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Pro Golf

Now a favorite, Day once thought of quitting at Masters

By PAUL NEWBERRY
Associated Press

AUGUSTA, Ga. — Jason
Day was lurking just outside
Augusta National Golf Club,
wondering if he wanted to go
in.

The game just wasn’t fun
anymore.

Even though he was set
to play in his first Masters in
2011, Day thought it might be
time to do something else.

“Golf is a very, very frus-
trating game,” Day recalled.

Whether he was really
serious about quitting, no
one will ever really know.
Certainly, it’s not a consider-
ation these days.

As the 28-year-old Aussie
prepares to tee off in the
Masters for the sixth time
Thursday, he’s ranked No. 1
in the world and coming off
his first major championship,
one of the favorites along with
defending champion Jordan
Spieth and four-time major
winner Rory Mcllroy.

“I feel comfortable around
this course,” Day said. “I know
it sets up well for me. It’s a golf
course where | can compete
and play well and win.”

Working against Day: the
last top-ranked player to win
at Augusta was Tiger Woods
in 2002.

Indeed, this might be the
most wide-open Masters since
the pre-Tiger days.

Spieth captured the first
two majors of 2015 and nearly
won the other two. Mcllroy is
missing only the Masters from
a career Grand Slam. Day and
2013 Masters champion Adam
Scottare both two-time winners
on the PGA Tour this year. Two
other Masters champs, Bubba
Watson and Charl Schwartzel,
also have victories in 2016.
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Jason Day, of Australia, hits out of a bunker on the sixth hole during the par three
competition at the Masters golf tournament Wednesday, April 6, 2016, in Augusta, Ga.

So does rising Japanese star
Hideki Matsuyama, and let’s
not forget Phil Mickelson, a
three-time Masters winner and
hardly ready to fade away at
age 45.

“There’s a lot of guys who
have a lot of success here that
really brought some strong
finishes and motivation and
some momentum into this
week,” said Spieth, who tied
for second in his Masters debut
in 2014 before cruising to
victory with an 18-under score
a year ago. “I know that the
people who are down maybe
a few — three, four, five shots
after the first couple of rounds
— are capable of making up a
lot of ground here.”

Coming off one of the
greatest years in golf history,

Spieth isn’t even rated the
favorite.

That would be Day.

“He can be the favorite,”
Spieth said with a shrug.
“We’ll go ahead and just do
our thing.”

Day hardly felt like the
man to beat before the Masters
five years ago.

In fact, he had totally lost
his love for the game.

“You have to perform,
because if you don’t perform,
then you’re off the tour,” Day
said. “Then you start stressing
about, ‘OK, is there enough
money up to get my card for
next year.” And then you start
losing a little bit of confidence.
Then you start getting frus-
trated out there, and then you
don’t practice because you’re

frustrated with how you’re
playing, and it’s a downward
spiral from there.”

Right before the Masters, it
almost came to a head during a
meeting with his wife, his agent
and his sports psychologist.

“I'm like, ‘I just do not like
the game right now. I'm just
having a very, very hard time
picking up the golf club to even
just enjoy myself out there,”
Day said. “But we came to the
conclusion of just going and
saying, “This might be my last
Masters ever playing, I may as
well enjoy it.”

“So,” he added, with a
smile, “I went out there and
finished second.”

So much for
another line of work.

Day followed up with

finding

a third-place showing in
2013. Now, having romped
to victory at last year’s PGA
Championship, he’s rounded
out golf’s new Big Three with
Mcllroy and Spieth.

Mcllroy, who looked to be
in a league of his own just two
summers ago, is now chasing
the others.

That, of course, is a bit
annoying for the 26-year-old
from Northern Ireland.

“I’d be lying if I said those
two guys having success
doesn’t motivate me,” Mcllroy
said. “I don’t want to be left
behind. 1 want to be part of
that conversation. I’'m clinging
on at the moment. A few wins
will change that.”

He’s not lacking for confi-
dence at Augusta National, a
place where he took a four-
stroke lead to the final round in
2011 only to throw it all away
with a closing 80. He’s finished
in the top 10 the last two years
but hasn’t really been a serious
contender, leaving the Masters
as the only major absent from
his resume.

“This is one I wish I had
caught earlier,”  Mcllroy,
showing the impatience of
youth. “You would think that
this is a golf course that I can
definitely win on. I know that.
I just haven’t quite been able
to get myself over the hurdle.”

Only five players have
captured the modern version
of the Grand Slam.

Mcllroy is eager to join the
exclusive club — the sooner,
the better.

“T feel like I’ve got every-
thing I need to become a
Masters champion,” he said.
“But I think each and every
year that passes that I don’t, it
will become increasingly more
difficult. So there’s no time
like the present to get it done.”

Watson
prepares
for final
round at
Augusta

By JIM LITKE
Associated Press

Tom Watson’s to-do list
at the Masters has changed
plenty over four decades,
but it usually ended with
the same goal: a major

championship.
On the eve of his last
competitive  go-round  at

Augusta  National,  the
66-year-old, two-time winner
finally acknowledged a much
more modest plan.

“This is a lot like when
I first joined the tour,”
Watson said, “in that all ’'m
trying to do is make the cut.

“That’s not enough,” he
added a moment later, “so
it’s time to say, ‘Adios.”

Watson concedes he
doesn’t have the length for
Augusta, even though he
was competitive enough on
the hard links courses across
the Atlantic to contend for a
British Open title in 2009.

But he said his good-
byes to the galleries at St.
Andrews last and while he
plans to return to Augusta for
the Champions Dinner, and
could likely be convinced
to join Nicklaus and Gary
Player for the ceremonial
starters’ tee shots, this will
be his last tour as a member
of the field.

Watson opened with a
71 last year, but followed
it with an 81 and failed to
unseat Tommy Aaron, who
was 63 in 2000, as the oldest
player to make the cut.

Local Slate
PREP BASEBALL

Today

Pendleton at La Grande, 4 p.m.

Friday

Hermiston at Parkrose, 4 p.m.

Saturday

Weston-McEwen vs. Dufur (DH), 11 a.m.
Mac-Hi vs. Ontario (DH), Noon

Stanfield vs. Burns (DH), 2 p.m.

Umatilla at Vale (DH), 2 p.m.

Pilot Rock vs. Sherman, 4 p.m.

PREP SOFTBALL

Today

Pendleton at La Grande, 4 p.m.

Friday

Echo vs. Burns, 2 p.m.

Saturday

Heppner at Echo, 11 a.m.

Mac-Hi vs. Ontario (DH), Noon

Umatilla at Vale (DH), Noon

Weston-McEwen at Riverside (DH), 1
p.m.

PREPTRACK & FIELD

Friday

Pendleton, Mac-Hi, Pilot Rock,
Weston-McEwen, Irrigon, lone, Echo,
Stanfield at Umatilla, Noon

Saturday

Hermiston, Pendleton at Oregon City,
10 a.m.

Weston-McEwen, Pilot Rock, Heppner,
Helix, Echo at Stanfield Invite, 11 a.m.

lone at Burns, Noon

PREP GOLF
Friday
Heppner at John Day GC, 11 a.m.

PREPTENNIS
Today
Umatilla at Riverside, 4 p.m.
Weston-McEwen vs. Helix, 4 p.m.
Friday
Helix at Riverside, 4 p.m.
lone at Mac-Hi, 4 p.m.
Stanfield at Sherman, 2 p.m.

PREP LACROSSE
Friday
Hermiston vs. Lincoln, 5:30 p.m.

COLLEGE BASEBALL
Saturday

Blue Mountain at Columbia Basin (DH),
Tp.m.

COLLEGE SOFTBALL

Friday

Eastern Oregon at Carroll (DH), 2/4 p.m.

Saturday

Eastern Oregon at Great Falls (DH), 11
a.m./1 p.m.

Wenatchee Valley at Blue Mountain (DH),
2/4 p.m.

Sunday

Yakima Valley at Blue Mountain (DH),
Noon/2 p.m.

Basketball
NBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division
L Pct GB
y-Toronto 52 25 .675 —
x-Boston 46 32 590 6%
New York 31 48 392 22
Brooklyn 21 57 .269 31"
Philadelphia 10 68 .128 427
Southeast Division
L Pct GB
x-Atlanta 46 32 590 —
x-Miami 45 32 .584 %
x-Charlotte 45 33 .577 1
Washington 38 40 .487 8
Orlando 33 45 .423 13
Central Division
W L Pct GB
y-Cleveland 56 23.709 —
Indiana 42 36 .538 13%
Detroit 42 37 532 14
Chicago 39 39 .500 16%
Milwaukee 32 46 .410 23%
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division
L Pct GB
y-San Antonio 65 12 .844 —
Memphis 42 36 .538 2312
Dallas 40 38 .513 25%
Houston 38 40 .487 27"

New Orleans 29 49 372 36%
Northwest Division
w

L Pct GB
y-Oklahoma City 54 25 .684 —
x-Portland 43 37 538 172
Utah 39 39 .500 14%
Denver 32 47 406 22
Minnesota 26 52 .333 27"
Pacific Division

L Pct GB

ace class

Lost & Found 5

y-Golden State 69 9 .885 —
x-L.A. Clippers 50 28 .641 19
Sacramento 31 47 .397 38
Phoenix 20 58.256 49
L.A. Lakers 16 62 .205 53

x-clinched playoff spot
y-clinched division

Wednesday’s Games

Indiana 123, Cleveland 109
Detroit 108, Orlando 104
Washington 121, Brooklyn 103
Boston 104, New Orleans 97
Charlotte 111, New York 97

Dallas 88, Houston 86

Portland 120, Oklahoma City 115
L.A. Clippers 91, L.A. Lakers 81
Today’s Games

Phoenix at Houston, 5 p.m.
Chicago at Miami, 5 p.m.

Toronto at Atlanta, 5 p.m.
Minnesota at Sacramento, 7 p.m.
San Antonio at Golden State, 7:30 p.m.

Hockey

NHL
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division
GP W L OTPts GF GA
y-Florida 80 46 25 9101233198

x-Tampa Bay80 45 30 5 95221194
Detroit 80 41 28 11 93207216
Boston 80 41 30 9 91234222
Ottawa 80 36 35 9 81227245
Buffalo 80 34 35 11 79196215
Montreal 80 36 38 6 78212232

Toronto 80 28 41
Metropolitan Division

L OT Pts GF GA
z-Washington7955 17 7 117 244186
x-Pittsburgh 80 47 25 8102 240197

11 67 193238

xN.Y. Rangers8045 26 9 99 232 211
xN.Y. Islanders7944 26 9 97 223206
Philadelphia 79 39 27 13 91 203 211
Carolina 80 35 29 16 86 194217
New Jersey 80 37 35 8 82 177203
Columbus 80 32 40 8 72210247
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division

GP W L OTPts GFGA
x-Dallas 80 48 23 9105260226
x-St. Louis 80 48 23 9105221195
x-Chicago 80 47 26 7101 230202

x-Nashville 80 40 26
x-Minnesota 81 38 32

14 94 223210
11 87 215204

Colorado 80 39 37
Winnipeg 80 33 39
Pacific Division

GP W L
x-Anaheim 79 44 24

4 82 211231
8 74206232

OT Pts GF GA
11 99 210187

x-Los Angeles8047 28 5 99 220190
x-SanJose 80 45 29 6 96 236205
Arizona 80 35 38 7 77207241
Calgary 80 33 40 7 73222256
Vancouver 80 30 37 13 73184233
Edmonton 81 31 43 7 69200241

NOTE: Two points for a win, one point for
overtime loss.

x-clinched playoff spot

y-clinched division

z-clinched conference

Wednesday's Games

Columbus 5, Toronto 1

Edmonton 6, Vancouver 2

Detroit 3, Philadelphia 0

Today’s Games

Detroit at Boston, 4 p.m.

Tampa Bay at New Jersey, 4 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at N.Y. Rangers, 4 p.m.
Toronto at Philadelphia, 4 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Washington, 4 p.m.
Montreal at Carolina, 4 p.m.

Florida at Ottawa, 4:30 p.m.
Arizona at Nashville, 5 p.m.

St. Louis at Chicago, 5:30 p.m.
Colorado at Dallas, 5:30 p.m.
Vancouver at Calgary, 6 p.m.
Anaheim at Los Angeles, 7:30 p.m.
Winnipeg at San Jose, 7:30 p.m.

Baseball

MLB
AMERICAN LEAGUE
East Division

W L Pct GB

Baltimore 2 01.000 —
Tampa Bay 2 2 .500 1
Toronto 2 2 .500 1
Boston 1 1.500 1
New York 1 1.500 1
Central Division

W L Pct GB
Detroit 2 01000 —
Chicago 2 1.667 %
Cleveland 1 1.500 1
Kansas City 1 1.500 1
Minnesota 0 2.000 2
West Division

W L Pct GB

Seattle 2 1.667 —
Houston 1 1.500 %
Oakland 1 2.333 1
Texas 1 2 .333 1
Los Angeles 0 2 .000 1%
NATIONAL LEAGUE
East Division

W L Pct GB
Washington 2 01.000 —
New York 1 1.500 1
Atlanta 0 2.000 2
Miami 0 2.000 2
Philadelphia 0 2.000 2
Central Division

W L Pct GB
Pittsburgh 3 01.000 —
Chicago 2 01.000 %
Cincinnati 2 01000 %
Milwaukee 1 2.333 2
St. Louis 0 3.000 3
West Division

W L Pct GB
Los Angeles 3 01000 —
Colorado 2 1.667 1
San Francisco 2 1.667 1
Arizona 1 2 .333 2
San Diego 0 3.000 3

AMERICAN LEAGUE

Wednesday’s Games

Tampa Bay 5, Toronto 3

Seattle 9, Texas 5

Detroit 7 Miami 3

Cleveland 7, Boston 6

N.Y. Yankees 16, Houston 6

Baltimore 4, Minnesota 2

Oakland 2, Chicago White Sox 1

Today’s Games

Chicago White Sox (Latos 0-0) at Oakland
(Graveman 0-0), 12:35 p.m.

Houston (Fiers 0-0) at N.Y. Yankees (Eoval-
di 0-0), 1:05 p.m.

Boston (Kelly 0-0) at Cleveland (Salazar
0-0), 3:10 p.m.

Minnesota (Hughes 0-0) at Baltimore
(Jimenez 0-0), 4:05 p.m.

Texas (Holland 0-0) at L.A. Angels (Santia-
go 0-0), 7:05 p.m.

NATIONAL LEAGUE
Wednesday’s Games
Milwaukee 4, San Francisco 3
Colorado 4, Arizona 3

Detroit 7 Miami 3

Pittsburgh 5, St. Louis 1
Cincinnati 3, Philadelphia 2

"MARKETPLACE

ied ads online at www.eastoregonmarketplace.com or call 54

Washington 3, Atlanta 1

L.A. Dodgers 7, San Diego 0

Today’s Games

Philadelphia (Morton 0-0) at Cincinnati
(Stephenson 0-0), 9:35 a.m.

Miami (Conley 0-0) at Washington (Roark
0-0), 1:05 p.m.

L.A. Dodgers (A.Wood 0-0) at San Francis-
co (Peavy 0-0), 1:35 p.m.

Chicago Cubs (Lackey 0-0) at Arizona
(R.De La Rosa 0-0), 6:40 p.m.

Soccer

MLS

EASTERN CONFERENCE
w T Pts GF GA

2 8 4

-

Orlando City 2 0 8
Montreal 2 2 0 6 6 5
Philadelphia 2 2 0 6 5 4
New England 1 1 3 6 5 7
NYCityFC 1 1 2 65 7 7
Chicago 11 2 5 5 5
TorontoFC 1 2 1 4 4 4
New York 13 0 3 4 9
D.C.United 0 2 3 3 3 9
Columbus 0 2 2 2 3 b
WESTERN CONFERENCE

W L T Pts GF GA
FC Dallas 31 1 10 8 6
Sporting K.C. 3 1 0 9 5 3
Real SaltLake2 0 2 8 8 6
Los Angeles 2 1 1 7 7 3
Colorado 2 1 17 3 2
Vancouver 2 2 1 7 6 6
San Jose 2 1 1 7 5 5
Houston 12 1 41 8
Portland 12 1 4 6 9
Seattle 13 0 3 8 5

NOTE: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Friday’s Games

Orlando City at Philadelphia, 4 p.m.
Saturday’s Games

Toronto FC at New England, 1 p.m.
Columbus at Montreal, 1 p.m.
Vancouver at D.C. United, 2:30 p.m.
Sporting Kansas City at New York, 4 p.m.
San Jose at FC Dallas, 6 p.m.
Colorado at Real Salt Lake, 6:30 p.m.
Sunday’s Games

Seattle at Houston, 1 p.m.

Chicago at New York City FC, 4 p.m.
Portland at Los Angeles, 6:30 p.m.

Special Notices 10

Special Notices 10

LOST
Blonde shorthair
Chihuahua mix.

Alergic to dog food.
Lost 4/2/16 at
Hermiston Walmart.
Reward.
360-281-9551

LOST NECKLACE
Very Sentimental
Heart shape pendant with Mother
of Pearl center.

Lost Friday April 1st around
Hermiston
Please-Call-with-Information
(541)571-4150

You Can Find
Your Dream

Home

Check out our
Real Estate listings
in Classified!

1-800-962-2819

CLASSIFIED LINE AD
DEADLINES

Edition:

East Oregonian

Tuesday
3pm Monday

Wednesday
3pm Tuesday

Thursday
3pm Wednesday

Friday
3pm Thursday

Saturday
3pm Friday

Hermiston Herald
Wednesday
3pm Monday

Call Chris

541-278-2678

classifieds@
eastoregonian.com

View all
state wide legal
notices online at

www.public
noticeads.com/

Travel 12

Pendleton
ARE YOU ready for your trip to
Australia? Now taking bookings

for escorted group tour in
October - Individual bookings
also
provided.Kjcbaird@gmail.com
TURN HERE REALTY &
TRAVEL

(541) 377-6855

Pendleton

TURN HERE for the Trip of a
lifetime! Group Escorted tours to
Australia. Call 541-377-6855.
Reliable ladies travel companion
for safe organized bookings and
travel. Kjcbaird@gmail.com

TURN HERE REALTY &
TRAVEL
(541) 377-6855

Personals 20

Homes for Sale,

Homes for Sale,

Homes for Sale,

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act which makes it illegal
to advertise any preference,
limitation, or discrimination based
on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status, or national
origin, or an intention to make any
such preference, limitation, or
discrimination."  Familial  status
includes children under the age of
18 living with parents or legal
custodians, pregnant women, and
people securing custody of children
under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the
law. Our readers are hereby
informed  that  all dwellings
advertised in this newspaper are
available on an equal opportunity
basis. To complain of discrimination,
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. The toll-free telephone
number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

PLEASE CHECK
YOUR AD ON THE
FIRST DAY OF
PUBLICATION.

While we are happy to make any
necessary correction, we cannot
be responsible for errors appearing

for multiple days. Thank you!

Email or Call Chris @
classifieds@
eastoregonian.
com
541-278-2678
to place your
classified ad!!

FOR SALE
3 Bed/1.5 Bath
2022 Sq ft, Fully Updated and
Move in Ready!
Open House on Sunday 4/3
11am-2pm
1255 NW Horn Ave, Pendleton
Call Kathryn
541-310-9393

4 bedrooms, 3 bath located near
new hospital, lab, school &
restaurants. Hardwood floors,
dining area, large carpeted family
room addition. Newer roof, AC
etc. Covered patio, fenced yard.
MLS#15032837 CALL:MARGE
LAPP
Pendleton
Southgate Realty
(541) 276-1957

EASTERN OREGON

REAL ESTATE

& HOMFRINIRERS GLINg

Over
1200
Homes

for Sale

www.east
oregonreal
estate.com

Pendleton

$118,500 - CUTE HOME with 3
bedroom, 1 bath, new counter
tops, newer lighting in living
room. Lots of upgrades in this

cuties! Large fenced lot. CALL
CATHY (541) 215-0108.
RMLS#15616993
Garton &
Associates

(541) 276-0931

‘Pendleton 100 ‘Pendleton 100 ‘Pendleton 100
EQUAL Pendleton Pendleton
HOUSING $177,900 - GREAT LOCATION!! $119,900 - NEWER 3 bedroom,

2 bath in semi-private setting.
Relax on your deck enjoying
beautiful flowering gardens and
hilly views. Build a shop on
adjacent lot. Call Matt Vogler,
MLS: 1545046

John J. Howard & Associates

541-377-9470

Pendleton

$124,900 - Updated and Move in
Ready! Newer Kitchen, Stainless
Steel appliances, hardwood
floors, Custom Bathroom, Energy
Efficient, Newer roof, windows,
Double Garage. Fenced Yard.
Call Matt Vogler, 541-377-9470
RMLS# 15030752

John J. Howard & Associates

541-377-9470

Pendleton
$129,500 - 2 Bedroom in
Sherwood area. Central Heat
and Air. Excellent condition. 2
Garages. Lots of Parking. Big
Fenced Yard. Exceptional
property. RMLS# 15352178
Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty
(541-379-8690)

Reach the buyer

ou're looking for
with a low cost, effec-

tive classified ad.




