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Partly sunny Mostly cloudy with Mostly cloudy, a An afternoon Times of clouds Heppner 63 46 pc 61 43 c
A Hermiston 66 47 pc 64 45 ¢
a few showers shower or two shower in spots and sun John Day 63 48 pc 61 44 sh
Klamath Falls 56 40 pc 52 28 r
La Grande 61 48 pc 59 43 ¢
64° 49° 61° 43° 57° 35° 51° 35° 51° 40° Meacham 58 44 pc 36 40 ¢
Medford 65 46 pc 58 40 r
Newport 59 50 r 57 46 r
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L " - v .o Ontario 63 45 pc 63 48 c
- Seattle | Pasco 66 45 pc 63 46
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57/47 ‘
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through 3 p.m. yesterday 58/44 ke ® > ) ‘ Salem 65 49 pc 58 43 r
TEMPERATURE Aberdeer®  Olympia e B &) Puirman  spokane o NN N . .
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Il?)srt:]g‘:y ggo gc i 59/4?9 ., Kennewick WallaWalla ml;;\:/ana gg ﬂ EE g; 28 ?h National Summary: Snow will exit the mid-Atlantic coast as rain departs the southern
Records 67°(1994) _ 7° (1896) Astoria i #u . 66/46 ® 65/i1 LeW|ston atilllagggéo;slfct}?i?{.hsenggzi;r(]dﬂ;;igr; will push southward through the Upper Midwest. Rain
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Normal month to date 0.10" v 65/45 Beiji
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Year to date 2.66" E)“r& o Salem ;?/(;?nde Hong Kong 70 63 pc 70 64 NATIONAL CITIES
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Corvallis 'z'f T Mexico City 65 44 sh 71 43 pc —
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i " 4 65/46 (in mph) Today Saturday : ' Y - p
24 hours ending 3 p.m. 0.07 Chicago 36 31 pc 41 26 sf  Philadelphia 45 29 sn 46 36 pc
Month to date 0.18" . o Klamath Falls gﬂg Boardman NNE 3-6 SE4-8 Cleveland 35 25 pc 41 26 sn Phoenix 89 59 s 85 61 pc
Normal month to date 0.10" oot Sl el 56/40 NS, Pendleton 54-8 57-14 Dallas 73 48 s 77 54 pc  Portland, ME 32 17 pc 36 21s
Year to date 1.67" / T Denver 61 35 pc 67 38 pc  Providence 39 25 sn 41 26 pc
Last year to date 1.06" Shown is today’s weather. Temperatures are today’s highs and tonight’s lows. UV INDEX TODAY Detroit 36 25 pc 38 25 sn Raleigh 52 32r 59 40 pc
Normal vear to date 237" EIPaso 84 48 s 81 49 pc  Rapid City 59 27 pc 69 38 s
rormatyear REGIONAL FORECAST Fairbanks 19 -25s 21 4 s Reno 65 46 c 61 37 r
SUN AND MOON 1 2 3 2 1 0 Fargo 45 26 sn 42 36 s Sacramento 69 57 ¢ 64 46 r
Sunrise today 6:28a.m.  Coastal Oregon: Mostly cloudy today witha  Eastern Washington: Sun and some clouds Honolulu 83 66 pc 84 69 s St. Louis ) 52 43 pc 58 34 pc
Sunset tonight 5.47 p.m,  Shower in spots. Occasional rain tonight. today. Spotty showers tonight. A couple of 8am.10am. Noon 2pm. 4pm. 6pm, Houston 76 51 s 76 57 pc  SaltLake City 62 40 pc 65 47 ¢
: Ky showers tomorrow. ; Indianapolis 43 34 pc 51 31 ¢ San Diego 68 59 pc 69 60 c
Moonrise today 3:20 a.m. - 0-2,Low  3-5, Moderate  6-7, High; ; ;
. X Jacksonville 68 45 s 73 44 pc  San Francisco 67 58 ¢ 65 53 r
Moonset today 1:08 p.m.  Eastern and Central Oregon: Partly sunny Cascades: Mostly cloudy today. Occasional 8-10, Very High; 11+, Extreme Kansas City 63 35 pc 62 38 s Seattle 57 47 r 57 44 ¢
New First Full Last today.Cloudy tonight with a couple of rain tonight. The higher the AccuWeather.com UV Index™ num-  Las Vegas 79 57 pc 77 59 pc  Tucson 89 52 s 85 53 pc
— . showers, except dry in the south. ber, the greater the need for eye and skin protection.  Little Rock 64 43 s 73 45 pc  Washington,DC 47 32 sn 49 38 pc
- . . ) (¢ . Western Washington: Periods of rain today; ~ Northern California: Mostly cloudy, a Los Angeles 69 56 pc 68 57 ¢ Wichita 73 38 s 69 46 pc
N N s N7 anytimeatthe coast, in the afternoon shower this afternoon. Forecasts and graphics provided by Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain,
Mar8 Mar15 Mar23 Mar31 elsewhere. AccuWeather, Inc. ©2016 sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.
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Semi-truck fire closes 1-84

The cab of a semi-trailer was destroyed by fire Thursday afternoon on
westbound Interstate 84 at Cabbage Hill, east of Pendleton. Pendleton Fire Chief
Mike Cirillo said nobody was hurt, though traffic was delayed for about an hour.

Staff photo by George Plaven

Lodging tax hike passes on final day

By HILLARY BORRUD

Capital Press
SALEM —  Oregon
lawmakers passed a bill

Thursday to nearly double
the statewide tourist lodging
tax and open up new ways to
spend the revenue.

The bill hikes the tax from
1 percent to 1.8 percent until
the end of June 2020, then
reduces it to 1.5 percent in
July 2021.

The votes to pass the bill
in the House and Senate
were among the last actions
lawmakers took before they
adjourned on Thursday. The
bill will head next to Gov.
Kate Brown for her signature.

The legislation clears the
way for the state to subsidize
a world track championship
in Eugene in 2021. Nike and
University of Oregon officials
have pushed for the state to
help pay for the event since
at least 2014 and according
to news reports, the Eugene
nonprofit TrackTown USA
wants the state to provide $25
million for the event.

State law requires the

government to spend at least
80 percent of lodging tax reve-
nues on tourism marketing.
House Bill 4146 allows the
state to spend that money
on any “tourism programs,”
including to subsidize the
costs of events such as the
track championship.

Lawmakers amended the
bill multiple times in response
to criticism from both Port-
land-area tourism officials and
rural legislators.

Rural Republicans said
hotel and motel owners in
their districts did not believe
they would benefit from the
additional tax revenues. At the
same time, tourism officials in
the Portland metropolitan area
worried that doubling the state
lodging tax would put Portland
at a competitive disadvantage
to other cities with lower tax
rates and make it difficult for
local governments to raise
their own tourism taxes.

In response, lawmakers
reduced the size of the tax
increase and created a new
mandate for the state to
allocate 20 percent of the
money to regional tourism

bureaus and 10 percent to
competitive grants. In the
two-year budget that begins in
mid-2017, the bill would raise
a total of $27.4 million in new
tax revenue, according to an
estimate from the Legislative
Revenue Office.

The House passed an
earlier version of the bill last
month. But because a Senate
committee made changes,
lawmakers in both the House
and Senate had to vote on the
bill Thursday in order for it
to pass. The bill passed on an
18-12 vote in the Senate and a
final 38-22 vote in the House.

Sen. Chris Edwards,
D-Eugene, carried the bill
on the floor Thursday and
acknowledged it originated
from TrackTown’s request for
public money.

“We all know this is a bill
that is necessary for Travel
Oregon to be able to better
support the world games
coming to Oregon in 2021,”
Edwards said. “But this bill
in no way assures that Track-
Town and the world games
will be eligible for that money.
There’s a public process.”

Corrections

The East Oregonian works hard to be accurate and sincerely regrets any errors. If
you notice a mistake in the paper, please call 541-966-0818.
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Bundy, 18 others indicted in
range standoff in Nevada

LAS VEGAS (AP) — Federal authorities
rounded up 12 people in five states on
Thursday, bringing to 19 the number of
defendants facing conspiracy, assault and
threats charges in a 2014 armed standoff over
grazing cattle on U.S. land near renegade
cattleman Cliven Bundy’s ranch in southern
Nevada.

Arrests of alleged co-conspirators in
Arizona, Utah, Idaho, Oklahoma and New
Hampshire came after a federal grand jury in
Las Vegas expanded an indictment already
filed against Bundy. It also names two adult
Bundy sons and five other men already in
federal custody following the end of a nearly
six-week armed occupation of a wildlife
refuge in Oregon.

Court documents accuse the men of
leading more than 200 followers into an
armed confrontation that forced federal
Bureau of Land Management agents and
contract cowboys to abandon an effort to
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corral and remove Bundy cattle from federal
lands where he was accused of letting them
graze for decades without paying federal fees.

Sheriff: Man taking selfies with
gun fatally shoots himself

CONCRETE, Wash. (AP) — A
43-year-old man has died after authorities say
he accidentally shot himself in the face while
taking selfies.

The Skagit Valley Herald reports the
man and his girlfriend were photographing
themselves with the weapon on Sunday at a
residence when he shot himself.

Skagit County Sheriff’s Office Patrol Chief
Chad Clark says the woman reported that she
and the man had taken photos with the gun
several times that day and that the man had
loaded and unloaded bullets multiple times.

Clark says a bullet apparently remained in
the gun the final time he fired.

The death is being investigated as
accidental. The man’s name has not been
released.

Tell your favorite graduate
how proud you are in our
Graduation 2016
special section in the
East Oregonian and
Hermiston Herald
& share their
"Then" & "Now" Photos!

Publishes: May 28™in the EO &

June 1¢in the HH

Send in your text and photos to

cmcclellan@eastoregonian.com or bring to
Chris at the East Oregonian office by May 18™.
Mailing address: Attn: Chris McClellan
211 SE Byers Ave., Pendleton, OR 97801
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