rehabilitation.

The U.S. Bureau of Land
Management has partnered with
the U.S. Geological Survey to see

“We have to put in a functioning
ecosystem,” Cindy Fritz, a natural
resource specialist with the Boise
District of the U.S. Bureau of Land
Management, told Jewell.

Sagebrush  steppe  supports
cattle grazing and some 350
species of wildlife, including sage

grouse. The bird didn’t receive
federal protections under the
Endangered Species Act last fall,
but various efforts to protect sage
grouse habitat have been put in
place.

Those efforts continued
Tuesday when Jewell, following
her tour of the rehabilitation
area, announced in Boise the $10
million worth of projects mostly
aimed at preventing sage grouse
habitat from burning.

The money is part of the Wild-
land Fire Resilient Landscapes
Program intended to restore public
lands.

Dan Buckley, a member of the
National Multi-Agency Coor-
dinating Group at the National
Interagency Fire Center in Boise
that deploys the nation’s wildfire
fighting resources, said Jewell’s
order has caused a change in how
sagebrush steppe is viewed.

“Now that it’s elevated as a
secretarial priority it’s become
more important to the larger fire-
fighting community,” he said.

Television >

Stephen Amell stars in “Arrow”

Arrow
WPIX 5:00 p.m.

Oliver Queen (Stephen Amell) looks to join forces with someone sur-
prising in order to put a stop to Damien Darhk’s (Neal McDonough)
magic once and for all in this season finale. David Ramsey and Emily
Bett Rickards also star in this acclaimed series.
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