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I
n a grassy eld along t e 
Old Oregon Trail Route 
on ig ay 20  sout  o  

a rande, e or er nion 
ounty residents ea  planted 

a tiny oni er seedling on April 
2 , 19 9, in penan e or a 
0 year old pran  t at toppled 

a land ar  during t eir ild 
yout

T e stunt t at elled t e 
97-year-old Ponderosa pine 
tree, a land ar  along t e 
route, ade national eadlines 
in 19 9  T e one Tree 

as t e i ti  o  a pran  
perpetrated by Robert Watts, 
Roland McCroskrie, Bill 
Sout all, Bill Wiese and yle 
More ead, a rande ig  
sc ool students, o didn t 
reali e t e ort  o  t e tree  
We t oug t e ould cause 

a little de il ent,  said Weise, 
9, o  San Mateo, Cali  

T e group it upon t e idea 

o  cutting 
do n t e tree 

ile dri ing 
bet een a 
Grande and 

nion and 
enjoying a 
little Red 
Cap ale 
t at ar , 
dri ly nig t  
T o o  t e 
group did t e 

sa ing ile t e ot ers dro e 
up and do n ig ay 20  
in More ead s car, keeping 
a lookout  T ey ere caug t 
t e ollo ing day, supposedly 
by an alert Oregon State 
Police trooper, but ore likely 
because e eryone at t e ig  
sc ool kne  t e identities o  
t e tree-cutters

ot only did t e incident 
ake eadlines across t e 

country, a national radio 

s o  did a skit parodying 
t e prank  It as blo n up 
to agni cent proportions,  
Wiese added  According 
to McCroskrie, al  o  a 
Grande s residents t oug t it 

as unny  t e ot er al  as 
not a used  i ty percent 

ere or anging us and 0 
percent or s ooting,  cracked 
Wiese

T e boys ere sentenced 
in une 19 9 to 0 days ard 
labor  T ey s eated under 
t e su er sun to sa  one 
Tree into re ood, dug up t e 
taproot, and t en painted guard 
rails ro  a ela to ot ake

T e return to a Grande 
as t e brainc ild o  Watts, 
o in 1979 as a Clacka as 

County deputy s eri  and a 
or er police c ie  or t e 

city o  nion  Sout all, o 
spent  1 2 years in a apanese 
prison ca p, beca e a orld 

tra eler and settled in ansas  
McCroskrie retired a colonel 
ro  t e S  Air orce and 
o ed to lorida  O  t e 

original cre , only More ead 
as absent  e died in Italy 

during World War II en 
is plane cras ed  Anot er 

c ild ood riend, r  eonard 
ee o took no part in t e 

original incident , stood in or 
More ead during t e planting 
cere ony  

Wiese also ade one nal 
act o  contrition  e paid eac  
o  is co patriots , a su  e 
ad o ed t e  since t eir ti e 

on t e road gang or t e one 
Tree stunt

Renee Struthers is the 
Community Records Editor for 
the East Oregonian. See the 
complete collection of Out of 
the Vault columns at eovault.
blogspot.com

Tree pranksters return 40 years later to show contrition

COFFEE BREAK

S
eila o nson-Glo er kne  so et ing 
as rong en er doctor asked er to 

sit do n a ter a routine a ogra  in 
ece ber 2009

-o ,  s e t oug t  T at ad ne er 
appened be ore  S e as instructed get 

an ultrasound and an MRI  W en o nson-
Glo er, t en , et it  t e doctor again, e 
s o ed er t e scans  

ou see t is ite stu  
e said  T at s breast cancer 

t at as etastasi ed to your 
li er and ribs  e told er s e 
ad stage  breast cancer  

o nson-Glo er didn t 
kno  at to t ink  er 

ot er ad died o  breast 
cancer about a dozen years 
earlier   

o  any stages are 
t ere  s e asked

Well, you re at it,  t e 
doctor said

o nson-Glo er, no  9, orked at Scott 
Air orce Base as a records anager  er 
best riend s usband as dying o  prostate 
cancer  W en e died a e  ont s a ter er 
diagnosis, s e called er riend ba ling

I  scared I  going to die  I  scared 
I  going to lea e y daug ter,  s e cried

S eila, stop it,  er riend said  And stay 
o  t e Internet  T ere are o en li ing it  
stage  breast cancer beyond t e e-year 
sur i al rate, s e said

o nson-Glo er took er ords to eart  
In addition to an 11- our surgery to re o e 
er rig t breast and 1  ly p  nodes, s e 

under ent nine ont s o  c e ot erapy  S e 
took a edical retire ent a ter 2  years in t e 
Air orce  

T e ai  as to stop t e spread o  t e 
disease  A ter a year and a al  o  no gro t , 
t e cancer started progressing again  S e ent 
back on c e o  T e doctors declared er 
disease stable in August 201  

T o years later, s e e barked on an 
ad enture t at ould c ange t e ay s e sa  
er battle it  cancer  It started en s e 

noticed a acebook post ro  a riend o 
also ad stage  cancer  S e as raising oney 
or a trip to Sout  A rica  o nson-Glo er, o 
ad al ays anted to take a issionary trip, 

decided to apply or t e sa e progra , e en 
t oug  it asn t a religious trip

Terri Wing a , a breast cancer sur i or, 
ounded t e nonpro t A res  C apter t at 

runs t e progra  S e as taken 60 participants 
since 2011 to olunteer at arious international 
destinations to eal t e e otional scars t at 
cancer lea es  

W en you get sick, you eel really 
unlucky,  s e e plained  We create an 
opportunity or people to eel lucky again  
S e ants sur i ors to see t e sel es as 
e po ered rat er t an a icti  o  a disease  
T e progra  costs ,000, and about al  
t e participants recei e so e subsidy or 
sc olars ip

o nson-Glo er started undraising online  
S e e ailed riends and sent letters  S e as 
still ar ro  t e goal and discouraged until an 
anony ous donor o ered to atc  1, 00 i  
s e could raise it  T en, s e on a grant ro  
t e Sil er inings oundation or 1, 00

S e ade it  S e e  out ro  C icago to 
e  el i in Marc , ere s e et 1  ot er 
en and o en o are cancer sur i ors  S e 

and t ree ot ers ould be orking at a sc ool 
in t e slu s or - to 7-year-olds  S e ould 
be teac ing Englis  and ot er basic lessons

T ey olunteered e ery orning until noon 
during t e t o- eek trip, and t en took part 
in group acti ities, suc  as learning o  to 
breat e using yoga tec ni ues  A deep bond 
de eloped bet een t e entire group

I as able to s are y story it  people 
o kne  o  I elt,  o nson-Glo er said   
On t eir last day in e  el i, it  all t e 

c ildren cla oring around er to say goodbye, 
one o  t e teac ers anded er note  

T ank you or all you a e done,  it said  
T oug  t ank you is not enoug  o nson-

Glo er started to cry
I realized it asn t at e could 

gi e t e  W at attered to t e  as our 
presence  

S e and er co-tra elers isited t e Taj 
Ma al  o nson-Glo er as struck it  t e 
realization t at s e as not er cancer  S e 

as not er treat ent  S e elt inspired to do 
ore  
Eac  o  t e cancer sur i ors attended a 

burning cere ony be ore t ey le t India  T ey 
rote do n at t ey anted to lea e be ind  

S e rote negati ity  and t re  it in t e re 
pit  I a e no space or it y li e rig t no  

S e ca e back to S ansea, Illinois, and 
continues to olunteer as an ad ocate or 
breast cancer sur i ors  S e is graduating 
ne t ont  it  a Master in Business 
Ad inistration ro  Mc endree ni ersity  
S e as inspired er daug ter to ant to go on 
a issionary trip  

S e said er e perience as s o n er 
daug ter t at no atter at you go t roug  
in li e, you can still ake it  o nson-Glo er 
ad its t at t ere is al ays a ear it  ic  
s e li es

I don t let it consu e e,  s e said  I  
ear consu es e, I  letting cancer in  And 

I re use to let cancer in  S e as de astated 
en s e lost er ot er, o ad been er 

best riend  So, en s e as diagnosed, s e 
realized s e needed to g t to elp nd a cure  

I need to g t ard  I don t ant t is to 
appen to y daug ter,  s e said  T at s y 

I ad ocate so uc   or er  It s not about 
e any ore  It s about y daug ter  

Aisha Sultan is a St. Louis-based journalist 
who studies parenting in the digital age while 
trying to keep up with her tech-savvy children. 
Find her on Twitter: @AishaS.

A new life after 
a devastating 
diagnosis
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By KRISTEN DE GROOT
Associated Press

A 9-year-old reporter o 
rote about a suspected urder 

in er s all Pennsyl ania to n 
is de ending ersel  a ter so e 
locals las ed out about a young 
girl co ering iolent cri es and 
said s e s ould be playing it  
dolls

ilde ate ysiak got a 
tip Saturday about so et ing 
unto ard appening in Selins-
gro e, 1 0 iles nort est 
o  P iladelp ia  S e ent to 
t e scene to get t e details and 
posted a story and ideo clip on 
er ebsite, OrangeStreet e s

co , later t at day
Soon a ter, er acebook 

page and ouTube c annel ere 
clogged it  negati e co ents 
urging er to play it  dolls  
and a e a tea party and ues-
tioning er parents  judg ent in 
letting er do suc  ork

It kind o  gets e angry 
because just because I  9 
doesn t ean I can t do a 
great story,  s e said Tuesday  
It doesn t ean I can t be a 

reporter
ilde as run t e Orange 

Street News since 201  S e gets 
elp ro  er at er, Matt e  
ysiak, a or er reporter or t e 

New York Daily News, and er 
12-year-old sister, Isabel Rose 

ysiak, o andles ideos and 
p otos

W at started out as a ne s-
paper or er a ily, ritten in 
crayon, as beco e a co u-
nity ne s source co plete it  

ebsite and acebook page
In recent eeks, in s ort 

stories under eadlines 
re uently punctuated it  

e cla ation arks, s e as 
reported on a possibly rabid 
skunk s ot dead by police, 
se eral acts o  andalis , t e 

any e pty store ronts in 
do nto n Selinsgro e and 
t e re o al o  a C rist as 

reat  ro  a building a ter 
se eral years, under t e eadline 
C rist as inally o er in 

Gro e
Matt e  ysiak said t e 

co ents on is daug ter s 
stories are usually positi e

S e as e braced en 
s e as doing cuter stories, but 

about si  ont s into riting 
t e paper s e got ore con dent 
and started stepping outside t e 
bo ,  ysiak said

T e debate is all about 
et er it s appropriate or a 

girl er age to be co ering suc  
ne s  

ysiak said ilde caug t t e 
journalis  bug en e orked 
or t e Daily News and ould 

occasionally take er along on 

t e job  
S e ound journalis  

really interesting, and y older 
daug ter, too,  e said  T ey 

ould ask lots o  uestions
S e s nor ally un azed by 

co ents and usually doesn t 
read t e , e said, but t e tea 
party co ent really lit a use 
under er  

ilde it back it  a ideo 
on er ne s site, posted Sunday,

rst reading so e o  t e 
co ents aloud, including, I 
a  disgusted t at t is cute little 
girl t inks s e is a real journalist
W at appened to tea parties  
and ine-year-old girls s ould 
be playing it  dolls, not trying
to be reporters

S e t en de ended er ard 
ork

I kno  t is akes so e o  
you unco ortable, and I kno  
so e o  you just ant e to sit 
do n and be uiet because I  
9  But i  you ant e to stop 
co ering ne s, t en you get o  
your co puter and do so et ing
about t e ne s  T ere, is t at 
cute enoug  or you

Anne Carter, a licensed prac-
tical nurse in Selisgro e, as 
a ong t ose o co ented 
disappro ingly on acebook o  

ilde s in ol e ent in t e story  
I t ink s e s ery talented 

and er aspirations are great, but
it s probably a bigger case t an 
a 9-year-old s ould andle,  
Carter said  Adults in t e 
co unity are a ing trouble 

rapping t eir eads around 
at appened  I can t i agine 

o  a 9-year-old can co er a 
story like t at

ilde is undeterred  W en 
asked i  s e as a ollo -up story
in t e orks on t e suspected 
o icide ilde replied  ou ll
a e to nd out at appens 

in t e ne t issue o  t e Orange 
Street News

9-year-old reporter de ends 
o icide co erage a ter backlas

Isabel Rose Lysiak via AP

In this September 2015, photo provided by Matthew Lysiak, 
Hilde Kate Lysiak poses for a photo at her home in Selins-
grove, Pa. Lysiak, a 9-year-old reporter, recently wrote about 
a suspected murder in her small Pennsylvania town and 
is defending herself after some locals lashed out about a 
young girl covering violent crime.

Uber driver naps as 
rider leads police on 
car chase

CO ES I E,  
AP   Aut orities say an 
ber passenger o took t e 
eel ile t e dri er slept later 

cras ed t e car ile trying to 
elude police

State police say 20-year-old 
e  ork City resident 

uan Carlos ired t e car in 
P iladelp ia to take i  200 

iles to central e  ork
Police say t e dri er asked 

Carlos to take t e eel 
Saturday ile e napped, 
and a trooper later clocked 
Carlos going 6 p  in a 6  

p  zone on Interstate 1 near 
Bing a ton

W en t e real dri er oke 
up and asked Carlos y e 

as dri ing so ast, Carlos told 
i  it as because police ere 

c asing t e
Carlos soon cras ed  Bot  

su ered inor injuries
Carlos as c arged it  

eeing police and dri ing 
it out a license  It asn t clear 

i  e as a la yer

Lonely penguin 
hopes for friends in 
Pennsylvania 

SAGI AW, Mic  AP   
e ey anted to spend ore 

ti e it  Ba -Ba  T at 
asn t good or on
So on, a e ale A rican 

penguin, as a ne  o e 
in Pennsyl ania, lea ing a 
Mic igan zoo or a ne  li e  
and ope ully ore riends

on and sister e ey ad 
been at t e Sagina  C ildren s 

oo since 200  Spokes o an 
izzy Sc ultz says ot er 

penguins didn t see  interested 
in on a ter e ey beca e 
close it  Ba -Ba , a 

ale penguin
Sc ultz tells The Saginaw 

News t at on ad no one to 
groo  er, or eat it  er, or 
ang out it  er

on s last day at t e zoo 
as riday  er are ell 

party included a rozen cake 
lled it  s  S e s no  

at t e e ig  alley oo in 
Sc necks ille, Pennsyl ania

turkys with air horns 
TEA EC ,  AP   A 

e  ersey to n plans to 
ac uire 20 air orns to elp its 
residents deal it  aggressi e 

ild turkeys
Ani al Control O cer 

incent Ascolese said e ill 
gi e t e air orns to Teaneck 
o cials to distribute to t e 
public, The Record ne spaper 
reported

We a e to coe ist as best 
as possible,  e said

A y Sc eitzer, o  t e state 
epart ent o  En iron ental 

Protection s s  and ildli e 
di ision, said s e captured 
an aggressi e ale turkey on 

Tuesday, ic  s e said ill 
elp ease t e aggression o  t e 
ild birds
O cials said t ey e 

recei ed about a dozen 
co plaints  and one police 
report  ro  residents 
reporting aggressi e ild 
turkeys  T e birds a e attacked 
residents, pecked at cars and 
eld up tra c  One as o n 

t roug  a resident s glass 
kitc en indo

To n o cials said only t e 
state is able to touc  t e birds, 
but residents can u anely 
scare t e  a ay by using ater 
oses or aking loud noises to 

assert do inance
Sc eitzer said t at 

cardboard in indo s or 
indo  decorations can elp 

keep birds ro  de ecating in 
yards or attacking indo s

T e birds  aggressi e 
be a ior tends to decrease in t e 
su er en ocks break up, 
Sc eitzer said  Residents it  
an i ediate issue a e been 
told to call t e police

Man charged with 
leaving baby in car at 
strip club 

OS A GE ES AP   A 
os Angeles an as been 

c arged it  c ild abuse or 
allegedly lea ing is baby in 
t e car ile e ent to a San 

ernando alley strip club
T enty- our-year-old Au in 

argin pleaded not guilty to t e 
c arge on Monday  e could 

ace up to si  years in prison i  
con icted

Aut orities say argin le t 
is 9- ont -old daug ter in t e 

car or an our last ont  during
an a ternoon isit to t e club

Aut orities say t e baby as 
ound by e ployees o  t e club 

and a neig boring business

Murderer OK’d for 
retail pot license 

SEATT E AP   A report 
about a con icted urderer 
being granted a license to open 
a arijuana s op in Was ington 
as pro pted a double-take by 

state o cials
T e Was ington i uor 

and Cannabis Board selected 
Green Grotto LLC to open a 

arijuana store in t e Seattle 
suburb o  Issa ua  As rst 
reported by The Issaquah Press, 
t e co pany is run by George 
Garrett, o pleaded guilty 
to second-degree urder or 
killing is i e and du ping er 
body in ood Canal in 199  

e as sentenced to 1  years in 
prison

Board spokes an Brian 
S it  says Garrett disclosed t e 
con iction on is application or 
a arijuana retail license  nder 
t e board s rules, t e elony did 
not auto atically dis uali y i  
because it as ore t an 10 
years old

S it  says t e case raised 
a ag  and t at t e board ill 
be discussing et er urt er 
action is arranted


