
Hood, Deschutes 
rivers open  for 
spring chinook

THE DALLES – The 
popular spring chinook 
 sheries on he Deschu es 

and Hood rivers will open 
his spring

Deschutes River
According o ason 

Seals  D   sh iologis  
anagers are predic ing 

over  adul  ha cher  
 sh will re urn o he 

Deschu es  which is well 
a ove anage en  goals o 
o ain ha cher  roods ock 
and o her anage en  
needs

 he run co es ack as 
predic ed  chinook sal on 
 shing on he Deschu es 

should e e cellen  he 
said

n recen  ears  as an  
as 10,000 anglers have 
par icipa ed in he  sher  
annuall

Here is a su ar  o  
he e porar  rules or he 

Deschu es iver adop ed  
ODFW:

Open for adipose 
 n clipped chinook fro  

a  1 hrough ul  1 fro  
he ou h of he Deschu es 

a  he  ridge ups rea  
o Sherars Falls

The ca ch li i  is one 
adul  adipose  n clipped 
sal on per da , and  ve 
adipose  n clipped ack 
sal on per da

All non adipose 
 n clipped chinook sal on 
us  e released unhar ed

 is unlawful o con inue 
o  sh fro  Sherars Falls 

downs rea  o he upper 
railroad res le af er aking a 
dail  ag li i  of one adul  
chinook sal on

Hood River
anagers are predic ing 

far fewer adul   sh 
re urning o he Hood 

iver a ou  0 ha cher  
 sh  

According o Seals, he 
Hood iver offers ano her 
good oppor uni  o ca ch 
a spring chinook fro  he 

ank u  in condi ions ha  
are uch less crowded han 
on he Deschu es

n addi ion, he re oval 
of owerdale Da  in he 
su er of 010 e panded 
he legal angling area and 

offers anglers considera l  
ore roo  o spread ou
Here is a su ar  of 

he e porar  rules for he 
Hood iver adop ed  
ODFW:

· Open for adipose 
 n clipped chinook fro  

April 1  hrough une 0 
fro  he ou h o ains e  
con  uence wi h he Eas  
Fork, and he Wes  Fork 
fro  he con  uence wi h 
he ains e  ups rea  
o he angling deadline 
00 fee  downs rea  of 
unch owl Falls

· The ca ch li i  is wo 
adul  adipose  n clipped 
sal on per da , and  ve 
adipose  n clipped ack 
sal on per da

All non adipose 
 n clipped chinook sal on 
us  e released unhar ed

Bighorn ruling 
could have 

Western grazing 
O SE A   A 

ruling  he h S  
ircui  our  of Appeals 

recogni ing a connec ion 
e ween ighorn sheep 

die offs and diseases 
rans i ed  do es ic 

sheep could have 
far reaching ra i  ca ions 
on federal grazing 
allo en s

The ruling earlier his 
on h  he hree udge 

panel agains  do es ic 
sheep producers upheld a 
lower cour  ruling in daho 
suppor ing a S  Fores  
Service decision o close 
sheep grazing allo en s o 
pro ec  ighorns

A lo  of people were 
looking a  his wai ing o 
see wha  he  did,  said 
Laurie ule of Advoca es 
for he Wes , no ing i s 
he  rs  i e a S  circui  

cour  has ruled on disease 
rans ission e ween he 

species
The ruling gives he 

Fores  Service legal acking 
o look a  o her areas in he 

Wes  where do es ic sheep 
grazing should e li i ed o 
pro ec  ighorns, she said, 
or for environ en al groups 

o r  o force he Fores  
Service o do i  if he re 
no  going o do i  on heir 
own

The Idaho Wool Growers 
Associa ion and o hers 
sued in 01 , con ending 
ha  he S  Fores  Service 

illegall  shu  down 0 
percen  of sheep grazing 
in he a e e a ional 
Fores  in wes cen ral Idaho 
ased on unproven disease 
rans ission e ween 

do es ic and ighorn sheep
u  a S  dis ric  

cour   and now a federal 
appeals cour   disagreed

There s ha  possi ili  
ha  i  could e used on 

o her fores s,  said S an 
o d, e ecu ive direc or 

of he Idaho Wool Growers 
Associa ion  He said he 
associa ion was considering 
i s ne  ove involving 
possi le legal ac ion

ris ine Lee, direc or 
of a ural esources for 
he S  Fores  Service s 

In er oun ain egion, said 
he agenc  alread  had a 

s ra eg  efore he ruling
or h A erica had a ou  

 illion ighorn sheep 
efore nu ers declined 

s ar ing in he la e 1 00s o 
a ou  10 percen  of ha , he 
circui  cour  decision said, 
wi h over hun ing, ha i a  
loss, food co pe i ion and 
disease rans ission fro  
do es ic sheep generall  
ci ed as reasons for decline
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SKI REPORT
Spout Springs
Tollgate, Ore.
CLOSED FOR SEASON

Anthony Lakes
North Powder, Ore.
New snow: Trace
Base depth: 80”
Conditions: Spring 
skiing, breezy

Ski Bluewood
Dayton, Wash.
New snow: None
Base depth: 85”
Conditions: 15” since 
Sunday, spring skiing 
on fresh snow

Ski Fergi
Joseph, Ore.
CLOSED

Mt. Hood Meadows 
Government Camp, Ore.
New snow: 2”
Base depth: 120”
Conditions: Groom is 
wind-affected packed 
powder. Off the groom 
is skier-packed powder 
and powder over frozen 
granular.

By JAMIE HALE
The Oregonian

AS ADE LO S  Win er 
can e a rick  season in he 

olu ia iver Gorge  High rain
fall leads o gushing wa erfalls, u  
i  also leads o cru ling ear h

Landslides and winds or s are 
no hing new in he Gorge, u  as 
our especiall  we  win er war s 
in o a drizzl  spring, fresh s or  
da age gree s hikers on so e of 
he os  popular rails in he Gorge, 

cu ing off or co plica ing access 
o wa erfalls and scenic vis as a  he 

region s es  season
We re us  seeing he effec s of 

his reall  we , we  soil,  e plained 
S an Hina su, recrea ion s aff 
of  cer for he olu ia iver 
Gorge Scenic Area  We re us  
 nall  ge ing he kind of wea her 

we haven  seen in a long i e
Trail closures are pos ed on he 

we si es of he olu ia iver 
Gorge Scenic Area and Oregon 
S a e arks which anages so e 
land in he area , as well as a  he 
railheads, u  here are all he known 

wea her rela ed rail closures in he 
Gorge, as of spring 01

Eagle Creek
The os  no a le da age ca e 

his pas  Dece er on he Eagle 
reek Trail, easil  he os  popular 

in he area, where a fallen ree ook 
ou  a ridge onl  wo iles in o he 
1 ile rail

The 0 foo long e al ridge 
will cos  ens of housands of dollars 
o replace, according o Hina su, 

and should e ou  for a  leas  a 
ear while he S  Fores  Service 

ga hers funds and coordina es he 
replace en  pro ec , which will 
re uire a helicop er o airlif  he old 
ridge ou  and he new ridge in

I s going o e a pre  e pen
sive ridge,  he said

The downed ridge locks off 
eas  access o wo of he hike s 

os  s unning wa erfalls  Tunnel 
Falls and Twis er Falls  hough 
hikers can s ill ge  o unch owl 
Falls and e lako Falls efore he 
closure

How long will it be out? 
The of  cial es i a e righ  now 

is a  leas  one ear, hough ha  
i efra e could ge  shor er or 

longer depending on how easil  he 
one  co es
Can you pass?
A lo  of hikers are crossing Tish 

reek via a akeshif  ridge ade 
of s all logs, u  he S  Fores  
Service encourages all hikers o 
urn around, as a 1 foo  wa erfall 

loo s us  enea h he ridge

Upper McCord Creek
The pper c ord reek 

Trail in ohn  eon S a e ark, 
which leads o he spec acular dual 
plunges of pper c ord reek 
Falls, is i passa le hanks o a 

a or landslide in a reacherous 
par  of he rail

While he rail is echnicall  
closed onl  a shor  wa  up, he 
onl  ig da age doesn  co e un il 
ou ge  up near he op, where he 
rail cu s undernea h overhanging 

rock, a pipe handrail e ween ou 
and a plunge down o Elowah Falls 
elow

The landslide happened ack 
in la e ove er, according o 

Oregon S a e arks, and effor s o 
clear i  up have een s ied  
wea her and schedule con  ic s ever 
since

I ve een elling people wo 

weeks, wo weeks, wo weeks,  u  
i s een si  or seven weeks now,  
e plained Glenn Li rell, Oregon 
S a e arks ranger supervisor for 
he Gorge

Wi h wea her clearing up for 
spring, crews should e a le o ge  
oge her and ge  ou  o he rail o 

clean i  up wi hin he ne  wo o 
four weeks, he said

How long will it be out?
Two o four weeks would pu  he

rail reopening in id o la e April
Can you pass?

o  Seriousl  assing would 
re uire cli ing up and over he 
landslide de ris a  he edge of a 
ver  all cliff  ha s dangerous 
in a nu er of wa s  So e people
have een doing i , Li rell said, 
u  i s highl  inadvisa le  Hike 
hrough a  our own risk

Columbia River 

Highway State Trail
The His oric olu ia iver 

Highwa  S a e Trail is popular 
a ong c clis s, runners and hikers,
u  par  of he rail will e rick  o

cross for he i e eing
A paved sec ion of he rail 

e ween he Eagle reek Fish 
Ha cher  and he uckel reek 

ridge is curren l  locked  a 
landslide ha  rough  dir , oulders
and several s all rees across he 
wa

ou can s ill access he ase 
of uckel reek Falls, u  ge ing 
o he uckel reek Trail or an  

poin s far her eas  on he His oric 
olu ia iver Highwa  S a e 

Trail re uires passing hrough he 
de ris

When I called o ask Li rell 
a ou  he landslide near uckel 

reek, he said Oregon S a e arks 
didn  know a ou  i  e  Tha  

eans here s no solid es i a e on 
how long he rail will e locked, 
u  Li rell said i  will likel  e a 

priori , possi l  u ping ahead 
of he pro ec  on pper c ord 

reek  
How long will it be out?
There s no es i a e righ  now, 

u  Oregon S a e arks will likel  
ake i  a priori
Can you pass?
If ou can duck under so e 

ranches and over a couple logs, 
ou can ake our wa  pas  he 

de ris pre  easil  u , as alwa s,
of  cials don  reco end i  

roceed wi h cau ion and a  our 
own risk

opular Gorge hikes closed due o win er s or s

Jamie Hale/The Oregonian

In this March 22 photo, the bridge over Tish Creek on the popular Eagle Creek Trail in the Columbia 
River Gorge was destroyed by a fallen tree in December 2015. Offi cials with the U.S. Forest Service 
estimated it would take at least a year to replace it. Winter can be a tricky season in the Columbia 
River Gorge. High rainfall leads to gushing waterfalls, but it also leads to crumbling earth.

Jamie Hale/The Oregonian

In this March 22  photo, a pair of hikers navigate a user-made 
crossing across Tish Creek on the popular Eagle Creek Trail in the 
Columbia River Gorge.
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 613 N. Main Street, Milton Freewater, OR
 541-938-5162 • www.saagershoeshop.com

Satisfying our customers one wall at a time.

 Friday: 5 pm to 9 pm
 Saturday: 9 am to 9 pm
 Sunday: 9 am to 4 pm

 All Holidays: 9 am to 4 pm

 Night skiing starts January 1 st

 and is Friday 5 pm - 9 pm & 
 Saturday 5 pm - 9 pm


