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Official sign pact to tear down dams

Deals also protect
farmers from rising
power, water prices

By JONATHAN J. COOPER
Associated Press
SACRAMENTO, Calif. —
Endangered salmon blocked for
nearly a century from hundreds
of miles of the Klamath River in
Oregon and California are expected
to return en masse under unusual
agreements signed Wednesday to
tear down four hydroelectric dams.

U.S. Interior Secretary Sally
Jewell, who signed agreements
with the governors of both states,
said the plan would bring about
one of the largest river restoration
projects in the history of the U.S.

The landmark deals also
protect farmers and ranchers from
rising power and water prices as
the various interests work to end
long-running water wars in the
drought-stricken Klamath River
basin.

The dams now block fish from
migrating to their historic spawning
grounds and also degrade water
quality, spreading fish diseases and
algae blooms. Salmon are sacred
to some Native American tribes
that use them for subsistence and
ceremony.

“Our allocation of fish this year
doesn’t meet half of our subsistence
for our people,” said Yurok Tribe
Vice Chairman David Gensaw.
“This is a threat to our culture, our
religion and the economic survival
of our people.”

The Klamath basin has been the
site of tense disputes between tribes,
environmentalists, farmers and

ranchers for nearly two decades.

In 2001, water deliveries to
farmers and ranchers were severely
curtailed. Adult salmon suffered a
major die-off a year later. Salmon
harvests have been sharply reduced
for the tribes as well as recreational
and commercial fishers.

The latest deal is spelled out in
two agreements signed at the mouth
of the river in Northern California
in a ceremony attended by Oregon
Gov. Kate Brown, California Gov.
Jerry Brown, federal officials, tribal
leaders, conservation groups, large-
scale water users and dam-owner
PacifiCorp.

“This is a huge exercise of
humankind fixing some of the
mistakes of the past,” Jerry Brown
said.

The agreements include
promises to keep working on a
six-year-old settlement process that
went dormant when Congress failed
to approve it last year. In addition

Will Houston/The Times-Standard via AP
U.S. Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell speaks to a crowd of
over 200 people at the mouth of the Klamath River before sign-
ing a new dam removal agreement Wednesday in Klamath, Calif.

to removing dams, an initial settle-
ment would have restored tribal
lands and provided more water for
farmers and ranchers.

By removing the dams without
congressional ~ approval  and
providing price assurances to
farmers, backers hope to make
the larger deal more palatable for
Congress.

Funding for the $450 million
project would come from Pacifi-
Corp customers in California and
Oregon, along with a water bond
approved by California voters in
2014.

Not everyone is celebrating.
Dam removal is a major improve-
ment, but the guarantees for farmers
and ranchers don’t belong in the
agreement, said Jim McCarthy
of the conservation group Water-
Watch.

The PacifiCorp utility has
supported a dam-removal agree-
ment because it offers the company

liability protections and caps the
costs to its customers.

Several studies have shown
that dam upgrades likely to be
required would significantly reduce
electricity generation and would
cost millions of dollars more than
dam removal and replacement of
hydropower with other sources.

The company will transfer
ownership of four Klamath River
dams to a nonprofit corporation
recently created in California,
which will petition the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission
for approval to tear them down
beginning in 2020. Two others will
be transferred to the U.S. Bureau of
Reclamation, which will continue
operating them without raising
prices for farmers and ranchers who
irrigate their fields.

One of the tribes already has
obtained senior water rights through
the courts, limiting water available
for farmers and ranchers, and the
others could pursue that process.
Klamath Basin agriculture is valued
at about $670 million annually.

Scott White, head of the Klamath
Water Users Association, said the
agricultural interests he represents
had no stake in the dam removal but
he hopes the efforts to boost water
rights don’t get lost.

“The Klamath River is a precious
resource,” White said. “There is
much left to be done to preserve the
interests of the communities that it
serves.”

Klamath Tribes Chairman Don
Gentry said the c’iyaal’s, which
means salmon, were placed in the
river by the creator and have been
essential in sustaining the tribes.

“We won’t be whole, and we
won’t be complete as a people
until we can once again fish for our
c’iyaal’s,” Gentry said.

Whitman College to drop Missionary mascot

By ALFRED DIAZ
Walla Walla Union Bulletin

Whitman  College officials
have dropped Missionary as their
official mascot and are working on
deciding a new name.

College officials announced
the move Wednesday and cited a
survey of more than 18,000 alumni
and current students, of which
62 percent said they did not think
Missionary was an appropriate
mascot for Whitman today.

Another 29 percent believed
it was an appropriate name and 9
percent had no opinion.

According to the survey

conducted in February, 78 percent
of both faculty and students
believed that the mascot name of
Missionary is inappropriate.

In two statements released
Wednesday, college officials also
noted that some faculty objected to
dropping Missionary as mascot.

“Some  alumni  expressed
concern that a change of mascot
will result in a loss of history for
the college,” media and public rela-
tions manager Gina Ohnstad said.

Whitman College was named
after Marcus and Narcissa
Whitman, early pioneers in the
Walla Walla Valley who started a
mission to teach members of local

Indians tribes and as a way station
for arriving white settlers.

A Mascot Working Group study
report stated opponents considered
the Missionary name to be “divisive
and doesn’t represent Whitman’s
commitment to inclusion.”

Earlier this year, the campus
newspaper, The Pioneer, said it
will change its name because it
reflects the “racism” of settlers
who warred with local tribes and
took their ancestral lands. The new
name for the paper is also to be
decided this fall.

To determine a new campus
mascot, a working group of faculty,
staff, students and alumni will

be created and compile a list of
prospective official mascots. The
entire college community will vote
on the new name in the fall of2016.

Themove for the change started in
the fall of 2015, when new Whitman
College President Kathleen Murray
assembled a working group of
students, faculty, staff, alumni
and governing board members to
consider the mascot name.

The Mascot Working Group
developed and distributed the
survey.

After the survey, the group unan-
imously decided that Missionary
was not appropriate for Whitman
College.

Oregon considers
renewing wildfire

Insurance

SALEM (AP) Oregon
is considering another year of
insurance coverage to help pay for
catastrophic wildfire seasons.

British insurance giant Lloyd’s
of London is offering the state
another year of coverage despite
three consecutive years of expen-
sive, drought-fueled wildfires.
The policy could protect the state
from financial problems if 2016
is another expensive year for fire-
fighting, reported The Bulletin.

“We think that a policy makes
good financial sense for Oregon,
(and) we ought to keep purchasing
it. That’s what our recommen-
dation is,” said Tim Keith on
Tuesday. He administers the state’s
forest protection fund.

The policy would also be avail-
able to private landowners.

Oregon fire officials and
landowners would share the $3.5
million premium and up to $50
million deductible before Lloyd’s
contributes up to $25 million. The
premium is down $300,000 from
last year.

Last year, the state nearly lost
its coverage for the first time in
four decades after maxing out
its policy in 2013 and 2014. Last
year, Oregon’s fire season was bad
enough to trigger federal reim-
bursements that covered the cost
for most severe fires.

Oregon still needs to pay off
$10 million in fire costs from last
season.

State lawmakers have expressed
interest in creating a fund for fire-
fighting and finding money for it. It
could hold as much as $60 million.

Sen. Bill Hansell, a Republican
from Athena, says he’d sponsor a
bill proposing such a trust fund,
but he wants to see if there’s a way
to protect the fund from being used
on other programs when money is
tight.

“A trust fund, I can support that.
I would. And I would be happy to
introduce it,” Hansell said, adding,
“I would want protections on it so
that it couldn’t be robbed.”

Corrections

A cop log entry in the April 2-3
East Oregonian was incorrect. The
7:22 p.m. entry should have noted
that a violin student at Pendleton
High School was hit but is not
bruised. The East Oregonian works
hard to be accurate and sincerely
regrets any errors. If you notice a
mistake in the paper, please call
541-966-0818.
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