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Dear Abby: I’m 17 and dating this 
older guy. Everyone is afraid that one 
day I’ll just disappear, but he isn’t 
like that. I know him from when I 
was younger, and my dad and his dad 
were really close. People just don’t 
trust me, even though I have told 
them nothing but the full truth from 
the start. I’m happy. What should I 
do? — Misunderstood In Massa-
chusetts

Dear Misunderstood: It might 
help if you ask this young man to 
talk to your parents about his interest in you. 
If he is nice, respectful and employed or in 
school, they may be less suspicious about his 
intentions. 

Dear Abby: Two years ago we lost a very 
close friend of mine, not to death but to a rela-
tionship. “Ben” is the most genuine, caring 
and loving person you could ever meet. He 
and my sister dated for what seemed like 
forever, but unfortunately it didn’t work 
out. We were all devastated. Still, after their 
relationship ended, he was around because he 
had become like a member of our family. 

Ben inally met a great woman he cared 
for. We were all happy he had found someone 
and maybe he’d inally be the great dad we 
knew he could be. Our family loved his new 
girlfriend, and welcomed her to all gatherings 
as she was an extension of him. 

Six months to a year into their relation-
ship, we learned that Ben failed to mention to 
her that he and my sister had been an item for 
many years (engaged at one point). When she 
found out, she demanded that he stop talking 
to us. We even had a “goodbye” dinner with 
him.

Ben is now married to his 
then-girlfriend. I miss him dearly and 
think about him every week as he was 
that important to me. He attended 
all birthdays, graduations, etc., and 
he has now missed many of them. 
I always thought he would be the 
“uncle” my children never had. 

Would it be selish or unfair to him 
if I approached his wife about letting 
us back into his life? — Miss Him 
Dearly

Dear Miss Him: I don’t think 
it would be selish or unfair to Ben, but 
depending upon the level of his wife’s inse-
curity, it may be unsuccessful. Ben should 
have been honest with her from the beginning 
about his connection to your family. That the 
information was withheld from her may be 
why she reacted the way she did.

Dear Abby: My cousin was hard up and 
needed a place to stay because where she was 
wasn’t a good place for her. I told her she 
could stay with us, there was no need for her 
to pay rent because everything was already 
covered, and to just help with groceries. Well, 
she has been here a while now and she not 
only hasn’t pitched in, but also helps herself 
to our car since she doesn’t have one. 

You tend to have the best advice. Please 
tell me what to do, because I’m not sure. — 
Family First? In Indiana

Dear F.F.: Have a talk with your cousin 
and repeat the agreement you had with her 
before she moved in. Then tell her that if she 
doesn’t start living up to it, she will have to 
make other living arrangements. 

P.S. If you don’t want her using your car, 
don’t let her have the keys.

Couple’s difference in age 
causes girl’s family to worry

100 Years Ago
From the East Oregonian

April 30-May 1, 1916
Word has been received here that 

through the efforts of Congressman Sinnott 
a conference committee passing on the 
Indian bill has decided in favor of the 
original plan for erecting two bridges on 
the Umatilla reservation, one at Mission 
and one at Thorn Hollow. As adopted by the 
conference committee the federal govern-
ment will provide two thirds the bridge cost 
and the county one third. As amended in the 
senate by Senator Lane the bill provided 
that the county pay half and the government 
half. The news is welcomed here as it gives 
promise of the early construction of the 
two bridges, both being badly needed. The 
appropriation, however, has not yet been 
passed by congress.

50 Years Ago
From the East Oregonian

April 30-May 1, 1966
State Rep. Stafford Hansell, R-Herm-

iston, Friday said it is time for Oregon to 
accept a sales tax. In what he called “a 

change in my thinking,” Hansell said his 
proposal would levy a sales tax of three to 
four percent on all “end products,” including 
food. Feed, seed and fertilizer would be 
exempted to avoid double taxation. Oregon 
can’t have property tax relief and new state 
programs, too, he told an area conference of 
the Oregon Corrections Association here.

25 Years Ago
From the East Oregonian

April 30-May 1, 1991
Jim Kindle threw a ive inning no-hitter 

and his Heppner Mustang teammates 
pounded out 14 hits as they ran away from 
the Weston-McEwen TigerScots 17-0 
Tuesday. The Mustangs took sole control of 
second place in Columbia Basin Conference 
high school baseball standings, while the 
TigerScots dropped out of a second-place 
tie with Heppner. Kindle, a left-handed 
fastballer, struck out 11 and walked four in 
the no-hitter. “He threw a super ballgame,” 
Weston-McEwen coach Duane Meek 
said. “Most of his Ks were one ball, two 
strikes, so that tells you he was just in total 
command.”

Today is the 121st day of 
2016. There are 245 days left 
in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On April 30, 1789, 
George Washington took the 
oath of ofice in New York 
as the irst president of the 
United States.

On this date:
In 1803, the United States 

purchased the Louisiana 
Territory from France for 60 
million francs, the equivalent 
of about $15 million.

In 1812, Louisiana 
became the 18th state of the 
Union.

In 1900, engineer John 
Luther “Casey” Jones of 
the Illinois Central Railroad 
died in a train wreck near 
Vaughan, Mississippi, after 
staying at the controls in a 
successful effort to save the 
passengers.

In 1939, the New York 
World’s Fair oficially 
opened with a ceremony that 
included an address by Pres-
ident Franklin D. Roosevelt.

In 1945, as Soviet 
troops approached his 
Berlin bunker, Adolf Hitler 
committed suicide along 
with his wife of one day, Eva 
Braun.

In 1956, former Vice 
President Alben W. Barkley, 
78, collapsed and died while 
delivering a speech at Wash-
ington and Lee University in 
Lexington, Virginia.

In 1958, the American 
Association of Retired 
Persons (later simply AARP) 
was founded in Washington, 
D.C., by Dr. Ethel Percy 

Andrus.
In 1968, New York City 

police forcibly removed 
student demonstrators 
occupying ive buildings at 
Columbia University.

In 1973, President 
Richard Nixon announced 
the resignations of top 
aides H.R. Haldeman and 
John Ehrlichman, Attorney 
General Richard G. Klein-
dienst and White House 
counsel John Dean, who was 
actually ired.

In 1975, the Vietnam 
War ended as the South Viet-
namese capital of Saigon fell 
to Communist forces.

Today’s Birthdays: 
Actress Cloris Leachman 
is 90. Singer Willie Nelson 
is 83. Actor Burt Young is 
76. Singer Bobby Vee is 
73. Movie director Allan 
Arkush is 68. Actor Perry 
King is 68. Singer-musician 
Wayne Kramer is 68. Singer 
Merrill Osmond is 63. Movie 
director Jane Campion is 
62. Movie director Lars von 
Trier is 60. Former Canadian 
Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper is 57. Actor Paul 
Gross is 57. Basketball Hall 
of Famer Isiah Thomas is 
55. Country musician Robert 
Reynolds is 54. Actor Adrian 
Pasdar is 51. Rock singer 
J.R. Richards (Dishwalla) is 
49. Rapper Turbo B (Snap) 
is 49. Rock musician Clark 
Vogeler is 47. Rhythm-and-
blues singer Chris “Choc” 
Dalyrimple (Soul For Real) 
is 45. Rock musician Chris 
Henderson (3 Doors Down) 
is 45. Country singer Carolyn 
Dawn Johnson is 45. Actress 
Lisa Dean Ryan is 44. 
Rhythm-and-blues singer 
Akon is 43. Rhythm-and-
blues singer Jeff Timmons 
(98 Degrees) is 43. Actress 
Kirsten Dunst is 34.

Thought for Today: 
“There’s a difference 
between a philosophy and a 
bumper sticker.” — Charles 
M. Schulz, American 
cartoonist (1922-2000).
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