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Cruz emboldened, but
needs a near miracle to

catch Trump

WAUWATOSA, Wis. (AP) —
While Ted Cruz decried “gutter
politics” against him, former
Republican presidential contenders
gave him a boost Wednesday,
casting the Texas senator as the
party’s last best chance to stop
Donald Trump. The long and bitter
2016 campaign shifted to a new
Midwestern battleground.

Ahead of Wisconsin’s April
5 primary, Gov. Scott Walker,
who dropped out of the race last
fall, declared that only Cruz can
catch Trump as time runs short in
the primary season. And former
Florida Gov. Jeb Bush gave Cruz
his endorsement — a step perhaps
designed to hurt Trump more than
help the unpopular Texas senator.

“For the sake of our party and
country, we must move to overcome
the divisiveness and vulgarity
Donald Trump has brought into the
political arena,” said Bush, who was
knocked out of the 2016 contest
last month. “To win, Republicans
need to make this election about

proposing solutions to the many
challenges we face, and I believe
that we should vote for Ted as he
will do just that.”

Indeed, as Democrat Hillary
Clinton addressed rising national
security concerns, the Republican
contest was hit again by personal
insults — this time involving the
candidates’ families. Cruz slammed
Trump during an appearance in
the front-runner’s hometown for
making a vague threat on Twitter
the night before to “spill the beans”
on Cruz’s wife.

Blizzard shuts down
Denver airport

DENVER (AP) — A powerful
spring blizzard stranded travelers
at Denver’s airport and shut down
hundreds of miles of highway in
Colorado, Wyoming and Nebraska
as it spread into the Midwest on
Wednesday.

Snow blown by gusts up to
around 50 mph made it unsafe
for planes to land or take off at
Denver International Airport,
leading officials to close it around
midday. The closure came hours
after long flight delays caused by

power outages at the airport’s fuel
depot and deicing supply and the
cancellation of about a third of the
airport’s daily flights.

The system is moving to the

northeast across the Plains and into

Michigan. The worst effects of the

storm were expected later in the day

in South Dakota, but strong winds
were in the forecast all day.

In Denver, the road to the airport

was also impassable because of

blowing snow. The outbound lanes

reopened Wednesday afternoon,
allowing passengers to escape to

town, airport spokeswoman Stacey

Stegman said.

Alleged sex abuse victim
may testify at sentencing

CHICAGO (AP) — An alleged
sex abuse victim of Dennis Hastert

could testify about his emotional
trauma next month at the former
U.S. speaker’s sentencing in his

hush-money case, according to a

transcript of an unannounced court
hearing this week during which the
court linked sex-abuse allegations to

the Illinois Republican for the first
time.
Hastert, 74, pleaded guilty on

Oct. 28 to violating bank laws as he
sought to pay $3.5 million to ensure
someone referred to in the 2015
indictment only as “Individual A”
stayed quiet about past misconduct
by Hastert against Individual A. The
misconduct dated back decades to
around the time Hastert was a high
school wrestling coach.

The Associated Press and other
media outlets, citing anonymous
sources, previously reported that
Hastert wanted to hide claims he
sexually molested someone, but the
issue hadn’t been raised in unsealed
filings or in court until this week.

The transcript of Tuesday’s
federal court hearing, provided
Wednesday to the AP by the
presiding judge’s court reporter,
doesn’t mention Individual A or
raise the prospect that that person
might speak at sentencing. Instead,
it recounts the judge speaking to
prosecutors and attorneys about
“Individual D.”

Assistant U.S. Attorney Steven
Block informs Judge Thomas
M. Durkin that prosecutors only
recently learned “Individual D” is
an alleged victim and was leaning
toward testifying at sentencing, the
transcript says.

Future Apple-FBI cases
may go very differently

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) —
Although it fiercely opposes the
FBI’s demand for help unlocking
a San Bernardino shooter’s
encrypted iPhone, Apple has never
argued that it simply can’t do what
the government wants. That might
not be true for long.

At the moment, the San
Bernardino case is on hold while
the FBI evaluates an alternative
method of getting into that
phone. But experts say it’s almost
certain that Apple and other tech
companies will keep increasing the
security of their products, making it
harder or perhaps even impossible
for them to answer government
demands for customer data.

“If T were them, I would
use any means possible to
avoid having to answer these
information requests,” said Anna
Lysyanskaya, a computer scientist
and cryptography expert at Brown
University. “It’s bad for their
business, and not just in the United
States but in other countries where
law enforcement cannot be trusted
to follow the law.”
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