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By JOHN MARSHALL
Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — Oregon is 
a o  1 seed or the rst ti e in 
rogra  history  i a  Oregon 

State is back in the bracket for
the rst ti e in a generation, ed 
by the son of the schoo s greatest

ayer
or er ri a s Te as and Te as

A M cou d rekind e their hate
hate re ationshi  ith a in, art
of a ig 12 the ed ortion of the
bracket.

And uke and  i
ington are ea ing orth aro ina
to ay each other in hode s and
of a  aces.

e , it s going to be a i d 
est egion in the AA Tour

na ent.
t starts ith those high ying

Ducks.
o ing off a s ee  of the 

ac 12 regu ar season and 
tourna ent tit es, eighth ranked 
Oregon 2 6  is the to  seed in 
the est and i  ay in S okane
against the o y ross Southern 

inner fro  the irst our. 
Despite their best season

in 77 years, the Ducks are the
east hyped top seed, and got a 
ot ess attention than so e o. 

2 seeds ike Michigan State and 
Vi ano a. ut the 57 in o er
12th ranked tah in the ac 12 

na  prope ed the Ducks to o. 
1 in the West.

 ou dn t ant to p ay the ,
 kno  that,  tah coach Larry 
rystko iak said after Saturday 

night s ga e in Las Vegas.
Ok aho a is the o. 2 seed, 

Te as A M is third, Duke fourth
and ay or fth in the region 
that i  conc ude in Anahei , 

a ifornia, March 2 26.
Get past the irst our inner,

Oregon i  o e on to face 
the inner bet een At antic 10 
cha pion St. oseph s 27 7  and

incinnati 22 10 .
We re certain y p eased ith

here e re at, but e re not 
satis ed,  Oregon coach Dana 
A t an said.

Ok aho a 25 7  and nationa
p ayer of the year front runner 

uddy ie d i  start the AA
Tourna ent c ose to ho e, facing

a  State akers e d 2  ust 
20 i es up the road in Ok aho a
City.

The si th ranked Sooners ere
on pace to be a No. 1 seed, but a
ast second oss to West Virginia

in the ig 12 se i na s — after 
a id court hea e by ie d as 
o erturned upon re ie  — eft 
the  at No. 2.

Get past Ca  State akers e d,
and Ok aho a i  p ay the 

inner bet een Oregon State 
1 12  and At antic 10 runner up

VC  2 10 . The ea ers ended
a 26 year NCAA Tourna ent 
drought and ere one of a confer
ence record se en ac 12 tea s.

t s fun to ha e the ea ers 
go dancing again,  Oregon State 
guard Gary ayton  said.

After that, the Sooners ay 
face so e fa i iar foes, ith 
three other ig 12 tea s and 
for er ig 12 e ber Te as 
A M p aying in the West egion.

Te as 20 12  had a terri c 
rebound season in its rst year 
under coach Shaka S art and 

i  take on Missouri Va ey 
cha pion Northern o a 22 12
in Ok aho a City. 

That cou d set up a possib e 
ri a ry rekind ing ga e.

Te as and Te as A M ere 
ongti e ri a s before the Aggies

o e to the SEC four years ago, 
and cou d p ay in the second 
round.

The 17th ranked Aggies 
26 , ho ost to entucky in 

the SEC tit e ga e, ha e their 
highest seeding as a progra  
and i  face ori on League 
cha pion Green ay 2 12  in 
the opening ga e. Te as A M is

0 against tea s fro  the ig 12
this season.

ou ook at our schedu e and
ho e e beaten, e p ayed so 
e  in the tourna ent here and 

ost to a rea y good entucky 
tea , basica y in their ho e 
court,  Te as A M coach i  

ennedy said. So e re p aying
e  no . We re e cited about it.

ay or 22 11  opens ith 
a potentia y dif cu t ga e in 

ro idence, hode s and, facing
y League cha pion a e 

22 6 , hich is in the NCAA 
Tourna ent for the rst ti e 
since 1 62, despite the dis issa  
of tea  captain ack Montague. 

The ears ost four of si  to 
end the season and fe  to Georgia
State as a No.  seed ast season, 
so they re ary of taking anyone
ight y.

Ducks top 
out West 
for rst 
No. 1 seed

Men’s College Basketball

By ANNE M. PETERSON
Associated Press

ust t o seasons ago, Oregon 
State as in such disarray that ne  
head coach Wayne Tink e he d 
open tryouts to bui d a roster. 

No  the ea ers are headed 
to the NCAA Tourna ent for the 

rst ti e in 26 years. A se enth 
seed in the West egion, Oregon 
State i  face VC  on riday in 
Ok aho a City. 

t ust says a ot about the 
peop e here and hat can be done 

hen you ock ar s, and buy in and 
ork together,  Tink e said. 
Tink e as hired in spring 201  

to take o er for Craig obinson, 
rst ady Miche e Oba a s 

brother. obinson spent si  years at 
Oregon State but as ne er ab e to 
take the tea  further than the C  
tourna ent in the postseason. 

Tink e s task as — and sti  
is — daunting. estore the uster to 
the once proud progra  that ent to 
the NCAA Tourna ent eight ti es 
bet een 1 0 0. That run inc uded 

a ph Mi er s Orange E press 
tea  in 1 1 that ent 26 2.  

Tink e ca e to the ea ers 
fro  Montana, here he ed the 
Gri ies to the tourna ent three 
ti es during his eight year tenure. 
Montana nished be o  .500 on y 
once under Tink e, but he as 
unab e to ead the Gri ies to 
ictory in a tourna ent ga e. 

He inherited an Oregon State 
tea  that had gone 16 16 the 
pre ious season and as ousted 
in the rst round of the C  by 

adford. The roster as deci ated 
by graduation and transfers, and 
had no returning starters.

After open tryouts, Tink e 
asse b ed a tea  that inc uded 
se en a k ons. So it as a big 
surprise hen those p ayers ent 
on to in a record 15 straight ho e 
ga es at Gi  Co iseu  and nish 
17 1 . 

This season the ea ers ent 
1 12 o era  and nished si th 
in the tough ac 12, hich sent a 
record se en tea s to the NCAA 
Tourna ent. Oregon State s 
ictory o er Ari ona State to open 

the conference tourna ent ike y 
sea ed the tea s postseason bid. 

ut the ea ers  path to the ig 
Dance as hard y s ooth. 

n anuary, senior for ard ar a  
eid as suspended at east four 

ga es for tripping a referee ate in 
a oss to tah. efore the na  road 
trip of the season, the ea ers ost 
fresh an for ard Tres Tink e, the 
coach s son, to a foot in ury. 

Oregon State ost e of si  
ga es in anuary, but a ast second 

in against tah sparked a resur
gence. The ea ers trai ed 6 6  

hen Stephen Tho pson r. as 
fou ed by tah s randon Tay or 

on a ast second ha f court atte pt. 
He ade a  three free thro s.

Tho pson, the son of assistant 
coach Stephen Tho pson, a so 

ade a bu er beating pointer 
against Washington as the ea ers 

on si  of the regu ar season s na  
nine ga es. 

The big thing as our guys 
understood that they needed to 
isten and do things our ay instead 

of trying to do it their ay. We 
beca e a uch better tea . We 
gre  through so e ad ersity and 
so e of the gro ing pains,  Tink e 
said. Guys stopped orrying about 

hether they ere starters or ho  
any inutes they ere p aying. 

They bought in.
The ea ers ha e been ed by 

senior guard Gary ayton , son of 
the for er N A great, ho tops the 
tea  ith 15.  points, 7.  rebounds 
and 5.1 assists per ga e. 

The ast ti e the ea ers ent 
to the NCAA Tourna ent, in 1 0, 
the e der Gary ayton as on the 
roster. 

t s ust incredib e. We put in 
hard ork the ast t o years and 
ust had the sa e indset, keep 

batt ing e ery day, in practice, and 
in e ery ga e,  the younger ayton 
said. ust batt e. And it s paid off. 

ut e re not done, you kno
Tink e had been under the 

eather the past se era  days, 
hich ade the ait for Sunday s 

announce ent e en ore dif cu t. 
No  that it has co e and gone, 
 thri ed for our guys,  Tink e 

said. No  e can o e on to the 
ogistics of getting stuff on VC , 

setting up tra e  p ans, a tra e  
party, but ost i portant y, putting 
a ga e p an in p ace.

Tinkle has Beavers in the Big Dance
In this 
March 5, 
2016, ile 
photo, 
Oregon 
State 
head 
coach 
Wayne 
Tinkle re-
acts after 
his team 
builds 
a lead 
against 
UCLA at 
an NCAA 
college 
basketball 
game in 
Los Ange-
les. 
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By JOHN MARSHALL
Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — The ac 12 
cha pionship got its ar uee 

atchup, pitting the top t o tea s 
fro  the regu ar season against each 
other in the e ectric at osphere of 
MGM Grand Garden Arena.

Oregon turned it into a Duck 
dynasty. 

Ty er Dorsey scored 2  points, 
Di on rooks added 1  and No. 
 Oregon ade it an ear y rout, 

ro ing o er No. 12 tah 57 on 
Saturday night.

t as ust our night,  Oregon 
coach Dana A t an said. Not the 
ga e e anticipated, but e ust 
got on a ro  and that happens.

Oregon 2 6  on the regu
ar season tit e and tah 26  as 

right behind. They he d up through 
the conference tourna ent, setting 
up a atchup orthy of a neon 

ar uee on the Strip.
The Ducks turned it into a 

ya ay, putting on a defensi e 
sho  to s eep conference regu
ar season and tourna ent tit es for 

the rst ti e.
Harassing the Utes across the 

court and u ping into passing 
anes, the Ducks had 1  stea s and 

scored 2  points off the Utes  20 
turno ers. 

Oregon as ust as good on 
offense, shooting 52 percent hi e 

aking 11 of 22 fro  point range 

in its eighth straight in. Chris 
Boucher had 15 points and tourna

ent MV  E gin Cook added 11 
ith si  assists.
The Ducks a so scored 2  points 

off 17 offensi e rebounds and had 
16 assists ith se en turno ers 
to in their fourth ac 12 tit e in 
the second ost opsided ga e in 
tourna ent history.

The do inating perfor ance 
ga e Oregon its best record after  
ga es since 1  and put it in 
position for a potentia  No. 1 seed 
in the NCAA Tourna ent.

 ou dn t ant to p ay the . 
 kno  that,  Utah coach Larry 
rystko iak said.
After a surprising run to ast 

year s tit e ga e, the Ducks ha e 
beco e the ac 12 s do inant 
force, their ock of beat you off
the dribb e high yers causing 

atchup prob e s for anyone ho 
tries to stop the .

No. 8 Oregon routs No. 12 Utah in Pac-12 championship
Oregon 
forward 
Dillon 
Brooks 
holds 
up part 
of the 
net after 
Oregon 
defeated 
Utah 
Saturday 
in Las 
Vegas. 
Oregon 
won 88-
57. 
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