
Tuesday, March 29, 2016 East Oregonian Page 3BSPORTS

Men’s College Basketball

By STEVE MIMS
The Register-Guard

ANAHEIM, Callif. — 
Oregon never stopped to 
think about how suddenly 
the season could end, even 
as the Ducks won 11 straight 
games to capture a Pac-12 
Conference title, a tournament 
championship and dethroning 
Duke to reach the Elite Eight.

So when it stopped 

Buddy Hield three-pointers, 
the Ducks were overcome 
with emotions they didn’t 
expect.

“I never felt like this before 
in my life, never been this 
sad,” Oregon senior Dwayne 
Benjamin said. “I will never 
put on the Oregon uniform 
again, so that hurts the most.

“Not that we lost this game 
because we have lost before, 
but the hardest part is that I 
never get to call this team a 
team again.”

Second-seeded Oklahoma 
led wire-to-wire for an 80-68 
win over the top-seeded Ducks 
in the NCAA Tournament 

the Sooners in the Final Four 
while Oregon fell painfully 
short of that goal.

“Just a lot of hurt,” senior 
Elgin Cook said. “It hurts.”

For Benjamin and Cook, 
it was the last loss at Oregon 
while the rest of the scholar-
ship players could all possibly 
return next season.

“I’m not feeling anything 
right now, just worried about 

Elgin and Dwayne because 
I will never get to play with 
them again,” sophomore 
Jordan Bell said.

Oregon wasn’t experi-
encing the hurt of a last-
second loss or a stunning 
upset but instead the pain 
of not performing at its best 
on the biggest stage after a 
month spent peaking at the 
right time.

Oregon trailed by 18 
points at halftime and never 
got within single digits in 

season 31-7.
“We just dug ourselves 

too deep of a hole,” soph-
omore Casey Benson said. 
“We tried to chip away in the 
second half, but we could not 
get over that hump.

“We cut it to 11, but we 
couldn’t get it under 10. Give 
them credit, that is a great 
team that played well.”

Hield, the all-American 
senior, was everything Oregon 
feared with 37 points on 
13-for-20 shooting, including 
eight three-pointers.

“Elgin was tight on him 
on a few of those shots and 
he just put them up and hit 
them,” Oregon coach Dana 
Altman said. “I thought our 
activity was good. Elgin did 
a nice job, he just hit a couple 
nice shots and got going.”

Hield, who averages 25 
points per game, had 17 points 

5-of-6 three-pointers, and 
Oklahoma took a 48-30 lead.

“He did what he usually 
does,” freshman Tyler 
Dorsey said. “We couldn’t 

contain it. He was 5-of-6 
on threes and we let him do 
that. That’s his game and we 
couldn’t slow him down.”

Oregon’s biggest 

rebounding as Oklahoma had 
a 23-10 advantage including 
11 offensive rebounds that led 
to 15 second-chance points.

“We just weren’t aggres-
sive enough on the boards 
and it cost us the game,” 
Cook said.

Cook had 24 points 
to lead the Ducks, Chris 
Boucher added 14 points 
and 10 rebounds and Tyler 
Dorsey had 11.

Dillon Brooks, Oregon’s 
leading scorer this season, 

before fouling out.
Oregon trailed 17-13 when 

Jordan Bell made a free throw, 
but then Dante Buford scored 
consecutive baskets for Okla-
homa. Jordan Woodard hit 
back-to-back three-pointers 
and added three free throws to 
put the Sooners ahead 30-17.

Isaiah Cousins of Okla-
homa had a three-pointer, 
followed by a steal and dunk 
before adding another three-
pointer that gave Oklahoma 
its biggest lead at 45-26 late 

When Hield capped the 
half with a deep three-pointer, 
Oklahoma was ahead 48-30.

“Just a very disappointing 

just killed us on the boards. 
They were much quicker 
to the ball and much more 

active. Getting those second
opportunities for 15 points
really put us in a hole that we
could never recover from.”

Hield made three straight
jumpers in the second half and
then added a three-pointer to
push Oklahoma ahead 59-41.

Benjamin made a three-
pointer and Brooks fed Cook
for a dunk before Brooks
made a free throw that got the
Ducks within 61-47.

fans a reason to get loud when
Cook drove for a basket that
got the Ducks within 65-53
with 9:24 left to play.

Oklahoma scored on its 
next three possessions and
Hield added a three-pointer
that put the Sooners ahead
73-57 with 5:16 left to play.

“My teammates just found
me in open spots,” Hield
said. “Just catching the ball in

every shot I take.
“I knew coming in that I 

had to be aggressive for us
to win.”

For the Ducks, it was an 
emotional end for what will
be debated as the best team
in school history, a group that
set a record with 31 wins and

Oregon history.
“I’m proud of all the guys

who fought,” Benjamin said.
“At halftime, they said they

Elgin so to come out and play
so hard in the second half to
try and continue our career,
I’m just thankful.”

Oregon stunned by loss to Oklahoma
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Oregon guard Casey Benson reacts to their loss in the locker room after an NCAA 
college basketball game against Oklahoma in the regional finals of the NCAA Tour-
nament, Saturday, March 26, 2016, in Anaheim, Calif. 

By EDDIE PELLS
Associated Press

Nobody in the NBA was 
knocking down Ryan Arcidi-
acono’s door when his junior 
season ended a year ago. 
Buddy Hield — that was a 
different story. 

Arcidiacono stayed at 
Villanova because he had no 
other choice. Hield stayed at 
Oklahoma because he had 

The guards, who lead 
their respective teams in 
very different ways, are each 
closing out their senior year 
at the top of their sport — 
with a trip to the Final Four. 

“It’s four years of commit-
ment to Villanova and to a 
program,” Arcidiacono said, 
when asked to describe his 
emotions as he sprinted in 
circles after the Wildcats 
defeated Kansas. 

The Oklahoma-Villanova 

a pair of No. 2 seeds who 
knocked off the top seeds 
in their regions to earn their 
trips to Houston.

pit 10th-seeded Syracuse, 
only the fourth double-digit 
seed to make the Final Four, 
against North Carolina in an 
ACC rematch. The Tar Heels, 
who beat Notre Dame 88-74 
to become the only top seed 
to make the Final Four, have 
already beaten the Orange 
twice this season.

“It means a lot,” said 
senior Brice Johnson, the 
team’s leading scorer and 

Four will be the program’s 
record 19th. “It took us four 
years to do this, but we’re 

Syracuse, a bubble team 
that many people didn’t 
think belonged in the tour-

win in the Midwest Regional 
over top-seeded Virginia on 
a 29-8 run. 

“In my 40 years coaching 
basketball, I’ve never 
been prouder of a team,” 
said Syracuse coach Jim 
Boeheim, leading the Orange 

time. 

The Sooners are back 

Villanova is a rematch of 
Oklahoma’s 78-55 win in 
December in Hawaii. Okla-
homa wouldn’t have reached 
this point without Hield, who 
has debunked any notion that 
an NBA prospect has nothing 
to gain by staying at school. 

round pick had he left after 
last season, but has used Year 
4 with the Sooners to get 
better at pretty much every 
facet of offense — ball-han-
dling, footwork, creating 
shots and making them from 
longer range. He’s averaged 
25.4 points a game this 
season. In four tournament 

games, including his 37-point 
effort in the win over Oregon, 
he has averaged 29. 

That will pay off when 
the draft rolls around in 
June. Hield said the feeling 
he had last March, when the 
Sooners fell to Michigan 
State in the Sweet 16, is what 
brought him back.

“We had a bad taste in our 
mouth last spring, and we 
wanted to work hard,” Hield 
said. “As soon as we came 
back the next week, next day 
we were in the gym working 
out. Guys really wanted to 
get to this point.”

When it comes to short-
comings in March, though, 
nobody felt the pain more 
deeply than Arcidiacono and 
the Wildcats. 

Villanova was a top seed 
last year and a No. 2 the year 
before — and didn’t make 

either time. 
All worth it, said Arci-

diacono, who averages 12 
points and four assists and 
was a co-Big East Player of 
the Year last season.

A scrappy 6-foot-3 star at
Neshaminy High School in
Bucks County, Pennsylvania,
Arcidiacono grew up loving
the Wildcats. He remembers
watching Scottie Reynolds
take the pass just behind
midcourt and drive to the hoop
for the buzzer-beating basket
that sent Jay Wright’s team
to its last Final Four, in 2009.
Arcidiacono had no visions of
playing for Villanova, though. 

“At that point in my life,
I was just hoping to play
basketball for fun and maybe
get a scholarship,” he said.

He got the scholarship.
At Villanova, no less. Wright
was from the same area
and the two bonded. Now, 
a matchup looms — in
Houston, on college basket-
ball’s biggest stage, against
Hield, who is arguably its
most valuable player. 

“We went through the 
struggles,” Arcidiacono
said. “We lost to Columbia
our freshman year by 20 at 
home. We know what the
lows are. Now we’re getting
to see the highs.”

Hield, Arcidiacono took the long road to Final Four

AP Photo/John Flavell

Villanova guard Ryan Arcidiacono, left,  is embraced 
by fans after a regional final men’s college basketball 
game in the NCAA Tournament against Kansas, Sat-
urday, March 26, 2016, in Louisville, Ky. Villanova won 
64-59.

SCOREBOARD

Local slate
PREP BASEBALL

Today
Pendleton vs. La Grande, 4 p.m.
Umatilla vs. Sherman, 4 p.m.
Stanfield vs. Kennedy (at The Dalles), 

4:30 p.m.
Pilot Rock at Heppner, 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday
Hermiston at La Salle Prep, 4:30 p.m.
Friday
Pilot Rock at Irrigon (DH), 11 a.m.
Umatilla at Stanfield (DH), 1 p.m.
Riverside at Elgin/Imbler (DH), 1 p.m.
Heppner at Weston-McEwen (DH), 2 p.m.
Hermiston vs. Rex Putnam (DH), 4 p.m.

PREP SOFTBALL
Today
Hermiston vs. Summit, 4 p.m.
Umatilla vs. Walla Walla, 4 p.m.
Pendleton vs. La Grande, 4:30 p.m.
Thursday
Umatilla vs. Heppner, 4:30 p.m.
Friday
Riverside at Elgin/Imbler, 1 p.m.
Weston-McEwen at Nyssa (DH), 1 p.m.
Heppner at Grant Union (DH), 1 p.m.
Umatilla at Echo (DH), 1 p.m.
Hermiston at Reynolds (DH), TBD
Saturday
Mac-Hi vs. Yamhill-Carlton, Noon
Mac-Hi vs. Banks, 2:30 p.m.

PREP TRACK & FIELD
Today
Hermiston at Hood River, 4 p.m.
Friday
Pendleton, Mac-Hi, Umatilla, Riverside, 

Pilot Rock, Weston-McEwen, Irrigon, Helix, 
Echo at Mac-Hi Carnival of Speed, Noon

Hermiston at Gresham, 4 p.m.
Saturday
Ione, Stanfield at Sherman, 11 a.m.

PREP GOLF
Today
Heppner at Pumpkin Ridge GC, Noon
Mac-Hi at Veterans Memorial GC, 2:30 

p.m.
Thursday
Mac-Hi at Walla Walla CC, 2:30 p.m.
Friday
Pendleton, Hermiston at Eagle Ridge 

GC, 8 a.m. 
Heppner at Pendleton CC, 9 a.m.
Mac-Hi at Milton-Freewater Municipal 

GC, Noon

PREP TENNIS
Today
Pendleton vs. Baker, 4 p.m.
Mac-Hi girls vs. The Dalles, 4 p.m.
Ione at Riverside, 4 p.m.
Weston-McEwen at Stanfield, 4 p.m.
Helix at Stanfield, 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday
Hermiston (girls) at Davis (WA), 3:30 p.m.
Thursday
Riverside at Umatilla, 4 p.m.
Helix vs. Weston-McEwen, 4 p.m.
Stanfield at Ione, 4:30 p.m.
Friday
Stanfield at Condon, 3 p.m.
Pendleton (boys) at Mac-Hi, 4 p.m.
Pendleton (girls) vs. Mac-Hi, 4 p.m.

Ione at Weston-McEwen, 4 p.m.

PREP LACROSSE
Saturday
Hermiston at Mt. Spokane (WA), 1 p.m.

COLLEGE BASEBALL
Wednesday
Wenatchee Valley at Blue Mountain (DH), 

1 p.m.
Saturday
Blue Mountain at Walla Walla (DH), 1 p.m.

COLLEGE SOFTBALL
Today
Blue Mountain at Walla Walla (DH), 2 p.m.
Friday
Blue Mountain at Columbia Basin (DH), 

2 p.m.
Saturday
Blue Mountain at Big Bend, 2 p.m.

Prep Scores
SOFTBALL

Saturday
Pilot Rock 2, North Douglas 0
Pilot Rock 14, Colton 0

Basketball
NCAA

Men’s Tournament
Regional Championships
Sunday
EAST: North Carolina 88, Notre Dame 74
MIDWEST: Syracuse 68, Virginia 62
Saturday
SOUTH: Villanova 64, Kansas 59
WEST: Oklahoma 80, Oregon 68
———
FINAL FOUR
At NRG Stadium
Houston
National Semifinals
Saturday, April 2
Villanova (33-5) vs. Oklahoma (29-7), 

3:09 p.m.
North Carolina (32-6) vs. Syracuse (23-13), 

5:49 p.m.
———
National Championship
Monday, April 4
Semifinal winners

NIT
Semifinals
At Madison Square Garden, New York
Today
Valparaiso (29-6) vs. BYU (26-10), 4 p.m.
George Washington (26-10) vs. San Diego 

State (28-9), 6:30 p.m.
———
Championship
Thursday, March 31
Semifinal winners, 4 p.m.

Women’s Tournament
BRIDGEPORT REGIONAL
Regional Semifinals
Saturday
UConn 98, Mississippi State 38
Texas 72, UCLA 64
Regional Championship
Monday
UConn 86, Texas 65
———

DALLAS REGIONAL
Regional Semifinals
Saturday
Baylor 78, Florida State 58
Oregon State 83, DePaul 71
Regional Championship
Monday
Oregon State 60, Baylor 57
———
SIOUX FALLS REGIONAL
Regional Championship
Sunday
Syracuse 89, Tennessee 67
———
LEXINGTON REGIONAL
Regional Championship
Sunday
Washington 85, Stanford 76
———
FINAL FOUR
At Indianapolis
National Semifinals
Sunday, April 3
UConn (36-0) vs. Oregon State (32-4), 

3 p.m.
Washington (26-10) vs. Syracuse (29-7), 

5:30 p.m.
———
National Championship
Tuesday, April 5
Semifinals winners, 5:30 p.m.

NBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division
 W L Pct GB
x-Toronto 49 24 .671 —
Boston 43 31 .581 6½
New York 30 45 .400 20
Brooklyn 21 52 .288 28
Philadelphia 9 65 .122 40½
Southeast Division
 W L Pct GB
Atlanta 45 30 .600 —
Miami 43 30 .589 1
Charlotte 42 31 .575 2
Washington 36 37 .493 8
Orlando 30 43 .411 14
Central Division
 W L Pct GB
y-Cleveland 52 21 .712 —
Indiana 39 34 .534 13
Detroit 39 35 .527 13½
Chicago 36 37 .493 16
Milwaukee 30 44 .405 22½
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division
 W L Pct GB
y-San Antonio 62 12 .838 —
Memphis 41 33 .554 21
Houston 36 38 .486 26
Dallas 36 38 .486 26
New Orleans 27 46 .370 34½
Northwest Division
 W L Pct GB
y-Oklahoma City 52 22 .703 —
Portland 39 36 .520 13½
Utah 37 37 .500 15
Denver 31 44 .413 21½
Minnesota 25 49 .338 27
Pacific Division
 W L Pct GB
y-Golden State 66 7 .904 —
x-L.A. Clippers 46 27 .630 20
Sacramento 29 45 .392 37½
Phoenix 20 54 .270 46½
L.A. Lakers 15 59 .203 51½

x-clinched playoff spot
y-clinched division
———
Sunday’s Games
L.A. Clippers 105, Denver 90
Sacramento 133, Dallas 111
Indiana 104, Houston 101
Golden State 117, Philadelphia 105
Washington 101, L.A. Lakers 88
Monday’s Games
Oklahoma City 119, Toronto 100
Miami 110, Brooklyn 99
Atlanta 102, Chicago 100
Minnesota 121, Phoenix 116
New Orleans 99, New York 91
San Antonio 101, Memphis 87
Dallas 97, Denver 88
Utah 123, L.A. Lakers 75
Portland 105, Sacramento 93
L.A. Clippers 114, Boston 90
Today’s Games
Chicago at Indiana, 3 p.m.
Charlotte at Philadelphia, 3 p.m.
Brooklyn at Orlando, 4 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Detroit, 4:30 p.m.
Houston at Cleveland, 5 p.m.
Washington at Golden State, 7:30 p.m.

Hockey
NHL

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Florida 75 42 24 9 93 216 184
Tampa Bay 76 44 27 5 93 214 182
Boston 76 40 28 8 88 222 207
Detroit 76 38 27 11 87 195 208
Ottawa 76 34 33 9 77 217 234
Montreal 76 34 36 6 74 201 221
Buffalo 76 31 35 10 72 181 205
Toronto 75 27 37 11 65 181 220
Metropolitan Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
z-Washington 75 54 16 5 113 236 175
N.Y. Rangers 76 43 24 9 95 219 199
Pittsburgh 75 42 25 8 92 214 186
N.Y. Islanders 74 40 25 9 89 208 192
Philadelphia 75 37 25 13 87 196 199
Carolina 76 33 28 15 81 186 206
New Jersey 76 36 32 8 80 171 193
Columbus 76 30 38 8 68 195 237
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
x-Dallas 76 45 22 9 99 247 218
x-St. Louis 76 45 22 9 99 203 185
x-Chicago 76 44 25 7 95 212 188
Nashville 76 39 24 13 91 213 194
Minnesota 76 37 28 11 85 206 189
Colorado 76 39 33 4 82 204 215
Winnipeg 76 31 38 7 69 194 223
Pacific Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
x-Los Angeles 76 45 26 5 95 208 180
x-Anaheim 75 42 23 10 94 196 178
San Jose 76 42 28 6 90 224 198
Arizona 76 34 35 7 75 199 226
Calgary 76 32 38 6 70 210 240
Vancouver 75 27 35 13 67 171 217
Edmonton 79 30 42 7 67 194 234

NOTE: Two points for a win, one point for 
overtime loss.

x-clinched playoff spot
———

Sunday’s Games
Carolina 3, New Jersey 2
Pittsburgh 3, N.Y. Rangers 2, OT
Chicago 3, Vancouver 2
Monday’s Games
Philadelphia 3, Winnipeg 2, OT
Washington 4, Columbus 1
Detroit 3, Buffalo 2
Tampa Bay 3, Toronto 0
Colorado 4, Nashville 3
Anaheim 2, Edmonton 1
Calgary 5, Arizona 2
San Jose 5, Los Angeles 2
Today’s Games
Boston at New Jersey, 4 p.m.
Carolina at N.Y. Islanders, 4 p.m.
Buffalo at Pittsburgh, 4 p.m.
Detroit at Montreal, 4:30 p.m.
Toronto at Florida, 4:30 p.m.
Chicago at Minnesota, 5 p.m.
Colorado at St. Louis, 5:30 p.m.
Nashville at Dallas, 5:30 p.m.
San Jose at Vancouver, 7 p.m.

Tennis
Miami Open

Monday’s Results
At The Tennis Center at Crandon Park
Key Biscayne, Fla.
Purse: Men, $6.13 million (Masters 1000); 

Women, $6.13 million (Premier)
Surface: Hard-Outdoor
Singles
Men
Third Round
Kei Nishikori (6), Japan, def. Alexandr 

Dolgopolov (27), Ukraine, 6-2, 6-2.
Andrey Kuznetsov, Russia, def. Adrian 

Mannarino, France, 2-6, 7-5, 6-0.
Roberto Bautista Agut (17), Spain, def. 

Jo-Wilfried Tsonga (9), France, 2-6, 6-3, 
7-6 (3).

Grigor Dimitrov (26), Bulgaria, def. Andy 
Murray (2), Britain, 6-7 (1), 6-4, 6-3.

Gael Monfils (16), France, def. Pablo 
Cuevas (23), Uruguay, 6-3, 6-4.

Nick Kyrgios (24), Australia, def. Tim 
Smyczek, United States, 6-4, 6-4.

Damir Dzumhur, Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
def. Mikhail Kukushkin, Kazakhstan, 4-6, 
6-1, 6-2.

Milos Raonic (12), Canada, def. Jack Sock 
(22), United States, 7-6 (3), 6-4.

Women
Fourth Round
Timea Bacsinszky (19), Switzerland, def. 

Agnieszka Radwanska (3), Poland, 2-6, 
6-4, 6-2.

Simona Halep (5), Romania, def. Heather 
Watson, Britain, 6-3, 6-3.

Svetlana Kuznetsova (15), Russia, def. 
Serena Williams (1), United States, 6-7 (3), 
6-1, 6-2.

Victoria Azarenka (13), Belarus, def. Gar-
bine Muguruza (4), Spain, 7-6 (6), 7-6 (4).

Ekaterina Makarova (30), Russia, def. 
Elina Svitolina (12), Ukraine, 6-1, 6-4.

Johanna Konta (24), Britain, def. Monica 
Niculescu (32), Romania, 6-2, 6-2.

Madison Keys (22), United States, def. 
Irina-Camelia Begu, Romania, 6-3, 6-1.

Doubles
Men
Second Round
Omar Jasika and John-Patrick Smith, 

Australia, def. David Marrero, Spain, and 

Benoit Paire, France, 6-3, 6-4.
Pierre-Hugues Herbert and Nicolas Mahut 

(5), France, def. Aisam-ul-Haq Qureshi, Pa-
kistan, and Gilles Simon, France, 6-2, 6-3.

Raven Klaasen, South Africa, and Rajeev 
Ram, United States, def. Marin Cilic and 
Marin Draganja, Croatia, 7-6 (10), 6-0.

Bob and Mike Bryan (4), United States, 
def. Roberto Bautista Agut, Spain, and 
Viktor Troicki, Serbia, walkover.

Women
Second Round
Bethanie Mattek-Sands, United States, 

and Lucie Safarova (3), Czech Republic, def. 
Daria Kasatkina and Elena Vesnina, Russia, 
6-2, 6-3.

Margarita Gasparyan, Russia, and Monica 
Niculescu, Romania, def. Martina Hingis, 
Switzerland, and Sania Mirza (1), India, 
6-4, 6-2.

Golf
Dell Match Play

At Austin Country Club
Austin, Texas
Yardage: 7,073; Par: 71
Sunday’s Results
Semifinals
(Seedings in parentheses)
Jason Day (2), Australia, def. Rory McIlroy 

(3), Northern Ireland, 1 up.
Louis Oosthuizen (16), South Africa, def. 

Rafa Cabrera Bello (52), Spain, 4 and 3.
Championship match
Jason Day (2), Australia, def. Louis Oost-

huizen (16), South Africa, 5 and 4.
Consolation match
Rafa Cabrera Bello (52), Spain, def. Rory 

McIlroy (3), Northern Ireland, 3 and 2.

Soccer
MLS

EASTERN CONFERENCE
 W L T Pts GF GA
Montreal 2 1 0 6 6 4
Philadelphia 2 1 0 6 5 3
Orlando City 1 0 2 5 4 3
New York FC 1 1 2 5 7 7
Toronto FC 1 1 1 4 4 3
New York 1 2 0 3 4 8
New England 0 1 3 3 4 7
Chicago 0 1 2 2 4 5
D.C. United 0 2 2 2 2 8
Columbus 0 2 1 1 2 4
WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L T Pts GF GA
Sporting KC 3 0 0 9 4 1
FC Dallas 3 1 0 9 7 5
Los Angeles 2 1 0 6 7 3
Vancouver 2 2 0 6 6 6
San Jose 2 1 0 6 4 4
R. Salt Lake 1 0 2 5 6 5
Houston 1 2 1 4 11 8
Portland 1 1 1 4 5 5
Colorado 1 1 1 4 2 2
Seattle 0 3 0 0 2 5

NOTE: Three points for victory, one point 
for tie.

———
Saturday’s Games
New York City FC 1, New England 1, tie
FC Dallas 3, D.C. United 0
Vancouver 1, Houston 0


