Page 8A East Oregonian

WORLD BRIEFLY

Tuesday, May 3, 2016

Trump’s rise is driving
immigrants to become
U.S. citizens

MIAMI (AP) — On a recent
Saturday morning in South Florida,
50-year-old Edgar Ospina stood in
a long line of immigrants to take the
first step to become an American.

Ospina has spent almost half
his life in the U.S. after emigrating
from his native Colombia,
becoming eligible for citizenship
in 1990. But with Donald
Trump becoming a more likely
presidential nominee by the day,
Ospina decided to wait no more,
rushing the paperwork required to
become a citizen.

“Trump is dividing us as a
country,” said Ospina, owner
of a small flooring and kitchen
remodeling company. “He’s so
negative about immigrants. We’ve
got to speak up.”

Nationwide, immigrants like
Ospina are among tens of thousands
applying for naturalization in a year
when immigration has taken center
stage in the presidential campaign,
especially in the race for the
Republican nomination.

Prosecutor: Evidence
speaks for 10 ‘Grim
Sleeper’ victims

LOS ANGELES (AP) — The
victims were all young black
women, some were prostitutes
and most had been using cocaine
before their bodies were discovered
in alleys in a rough part of Los
Angeles, hidden in trash bins or
covered by mattresses or debris.

For decades, the serial killer
dubbed the “Grim Sleeper” eluded
police, dumping at least 10 bodies
and leaving one woman for dead
after shooting her in the chest.

After months of testimony, a
prosecutor Monday said that the
evidence overwhelmingly points to
Lonnie Franklin Jr. and speaks for
the vulnerable victims he silenced as
he spent years hiding in plain sight.

“How do we figure out what
happened here? How do we know
who committed these crimes?”
Deputy District Attorney Beth
Silverman asked as she closed her
case in Los Angeles Superior Court.

“Ten of the victims can’t tell
you themselves. The defendant
took their voices when he brutally

murdered them. ... The evidence in
this case is the voice of the victims.”

Migrant children kept
from enrolling in school

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) —
Candelario Jimon Alonzo came
to the U.S. dreaming of becoming
something more than what seemed
possible along the rutted roads
of his hometown in Guatemala’s
highlands. This was his chance:
He could earn a U.S. high school
education and eventually become
a teacher.

Instead, the 16-year-old spends
most days alone in the tumbledown
Memphis house where he lives
with his uncle, leaving only
occasionally to play soccer and
pick up what English he can from
his friends.

Local school officials have
kept Jimon out of the classroom
since he tried to enroll in January.
Attorneys say Jimon and at least a
dozen other migrant youth fleeing
violence in Central America
have been blocked from going to
Memphis high schools because
officials contend the teens lacked
transcripts or were too old to

graduate on time.

The Associated Press has found
that in at least 35 districts in 14
states, hundreds of unaccompanied
minors from EI Salvador,
Guatemala and Honduras have
been discouraged from enrolling
in schools or pressured into what
advocates and attorneys argue are
separate but unequal alternative
programs — essentially an
academic dead end, and one that
can violate federal law.

Instead of enrolling Jimon and
the other minors in high school, their
cash-strapped district routed them to
an adult school in East Memphis that
offered English classes a few hours a
week. But before Jimon could even
register, the state shut the GED and
English-language programs over
concerns that few students were
graduating, effectively ending his
chances for a formal education.

4 arrested in slaying
of Honduran
environmental activist

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras
(AP) — Honduran authorities
arrested four people Monday

in the killing of environmental
activist Berta Caceres, including
an active duty army officer and at
least one man who worked for a
hydroelectric project she opposed.

A spokesman for the public
prosecutor’s office, Yuri Mora,
said the three did work for or were
direct employees of Desarrollos
Energeticos SA, also known as
DESA, which was developing the
project that Caceres’ organization
successfully stopped.

The Hidroelectrica Agua Zarca
Company, which is managed by
DESA, said in a statement that
only one of the men was employed
by the firm, and denied it had
anything to do with Caceres’
killing.

The Goldman Environmental
Prize-winning activist was shot
dead March 3 by gunmen who
invaded her home. Caceres had
reported death threats from security
personnel for the company.

Caceres’ children and the
group she founded, the Council
of Indigenous and Popular
Organizations of Honduras, said
in a statement that they wanted an
international group of experts to
participate in the investigation.
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