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COUNSELOR: In
her eighth year at HHS
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From age 6, Bustillos
always planned on becoming
an emergency room doctor.
She focused in high school
on getting into college and
in college on completing a
pre-med degree. Then she
took a job at a hospital.

“I realized I didn’t like
telling people we couldn’t do
a procedure the doctor recom-
mended because insurance
wouldn’t cover it or because
they couldn’t put enough
down. I felt like my hands
were tied and [ was a barrier
to helping people instead of a
part of it,” she said. “In high
school, I was focused. I knew
what I wanted to do with my
life. Then, at age 26, I had to
reconsider and answer those
questions of what I wanted to
do with my life.”

So with a college degree
in hand, Bustillos considered
working outside hospitals in
public or home health. Then
a former teacher asked if
she had considered looking
outside of medicine alto-
gether.

Bustillos went back to the
basics of why she wanted to
work in the emergency room:
to be a calming presence that
could help people through
the difficult and scary times.
Through working with a
group of school counselors on
a grant proposal, she discov-
ered the job had a lot more in
common with her life goals
than she realized.

“It was like a light bulb

turned on,” Bustillos said. “I
still get to help people in the
scary times, I get to help with
that journey and seeing them
through, showing them that
things will get better. 1 love
this job.”

Bustillos is now in her
eighth year as a school coun-
selor. At Hermiston High
School, the four counselors
each take a grade level and
follow the class through grad-
uation. She helped the class of
2015 from freshman through
senior year, and now she’s
starting over with the 450
students of the 2019 class.

Every day, Bustillos
answers questions of worried
students, parents and teachers.
She coordinates schedules,
helps students register for high
school classes, helps students
formulate life and career
goals and works with students
on a wide range of issues,
from bullying to dating. She
advises students on how to
reach their goals as well as
how to overcome roadblocks,
whether it’s homelessness or
social anxiety.

With the school year
quickly coming to an end,
Bustillos works long days to
make sure students finish the
year where they need to be.

“It’s the time of year for
late nights, but it’s worth it,”
she said with a laugh. “This is
an awesome job. It’s the best
job in the world.”

Contact Jennifer Colton at
Jjeolton(@eastoregonian.com
or 541-564-4534

FIELD: Would cost BMCC
just under $2M to purchase
and develop a new field
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ence schedule more than a
year ahead of time, Drebin
said the college would need
at least 30-month notice to
find a new playing field.

Finding a new field with a
shorter timeframe could lead
to a significant disruption to
the program, Drebin said,
especially when there are no
ready replacements.

Other fields like those at
Ken Melton Little League
Park and McKay Neighbor-
hood Park don’t meet colle-
giate regulations. Moving
the home field to another
community like Hermiston is
an option, but it could create
commuting and scheduling
conflicts that BMCC doesn’t
have with its current facility.

Even if BMCC were able
to purchase and develop a
new field without disrupting
the baseball program, the
college estimates it would
cost just south of $2 million.

“That’s  obviously not

something we have in our
back pocket,” said BMCC
President Cam Preus.

The BMCC officials
touted the fields’ benefits to
the community, including the
resulting economic benefits
when people the stay and
eat in Pendleton when they
come to games. Preus said
both BMCC and the city
would benefit from a joint
feasibility study on devel-
oping the area surrounding
the campus.

She said she’s broached
the topic with City Manager

Robb Corbett, but he’s
responded  with  mixed
messages.

Corbett did not return a
request for comment as of
press time.

The council meeting
will be held Tuesday at the
council chambers in city hall,
500 S.W. Dorion Ave.

Contact Antonio Sierra at
asierra@eastoregonian.com
or 541-966-0836.

Need Shade or Outdoor Living Space?
We’ve Got YOU covered!

Backyard By Design, LLC
FREE estimates!

541-720-0772

Visit our showroom:
102 E Columbia Dr.

Pergolas - Sunrooms
Retractable Awnings

Handrail - Sun/Solar

Patio Covers

Screen Rooms

Shades & More!

License #188965

Kennewick, WA 99336

www.mybackyardbydesign.com | L ’
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Be a Part of Walla
Walla’s Wine Future!

Become a Winery Owner
Groundbreaking Celebration May 15th.

Preferred Stock at an offering price of $4.35
per share earning a 5.1% annual dividend.
The minimum purchase is 200 shares ($870).
Traded on the NASDAQ as WVVIP.

To obtain a Prospectus, please call 503-588-9463
or visit www.wvv.com/ownership.

Jim Bernau, Founder/CEO « Willamette Valley Vineyards

AGRICULTURAL HERITAGE TOUR/

BRICKS, BARNS AND FARMS

o Tour through northern Umatilla County
*Visit historic barns, Century Farms, oldest nursery in the
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Pacific Northwest, and
produce farm est. 1922
eLunch at Frazier
Farmstead Museum
eZerba Cellars — tour and
wine tasting

Saturday, May 21*
9:00 - 4:00

HERITAGE STATION

Tickets: $55 Members; 7$60 Ceneral Admission.

.m_,&

The Umarilla Connty Histovical Society Musenm
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Call Heritage Station
Museum at
541-276-0012
for information

Puerto Rico skips bond payments,
says Congress must help with debt

By MARICARMEN RIVERA
Associated Press

SAN  JUAN, Puerto
Rico — A spiraling Puerto
Rico debt crisis reached a
new milestone as the island
missed nearly $370 million
on a bond payment Monday
and officials warned of worse
to come if the U.S. Congress
doesn’t help it dig out from a
mountain of debt.

The default was the
largest in a series of missed
payments by the struggling
U.S. territory since last
year and Gov. Alejandro
Garcia Padilla warned it was
unlikely to be the last.

Puerto Rico has payments
totaling nearly $2 billion
coming due on July 1,
including about $700 million
in general obligation bonds
that are supposed to be
guaranteed under the island’s
constitution. In an ominous
warning directed at Congress
and creditors that include
U.S. hedge funds, Garcia
said the outlook for the next
payment is bleak.

“We don’t anticipate
having the money,” he told
a news conference in the
capital, San Juan.

The remedy, Garcia
warned, is either a restruc-
turing arrangement  with
creditors or legislation from
Congress. U.S. lawmakers
left for recess last week while
a bill that would restore
Puerto Rico’s legal authority
to restructure as states are
able to do and set up a fiscal
control board was stalled in
committee.

Garcia, who inherited the
crisis when he took office
in January 2013, blamed
lobbying by “vulture” hedge
funds and what he called
“racist”  attitudes toward
Puerto Rico.

“Our worst enemy at the
moment is politics,” he said.

White House spokesman
Josh Earnest said Monday’s
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In this July 29 file 2015 photo, the Puerto Rican flag
flies in front of Puerto Rico’s Capitol as in San Juan,

Puerto Rico.

default should be another
red flag for Republicans in
Congress. “This situation
requires an urgent response
and Republicans in Congress
have been dragging their feet
for too long,” Earnest said.

The White House has put
forward a plan that would
allow Puerto Rico’s govern-
ment to restructure its debt
and impose new oversight
on finances, among other
measures. Earnest said the
oversight measures distin-
guish the proposal from a
bailout — a charge Republi-
cans have lodged against the
plan. But, Earnest warned,
continued delay in Congress
“only makes a bailout more
likely.”

Following Monday’s
default, U.S. Treasury Secre-
tary Jacob Lew released a
letter to House Speaker Paul
Ryan in which he urged him
to work quickly to resolve the
“few outstanding issues” on
the legislation to help Puerto
Rico. “Going  forward,
Puerto Rico’s $70 billion of
debt is unsustainable by any
measure. It simply cannot
afford to pay its debt,” Lew
said.

Garcia has been warning
since last year that the island’s
overall public debt of more
than $70 billion is unpayable.
On Sunday, he announced

the suspension of a payment
on debt issued by the island’s
Government  Development
Bank, a day before a sched-
uled $422 million was due
on the GDB’s $3.8 billion in
debt.

Puerto Rico managed to
reach a restructuring deal
with island credit unions that
shaved off about $30 million
from the total due Monday,
and paid $22 million in
interest. But that still left it
short nearly $370 million,
and in default.

Garcia said he had no
choice but to suspend the
debt payment to avoid cutting
essential public services such
as schools and medical care.

The default was expected
to trigger investor lawsuits,
though Treasury Secretary
Juan Zaragoza and Justice
Secretary Cesar Miranda
told The Associated Press
before the news conference
that none had been filed so
far. It did not cause upheaval
m U.S. financial markets,
likely because the island’s
economic troubles have been
known for years.

Puerto Rican citizens have
struggled through a decade
of recession, cuts to public
services, rising taxes and
much higher unemployment
than on the U.S. mainland,
and it now stands at nearly

12 percent. Many on the
island are anxious about the
default, but agree there was
little choice.

“If they pay the debt,
they are going to cut health
care and that’s what worries
everybody,” said 83-year-old
Jose Ugarte as he sat with
friends discussing the impli-
cations in a plaza in Old San
Juan. “This is a debt that isn’t
ours. It belongs to (former
governors) Luis Fortuno and
Pedro Rossello. Let them pay
it.”

But 24-year-old Vilmarie
Galarza says she isn’t so sure.
“To me, it’s bad because you
have to pay,” she said as she
paused while taking photos
in the plaza.

Puerto Rico has been
suffering  through  more
than a decade of economic
decline  since  Congress
phased out tax cuts that had
made the island a center for
pharmaceutical and medical
equipment  manufacturing.
Garcia’s predecessors, with
the acquiescence of the island
legislature, borrowed heavily
to cover over budget deficits.

The total debt of the island
of some 3.5 million people is
greater than any U.S. state
except much more heavily
populated California and
New York.

During the 2009-2013
term of Garcia’s predecessor,
former Gov. Luis Fortuno,
some 30,000 public sector
workers were laid off in an
unsuccessful effort to get
the budget under control.
Asked if he was considering
anything similar, Garcia said
that would hurt families and
would just ripple across the
private sector as it has in
the past. He said he would
only cut the public payroll if
ordered by a court.

“It’s a very complicated
situation. We are navigating
waters that no one has ever
navigated,” he said. “There’s

CHI ST. ANTHONY HOSPITAL PRESENTS

PASSPORT TO WELLNESS

Activities for all ages!
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Teddy Bear Clinic << Seed Planting for Kids
Blood Pressure Checks << Dental Screening

Safe Narcotic Disposal << Drawing for Prizes

Health Insurance Information
And MUCH morel

For more information: 541-278-2627

) 1S

\§ CHI St. Anthony
Hospital




