
By STEPHEN HAWKINS
Associated Press

DALLAS — Scott Rueck 
has taken Oregon State’s 
women’s basketball program 
from shambles to the Sweet 
16 in less than six years. 

The coach who had to 
conduct open tryouts to 

ll his rst roster with the 
Beavers now has a team full 
of seniors and juniors he 
recruited. They are having 
fun on and off the court, part 
of two Pac-12 regular season 
titles to end Stanford’s run of 
14 in a row, and already with 
a school-record 30 victories 
this season. 

“The core of us have just 
been together, kind of grown 
up together,” senior guard 
Jamie Weisner said. 

Oregon State has been 
in the Sweet 16 only once 
before. That was in 1983, 
before the women’s NCAA 
Tournament expanded to 64 
teams. 

“We’re focused and I 
think we’re having fun, and 
that’s been translating to 
how we play,” senior center 
Ruth Hamblin said. “You see 
us having fun together and 
that’s when we are playing 
our best.”

After opening with two 
wins on their home court as 
the No. 2 seed in the Dallas 

Region, the Beavers (30-4) 
play Saturday night against 
sixth-seeded DePaul (27-8) 
in the home arena of the 
NBA’s Dallas Mavericks. 
They have won 20 of their 
last 21 games.

“The stage is bigger, no 
question,” Rueck said. “It’s 
been a gradual progression 
and I think that kind of epit-
omizes our program, just the 
gradual progression from one 
thing to the next.”

DePaul is in its 14th 
consecutive NCAA Tour-
nament under coach Doug 
Bruno, who is in his 30th 
season. This is the Blue 
Demons’ fourth Sweet 16, 
getting here after a win at No. 
3 seed Louisville. 

“We weren’t nervous 
going into the rst two 
games and we knew what it 
took to win,” senior Megan 
Podkowa said. 

The Blue Demons, who 
have won the last three Big 
East regular season champi-
onships, average 81 points a 

game. 
“DePaul loves to score. 

They love to get out in tran-
sition and they love to run,” 
Rueck said. “We want to be 
able to control tempo, so this 
game is going to be a contrast 
in that regard.”

A few things to know 
when DePaul and Oregon 
State meet for the rst time

SHARIN  THE BALL  
DePaul is averaging an assist 

on 66 percent of its eld 
goals, and is third nationally 
with 20.8 assists per game 
— behind Connecticut (21.5) 
and Baylor (21.1). “The best 
teams year in and year out, at 
any level, are sharing teams,” 
Bruno said. “I just think it’s 
something we create as a 
culture. It’s something we 
do recruit, visual athleticism, 
the players that have the 
ability to pass.” Junior guard 

Jessica January said Bruno 
has told his players they have 
the “greenest green light” in 
the country to shoot when 
they are open, but to pass 
the ball when they’re not. 
“That’s what DePaul ball is, 
and that’s what we try to do,” 
she said. 

DI ERENT INSIDE  
Hamblin knows she has to 
play things a bit differently 
since DePaul doesn’t use a 

traditional center. On defense,
she can’t hang out in the
paint as much and has to get 
out and contest shots. “But
offensively, hopefully you
want to bury them down low 
and take advantage of the size
mismatch,” said Hamblin,
who averages 11.9 points and
9.9 rebounds a game.

SELECT COMPANY   
DePaul is one of six teams
to appear in each of the 
last 14 women’s NCAA
Tournaments. The others are
Connecticut, Notre Dame,
Oklahoma, Stanford and 
Tennessee. Missing from
that group is Baylor, the No.
1 seed in the Dallas Region
that the Blue Demons could
potentially face for the
second time this season if
they win Saturday. 

COMMON OPPO-
NENTS  Oregon State and 
DePaul had three common 
opponents. Both beat St. 
Bonaventure and Marquette
and lost to Notre Dame in
December (Oregon State
lost 62-61, and DePaul
fell 95-90). DePaul beat
St. Bonaventure in the
second game of the regular
season, and the Beavers
beat the Bonnies last week
to advance to the Sweet 16. 
The Blue Demons twice
beat Marquette in Big East
Conference play.
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Oregon State head coach Scott Rueck, center, looks on as he players run drills during 
college basketball practice in the regional semifinals of the women’s NCAA Tourna-
ment Friday, March 25, 2016, in Dallas. Oregon State takes on DePaul on Saturday. 

#6 DePaul
Blue Demons

(25-8)

#4 Oregon St. 
Beavers
(28-4)

� Saturday, 3 p.m. (ESPN)
� at American Airlines 
Center, Dallas

“At the end of the game, there was a difference
in the shot clock and the game clock,” Altman
said. “I told Dillon to shoot it. So if anybody’s
got a problem with it, it should be directed at me.
He was acting on my orders. I told him to shoot
it. I didn’t think he’d make it. It was a 30-footer,
but there was a ve-, six-second difference there.”

The cameras caught a postgame exchange
between Krzyzewski, who appeared to say some-
thing to Brooks about the celebration. 

“He just told me that I’m too good of a player
to be showing out at the end,” Brooks said in the
locker room following the game. “And he’s right.
I’ve got to respect Duke.”

But Krzyzewski disputed Brooks’ account of 
the postgame message, appearing angry when it
was brought up in the postgame press conference.

“I didn’t say that,” Krzyzewski said. “You can
say whatever you want. Dillon Brooks is a hell
of a player. I said, You’re a terri c player.’ And
you can take whatever he said and go with it, all
right?”

Brooks expressed remorse Friday when he
realized how much attention had been given to
the inconsequential basket.

“Me and Coach K, that conversation should
have stayed with us,” Brooks said. “But overall, 
me and Coach K are both professionals and I 
have to move on from this situation and focus on
Oklahoma.”

Brooks doesn’t make any attempt to hide his
ery persona on the court. He acknowledges that

his brash play occasionally is detrimental, but has
learned to harness it into productive play for the
most part.

Yet Brooks doesn’t plan to tone himself down
in the West nal against Oklahoma. He said he’ll
bring the same energy that he’s brought all year.

“It’s been a hassle all of my life to gure out 
how to channel it and nd ways to put it to great 
use,” Brooks said. “I feel like I’ve found a way
and I have to bring it every day. I can’t pull it
back because I’ve tried that already and it hasn’t
worked to any good extent. I’ve just got to keep
playing with emotion and live or die by it.”

ALTMAN: Brooks 
expresses remorse for 
publicising comments
Continued from 1B
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By GREG BEACHAM
Associated Press

ANAHEIM, Calif. — Lon 
Kruger and Dana Altman are 
headed to Scotland in July for 
the latest gol ng adventure in 
their three-decade-long friend-
ship.

“We’re still doing that, 
I guess, regardless of what 
happens tomorrow,” Kruger 
said with a wry smile Friday.

Indeed, the coaches rst have 
a date in Orange County on 
Saturday, and it won’t be quite 
as much fun for either of them.

Altman’s top-seeded 
Oregon Ducks (31-6) are 
facing Kruger’s second-seeded 
Oklahoma Sooners (28-7) in 
the West Region nal for a spot 
in the Final Four.

Kruger and Altman hoped 
they would never have to coach 
against each other, and they had 
managed to avoid it throughout 
their parallel careers. But with 
two powerhouse teams heading 
into a landmark game for both 
programs, this coaching colli-
sion is unavoidable.

“When the pairings came 
out a couple weeks ago, I talked 
to Coach,” Altman said Friday. 
“We just said at that time that 
if we’re fortunate to get to this 
point, at least one of us is going 
to go to the Final Four.”

Their friendship came out 
of a calculated acquisition by 
Kruger in 1986 when he hired 
Altman to join his staff at 
Kansas State. Kruger wanted 
Altman’s youthful energy and 
smarts — but he really wanted 
Mitch Richmond and a handful 
of Altman’s other players on 

the nation’s top-ranked junior 
college team in Missouri.

Their three years together 
led to three NCAA Tournament 
berths and the start of an 
enduring bond.

“We’ve got a handful of 
coaches that are best friends, 
and certainly Dana is one of 
them,” Kruger said.

Kruger reached the 1994 
Final Four with Florida, but 
hasn’t been back since. Altman 
has never reached the Final 
Four in a quarter-century in 
charge of four programs.

The West nale is both a 
test and a celebration of their 
careers. The coaches have built 
remarkably similar teams, with 
both relying on deep, balanced 
rosters of athletic players 
surrounding an elite scorer  
Oklahoma’s Buddy Hield and 
Oregon’s Dillon Brooks.

“Both clubs prefer the (high) 
pace,” Kruger said. “They 
prefer the tempo. We certainly 
are better when we’re able to 
go. I think they are, too.”

Some more things to 
consider in these schools’ rst 
meeting in 75 years

———
P ON ORE ON  Saturday 

is a historic time for the Ducks, 
who won the Pac-12 regu-
lar-season and tournament titles 
to earn the rst No. 1 seed in 
school history. The Ducks have 
rolled into the regional nal 
with a school-record 31 wins, 
but they realize they can’t reach 
their rst Final Four since 1939 
in a building likely to be packed 
by their West Coast fan base.

P ON OKLAHOMA  
The Sooners’ core four of 
Hield, Ryan Spangler, Jordan 
Woodard and Isaiah Cousins 

will start its 104th consecutive 
game together, along with 36 
straight starts by Khadeem 
Lattin. O  is after its rst Final 
Four trip since 2002. “We ride 
and ght all together, so I think 
ending on a good note would 
be special for us,” Hield said.

STOPPIN  HIELD  The 
Oklahoma starters’ collective 
experience and togetherness is 
remarkable in the modern game. 
The Ducks are appropriately 
impressed, but they’re also 
determined to defend the perim-
eter against Hield and his team-
mates, who have the second-best 
3-point shooting percentage in 
the nation (.426). “We haven’t 
seen a team like this with a 
core group that’s been there for 
all four years, and we’ve never 
seen a player who shoots the ball 
like Buddy Hield,” Brooks said. 
“We’re really going to have to 
run them off the line and not let 
them get easy baskets.”

J ICY HISTORY  These 
schools actually met in the 

rst NCAA Tournament back 
in 1939, when Oregon beat 
Oklahoma in the West Region 

nal in a game played on 
Treasure Island in the middle 
of San Francisco Bay. Oregon 
went on to win the national 
title. The schools met again in 
the 1940-41 season, and they 
haven’t met since then.

Oregon meets Oklahoma in Elite Eight

AP Photo/Gregory Bull

Oregon forward Dillon Brooks, center, looks on between 
teammate forward Elgin Cook, left, and guard Tyler Dors-
ey, right, during a news conference before an upcoming 
regional finals basketball game in the NCAA Tournament 
Friday, March 25, 2016, in Anaheim, Calif. 

#2 Oklahoma
Sooners

(25-7)

#1 Oregon
Ducks
(31-6)

� Sunday, 3:09 p.m. (CBS)
� at Honda Center, Anaheim

Pendleton
$119,900 - NEWER 3 bedroom,
2 bath in semi-private setting.
Relax on your deck enjoying
beautiful flowering gardens and
hilly views. Build a shop on
adjacent lot. Call Matt Vogler,
MLS: 1545046
John J. Howard & Associates

541-377-9470

Pendleton
$118,500 - CUTE HOME with 3
bedroom, 1 bath, new counter
tops, newer lighting in living
room. Lots of upgrades in this
cuties! Large fenced lot.  CALL
CATHY (541) 215-0103.
RMLS#15616993

Garton & 
Associates

(541) 276-0931

Pendleton
$109,900 - NORTH HILL HOME!
1 level, 1056 sf(m/l), ranch style,
with 3 bedrooms.   New roof,
newer patio and retaining walls.
Call Jef 541-276-0021/Molly 541-
969-4188cell.  #16509051

Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

Homes for Sale,
Pendleton 100

Pendleton
$103,900 - Mature trees, cozy
home, corner lot w/great views!
Light and bright 2bedroom, newly
updated kitchen, large open area
downstairs, newer roof, furnace.
Call Molly 541-969-4188cell.
#16568899

Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

Over
1200
Homes

for Sale
www.east
oregonreal
estate.com

Pendleton
$177,900 - GREAT LOCATION!!
4 bedrooms, 3 bath located near
new hospital, lab, school &
restaurants. Hardwood floors,
dining area, large carpeted family
room addition. Newer roof, AC
etc. Covered patio, fenced yard.
Walk to park! Must see inside to
appreciate! MLS#15032837
CALL:MARGE LAPP

Pendleton 
Southgate Realty
(541) 276-1957

Homes for Sale,
Pendleton 100

EQUAL
HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY
All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act which makes it illegal
to advertise any preference,
limitation, or discrimination based
on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status, or national
origin, or an intention to make any
such preference, limitation, or
discrimination." Familial status
includes children under the age of
18 living with parents or legal
custodians, pregnant women, and
people securing custody of children
under 18.
This newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the
law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings
advertised in this newspaper are
available on an equal opportunity
basis. To complain of discrimination,
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. The toll-free telephone
number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Homes for Sale,
Pendleton 100

WOMAN WANTED
For romance, adventures. 

Pot farmer 5ʼ9ʼʼ 175lbs. 
64 years young needs loyal
friend. Please respond to; 

Honest Abe
33470 SW Chinook Plaza #124

Scappoose, Oregon 97056

Email or Call Chris @
classifieds@
eastoregonian.

com
541-278-2678
to place your 
classified ad!!

Personals 20

Pendleton
TURN HERE for the Trip of a
lifetime! Group Escorted tours to
Australia. Call 541-377-6855.
Reliable ladies travel companion
for safe organized bookings and
travel. See us at
www.turnherenow.com 

TURN HERE REALTY &
TRAVEL

(541) 377-6855

Travel 12

Pendleton
ARE YOU ready for your trip to
Australia? Now taking bookings
for escorted group tour in
October - Individual bookings
also
provided.www.turnherenow.com

TURN HERE REALTY &
TRAVEL

(541) 377-6855 

Travel 12

View all 
state wide legal 
notices online at
www.public

noticeads.com/

PLEASE CHECK
YOUR AD ON THE
FIRST DAY OF
PUBLICATION.

While we are happy to make any
necessary correction, we cannot
be responsible for errors appearing
for multiple days. Thank you!

Special Notices 10

CLASSIFIED LINE AD
DEADLINES

Edition:

East Oregonian

Tuesday
3pm Monday

Wednesday
3pm Tuesday

Thursday
3pm Wednesday

Friday
3pm Thursday

Saturday
3pm Friday

Hermiston Herald
Wednesday
3pm Monday

Call Chris

541-278-2678

classifieds@
eastoregonian.com

FOUND 
CALICO CAT
Looks well fed. 

Lost and looking for its home. 
Please call 

541-278-2192

Lost & Found 5

 CLASSIFIED M ARK ETPL A C E
 Pla ce cla ssified  a d s on lin e a t www.ea storeg on m a rketp la ce.com  or ca ll 5 4 1-278-26 78

CLASSIFIEDS GET
results!


