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Business quiet on new wage rules

By PARIS ACHEN
Capital Bureau

The business community was nearly
absent from a public hearing Monday on
draft rules for how itinerant employees
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The proposed rules require employers
to pay the regional wage that applies in
the location where the employee actually
worked in a given week, unless the
employee was working outside of their
regular location for an “incidental period
of time.” Incidental is defined as less than
four hours per week.

About 20 people, a combination of
workers and labor activists, turned out
at the hearing at the Bureau of Labor
and Industries to speak in favor of the
proposal. Some speakers requested that
the labor bureau define an “incidental
period of time” as one hour instead of
four hours.

Melchor Rodriguez, a janitor from
Beaverton who is a member of the
Service Employees International Union
49, said the proposed rules would help
him because he often cleans buildings
in different cities. He said the rules also
would help prevent employers from
abusing the system by locating in a
region with the lowest minimum wage
and dispatching their employees to the
Portland area, where wages and cost of
living are greater.

Kate Newhall of Family Forward
Oregon, which supported the new law,
said the intent of the regional minimum
wage was to “recognize we want people
working fulltime to not live in poverty”
and to take “into consideration cost vari-
ations in the state.” She said the proposed
rules were in line with that intent.

Representatives from business and
industry have indicated the proposed
rules would be too onerous for business.

Amanda Dalton who represents
Northwest Grocery Association and other
agriculture groups issued a statement
after the hearing that employee wages
should be based on where the employee
regularly reports to work, not on where
the employee works for a temporary
period of time.
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Janitor Melchor Rodriguez speaks to the Bureau of Labor and Industries
April 25, 2016, about proposed rules for Oregon’s new regional minimum

wage law.

“Setting any hourly threshold,
whether it is four hours or two hours or
even one hour in the higher regions as
some have proposed, is arbitrary and
requires employers and employees to
track their location throughout the day
and work week, resulting in massive
paperwork and record keeping,” Dalton
said. “We were told this new law would
be as simple as possible for employees
and employers. That is not what we are
seeing in the draft rules.”

Only one employer turned up at
Monday’s hearing.

Pieper Sweeney of Country Heritage
Farm in Yamhill County said it would be
difficult to track hours employees spend
in rush hour traffic moving from one
minimum wage zone to another.

“We want to do the right thing,”
Sweeney said. “If it is simple for us to
use, it makes it a lot easier.”

“I was actually hoping there would
be more business owners here so I could
hear their concerns,” said Sen. Michael
Dembrow, D-Portland, who was active
in developing the new minimum wage
law. “My understanding is most of that
is going to come from written comments.
For many of them, Portland is a long
trip.”

As of Monday, the labor bureau had
received only two written comments,
said Paloma Sparks, the agency’s legis-
lative director.

The labor bureau will accept public

comments on the proposed rules until
May 23, Sparks said.

Labor Commissioner Brad Avakian
plans to finalize the rules by June.

The first-of-its-kind law takes effect
July 1, bumping up the state’s minimum
wage from $9.25 to $9.75 statewide.
In 2017, wage increases will diverge
according to region.

Under the law, the minimum gradually
climbs to $14.75 in 2022 in the Portland
urban growth boundary, which includes
parts of Multnomah, Washington and
Clackamas counties. It will rise to $13.50
in Benton, Clatsop, Columbia, Deschutes,
Hood River, Jackson, Josephine, Lane,
Lincoln, Linn, Marion, Polk, Tillamook,
Wasco and Yambhill counties, and parts of
Multnomah, Clackamas and Washington
counties outside Portland’s urban growth
boundary.

In rural areas, the wage increases to
$12.50. Those areas include Malheur,
Lake, Harney, Wheeler, Sherman,
Gilliam, Wallowa, Grant, Jefferson,
Baker, Union, Crook, Klamath, Douglas,
Coos, Curry, Umatilla and Morrow
counties.

That’s when the proposed rules
could become complicated for some
employers. For example, an employee
who works in Salem for 35 hours and in
Portland for five hours per week in 2017
would earn $10.25 per hour for the time
in Salem and $11.25 per hour for the time
in Portland.

their client for the takeover
of a national wildlife refuge
in Oregon.

Attorney Lissa Casey
says in court papers that
a forthcoming motion to
dismiss the case will chal-
lenge the federal govern-
ment’s assertion that it has
ownership of the Malheur
National Wildlife Refuge.

“The federal government
relinquished the land when
it was previously deeded
and homesteaded, thus
relinquishing jurisdiction,”
Casey wrote.

Moreover, she said, the
defendant intends to argue
the government largely lost
the right to own land inside
Oregon once statehood was
achieved.

The U.S. Supreme
Court, however, has twice
ruled that the government
owns the land in question,
presenting an uphill climb
for the attorneys.

“We look forward to
Ammon Bundy’s attempt
to re-litigate 200 years of
jurisprudence regarding the
property clause, and the
1935 Supreme Court case
that specifically established
the American people’s
ownership of the Malheur
National Wildlife Refuge,”
Jennifer Rokala, executive
director of the Center for
Western Priorities, said in
a statement posted on the
organization’s website.

Bundy and his followers
seized the refuge Jan. 2 in
a protest over federal land
policy and the imprison-

and the more than two
dozen others who took part
in the takeover that even-
tually ended in February.
Bundy pleaded not guilty to
conspiracy and gun charges.

Bundy’s lawyers
presented the basics of their
argument while asking a
federal judge to extend the
deadline for filing motions
to dismiss the case. Casey
said evidence must be
produced regarding chain of
title and actions or inaction
of the government.

“Given the complexities
of the evidence involved, it
is not a simple legal argu-
ment that can be briefed and
expedited for the Court,”
she wrote.

Bundy’s views on the
federal government should
get an extensive airing at
his upcoming trial. Though
often described as anti-gov-
ernment, Bundy has said
that’s not the case. He said
the federal government has a
responsibility to protect the
states from outside invaders.
When critics pointed out that
his company got a $530,000
loan through the Small
Business Administration, he
noted that he’s only opposed
to federal policies that go
against the people’s will.

Bundy, meanwhile, is
due to return to a Portland
jail early this week. He was
flown to Las Vegas nearly
two weeks ago to make a
court appearance on charges
related to an armed standoft
at his father’s Nevada ranch
in 2014.
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