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By DOUG FERGUSON
Associated Press

PALM HARBOR, Fla.  — 
Jordan Spieth feels his game is in 
about the same spot as last year 
going into the Valspar Champion-
ship, which turned out to be the 
start of big run that carried him all 
the way to a green jacket.

The difference is that eight-shot 
victory to start the year in Hawaii, 
and the expectations that came 
along with it.

Spieth knew he was going to be 
a target this year. He is No. 1 in the 
world, the Masters and U.S. Open 
champion who made a bold pursuit 
of the Grand Slam. And then he 

and winning felt easy.
Maybe too easy.
“You want to set high-end, 

borderline unrealistic expecta-
tions for yourself because if you 
get anywhere close to it you’re 
going to be there,” Spieth said 
Wednesday. “But there’s a balance 

learning experience this year.”
A year ago, Spieth had three top 

10s, a missed cut at Torrey Pines 
and a tie for 17th at Doral, a course 
that doesn’t seem to suit him or 
anyone else who doesn’t hammer 
tee shots 300 yards in the air.

Throw out the eight-shot win at 
Kapalua this year, and Spieth has 
a pair of top 10s, a missed cut and 
another tie for 17th at Doral.

Spieth is the defending cham-
pion at the Valspar Championship, 
which gets lost among the Florida 
Swing on the PGA Tour but still 

because of the Copperhead Course 
at Innisbrook. Henrik Stenson, 

Patrick Reed, Danny Willett and 
Branden Grace give the tourna-

tough par saves last year to get 
into a three-man playoff, and he 
beat Reed and Sean O’Hair with 
a 30-foot birdie on the third extra 
hole. He followed with runner-up 

Houston, and then he went wire-to-
wire at the Masters and tied Tiger 
Woods’ record score.

Repeating is never easy at any 
tournament, let alone a stretch of 
four of them.

“I’ve actually been off to a 
better start in 2016 than I was in 
2015,” Spieth said. “I feel like I’m 
in a better place. ... Really need to 
get my putter going. Hasn’t really 

quite gone in yet. But they will.”
Even so, it seems as though his 

game hasn’t been as sharp. In his 

10 shots behind at Pebble Beach, 
missed the cut at Riviera after the 
worst opening round (79) of his 
young PGA Tour career, and then 

It was last week at Doral that 
Spieth learned to temper his expec-
tations, and the Blue Monster at 
Trump National Doral was the 
perfect place for that.

“That course is going to make 
you ... it’s really bad for play-
er-caddie relationships, as well as 
player-golf club relationships,” 
Spieth said with a laugh. “You 
don’t like your caddie or your 
clubs after that week. But I set 
lower expectations given I don’t 

me.”
It was the two months in 

between that caused so much 
frustration.

Spieth was 30-under par at 
Kapalua — the second-lowest 
score to par in PGA Tour history 
for a 72-hole tournament — and 
headed overseas ready to conquer 

Dhabi and was runner-up in the 
Singapore Open. That wasn’t bad. 
It just didn’t feel good enough.

“I certainly think the expecta-
tions that I put on myself were too 
high because of Hawaii, and I kind 
of needed to dial it back a little bit,” 
he said. “I just thought that each 
part of my game, and especially 
my putting, would be like that each 
time if I put in the same amount 
of work. But sometimes, different 
factors inhibit that.”

Each week is one step closer to 

is true for more players than just 
Spieth.

Stenson is in the middle of 
three straight weeks (he’ll skip 
the Dell Match Play) until going 
to Houston and then Augusta. 
Graeme McDowell is playing four 
straight weeks before taking a 
week off before Augusta.

Innisbrook is nothing like 
Augusta National except for the 
quality of shots that must be hit. 
For some, that’s enough.

“I’m a believer than good golf 
leads to more good golf,” Matt 
Kuchar said. “I’m a believer in 
focusing on the present and trying 
to play your very best this week 
and the better your result is this 
week, the better that will lead to 
next week and the week after and 
down the road and to Augusta.”

Spieth looking to dial back the expectations
Golf

(AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)

Zach Johnson, right,  interrupts Jordan Spieth, left, who was about 
to hit from the third tee during the second round of the Cadillac 
Championship golf tournament, Friday, March 4, 2016, in Doral, Fla. 

Pro Basketball

By JANIE MCCAULEY
Assocaited Press

OAKLAND, Calif. — 
Stephen Curry made a zippy 
crossover to shed his defender
then banked in a 55-footer at 
the halftime buzzer, and the
Golden State Warriors extended
their record regular-season
home winning streak to 46 by
beating the Utah Jazz 115-94 on
Wednesday night. 

Klay Thompson scored 23
points while Curry wound up 
with 12 points and 10 assists
on a quiet night in which he

Draymond Green added 17 

assists as Golden State (57-6)
improved to 28-0 at Oracle 
Arena this season. 

Curry is 4 for 11 on shots 
from 40-plus feet (36.4 percent)
this season and 13 of 27 (48.1) 
from 30 feet and beyond. He

quarter assists.
Trey Burke led the Jazz with

18 points off the bench, while 
Rudy Gobert had 15 rebounds.

points 3:12 before halftime to

since Nov. 23, 2012, at Denver.

half court as the clock expired .

Warriors win 
46th straight 
at home

Pro Football

By TIM BOOTH
Associated Press

The Seattle Seahawks
retained one of their key defen-
sive starters by agreeing to terms
with cornerback Jeremy Lane.

Lane and the Seahawks
reached agreement on the deal
on Wednesday night after the
opening of free agency. Terms
were not released by the team.
NFL.com reported it was a four-
year deal.

Lane quickly moved into the
starting lineup opposite Richard
Sherman last season after he

arm and knee injuries suffered
in Seattle’s Super Bowl loss to
New England. Lane’s perfor-
mance was impressive enough
that Seattle benched and later
cut veteran Cary Williams.

Lane appeared in six regu-
lar-season games and started
both of Seattle’s playoff games
last season. Since being a sixth-
round pick of the Seahawks in
2012, Lane has started six of 41 
career games.

Lane suffered a serious 
broken arm and a torn ACL on
the same play of Super Bowl
49 after he intercepted Tom
Brady, but was injured as he
was tackled near the sideline on
the return. He started the 2015 
season on the physically unable 
to perform list before returning
in Week 12.

“It was tough watching
because last year at Super Bowl
time I knew I had a good oppor-
tunity before that game the next
year that I would probably be
the starting corner, but then I got
hurt,” Lane said after the season.
“I knew it would be a long 
journey, but I never gave up and 

I’m grateful for it.”
Lane becomes the second

defensive starter the Seahawks
have retained this week after
locking up defensive tackle
Ahtyba Rubin on a three-year
contract on Monday.

The decision to keep Lane 
indicates the importance Seattle
has placed on keeping players
developed through its system
rather than adding from the
outside — especially in the
secondary. 

Williams was the most recent
example of a defensive back
being brought in, but struggling
to learn Seattle’s defensive
system and the technique played
by the cornerbacks.

Having been developed by
Seattle, Lane fully understands
the system and what is required
of playing in one of the top 
defensive back units in the NFL.

“I think I showed enough,
but I didn’t show all I’ve got,”
Lane said. “I’ve still got more
in me. I felt like I was getting 
better every week.”

Seahawks 
agree to 
terms with 
CB Lane

Local Slate
PREP GIRLS BASKETBALL

Today
Hermiston vs. Bend (at Gill Coliseum, Corvallis), 9 a.m.
Saturday
Hermiston vs. TBD (at Gill Coliseum, Corvallis), TBD

Basketball
NCAA

Men
Pac-12
Wednesday’s Games
Washington 91, Stanford 68
Colorado 80, Washington State 56
USC 95, UCLA 71
Oregon State 75, Arizona State 66

CONFEREENCE TOURNAMENTS
ACC
Second Round
No. 17 Duke 92, NC State 89
Pittsburgh 72, Syracuse 71
Georgia Tech 88, Clemson 85
ATLANTIC 10
First round
Saint Louis 83, George Mason 78
La Salle 88, Duquesne 73
BIG 12
First Round
Kansas State 75, Oklahoma State 71
TCU 67, Texas Tech 62
BIG EAST
First round
Georgetown 70, DePaul 53
Marquette 101, St. John’s 93
BIG TEN
First round
Illinois 85, Minnesota 52
Nebraska 89, Rutgers 72
CONFERENCE USA
Second round
Western Kentucky 84, North Texas 76
Old Dominion 72, Florida Atlantic 46
Charlotte 79, Rice 69
UTEP 85, Florida International 77
MEAC
Quarterinals
Hampton 83, Morgan State 81
Norfolk State 66, NC Central 47
MOUNTAIN WEST
First round
Utah State 88, Wyoming 70
UNLV 108, Air Force 102 (3OT)
Colorado State 80, San Jose St. 61
PATRIOT
Championship
Holy Cross 59, Lehigh 56
SEC
First round
Tennessee 97, Auburn 59

SWAC
Quarterinal
Mississippi Valley St. 64, Alcorn State 61
Texas Southern 77, Alabama A&M 69
SOUTHLAND
First round
SE Louisiana 84, New Orleans 74
Nicholls State 94, McNeese State 90 (2OT)

Women’s
ATLANTIC SUN
Semiinals
Florida Gulf Coast 61, Stetson 46
Jacksonville 67, South Carolina Upstate 56
BIG SKY
Quarterinals
Idaho State 52, Montana State 50
North Dakota 65, Montana 62
Eastern Washington 100, Sacramento St. 97
Idaho 86, Weber State 83
BIG WEST
Quarterinal
Long Beach State 54, Cal Poly 52
UC Davis 71, UC Santa Barbara 67 
CONFERENCE USA
Second round
UAB 64, Southern Mississippi 46
Old Dominion 62, North Texas 55
Rice 72, Louisiana Tech 67
Marshall 76, Florida International 44
COLONIAL ATHLETIC CONFERENCE
First round 

Charleston 71, UNC Wilmington 62
Towson 71, William & Mary 65
MID-AMERICAN
Quarterinal
Buffalo 72, Ohio 60
Akron 73, Toledo 71 (OT)
Central Michigan 66, Western Michigan 62
Eastern Michigan 67, Ball State 53
MEAC
Quarterinal
South Carolina State 56, Bethune-Cookman 48
North Carolina A&T 67, Florida A&M 50
MOUNTAIN WEST
Semiinals
Colorado State 60, New Mexico 42
NEC
Semiinals
Robert Morris 72, Bryant 59
Sacred Heart 92, St. Francis (PA) 71
SWAC
Quarterinal
Southern 61, Alcorn State 57
Alabama State 88, Alabama A&M 72
SUN BELT
Quarterinals
Arkansas State 81, Appalachian State 61
Troy 62, South Alabama 49
Arkansas Little-Rock 62, Texas State 50
UL-Lafayette 59, UT-Arlington 53
WAC
Quarterinal

Utah Valley 61, UMKC 53
UT Rio Grande Valley 60, Chicago State 52
CSU Bakersield 62, Seattle 55

NBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division
 W L Pct GB
Toronto 42 20 .677 —
Boston 39 26 .600 4½
New York 27 39 .409 17
Brooklyn 18 46 .281 25
Philadelphia 8 56 .125 35
Southeast Division
 W L Pct GB
Miami 37 27 .578 —
Atlanta 36 28 .563 1
Charlotte 35 28 .556 1½
Washington 30 33 .476 6½
Orlando 27 36 .429 9½
Central Division
 W L Pct GB
Cleveland 45 18 .714 —
Indiana 34 30 .531 11½
Chicago 32 30 .516 12½
Detroit 33 31 .516 12½
Milwaukee 27 38 .415 19
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division
 W L Pct GB
x-San Antonio 54 10 .844 —
Memphis 38 26 .594 16
Dallas 33 32 .508 21½
Houston 32 32 .500 22
New Orleans 24 39 .381 29½
Northwest Division
 W L Pct GB
Oklahoma City 44 20 .688 —
Portland 34 31 .523 10½
Utah 29 35 .453 15
Denver 26 38 .406 18
Minnesota 20 45 .308 24½
Paci�c Division
 W L Pct GB
x-Golden State 57 6 .905 —
L.A. Clippers 41 22 .651 16
Sacramento 25 38 .397 32
Phoenix 17 47 .266 40½
L.A. Lakers 14 51 .215 44

x-clinched playoff spot
———
Wednesday’s Games
Boston 116, Memphis 96
Houston 118, Philadelphia 104
Charlotte 122, New Orleans 113
Milwaukee 114, Miami 108
Detroit 102, Dallas 96
New York 128, Phoenix 97
Oklahoma City 120, L.A. Clippers 108
Cleveland 120, Sacramento 111
Golden State 115, Utah 94
Today’s Games

Atlanta at Toronto, 4:30 p.m.
Chicago at San Antonio, 5 p.m.
Phoenix at Denver, 6 p.m.
Cleveland at L.A. Lakers, 7:30 p.m.

Hockey
NHL

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Tampa Bay 67 39 23 5 83 185 160
Boston 68 38 23 7 83 208 184
Florida 66 36 21 9 81 181 161
Detroit 66 32 23 11 75 167 177
Ottawa 68 31 29 8 70 196 212
Montreal 67 31 30 6 68 183 188
Buffalo 68 27 32 9 63 162 185
Toronto 66 22 33 11 55 159 197
Metropolitan Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Washington 67 49 14 4 104 217 155
N.Y. Rangers 67 39 22 6 84 192 173
N.Y. Islanders 65 37 20 8 82 189 163
Pittsburgh 66 34 24 8 76 180 168
Philadelphia 65 31 23 11 73 167 174
Carolina 67 30 26 11 71 165 181
New Jersey 67 31 29 7 69 148 170
Columbus 67 28 31 8 64 178 208
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Chicago 68 41 21 6 88 193 163
Dallas 68 40 20 8 88 218 196
St. Louis 68 39 20 9 87 173 166
Nashville 68 34 21 13 81 187 173
Colorado 69 35 30 4 74 186 195
Minnesota 67 31 26 10 72 177 169
Winnipeg 66 27 34 5 59 171 198
Paci�c Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Anaheim 66 37 20 9 83 165 154
Los Angeles 66 40 22 5 84 179 152
San Jose 66 37 23 6 80 198 174
Vancouver 66 26 28 12 64 160 190
Arizona 67 28 32 7 63 177 210
Calgary 67 28 34 5 61 181 209
Edmonton 69 26 36 7 59 167 204
———
Wednesday’s Games
Toronto 4, N.Y. Islanders 3, SO
St. Louis 3, Chicago 2, SO
Calgary 3, Nashville 2, OT
Colorado 3, Anaheim 0
Vancouver 3, Arizona 2, OT
Los Angeles 4, Washington 3, OT
Today’s Games
Carolina at Boston, 4 p.m.
Buffalo at Montreal, 4:30 p.m.
Winnipeg at Detroit, 4:30 p.m.
Ottawa at Florida, 4:30 p.m.
Edmonton at Minnesota, 5 p.m.
New Jersey at San Jose, 7:30 p.m.

SCOREBOARD

Continued from 1B

Devils.
The Beavers appeared to be on 

good NCAA Tournament footing 
heading into Las Vegas, yet when 
it’s been 26 years since the last time 
in the bracket, no need to take any 
chances. 

And with fellow bubble team 
Monmouth failing to get the auto-
matic bid in the Metro Atlantic 
Athletic Conference, a second loss 
to the struggling Sun Devils would 
not look good on their resume. 

Arizona State had one of its best 
games of the season in the teams’ 
only meeting, shooting 59 percent 
while blowing Oregon State out 
86-68 in Tempe. 

The Beavers dominated early in 
the rematch, racing out to a 15-4 
lead as the Sun Devils missed 14 of 

Arizona State didn’t get any 

goals — on 26 attempts — while 
going 1 for 11 from the 3-point arc. 

Yet at halftime, the Sun Devils 
were still within 32-23. 

That’s because the Beavers had 
their own shooting issues. They hit 

of 15 from 3-point range. 
Arizona State made a couple of 

shots to open the second half and 
pull within six. Oregon State started 

with a 7-0 run to go up 42-28. 

back, pulling to six or seven a few 
times, but couldn’t hit the big shot 
when they needed it as the Beavers 

stretched the lead.  
WHAT’S NEXT 
Oregon State moves on to face 

No. 3 see California in the quarter-

WASHINGTON 91, STAN-
FORD 68 — At Las Vegas, 
Dejounte Murray scored 25 points, 
Marquese Chriss had 18 and 10 
rebounds, and Washington routed 
Stanford 91-68 Wednesday in the 
opening game of the Pac-12 tour-
nament.

Washington (18-13) entered the 
Pac-12 tournament hoping boost its 

slim NCAA Tournament chances. 
The eighth-seeded Huskies got off 
to a strong start against Stanford, 
building a 17-point lead in the 

Washington continued to pour 
it on after that opening burst, 
shooting 50 percent to earn a spot 
in Thursday’s second round against 
top-seeded Oregon.

Andrew Andrews had 14 points, 
nine rebounds and nine assists for 
the Huskies.

USC 95, UCLA 71 — At Las 
Vegas, Bennie Boatwright scored 

19 points, Jordan McLaughlin 
added 18 and Southern California 
beat rival UCLA for the third time 
this season, rolling over the Bruins 
95-71 on Wednesday night in the 
opening round of the Pac-12 tour-
nament.

USC (21-11) raced away from 
the Bruins from the opening tip, 
shooting its way to a 19-point 
halftime lead and into Thursday’s 

Utah. 
Boatwright hit 5 of 9 from 

3-point range and the seventh-
seeded Trojans went 11 for 23 
beyond the arc to win three straight 
games over the Bruins in the same 

USC had not beaten UCLA three 
times in a season since going 3-1 in 
1954.

COLORADO 80, WASH-
INGTON STATE 56 — George 
King scored 17 of his 21 points 

run away from Washington State 
for an 80-56 victory Wednesday in 
the opening round of the Pac-12 
tournament.

Colorado (22-10) took advantage 
of Washington State’s persistent 
double teams on Josh Scott, working 
the ball around for open shots while 
building a 19-point halftime lead.

King got many of those, shooting 

on to meet No. 4 seed Arizona in 

BEAVERS: Washington sets up meeting with Oregon in next round

AP Photo/John Locher

Oregon State center Cheikh N’diaye, Arizona State forward Eric 
Jacobsen, Arizona State forward Obinna Oleka and Oregon State 
forward Jarmal Reid, from left, vie for a rebound during the second 
half of an NCAA college basketball game in the �rst round of the 
Pac-12 men’s tournament Wednesday, March 9, 2016, in Las Vegas. 


