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ra c i  e disru ted 
at Eastern Oregon s usiest 
intersection ne t ee  as a 
re ode ing ro ect c oses 
anes at the intersection o  

E  enue and igh ay 
395.

Richard Duncan 
Construction announced 
that it i  e or ing in 
arious rights o  ay around 

the intersection for the next 
onth as it re ode s the 

McDona d s restaurant 
there.

On Tuesday night starting 

at  . . the north ound 
anes of igh ay 395 i  
e c osed unti  orning as 

contractors tie in to a ater 
ine. There i  e aggers in
ace to a e cars through.
The Oregon De art ent

of Trans ortation i  a so 
e continuing or  on the 
ennie enue intersection 
ith igh ay 395. ts or

on Monday and Tuesday
is not ex ected to c ose 
any anes of tra e , ut on 
Thursday and Friday one
ane of the high ay in each 

direction i  e c osed 
during the night.

McDonald’s remodel to close 
Highway 395 lanes Tuesday

un i e the arns ro ect, 
there is no guarantee that e 

i  recei e any ids, that the 
EOTEC oard i  acce t 
any of the ids recei ed, or 
that the idders i  agree to 
the dead ine,  Drier rote. 
EOTEC shou d a so assu e 

that any contractor su itting 
a id i  increase its rice if 
they ha e inco ete design 
docu ents and or an unrea -
istic construction ti e ine.

e rote that the schedu e 
assu es the oard recei es 
co ete, idda e design 
docu ents for a ro a  no 
ater than ri  22 and e 
urge the oard and co u-
nity not to assume that the 
construction schedu e can e 
com ressed to ma e u  for 
further de ay in com eting 
and a ro ing the design.  

Drier said that he anted to 
c arify that Fre  De e o ment 
does not set a fu  construction 
schedu e, ut mere y gi es 
contractors a dead ine y 

hich a  or  must e done.
e said he fe t con dent 

that inc uding a u y 21 dead-
ine in the id documents for 

the arns as reasona e, and 
that EOTEC ou d recei e 
ids from contractors agreeing 

to the time ine ith no extra 
cost.

dditiona  tas s, inc uding 
construction of athrooms, 
food ooths and other 
amenities, osed no signif-
icant cha enges  in eing 
com eted on time, Drier said.

On Friday the EOTEC 
oard a so discussed adding 

a art-time nancia  osition 
ith the cost s it e en y 
et een EOTEC and the city 

of ermiston.
Current y the city is 

hand ing EOTEC s nancia s 
for free, ut city nance 
director my a mer said 
as acti ity on the ro ect 
has ram ed u , the tas  has 
ecome o er he ming and 

made it dif cu t for her to 
com ete needed tas s for the 
city.

f something isn t done,  
don t no  if  can continue,  
she said.

She estimated a roxi-
mate y 35  staff hours er year 

ere s ent on udgeting and 
accounting tas s for EOTEC 
and 60 hours on recorder 

duties for a com ined cost of 
a out 23,500 in sa ary.

The EOTEC oard oted 
to a ro e u  to 12,000 a 
year to ard a art-time osi-
tion to ta e o er those duties, 
if the ermiston City Counci  
is a so i ing to a ro e the 
same amount. The osition 

ou d e o erseen y the city.
oard mem er im 

u ey, ho a so ser es as 
executi e director of the ort 
of mati a, said he ou d 
a roach the ort commis-
sion a out chi ing in some 
money as e  since some of 
the money for EOTEC from 
the state egis ature is assing 
through the ort s coffers.

ate Ri era of the EOTEC 
fundraising committee 
re orted to the oard that 
the committee as a out 
1 5,000 short of its goa  to 

raise 2 mi ion y ri  1 and 
money as sti  coming in.

e said a itt e ess than 1 
mi ion of that as edged 
money that ou d e co ered 
y a oan u front, and the 

committee ou d ha e a 
nance agreement to resent 
ithin the next month. e 

a so said the committee 

had recei ed signi cant 
interest from arties such as 
too -renta  usinesses a out 
in- ind donations and they 

ere or ing to come u  ith 
a an to ef cient y use those 
offers.

———
Contact Jade McDowell 

at jmcdowell@eastoregonian.
com or 541-564-4536.  

EOTEC: out 35  staff hours er year s ent on udgeting
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ife. is funera  as Friday 
morning.

ictor ose h Contreras, 
23, of Ca ifornia, is in a ort-
and ai  on federa  charges 

of attem ted murder and 
more for shooting e ch, 
ut not for shooting 
imene . Contreras c aimed 

there as a second shooter, 
according to an F  af -
da it, and in estigators 
found 2  u et casings at 
the scene.

Sim son and e ch are 
enro ed mem ers of the 
Confederated Tri es of the 

mati a ndian Reser a-
tion, according to tri a  
communications director 
Chuc  Sams. 

e iston o ice t. 
oedy Munde  in a ritten 

statement Wednesday 
re orted F  agents and 
tri a  o ice ho ere 

or ing an acti e in esti-
gation  had information of 
a ossi e anted erson  
in e iston.

That anted erson as 
Sim son.

City o ice of cers 
or ed ith tri a  o ice 

and the F  to conduct 

sur ei ance on a residence
and ehic es there, the state-
ment said. o ice fo o ed 
a 2005 Ford Taurus from 
the home, and as the car
u ed into a urger ing 
ar ing ot of cers s otted 

Sim son. 
o ice tried to contact 

him, ut he o ted. The 
foot chase ended soon
after hen of cers caught 
Sim son in the ac  yard of
a near y home.

Of cers a so sa  
Sim son toss a gun into 
thic  rush, according to 
the statement. fter an 
extensi e search, o ice 
found the gun.

e  erce County 
rosecutor ustin Co eman 

said Sim son ser ed a 
rison sentence in 2012 

for a fe ony drug crime and
then as on ro ation, ut 
he as anted for io ating
that ro ation. Sim son has
a hearing Wednesday in
state court on that matter.
Co eman said he has not 
seen any a er or  to 
extradite Sim son.

———
Contact Phil Wright at

pwright@eastoregonian.
com or 541-966-0833.

HOMICIDE: Of cers 
sa  Sim son toss a 
gun into thic  rush
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again this year. 
e mo ed to ermiston from Mexico 

hen he as 11, and or s for the 
ferti i er com any T o Ri ers Termina . 

e said he ans to start schoo  at ue 
Mountain Community Co ege this 
summer and study crimina  ustice. 

Mendo a said he as raised Catho ic, 
ut thought church as oring unti  he 

got in o ed in the youth grou  at Our 
ady of nge s, hich he ed him 

de e o  a much greater a reciation for 
his re igion.

e ho ed to simi ar y strengthen 
others’ faith on Friday.

 ho e eo e thin  a out hat he 
esus  did and ho he as,  Mendo a 

said.

Mary
Friday as essenia arcia-San-

che ’s rst time aying the irgin Mary 
in the Way of the Cross ageant, ut she 

ayed Mary in t o other ays in the 
ast.

The mati a igh Schoo  so homore 
said she e ie ed the ro e of Mary in the 
ageant as second in im ortance on y to 

the ro e of esus, ecause nothing cou d 
sho  the suffering of esus’ fo o ers as 
much as a mother atching her son die.

 i e sho ing hat Mary does,  
arcia-Sanche  said. She’s the mother 

of od, seeing her o n son eaten u  
and a out to e i ed. That’s retty 
im ortant.

t the fourth station of the cross on 
Friday she ne t at the feet of esus, 

ee ing, efore the Roman so diers 
u ed her a ay and ushed her into the 

cro d of on oo ers.
t as a serious ro e for the teenager, 

ho gre  u  in ermiston and mati a 
and ants to ecome a ediatrician. She 
said her mother ou d e in the cro d 
ut her itt e rothers, ages 9 and , 

didn’t ant to come and atch ecause 
they thought they ou d e scared y the 
io ence ortrayed.

To s iritua y re are for their ro es, 
the artici ants ere as ed to ray and 

fast from food a  morning. arcia-San-
che  has een Catho ic her ho e ife, 
and said she has en oyed getting to 
artici ate in the ood Friday ce e ra-

tion the ast cou e of years.
t he s my faith,  she said. ’ e 

no n these stories for so ong, and 
eing art of them and artici ating is so 

coo .

Roman Soldiers
s arcia-Sanche  and the ee ing 

omen  raided each others’ hair in the 
church of ce ui ding u stairs, in the 
asement teenage oys and men from 

the church donned armor and togas. 
s the so diers donned their costumes, 

a fe  discussed hether to ear soc s 
under their sanda s, rotecting their feet 
from the co d and from the scratchy 

eeds they ou d ha e to c im  through 
on the utte. 

i e the main characters in the 
ageant, ho e er, they decided that 

some hysica  discomfort as art of the 
o .

t’s a sacri ce,  someone said.  
Mario Contreras as ortraying a 

Roman so dier for the second time in 

his ife, after atching simi ar ageants 
as a chi d gro ing u  in Mexico. For 
Contreras, it as an o ortunity to carry 
on a fami y tradition.

 gre  u  Catho ic,  he said.  
my arents, a  my grand arents, a  my 
fami y ha e een Catho ic.

e mo ed to ermiston 15 years ago 
and or s in construction. e and his 

ife ha e a daughter, 6, and son, 5, ith 
another chi d on the ay.

They ere anning to atch 
Contreras that afternoon, and he said he 

as oo ing for ard to the con ersations 
that the ay s ar ed ith his chi dren in 
time for Easter.

s a  of the actors stood on the utte 
at the end of the afternoon and oined the 
cro d in a na  rayer, ageant director 

incente Tre ino urged e eryone to 
come to Mass that night e en though 
they ere tired from the ong a .

et’s not et it end here,  he said. ... 
e ga e it a  for us and e need to gi e 

it a  for him.
———

Contact Jade McDowell at 
jmcdowell@eastoregonian.com or 
541-564-4536.
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HERMISTON

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

A crown watches as actors perform the Way of the Cross pageant at Butte 
Park on Friday in Hermiston.

CROSS: Mendo a ho ed to strengthen others’ faith

*FOR ALL OFFERS: NO SECURITY DEPOSIT REQUIRED. ON APPROVED CREDIT. A DOCUMENTARY SERVICE FEE OF $75 MAY BE ADDED TO VEHICLE PRICE OR 
CAPITALIZED COST. DOES NOT INCLUDE TAXES, LICENSE, TITLE, PROCESSING FEES, INSURANCE AND DEALER CHARGES. SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. OFFERS 

VALID THROUGH 3-31-16.

STK# 16T304. MSRP $21,055. SALE $19,665. NET CAP COST $19,665. LEV $13,686. 36 MO/12,000 MILE PER YEAR 
LEASE. $999 DOWN = $212 MO PLUS TTD AND ON APPROVED CREDIT. AFTER $1,000 LEASE CASH.

STK# 16T032. MSRP $24,130. SALE $21,499. NET CAP COST $21,999. LEV $14,478. 36 MO/12,000 MILE PER YEAR 
LEASE. $999 DOWN = $212 MO PLUS TTD AND ON APPROVED CREDIT. AFTER $1,000 LEASE CASH.

STK# 16T214. MSRP $25,035. SALE $24,143. NET CAP COST $24,143. LEV $15,021. 36 MO/12,000 MILE PER YEAR 
LEASE. $999 DOWN = $278 MO PLUS TTD AND ON APPROVED CREDIT. AFTER $1,000 REBATE PROVIDED BY TOYOTA 
FINANCIAL SERVICES.

STK# 15T577. MSRP $17,589. SALE $16,267. PLUS TTD AND ON APPROVED CREDIT.
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