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Oregon’s Benjamin sees future in hoops

By STEVE MIMS
Eugene RegisterGuard

EUGENE — Dwayne
Benjamin  followed  his
heart onto the football field
Monday.

After one practice as
an Oregon wide receiver,
Benjamin changed his mind
and decided that basketball
was his future.

“It was a tough decision
with me loving both sports
as much as I do,” Benjamin
said Thursday. “I just kind of
made a premature decision
going out there and not
getting everything down or
talking to a lot of people.
After I made the first decision
to go out, I talked to coach
Altman and we talked about
basketball as something |
could do and then I talked to
my family and changed my
decision and decided to stick
with basketball.”

Benjamin ~ will  begin
interviewing agents to find
him opportunities to play
professional basketball,
probably overseas to start
his career. The 6-foot-7
forward has been invited to
play on a team that will play
games throughout China next
month.

Benjamin averaged 8.1
points per game over his
two seasons with the Ducks.
The former prep football

player in Louisiana decided
shortly after Oregon lost
to Oklahoma in the West
Regional final that he would
play one season of football at
Oregon in the fall and joined
the Ducks for practice on
Monday.

“It was great, the best
two hours I have had in a
long time,” he said. “I loved
being out there and having
the opportunity to put the
Oregon jersey on, even if it
was practice.”

That was the only practice
Benjamin attended before
deciding to focus on basket-
ball.

“In life, you have to make
decisions, and sometimes
you don’t make the right one

and you have to move on
from that,” he said. “Once
I had the opportunity to do
something [ was raised doing
and grew up loving, which is
football, I hopped into that.
Then I thought about it more
and talked to coach and he
gave me a few options I had
and so I went with that.”

Altman, who was at the
Final Four in Houston last
weekend, said he wished
he would have talked to
Benjamin before he joined
the football team.

“Dwayne jumped into
that pretty quick, and part of
it is that we should have been
talking before,” Altman said.
“His future is in basketball
and when we sat down and

Oregon for-
ward Dwayne
Benjamin (0)
defends as
Saint Jo-
seph’s forward
DeAndre
Bembry (43)
dribbles the
ball during the
first half of a
second-round
men’s college
basketball
game in the
NCAA Tourna-
ment in Spo-
kane, Wash.,
Sunday, March
20, 2016.

AP Photo/Young Kwak

talked, he realized that.

“He has an opportunity
to go to China and oppor-
tunities are coming up. I
apologize to Mark (Helfrich)
and the football staff for
taking a day out of their time
because we should have had
those conversations before
he did that. I hope it wasn’t
a distraction to Mark and his
team.”

Altman said Benjamin
made the right decision.

“He can go overseas and
get his career started and
hopefully develop and get an
opportunity sometime in the
United States,” Altman said.
“I definitely think he can go
overseas and have a good
career.”

LACROSSE: Lincoln takes over in second period

Continued from 1B

mere 15 seconds later to take
a quick 2-0 lead. Hermiston
was able to battle back and
get a goal from sophomore
Luke Walchi at the 2:36
mark of the first — Walchi’s
team-leading 17th goal of
the season — to bump the
score to 2-1 which the teams
would take to the end of the
first period.

But in the second period,
the wheels fell off for Herm-
iston as Lincoln turned up
their intensity and held the
possession for the majority
of the game. Lincoln scored
seven goals in the second
period, using their speed
to fluster the Hermiston
defense and get some easy
looks against Bulldog goalie
Beau Blake.

“We just kind of ran into
a better team today,” Arnold
said. “We played with a lot of
emotion in that first period,
but the boys played hard
with what they had faced this
week.”

Walchi said he and his
fellow teammates were very
disappointed in the result.

“Before the game our
emotions ~ were  running
really, really high and every-
body wanted to do well for
Trampis,” he said. “But we
just kind of got flustered as the
game went along and didn’t
do what we wanted to do.”

Friday’s game presented

the teams’ fourth-straight
loss on the season as the
offense has fallen into a bit
of a slump. Hermiston has
scored a combined 18 goals
in those four losses after
scoring a combined 23 goals
in the first two wins. Walchi
said that the team needs to
come back to practice on
Monday with a plan to work
even harder if they want to
get back on track to reach
their season goal.

“A goal Trampis always
had for us was he wanted

us to have a positive record
because our lacrosse team
hasn’t had a winning record
for a long time,” he said. “He
always called (the wvarsity
team) the tip of the sword
because our youth program
is growing and everyone’s
success all starts with us.”

In fact, over the last 15
years Hermiston has never
won more than eight games
in a season, a feat which was
accomplished last season.
But as the team moves
forward, Arnold says that he

Staff photo by E.J. Harris
Hermiston’s Jamie Zweifelhofer looks to pass around Lincoln’s Hunter McKercher in
the Bulldogs’ 15-1 loss to the Cardinal on Friday in Hermiston.

knows his hands will be full
trying to keep them focused.

“It’ll be hard just to keep
the kids going in the right
direction,” he said. “But just
like any sports team you have
bumps in the road, and we
have to keep pushing if we
want to make a run toward
the playoffs.”

Contact Eric Singer at
esinger@eastoregonian.
com or (541) 966-0839. You
can follow him on Twitter @
ByEricSinger.

Pro Basehall

Dodgers’ Stripling
pulled with no-hitter

By JANIE MCCAULEY
Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO —
Ross Stripling was pulled
with a no-hitter in progress
during the eighth inning of
his major league debut, and
new Los Angeles Dodgers
manager Dave Roberts was
willing to take all the criti-

cism for yanking him.
“No-brainer,” Roberts
insisted.

Stripling went 7 1/3
innings, then left after his
100th pitch on a rainy Friday
night. The San Francisco
Giants wound up winning
3-2 in the 10th on Brandon
Crawford’s home run.

Roberts said he made the
move to protect Stripling’s
long-term health, two years
after the rookie had Tommy
John surgery.

“It was the right call,”
Stripling said. “It was a

tough decision for him and
I certainly had no ill feelings
toward the decision one bit.”

And Stripling told Roberts
just that when they met in his
office with the game still going
after the skipper got ejected.

In a decision sure to be
debated around baseball,
Roberts removed = Stripling
after the right-hander walked
Angel Pagan. Stripling was
on a pitch count, even if he
didn’t know about it. Roberts
even wondered about sending
him out for the eighth.

“We made that decision
before the game. The most he
threw in spring was 78 pitches.
He’s coming off Tommy John,
he threw 70 innings last year,”
Roberts said. “At 100 pitches,
that was our number. ... [ want
to keep his future and health
in mind. I made that decision
if somebody gets on base,
we’re going to go to (Chris
Hatcher).”

PERFECTION: Root scores
game-winner in night cap

Continued from 1B

said. “We made a lot of
contact, got a lot of hits, and
the other balls that we hit
were really hard.”

Sexton added to his big
afternoon in Game 2 by
going 2 for 2 with another
RBI, and he pitched the
first six innings allowing
just two hits and striking
out 11. Root struck out all
three batters he faces in the
seventh for the save.

Parkrose (3-5) Game 2
starter Gunnar Schlichting
kept the Bulldogs off
balance  through  four
innings with his off-speed
pitches and left with the
score knotted at 0-0.

Reliever John Slossar
kept it a scoreless tie going
into the sixth, but walked
Root to lead off the inning.
Root then stole second base
and scored from there on
a single by Sexton for the
eventual game-winner.

Head coach Lance
Hawkins said he was happy
with the team’s approach
after a disappointing outing
in its previous game this
week, and thought the team
brought great focus and
teamwork to the diamond
on Friday.

“I think we’re ready to
go for the league season,”
Christy said.

Hermiston opens
Columbia River Confer-
ence play on Saturday,
April 16 in a doubleheader
against The Dalles that
starts at noon at Armand

Larive Middle School.
Game 1 R H E
HHS 36012 — 11 13 0
PHS 000 00 -— 0o 0 4

R. Robles and S. Gritz. M. Weeks, J.
Slossar (3) and Z. Thomas.
2B — R. Robles 2, C. Root (HHS).

Game 2 R HE
HHS 000 001 2 — 3 40
PHS 000 000 0 — 0 20

T. Sexton, C. Root (7) and S. Gritz.
G. Schlichting, J. Slossar (5) and E.
Hardman. W — Sexton. L — Slossar.
S — Root.

2B — C. Caldwell (HHS).

RUGBY: Boys game will follow
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opportunity to get them
out,” Taylor said.

Valley is one of two
undefeated teams left in their
league, and won its opener
55-22 over Reynolds.

“We really really want
to win, but realistically I
think we should just hold
them,” Taylor said. “But
we all want to win so I
think that’s what we’re
going to try to do.”

There is no admission
charge for spectators.

Following the girls’

match, the East Oregon
Sasquatch will take on the
Clark County Warriors at
1:30 p.m. in boys’ action.

The Sasquatch (1-2) are
tied for first place with four
points in the Club Champi-
onship Black Division but
are coming off a 35-0 loss
to the Northside Panthers in
their last game.

Contact Matt Entrup at
mentrup@eastoregonian.
com or (541) 966-0838.
Follow him on Twitter @
mattentrup.

Local Slate
PREP BASEBALL

Today

Weston-McEwen vs. Dufur (DH), 11 a.m.
Mac-Hi vs. Ontario (DH), Noon
Stanfield vs. Burns (DH), 2 p.m.
Umatilla at Vale (DH), 2 p.m.

Monday

Pendleton at Walla Walla (WA), 4 p.m.
Tuesday

Weston-McEwen at Pilot Rock, 4 p.m.
Umatilla at Touchet (WA), 4 p.m.
Riverside vs. Prescott (WA), 4 p.m.
Heppner at Grant Union, 4 p.m.

Irrigon vs. Dufur, 4:30 p.m.

Stanfield at Tri-Cities Prep (WA), 5 p.m.

PREP SOFTBALL
Today
Heppner at Echo, 11 a.m.
Mac-Hi vs. Ontario (DH), Noon
Umatilla at Vale (DH), Noon
Weston-McEwen at Riverside (DH), 1 p.m.
Monday
Hermiston at Canby, 4 p.m.
Tuesday
Echo at Weston-McEwen, 1 p.m.
Irrigon vs. Union, 3:30 p.m.
Heppner at Burns, 3:30 p.m.
Pilot Rock at Culver, 4 p.m.
Umatilla at Touchet (WA), 4 p.m.
Riverside vs. Waitsburg (WA), 4 p.m.
Mac-Hi at Pendleton, 4:30 p.m.

PREPTRACK & FIELD
Today
Hermiston, Pendleton at Oregon City, 10 a.m.
Weston-McEwen, Pilot Rock, Heppner,
Helix, Echo at Stanfield Invite, 11 a.m.
lone at Burns, Noon

PREP GOLF

Monday

Pendleton, Hermiston (boys) at Bend CC,
10:30 a.m.

Tuesday

Pendleton (girls) at Awbrey Glen GC, Noon

Hermiston (girls), Mac-Hi (girls), Heppner
at La Grande CC, 1 p.m.

PREPTENNIS
Monday
Mac-Hi at Umatilla, 3 p.m.
Tuesday

Hermiston (boys) at Pendleton, 4 p.m.
Pendleton (girls) at Hermiston, 4 p.m.
Umatilla at Condon, 4 p.m.

Mac-Hi at Stanfield, 4 p.m.

Riverside at Weston-McEwen, 4 p.m.
lone at Helix, 4 p.m.

PREP RUGBY
Today
East Oregon (girls) vs. Valley, Noon
East Oregon (boys) vs. Clark County,
1:30 p.m.

COLLEGE BASEBALL
Today
Blue Mountain at Columbia Basin (DH), 1 p.m.

COLLEGE SOFTBALL

Today

Eastern Oregon at Great Falls (DH), 11
a.m./1 p.m.

Wenatchee Valley at Blue Mountain (DH),
2/4 p.m.

Sunday

Yakima Valley at Blue Mountain (DH),
Noon/2 p.m.

Basketball
NBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Divisionf
L Pct GB
y-Toronto 53 26 671 —
x-Boston 47 32 .595 6
New York 32 48 .400 217
Brooklyn 21 58 .266 32
Philadelphia 10 69 .127 43
Southeast Division
L Pct GB
x-Atlanta 47 32 595 —
x-Miami 46 33 582 1
x-Charlotte 46 33 582 1
Washington 38 41 .481 9
Orlando 34 45 .430 13
Central Division
W L Pct GB
y-Cleveland 56 23.709 —
x-Detroit 43 37 .538 1312
Indiana 42 37 532 14
Chicago 39 40 .494 17
Milwaukee 32 47 405 24
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division
W L Pct GB
y-San Antonio 65 14 .823 —
x-Memphis 42 37 532 23
Dallas 41 38 519 24
Houston 38 41 .481 27
New Orleans 30 49 .380 35
Northwest Division
W L Pct GB
y-Oklahoma City 54 25 .684 —
x-Portland 43 37 .538 1Y%
Utah 39 40 .494 15
Denver 33 47 413 21%
Minnesota 27 52 .342 27

Pacific Division

W L Pct GB
z-Golden State 70 9 .886 —
x-L.A. Clippers 51 28 646 19

Sacramento 31 48 .392 39
Phoenix 21 58.266 49
L.A. Lakers 16 63.203 54

x-clinched playoff spot
y-clinched division
z-clinched conference

Friday’s Games

New York 109, Philadelphia 102
Orlando 112, Miami 109
Charlotte 113, Brooklyn 99
Toronto 111, Indiana 98

Boston 124, Milwaukee 109
Detroit 112, Washington 99
New Orleans 110, L.A. Lakers 102
Dallas 103, Memphis 93
Denver 102, San Antonio 98
L.A. Clippers 102, Utah 99, OT
Today’s Games

Phoenix at New Orleans, 4 p.m.
Boston at Atlanta, 4:30 p.m.

Golden State at Memphis, 5 p.m.
Cleveland at Chicago, 5:30 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Sacramento, 7:30 p.m.
Minnesota at Portland, 7:30 p.m.
Sunday’s Games

Charlotte at Washington, 9 a.m.
Dallas at L.A. Clippers, 12:30 p.m.
L.A. Lakers at Houston, 12:30 p.m.
Utah at Denver, 2 p.m.

Milwaukee at Philadelphia, 2 p.m.
Orlando at Miami, 3 p.m.

Brooklyn at Indiana, 3 p.m.

Golden State at San Antonio, 4 p.m.
Toronto at New York, 4:30 p.m.

Hockey

NHL
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division
GP W L OTPts GF GA
y-Florida 81 46 26 9101 234 201

x-Tampa Bay 81 46 30 5 97 225196
Detroit 81 41 29 11 93209221
Boston 81 42 30 9 93239224
Ottawa 81 37 35 9 83230246
Montreal 81 37 38 6 80216234

Buffalo 81 34 36
Toronto 8129 4
Metropolitan Division
L OTPts GF GA
z-Washington80 55 17 8 118 247 190
x-Pittsburgh 81 48 25 8104 244200
x-N.Y. Islanders8045 26 9 99 227207
x-N.Y. Rangers8145 27 9 99 233215
Philadelphia 80 39 27 14 92 206215
Carolina 81 35 30 16 86 196221
New Jersey 81 37 36 8 82 179207
Columbus 81 33 40 8 74 214248
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division
GP W L OTPts GFGA
9107 264228
9107 223196
8102 231204
14 96 226212
11 87 215204
4 82 213235
8 76 211236

1 79197219
1169 197241

x-Dallas 81 49 23
x-St. Louis 81 49 23
x-Chicago 81 47 26
x-Nashville 81 41 26
x-Minnesota 81 38 32
Colorado 81 39 38
Winnipeg 81 34 39
Pacific Division

GP W L OTPts GFGA
x-Los Angeles8148 28 5101 222 191
x-Anaheim 80 44 25 11 99 211189
x-San Jose 81 45 30 6 96240210
Arizona 81 35 38 8 78209244
Calgary 81 34 40 7 75229259
Vancouver 81 30 38 13 73 187240
Edmonton 81 31 43 7 69200241

NOTE: Two points for a win, one point for
overtime loss.

x-clinched playoff spot

y-clinched division

z-clinched conference

Friday’s Games

Columbus 4, Buffalo 1

Today’s Games

Ottawa at Boston, 9:30 a.m.
Detroit at N.Y. Rangers, 9:30 a.m.
Pittsburgh at Philadelphia, 12 p.m.

Anaheim at Colorado, 2:30 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Montreal, 4 p.m.
Carolina at Florida, 4 p.m.

Toronto at New Jersey, 4 p.m.
Chicago at Columbus, 4 p.m.
Calgary at Minnesota, 4 p.m.
Buffalo at N.Y. Islanders, 4:30 p.m.
Washington at St. Louis, 5 p.m.
Nashville at Dallas, 5 p.m.
Edmonton at Vancouver, 7 p.m.
Winnipeg at Los Angeles, 7 p.m.
Arizona at San Jose, 7:30 p.m.
Sunday’s Games

Philadelphia at N.Y. Islanders, 4 p.m.
Anaheim at Washington, 4:30 p.m.

Baseball
MLB

AMERICAN LEAGUE
East Division

W L Pct GB
4

Baltimore 01.000 —
Boston 2 1.667 1%
New York 2 2500 2
Tampa Bay 2 3.400 2%
Toronto 2 3.400 2%
Central Division

W L Pct GB
Detroit 3 01000 —
Cleveland 2 1.667 1
Kansas City 2 1.667 1
Chicago 3 2.600 1
Minnesota 0 4.000 3%
West Division

W L Pct GB
Seattle 2 2500 —
Oakland 2 3.400 %
Texas 2 3.400 %
Houston 1 3.250 1
Los Angeles 1 3 .250 1
NATIONAL LEAGUE
East Division

W L Pct GB
New York 2 1.667 —
Washington 2 1.667 —
Miami 1 2.333 1
Atlanta 0 3.000 2
Philadelphia 0 4.000 2%
Central Division

W L Pct GB
Pittsburgh 4 01.000 —
Chicago 3 1.750 1
Cincinnati 3 1.750 1
Milwaukee 2 2 .500 2
St. Louis 1 3.250 3
West Division

W L Pct GB
San Francisco 4 1.800 —
Los Angeles 3 2 .600 1
Colorado 2 2500 1%
Arizona 2 3.400 2
San Diego 1 3.250 2%

AMERICAN LEAGUE

Friday’s Games

Detroit 4, N.Y. Yankees O
Cleveland 7, Chicago White Sox 1
Baltimore 6, Tampa Bay 1

Boston 8, Toronto 7

Milwaukee 6, Houston 4

Kansas City 4, Minnesota 3

Texas 7, L.A. Angels 3

Qakland 3, Seattle 2

Today’s Games

Boston (Porcello 0-0) at Toronto (Dickey

1-0), 10:07 a.m.

N.Y. Yankees (Sabathia 0-0) at Detroit

(Pelfrey 0-0), 10:10 p.m.

Cleveland (Anderson 0-0) at Chicago

White Sox (Sale 1-0), 11:10 p.m.

Tampa Bay (Smyly 0-1) at Baltimore

(M.Wright 0-0), 4:05 p.m.

Houston (Fister 0-0) at Milwaukee (W.Per

alta 0-1), 4:10 p.m.

Minnesota (Milone 0-0) at Kansas City

(Kennedy 0-0), 4:15 p.m.

Texas (Hamels 1-0) at L.A. Angels (Rich-

ards 0-1), 6:05 p.m.

Oakland (R.Hill 0-1) at Seattle (Karns 0-0),

6:10 p.m.

Sunday’s Games

Boston at Toronto, 10:07 a.m.

Tampa Bay at Baltimore, 10:35 a.m.
Cleveland at Chicago White Sox, 11:10

a.m.

Houston at Milwaukee, 11:10 a.m.
Minnesota at Kansas City, 11:15 a.m.
Texas at L.A. Angels, 12:35 p.m.
Oakland at Seattle, 1:10 p.m.

N.Y. Yankees at Detroit, 5:10 p.m.

NATIONAL LEAGUE

Friday’s Games

N.Y. Mets 7, Philadelphia 2

San Diego 13, Colorado 6
Pittsburgh 6, Cincinnati 5

St. Louis 7 Atlanta 4

Milwaukee 6, Houston 4

Arizona 3, Chicago Cubs 2

San Francisco 3, L.A. Dodgers 2, 10

innings

Today’s Games
Pittsburgh (Cole 0-0) at Cincinnati (R.lgle-

sias 0-0), 10:10 a.m.

L.A. Dodgers (Kershaw 1-0) at San Fran-

cisco (Bumgarner 1-0), 1:05 p.m.

Miami (Koehler 0-0) at Washington

(J.Ross 0-0), 1:05 p.m.

Houston (Fister 0-0) at Milwaukee (W.Per

alta 0-1), 4:10 p.m.

Philadelphia (Velasquez 0-0) at N.Y. Mets

(Colon 0-0), 4:10 p.m.

St. Louis (C.Martinez 0-0) at Atlanta

(Teheran 0-0), 4:10 p.m.

Chicago Cubs (Hendricks 0-0) at Arizona

(Greinke 0-1), 5:10 p.m.

San Diego (Pomeranz 0-0) at Colorado

(J.De La Rosa 0-0), 5:10 p.m.

Sunday’s Games

Philadelphia at N.Y. Mets, 10:10 a.m.
Pittsburgh at Cincinnati, 10:10 a.m.
Miami at Washington, 10:35 a.m.

St. Louis at Atlanta, 10:35 a.m.

Houston at Milwaukee, 11:10 a.m.

L.A. Dodgers at San Francisco, 1:05 p.m.
Chicago Cubs at Arizona, 1:10 p.m.

San Diego at Colorado, 1:10 p.m.

Soccer
MLS
EASTERN CONFERENCE
W L T Pts GF GA

Philadelphia 3 2 0 9 7 b

OrlandoCity 2 1 2 8 9 6
Montreal 2 2 0 6 6 5
New England1 1 3 6 5 7
NYC FC 11 2 5 7 7
Chicago 11 2 5 5 5
TorontoFC 1 2 1 4 4 4
New York 13 0 3 4 9
D.C.United 0 2 3 3 3 9
Columbus 0 2 2 2 3 b5
WESTERN CONFERENCE

W L T Pts GF GA
FC Dallas 31 1 10 8 6
SportingK.C.3 1 0 9 5 3
Real SaltLake2 0 2 8 8 6
Los Angeles 2 1 17 7 8
Colorado 21 1 7 38 2
Vancouver 2 2 1 7 6 6
San Jose 21 1 7 56 b
Houston 12 1 41 8
Portland 12 1 4 6 9
Seattle 13 0 3 38 5

NOTE: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Friday’s Games

Philadelphia 2, Orlando City 1
Today’s Games

Toronto FC at New England, 1 p.m.
Columbus at Montreal, 1 p.m.
Vancouver at D.C. United, 2:30 p.m.
Sporting Kansas City at New York, 4 p.m.
San Jose at FC Dallas, 6 p.m.
Colorado at Real Salt Lake, 6:30 p.m.
Sunday’s Games

Seattle at Houston, 1 p.m.

Chicago at New York City FC, 4 p.m.
Portland at Los Angeles, 6:30 p.m.

Golf

The Masters Tournament
At Augusta National Golf Club
Augusta, Ga.
Purse: TBA (Last year: $10 million)
Yardage: 7435; Par: 72
Second Round

Friday

Jordan Spieth 66-74—140 -4
Rory Mcliroy 70-71—141 -3
Danny Lee 68-74—142 -2
Scott Piercy 70-72—142 -2
Brandt Snedeker 71-72—143 -1
Soren Kjeldsen 69-74—143 -1
Hideki Matsuyama 71-72—143 1
Kiradech Aphibarnrat ~ 72-72—144 E
Sergio Garcia 69-75—144 E
Danny Willett 70-74—144 E
Shane Lowry 68-76—144 E
a-Bryson DeChambeau 72-72—144 E
Dustin Johnson 73-71—144 E
Daniel Berger 73-71—144 E
Troy Merritt 74-71—145 +1
Smylie Kaufman 73-72—145 +1
Bernhard Langer 72-73—145 +1
Jason Day 72-73—145 +1
J.B. Holmes 72-73—145 +1
Bernd Wiesberger 73-72—145 +1
Chris Wood 72-73—145 +1
Brooks Koepka 73-72—145 +1
Davis Love llI 73-73—146 +2
Jimmy Walker 71-75—146 +2
Angel Cabrera 73-73—146 +2



