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Brown names Saiki DHS director

Agency under review

By HILLARY BORRUD
Capital Bureau

SALEM — Gov. Kate

with criminal records, the
EO Media Group/Pamplin
Media Group Capital Bureau
reported. Give Us This Day
closed in September under a
settlement agreement with the

Brown appointed longtime —Oregon Department of Justice.
civil servant Clyde Saiki Brown said on Tuesday
as director of the troubled that Saiki  had

Oregon  Department of already made prog-
Human Services on Tuesday. ~ ress since _taking
Saiki has served as the the helm at DHS.
agency’s interim  director “Clyde has been

since early November, when
Brown demoted acting DHS

director Jerry Waybrant. Increasing account-
Brown made the change after ~ ability — at the
Willamette Week reported — agency, particularly
that top officials at the regarding the safety

agency, including Waybrant
and former director Erinn
Kelley-Siel, knew for more
than a year about alleged
child neglect and financial
problems at the Portland
foster care agency Give Us
This Day, yet did nothing.
Kelley-Siel had resigned in
July.

Additional emails released
by the state later showed
top DHS officials knew as
far back as 2009 that Give
Us This Day was operating
without a state license and
was staffed entirely by people

instrumental as the
interim director in

of young people in
foster care, and coordinating
an independent review of
DHS programs to determine
improvements needed to
ensure youth are served and
protected,” Brown said in a
press release Tuesday. “His
leadership has already made
a difference at the agency,
and he has my full support
in continuing to make the
changes we expect at DHS.”
Saiki’s appointment is
subject to confirmation by
the state Senate, which could
occur during interim legisla-

tive meetings in May.
Brown ordered a review
of the agency by an outside
contractor, and a DHS
spokesman said on Tuesday
the review is still underway.
State Sen. Sara Gelser,
D-Corvallis, has criticized
DHS’ failure to
protect  children
and other vulner-
able Oregonians in
the agency’s care.
Gelser sponsored
legislation ~ which
lawmakers passed
ecarlier this month,
to tighten DHS
licensing standards
and mandate that
the agency take action when
children are at risk. Gelser
hailed Saiki’s appointment
as DHS director and said he
has been willing to tackle the
problems in an “open and
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officer and budget director,
has been filling in as that
agency’s director and chief
operating officer in recent
months.

Saikiwas a deputy director
at the Oregon Department
of Transportation, before
Brown appointed him as
chief operating officer last
year. Saiki also previously
worked 23 years at DHS,
and he told the Statesman
Journal in November that he
heard of problems at Give Us
This Day during his tenure at
the agency. “We had heard
about that, but they had been
investigated and we had
continued to license them at
that point in time. It wasn’t

PENDLETON — Gow.
Kate Brown is visiting
Pendleton on Wednesday,
the first of three stops on a
statewide tour.

The governor will
visit the Pendleton Early
Learning Center at 1:30
p.m., followed by a tour of
Blue Mountain Community
College at 2:50. As part of
her visit, Brown will also
sign House Bill 4037, which
directs the Oregon Business
Development Department
to establish an incentive
program for solar energy.

Brown will travel to
Bend and Eugene later this
week.

manufacturing.

Idaho company
looks to launch
driverless tractors
in months

POCATELLO, Idaho
(AP) — A company started
by a Post Falls seed potato
farmer said it will put a
driverless tractor on an
Idaho field within the next
two months.

Farb Guidance Systems’
first GPS-guided tractor,
which is about half the size
of the normal machine and
has no steering wheel or
seat, will go to a southern

candid way.” the issue that it is now,” . Idaho farmer, the Capital
“Clyde has just been Saiki said, according to the Oregon ]ObleSS Press reported Monday.
great,” Gelser said on newspaper. rate drops below “Companies have
Tuesday. “We're really 5 percent prototypes out there, but
lucky he agreed to stay. The The Capital Bureau is a we believe at this point in
changes I'm seeing are swift  collaboration between EO PORTLAND (AP) — time we’re the world leader
and strong and appropriate.”  Media Group and Pamplin. Oregon’s unemployment in unmanned agricultural
Saiki’s appointment  Borrud can be reached at rate dropped to 4.8 equipment,” company
creates a vacancy at the 503-364-4431 or hborrud@ percent in February, its founder David Farb said.
state’s  Department  of eomediagroup.com. lowest level in more than Farb said his company

Effort to end daylight saving time

By PARIS ACHEN
Capital Bureau

SALEM A Dballot
initiative to end daylight
saving time in Oregon is on
hold until 2017.

Medford resident David
Miles launched a petition
drive in November to abolish
the tradition by 2018.

Miles said his force of
about 20 volunteers was
insufficient to gather the
required 117,578 signatures
to place the measure on
the ballot in November. As
of Sunday, the group had
collected about 1,000 signa-
tures, Miles said.

“We have our sights set
on next year,” Miles said.

“I had to look at it real-
istically, as much as I would
have loved to have it on the
ballot this year,” he added.

Miles said he plans to

“We have our sights set on next year.”
— David Miles, launched petition to end tradition

officer with Jackson County
Sheriff’s Office said he
started the initiative after
feeling tired of complaining
every year about losing
sleep and adjusting clocks
and deciding he should do
something about it.

Adjusting  the  clock
forward in the spring may
cause spikes in workplace
accidents and traffic crashes,
according to multiple bodies
of research, including one by
the University of Colorado.

A University of Cali-
fornia Berkeley study found
that a two-month extension
of daylight saving time in
Australia during the Sydney
Olympic Games in 2000
failed to curtail electricity
demand.

start a GoFundMe page to
raise money to hire paid
petitioners next year.

The community service

Lawmakers in several
states, including California,
have proposed alternatives
to daylight saving changes

or asked that voters decide
on whether to keep the
practice.

“What I would really
like to see the country say
is enough is enough and end
daylight saving nationally,”
Miles said.

He said if more states opt
to abolish the practice, there
may be more momentum for
a national change.

Oregon Sen. Kim
Thatcher, R-Keizer, intro-
duced a bill in January 2015
that would have let voters to
decide whether to abolish
daylight saving in 2021.

Dozens of Oregonians
testified in favor of the
measure.

The legislation stalled in
the Senate Rules Committee

20 years, according to

been steadily declining

expects to build 60 tractors

figures released Tuesday this year and has received
by the state Employment commitments for 100.
put On hO ld Department. “We think that once
The jobless rate has these get in the dirt that it

will be an explosive-type

Thatcher’s office. since reaching a peak of market,” Farb said. “It’s

The country had an nearly 12 percent in the pretty hard to say no to it
on-and-off-again relation- spring of 2009, a time at the cost and what it does
ship with daylight saving when Oregon was crushed  for you.”

time until 1966 when
Congress codified it to try to
simplify a confusing patch-
work of different time zones
across the country. Indi-
vidual states were allowed

by the recession. The state
labor force has grown by
nearly 100,000 in the past
two years, driven largely
by people moving from
California and elsewhere,

Sensors alert farmers
of equipment problems on
the tractors, which start at
$160,000 and have been
tested on Farb’s farm. He
plans to use the machines

to opt out. Arizona, Hawaii and finding work. in his regular farming
and some U.S. territories Oregon added 4,300 operations come spring.
have chosen to remain on jobs last month, led by Farb is working with

standard time.

The No More Daylight
Saving Time in Oregon
initiative was the first that
Miles sponsored.

“I'm not upset it didn’t
get on the ballot,” he said.
“I learned a lot. I understand
that some of my goals were
unrealistic. It’ll give me
more of an ability to be
successful next time.”

In the meantime, he
maintains a Facebook page

the construction industry,
after a gain of more than
9,000 jobs in January. That
has sent the jobless rate
plummeting to a mark last
seen in April 1995.

The U.S. unemployment
rate for February was 4.9
percent.

Besides construction,
other major industries

equipment dealers and
a large southern Idaho
dealership to create a
maintenance network.
He also is looking at
partnering with Idaho State
University on research.
Technology instructor
Darren Leavitt said
students could intern in
map design.

because some lawmakers
were concerned about being
out of sync with Washington
and California, according to

where he’ll give supporters

updates on the effort.
https://www.facebook.

com/nomoredstinoregon/
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