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Men’s Gollege Baskethall

Walton’s World always entertains on air

By JOHN MARSHALL
Associated Press

he spectacular, magnificent
I world of Bill Walton spins a
tie-dyed swirl of knowledge,
calculated hyperbole, educational
tangents, eccentricity, props and
name drops, loyalty, intellectual
curiosity, the Grateful Dead, bingo
and, of course, basketball.
“I am the luckiest guy in the
world,” Walton says.

14:07, first half.

(Pac-12 tournament quarterfinals,
Arizona State vs. Oregon State.)

Walton to play-by-play man Ted
Robinson: Have you ever been to the
Dutch Corner on the Alpe d’Huez?

Robinson: No-hooo (the o rising
into a laugh). ’'m guessing it’s not in
The Netherlands.

Walton: Oh, no. It’s in the Alpe
d’Huez, one of turns in the Tour de
France on the big climb. They’re all
dressed in orange and it’s fantastic.

Robinson: Oh, OK. That’s a foul
on Eubanks for Oregon State.

A Walton-called basketball game
is like performance art, viewers left
buzzing and maybe a little confused
when it’s over.

Basketball, the game Walton
loves so dearly, serves as the muse
for the psychedelic galaxy spinning
in his scholarly mind.

He certainly knows the game. The
big redhead grabbed the dynastic
torch from Lew Alcindor at UCLA in
the 1970s and was named one of the
NBA’s 50 greatest players despite a
litany of injuries.

He also was one of the quirkiest
professional athletes in any sport,

a hippie spirit in tie-dyed shirts
attending Grateful Dead concerts,
throwing up peace signs and
rebelling against the mainstream.

He hasn’t really changed since
those days, either. The man has a
teepee in his backyard.

With a combination of basketball
knowledge, supreme intellect — he
went to Stanford Law School while
injured during his NBA days —
eclectic taste and anti-establishment
outspokenness, Walton is one of the
most unique and polarizing analysts
in any sport.

“There’s no announcer neutrality
with Bill,” Robinson says. “You
either love Bill or you don’t like
Bill. If you’re interested in the
standard basketball broadcast, Bill’s
not going to be your cup of tea.

If you’re interested in something

that’s different — and it can be very
different — that’s Bill.”

13:29, first half.

Walton: “Big G (Oregon
State’s Gligorije Rakocevic) from
Montenegro. That’s one of the five
countries of the former Yugoslavia.
You been there yet?”

Robinson: “No.”

Walton: “Oh, beautiful, beautiful.

Robinson: “Oh, I have to go.”

Walton: “Serbia, Montenegro,
Bosnia, Herzegovina and Slovenia.
Are those the five?”

Robinson: “Yes.”

Walton: “I love geography. I
love the Conference of Champions.
GPII!”

Robinson: “T just love to see
(Gary) Payton. Caught that in a
thythm.”

Cursed with a debilitating
stutterer when he was younger,
Walton seemed about as likely a TV
analyst as Jerry Garcia becoming
president.

Now once Walton starts talking,
he often doesn’t stop.

With a Cosellian flair for
hyperbole, he’ll declare a bad pass
“One of the five worst passes in the
history of Western Civilization!” or
call Arizona “The Thorean standard
of the Pac-12 Conference.”

Nothing is ever just good, it’s
spectacular, fabulous or magnificent.
Several times a game he takes
viewers on tangential rides through

topics he finds interesting — and
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usually have nothing to do with the
game.

Walton has brought back air from
a Grateful Dead show to open during
a broadcast. He rubbed “special
dirt” from Temecula on his arms and
face, wore a rowing singlet while
announcing and played a Cal band
member’s glockenspiel on air.

Viewers, fellow announcers and
producers never know where Walton
is going, so everyone is always on
their toes and holding on for the ride.

“You’ve always got to be
listening,” says play-by-play man
Dave Pasch, who has perfected the
art of the deadpan whenever Walton
happens. “Not that you wouldn’t
normally with your analyst, but even
more so with Bill you’ve got to have
your antenna up constantly because
he may say something you have to
address in some way, shape or form.”

8:36, second half

Walton: Cheikh N’diaye, the
7-footer from Senegal. What an
international flavor this conference
of champions has. And everybody
coming together in Las Vegas. The
seventh-busiest airport in the world.
And that doesn’t include the private
planes coming in.

Robinson: Nice lob ... and that’s
a good job by Jacobsen in there. Let
two defenders fly by.

Donning a tie-dyed shirt instead
of a suit and tie, Walton sifts through
stacks of papers in the minutes before
tipoft, writing notes in the few spaces
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not covered in blue ink.

The writing seems like something
pulled from a preschool classroom.

“I"'m not sure they’re in English,”
Pasch says with a laugh.

But these notes, sometimes
stacked 25 pages deep, are the
lifeblood of a Walton broadcast,
filled with details about players,
coaches, the conference, the arena,
random facts, celebrity birthdays that
he can announce on air.

On game days, Walton spends
the morning with the teams, often
wandering onto the court during
shootarounds to talk with a player
or a coach — a big no-no to any
announcer not named Bill Walton.

He has a natural curiosity about
people — just ask the people he
works with — and enjoys telling
their stories to the world, sometimes
for the first time.

“He talks to the players. He
works as hard as any analyst I've
been around in terms of gathering
information from players,” Pasch
says. “He knows players’ parents’
names, he knows their backgrounds,
their stories and loves telling them.”

2:47, second half.

Walton: The story of Max Hooper
of Oakland University. Last year,
they played at Arizona in one of
those money games for a team that
needs to travel like Oakland Univer-
sity to get some exposure. So Max
Hooper, he’s got a dad — we all have
dads — Chip Hooper, who’s a legend
in the music industry. Chip has been

Place classified ads online at www.eastoregonmarketplace.com or call 541 -278-2678

fighting some very serious health
issues while Max has been chasing
his dream of playing at Oakland
University. So I know Chip from a
lifetime of music, instrumental in the
music business. Max, on senior day,
he hasn’t seen his dad in a long time
because he’s dying of cancer. Tom
Gores, owner of the Detroit Pistons,
flies Chip Hooper to their final game
from California, Northern California,
Monterrey, the Big Sur Area. Max
has a big game, player of the game,
and he runs up the stands and his dad
is lying there in a hospital gurney
in the arena, and the tears and the
sadness. To see Gary Payton here,
to see all the dads here, Bud Collins,
it all rolls together. Thank you Chip
Hooper for everything, thank you
Bud Collins.

Robinson: Well, there’s a huge
swing for Arizona State.

Since recovering from debilitating
back pain in the late 2000s, Walton
has lived his life at an appreciative
slant, filling his lungs with the joy
that comes from a second chance.

It comes across during his
broadcasts in a hurricane of enthu-
siasm for basketball and all the things
he loves most.

And Walton hits on the same
themes so often it spawned a game
for viewers following along at
home. Bill Walton Bingo, which has
its own bingo card generator, has
squares with all the Walton usuals:
The Conference of Champions
(the Pac-12), obscure marijuana or
science references, his dog Cortez,
his bike Bob Dylan, The Grateful
Dead, John Wooden.

Everything else is fresh. Walton
refuses to rehearse with his play-by-
play man and usually doesn’t even
want to have conversations with
them before a game.

If his fellow announcer doesn’t
know what’s coming, it adds to the
spontaneity of the broadcast — like
the time Walton told Pasch he had
been milked before.

“That’s the biggest I’ve taken
away from Bill is that [ have to be
on,” Robinson says. “I don’t know
where Bill’s going and that’s a good
thing. I have to be ready for music,
economy, geography, populations
— it’s been amazing how wide the
breadth of his interest is.”

This is Bill Walton’s world. It’s
specular, fabulous and magnificent.

Walton s autobiography, Back
from the Dead, was released by
Simon and Schuster on Tuesday.
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Travel 12

Pendleton
ARE YOU ready for your trip to
Australia? Now taking bookings
for escorted group tour in
October - Individual bookings
also
provided.www.turnherenow.com
TURN HERE REALTY &
TRAVEL
(541) 377-6855

Pendleton

TURN HERE for the Trip of a
lifetime! Group Escorted tours to
Australia. Call 541-377-6855.
Reliable ladies travel companion
for safe organized bookings and
travel. See us at
www.turnherenow.com

TURN HERE REALTY &
TRAVEL
(541) 377-6855

newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act which makes it illegal
to advertise any preference,
limitation, or discrimination based
on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status, or national
origin, or an intention to make any
such preference, limitation, or
discrimination."  Familial ~ status
includes children under the age of
18 living with parents or legal
custodians, pregnant women, and
people securing custody of children
under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the
law. Our readers are hereby
informed ~ that all  dwellings
advertised in this newspaper are
available on an equal opportunity
basis. To complain of discrimination,
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. The toll-free telephone
number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Pendleton

$177,900 - GREAT LOCATION!!
4 bedrooms, 3 bath located near
new hospital, lab, school &
restaurants. Hardwood floors,
dining area, large carpeted family
room addition. Newer roof, AC
etc. Covered patio, fenced yard.
Walk to park! Must see inside to
appreciate! MLS#15032837
CALL:MARGE LAPP

Pendleton
Southgate Realty
(541) 276-1957

Homes for Sale,

Homes for Sale,

Homes for Sale,

Homes for Sale,

Pendleton 100 Pendleton 100 Pendleton 100 Pendleton 100
Pendleton House For Sale Pendleton
EASTERN OREGON $124,900 - Updated and Move in 2 Bed 1 bath 1000sqft $215,000 - Price Reduced,

REAL ESTATE

& HOMERITDERS GLIMY

for Sale

www.east
oregonreal
estate.com

Pendleton

$103,900 - Mature trees, cozy
home, corner lot w/great views!
Light and bright 2bedroom, newly
updated kitchen, large open area
downstairs, newer roof, furnace.
Call Molly 541-969-4188cell.
#16568899

Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

Pendleton

$109,900 - NORTH HILL HOME!
1 level, 1056 sf(m/l), ranch style,
with 3 bedrooms. New roof,
newer patio and retaining walls.
Call Jef 541-276-0021/Molly 541-
969-4188cell. #16509051

Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

Pendleton
$118,500 - CUTE HOME with 3
bedroom, 1 bath, new counter
tops, newer lighting in living
room. Lots of upgrades in this
cuties! Large fenced lot. CALL
CATHY (541) 215-0108.
RMLS#15616993

Garton &

Associates

(541) 276-0931

Pendleton

$119,900 - NEWER 3 bedroom,
2 bath in semi-private setting.
Relax on your deck enjoying
beautiful flowering gardens and
hilly views. Build a shop on
adjacent lot. Call Matt Vogler,
MLS: 1545046

John J. Howard & Associates

541-377-9470

Lost & Found 5

Lost & Found 5

LOST DOG
Lost Yorkie. Young female with
long hair. Brown in color. Will
respond to “HI-YUUM-TI-PIN”
or “Hoopie”.
If found or seen please call
541-310-8340
Reward Offered

Ready! Newer Kitchen, Stainless
Steel appliances, hardwood
floors, Custom Bathroom, Energy
Efficient, Newer roof, windows,
Double Garage. Fenced Yard.
Call Matt Vogler, 541-377-9470
RMLS# 15030752

John J. Howard & Associates

541-377-9470

Pendleton
$129,500 — 2 Bedroom in
Sherwood area. Central Heat
and Air. Excellent condition. 2
Garages. Lots of Parking. Big
Fenced Yard. Exceptional
property. RMLS# 15352178
Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty
(541-379-8690)

Pendleton

$139,000 — 3 Bedroom Ranch
Style. 1200 Sq.Ft. Vinyl Siding.
Newer Roof. Two storage sheds.
Very nice throughout. RMLS#
16557307

Rocky Mikesell

Blue Jeans Realty
(541) 379-8690

Pendleton

$139,000 - 4 bedroom, 1.5 bath,
in Premier Location close to
hospital. ~ Hardwood  Floors,
Covered patio. Deep Garage
with work area and 220 Outlet.
MLS: 16139900, Call Matt
Vogler, 541.377.9470

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

Pendleton
$139,000 - Fenced backyard
w/patio area and view! Open
floor plan, updated flooring. Gas
range, refrigerator, dishwasher.
Master bath w/updated walk-in
shower. RV parking. Marsha
541-377-5152cell. #16632026
Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

Pendleton

$145,000 - 2bed, 1bath home on
3 tax lots. Garden area.
Redwood deck out back.

Concrete 1000 gallon septic put
in 3 years ago. Call Dawn 541-
310-9563cell. #15366377
Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

Reach the buyer
you're looking for
with a low cost, effec-
tive classified ad.

On 50° X100’ lot.
Handicap ramp and bathroom.
$88,500
Call for showing.
541-969-6495

Pendleton
$149,900 - HOME WITH
BUSINESS POSSIBILITIES!!

ZONE C-3 located on 0.38 AC
(m/) 2,288 sq. ft. with huge
“gourment-type”  kitchen. HW
floors, fireplace. Great care
facility etc.! Parking. Call for City
list of allowed uses!!
RMLS#15033690 CALL MARGE
LAPP
Pendleton
Southgate Realty
(541) 276-1957

Pendleton
$179,900 - MOVE-IN
CONDITION. 3bed/3bath with

large deck and backyard with a
view. Double garage, RV
parking. Call Dori 541-310-
1001cell. #15612995
Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

Pendleton

$189,900 - Move in Ready, One
Level, 3 bedroom, 2 bath, Upper
North  Hill  with  impressive
territorial Views. Featuring
Spacious kitchen, Master Suite
and Professional Landscaping,
MLS: 16234948, Call Matt
Vogler, 541.377.9470

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

Pendleton
$199,000 - 4 Bedroom, 3 Bath
Home. Very nice throughout.
Newer Kitchen. Corian Counter
tops. Newer Furnace and
Central Air. Two car garage.
RMLS#13384063

Rocky Mikesell

Blue Jeans Realty
(541-379-8690)

Pendleton

$215,000 - GREAT MOUNTAIN
VIEWS - CITY LIGHTS! Well
maintained upper North Hill
home has 3-4 bedrooms, 2-1/2
baths, fireplace & gorgeous
hardwood floors. Newer
windows, new carpet & paint.
Formal dining room. Entertain on
the patio in this private, large,
fenced yard. Too many amenities
to list!

Pendleton
Southgate Realty
(541) 276-1957

Upper North Hill one level 3
bedroom, 2 bath, on 1/3 acre.
Possible 4th bedroom/office in
large Family Room. Hardwood
Floors and Updated Bathrooms
provide modern charm. Call Matt
Vogler MLS: 15289572
John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

Pendleton

$219,000 - 1707 SW Perkins
Ave., Pendleton. 1900 sq.ft., 4
bedroom, 3 bath, dayling
basement home. 13,000 sq.ft. lot
w/lots of off street parking. Large

fenced back yard.
RMLS#15079175
Garton &
Associates

(541) 276-0931

Pendleton
$224,500 - DETAILS MAKE THE

DIFFERENCE! Updated
2,500sf(m/l), 3-4bedrooms, 2.5
impressively updated baths,

granite inlaid concrete kitchen
counters and cherry cabinets.
Call Debi 541-276-0021/Cari
541-3775058cell. #15016257
Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

Pendleton
$298,500 - 6 BDRM, 4.5 bath, in
desirable College View Addition.

Swimming  Pool, Basketball
Court, Hickory Cabinets,
Fireplace, Grande Master Suite,
Storage Room, UGS, RV

Parking, Call Matt Vogler, MLS#
16690591
John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470
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