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HERMISTON HEADED TO STATE
5A GIRLS BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT/1B

By JADE MCDOWELL
East Oregonian

Re e t  o  a  o  a  
ho e e  a  o  O  R er 
Roa  ere tre a e  r a  

or  ro  the ro ert   
the at a Co t  her  
O  e.

A  o t  or er  a   
eo  ora e e t  e  o  

h o  a  ro e  et  o t 
o  the he  a  thre  the  

to a  o er  o  ter, 
o e o  the a  re e t  

stood on the side of the road with 
their e on in s shed into a 
i e.

We don t now where to 
o,  Ta  a e said.

he and her o friend hi i  
Martine  a ed that s ot  the 

ati a Ri er ho e for a o t 
 e onths, she esti ated, after 
ein  e i ted fro  their re io s 
a in  s ot a on  the ri er 
ehind ati a Hi h hoo .

A o t two wee s a o, she 
said, so e eo e who said the  
wor ed for the state a e and 

to d the  the  needed to o e 
to hi her ro nd e a se the 
ri er was oin  to  ood. That t
the  oser to the road, and their
in reased isi i it  enerated 
o aints.

a e said eo e fro  the 
o nit  had sto ed  in 

re ent wee s with food and 
an ets. t an  eo e want

the ho e ess o t of si ht and 
out of mind.”

The  don t now how to 

Homeless camp cleared out

Photo contributed by Ryan Lehnert / staff photo by E.J. Harris

Pendleton Police Cpl. Ryan Lehnert knows i rsthand the struggles that many combat veterans go through. Lehnert was a platoon sergeant with the 
Oregon National Guard and served a tour of duty in Iraq in 2004.

Tammy Page and 
Phillip Martinez 
stand with their 

belongings on 
the side of Old 

River Road after 
the Umatilla 

County Sheriff’s 
ofi ce evicted 

them from a sec-
tion of riverbank 
where they had 

been living.

Staff photo by 

Jade McDowell

After the war

By KATHY ANEY
East Oregonian

R an ehnert remem ers the 
moment in 2004 when an arti er  
ro et shattered his sense of ontro .

ehnert had arri ed in Ira  a wee  
ear ier to ead a atoon of Ore on 
Arm  Nationa  uard so diers 
o atin  and destro in  roadside 
om s near Kir u . Durin  those 

ear  da s, ehnert fe t on  dent 
he and his 0 so diers ou d thwart 
dan er  sim  doin  their o . 
When a ro et anded near him as he 
wa ed a  from how one ni ht, 
his ers e ti e han ed.

I ou d hear the noise in the air 
and see the  ash,” he said. I hit the 
round. The ro et ew u  a out 

100 ards from me. It was ri ht then 
and there I thought, ‘We are not in 
Kansas an more. This is the rea  
dea . This is war. ”

efore he stood a  u , he shot 
a ra er to the man u stairs. It was 
a wa e-u  a , of sorts, a reminder 
of the im ersona  nature and un re-
di ta i it  of modern war. omeone 
a ou e of thousand ards awa  an 

aun h a ro et and i  someone 
without e er seeing their fa e. 

In the ne t ear, ehnert and his 
men wou d s end their da s doing 
re onnaissan e a ong the roads of 
northern Ira , oo ing for an thing 
out of a e that ou d indi ate the 
resen e of e osi es.

You oo  for an  irregu arities 
 new dirt, green ersus rown 

egetation, a dead anima , o d tires, 
a grain sa ,” he said. 

One da , a so dier s otted a white 
wire sti ing out from the seam 
etween a ur  and a sidewa . 
om  te hni ians set a harge and 
ew it u . O asiona , a om  

e oded undete ted. In anuar , a 
so dier in the atoon ost his eg after 

Com at one is hard to ea e ehind

By KATHY ANEY
East Oregonian

It seems ea h war has its own name
for s hiatri  trauma.

In the Ci i  War, so diers suffered 
from so dier s heart. During Wor d 
War I, it was she  sho . In Wor d War
II, it was a ed att e fatigue. in e 

ietnam, we now it as ost-traumati
stress disorder.

The meaning is the same. o diers
ome home haunted  the trauma 

the  e erien ed. That i e  has een
the ase sin e armies  rst fa ed ea h
other on the att e  e d.

PTSD through 
the century•Tuesday, 7 p.m.

•Blue Mountain Commu-
nity College, 2411 NW 
Carden, Pendleton
•Gordon Smith wrote 
“Remembering Garrett” 
about his son’s battle 
with depression and 
suicide, and will lead a 
EO Forum discussion on 
mental health.
Smith, a Pendleton 
native and two-term U.S. 
senator, is president and 
CEO of the National As-
sociation of Broadcast-
ers and operated Smith 
Frozen Foods in Weston 
and now lives with his 
wife, Sharon, in Bethes-
da, Maryland. 

EO Forum on 

Mental Health

Smith 
takes 
Walla 
Walla 

job
REGION/3A

See HOMELESS/10A

See LEHNERT/10A See PTSD/10A

Shellie Tiller 
uncovers 
her eyes 
during tense 
moments of 
the 2A boys 
quarteri -
nal game 
between 
Burns and 
Vernonia on 
Thursday 
night at the 
Pendleton 
Conven-
tion Center. 
Tiller’s son, 
Trace, plays 
for Burns.

Staff photo 

by Kathy Aney

By ANTONIO SIERRA
East Oregonian 

In some wa s, 2016 urns 
High hoo  as et a  wasn t that 
different from 2015. 

oth the o s and gir s teams 
a ed we  in the Wa iti eague 

and made a run in the O AA 2A 
tate as et a  Tournament in 
end eton. 

ut des ite a ontinuum of 
as et a  su ess, the 2016 teams 

had to dea  with e ents that no 
urns s uad had dea t with efore.

rom an. 2 to e . 11, urns 
was transformed from a uiet rura  

ommunit  to the state s fo a  oint 
as se f-des ri ed mi itia mem ers 
o u ied the Ma heur Nationa  
Wi d ife Refuge in rotest of the 
arrests of two o a  ran hers. 

Des ite the internationa  atten-
tion, and the o a  tensions, oa hes 
of oth the o s and gir s teams 
said it wasn t dif  u t to ee  their 

a ers fo used on the tas  at hand.
Whi e the to i  of the o u ation 

ame u  o asiona , most of the 
a ers  attention was on ra ti e 

and the u oming game. 
as et a  was rea  ust ind 

of a re ief,” forward rett ried-
ri hson said. 

Not that the teams weren t 
om ete  unaffe ted, es e ia  

gi en that the Harne  Count  
hoo  Distri t an e ed a wee  of 

Relief from the refuge 
urns as et a  teams 

e erien e su ess 
des ite standoff stress

See BURNS/9A


