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Study: Workforce needs to g0 back to basics

Umatilla County
employers note
lack of eligible,
interested workers

By JADE MCDOWELL
East Oregonian

Applicants’ inability to
pass a drug test is one of
the top problems Umatilla
County employers face when
trying to fill open positions.

That was one of several
takeaways in the Umatilla
County Skilled Workforce
Study that didn’t paint a very
flattering picture of today’s
job seekers.

“I heard some stories that
were amazing to me,” said
Susan Bower of Eastern
Oregon Business Source.

EO file photo

A technician adds coolant to an air-conditioning unit in July 2015 (left) and workers sort red onions on a conveyor
belt at the River Point Farms packaging facility in Hermiston in January (right). A skilled workforce study showed
employers struggle to find workers in Umatilla County with the basic skills needed to fill entry level positions.
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said.

Washington. And few steps
from Washington’s licensing
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She also said that a poor
work ethic was employers’
top concern about the current

about training needs for the
workforce. Skipping compli-
cated certifications like a
commercial truck license,
employers often said new
hires lack skills like basic

river even though they would
rather work in Umatilla
County.

“We lose people because
they can just drive right
across the border,” she said.

* Develop a collaborative
effort to connect high school
and college students with
employers and trades

* Market the county as a
great place to live, work and

Business Oregon and Dave
Tovey of the Confederated
Tribes of the Umatilla Indian
Reservation said there needs
to be an effort for the entities
at the table to continue to

sure they aren’t undercutting
each other in a way that sends
those opportunities outside
of the county. “A win down
the road is probably a win for
their community anyway,”
Drugge said.

» Joe Franell of Eastern
Oregon Telecom and the
West  Umatilla ~ County
Economic Development
Group said he would like
to see some sort of listserv
or other way for the various
entities at the table to share
opportunities and ideas with
each other.

¢ Jordan McDonald from
the Pendleton Development
Commission  said more
effort needs to be made to
put second-story residential
spaces downtown and other
“ghost properties” back onto
the tax rolls.

* Kim Puzey of the Port
of Umatilla said the county
needs to make sure the
transportation and  utility
infrastructure is in place for
the former Umatilla Chem-
ical Depot to be developed as
soon as the land is transferred
to local control.

* Rep. Greg Smith said
local entities needed to talk
with their state legislators
about projects that could be
included in the major trans-
portation package being put
together for consideration in
the 2017 legislative session.

The county plans to put
together an economic devel-
opment strategic plan and is
looking for people who are
interested in being involved
in the plan. The county and
Blue Mountain Community
College also plan to put the
full Workforce Needs Study
that they commissioned on
their websites starting May 11.

workforce.
“One hundred percent —
100 percent — of employers

computer
phone etiquette and

troubleshooting,

ability to make change when

Forty-four percent
of the employers who
participated in the study

play.
the

discussion to

After opening up the

compete with each other
for economic development
opportunities, while making

the rest of the

Contact Jade McDowell
at  jmcdowell@eastorego-
nian.com or 541-564-4536.
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Considerable cloudiness tonight with a

June 4 shower in places.

an afternoon shower or thunderstorm in
central parts.

Forecasts and graphics provided by
AccuWeather, Inc.

©2016

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain,
sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.



