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Dear Abby: I am a childless 
stepmom with an enormous desire 
to be a mother. My husband has two 
kids and I love them, but he doesn’t 
understand the emptiness I feel inside 
knowing I’ll never have that biological 
bond of unconditional love with his 
kids. 

I deal with anxiety and sometimes 
become easily frustrated when the 
kids stay with us. My husband thinks 
it’s because the kids are “invading my 
space.” I try to tell him it has more 
to do with the fact that I have this dream of 
being a whole family, but just as we get into a 
routine, the kids go back to their mom and we 
must start all over again. 

We have talked about trying to have a baby 
together, but my husband is skeptical. He 
thinks it would cause a bigger rift in my rela-
tionship with his kids, but I think it would give 
me something to share with the kids, as well as 
give me the biological bond of unconditional 
love I want so deeply. 

Do you think a new addition to a blended 
family would cause more problems than it 
would solve? — Needs To Be A Mom

Dear Needs: I de ne a “blended family” as 
one that encompasses “yours, mine and ours.” 
What you have is a situation in which you want 
a child of your own, and your husband is afraid 
that if you have one, it will distract you from 
trying to get along better with HIS kids. What 
I think is that you and your husband should 
resolve this with a licensed marriage counselor 
to help you mediate this major difference in 
your perspectives — if that’s possible.

Dear Abby: I am 55 and have never lived 
by myself. I married at 19, moving from my 

parents’ house to live with my husband.
We divorced a few years later, and I
raised my two kids alone. They are in
their 30s now. I did remarry and we
were together for 23 years before I

led for divorce. 
At the beginning of my separation,

I moved in with my daughter and 
grandson, which bene ted us both 

nancially. I’m nancially stable now,
and so is my daughter. I’m ready to 
move out on my own, but my daughter
says that’s not fair because she wants

to nish college and needs my help to get her 
through this. I’m proud that she works and
goes to college full time. 

My sister says I should stay because if I 
leave, my kids may resent me. It’s a hard deci-
sion for me, because I want my independence
and my own life. I have been a caretaker for
as long as I can remember. I want to be MY
caretaker now — solo. 

Am I wrong to want this? Should I stick 
around another three years until my daughter
is nished with college? Am I sel sh to want 
my own life? — Wants My Own Life

Dear Wants: You wrote that you and your
daughter are both nancially stable at this 
point. Does she need you to be her resident
baby sitter? 

At 55, if you want your freedom, and it 
wouldn’t cause a nancial burden on your 
daughter, you should have the freedom to live
the life you want. If, after the move, you would 
like to contribute child care on an as-needed
basis, it would be a loving thing to do. But to
maintain the status quo out of fear that you will
be resented if you leave strikes me as a poor
reason for staying.

Stepmom loves husband’s kids,
but wants to be a mom herself

100 Years Ago
From the East Oregonian

April 2-3, 1916
A group of Pendleton high school boys 

fared forth Saturday evening to play a prank 
at the expense of the Phoenix Club and fate 
managed their expedition in such a manner 
that they became the butt of their own prank. 
The Phoenix Club of young ladies went out to 
the James Thompson ranch to hold their initi-
ation. The boys, learning of the trip, secured 
an auto and followed, bent on mischief. They 
passed the Thompson ranch at full speed and 
soon returned with lights out. However, Jim 
Thompson and his two men, Bill Jones and 
Arie White were on the lookout. No sooner 
had they left their car than the three men 
seized it and steered it to a hiding place. Later 
they succeeded in capturing Tom Murphy, 
one of the boys, and made him a prisoner of 
war under heavy guard. The others succeeded 
in locating the auto and hurried back to town 
for reinforcements. They returned to the ranch 
about midnight to rescue their comrade, a 
venture in which they were unsuccessful. The 
girls carried on their initiation unmolested and 
Murphy was held until yesterday morning 
when he was permitted to return home.

50 Years Ago
From the East Oregonian

April 2-3, 1966
Charles Herbert Wood, 28, Athena Hotel 

resident, was lucky today to be alive and
uninjured but unlucky so far as his car was
concerned. About 1:45 a.m. Wood fell asleep
at the wheel, according to state police, and 
didn’t make the turn on Oregon-Washington
Highway 11 a mile south of Athena. The car 
took out three complete sections of guard rail
and was demolished, but Wood walked away 
from the smash-up, thoroughly awakened.

25 Years Ago
From the East Oregonian

April 2-3, 1991
Mary Pound is one of the few employees

of Northeast Oregon Regional Youth Center
who doesn’t have to worry about provoking 
the ire of the children, ages 12-17, detained
there. The reason? Pound is the facility’s
cook. “If anyone deserves special recognition 
it’s Mary. She’s called ‘Grandma’ by the 
teenagers — and that is an affectionate term, 
which says a lot about her,” said Harry Grant,
supervisor of residential programs for the
Umatilla County Juvenile Department, which
runs the center. Pound has cooked at the center
since it opened in 1975. Now she works three 
days a week. Sometimes 21 people are served
three meals a day, and there is always enough
for seconds for teens who clean their plates.

Today is the 93rd day of 
2016. There are 273 days left 
in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On April 2, 1917, 
President Woodrow Wilson 
asked Congress to declare 
war against Germany, 
saying, “The world must be 
made safe for democracy.” 
(Congress declared war four 
days later.)

On this date:
In 1792, Congress passed 

the Coinage Act, which 
authorized establishment of 
the U.S. Mint.

In 1800, Ludwig van 
Beethoven premiered his 
Symphony No. 1 in C Major, 
Op. 21, in Vienna.

In 1865, Confederate 
President Jefferson Davis 
and most of his Cabinet ed 
the Confederate capital of 
Richmond, Virginia, because 
of advancing Union forces.

In 1932, aviator Charles 
A. Lindbergh and John F. 
Condon went to a cemetery 
in The Bronx, New York, 
where Condon turned over 
$50,000 to a man in exchange 
for Lindbergh’s kidnapped 
son. (The child, who was not 
returned, was found dead the 
following month.)

In 1942, Glenn Miller 
and his orchestra recorded 
“American Patrol” at the 
RCA Victor studios in Holly-
wood.

In 1956, the soap operas 
“As the World Turns” 
and “The Edge of Night” 

premiered on CBS-TV.
In 1968, the science- c-

tion lm “2001: A Space 
Odyssey,” produced and
directed by Stanley Kubrick,
had its world premiere in
Washington, D.C.

In 1974, French President
Georges Pompidou, 62, died
in Paris.

In 2005, Pope John Paul II
died in his Vatican apartment
at age 84.

Today’s Birthdays:
Actress Rita Gam is 89. 
Actress Sharon Acker is 81.
Actress Penelope Keith is 76.
Singer Leon Russell is 74. 
Jazz musician Larry Coryell
is 73. Actress Linda Hunt is
71. Singer Emmylou Harris
is 69. Social critic and author
Camille Paglia is 69. Actress
Pamela Reed is 67. Rock 
musician Dave Robinson
(The Cars) is 63. Country 
singer Buddy Jewell is 55. 
Actor Christopher Meloni is
55. Singer Keren Woodward 
(Bananarama) is 55. Country 
singer Billy Dean is 54.
Actor Clark Gregg is 54.
Actress Jana Marie Hupp 
is 52. Rock musician Greg
Camp is 49. Rock musician
Tony Fredianelli (Third Eye
Blind) is 47. Actress Roselyn
Sanchez is 43. Country
singer Jill King is 41. Actor
Pedro Pascal is 41. Actor
Adam Rodriguez is 41. Actor
Jeremy Garrett is 40. Actor
Michael Fassbender is 39.
Actress Jaime Ray Newman 
is 38. Rock musician Jesse
Carmichael (Maroon 5) is 37.
Actress Bethany Joy Lenz is
35. Singer Lee Dewyze (TV:
“American Idol”) is 30. Actor
Jesse Plemons is 28.

Thought for Today:
“Living is a form of not being
sure, not knowing what next
or how. The moment you
know how, you begin to die
a little.” — Agnes de Mille,
American dancer-choreog-
rapher (1905-1993).
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