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Detectives catch murder suspect

Walla Walla police
indict gang member

By PHIL WRIGHT
East Oregonian

Walla Walla police arrested
a man for the July 2015 murder
of Guadalupe Jose Diaz in
Milton-Freewater.

Umatilla  County  District
Attorney Dan Primus said that
on Tuesday a grand jury indicted
George Rodriguez Cantu, 23, of
Walla Walla, for murder, unlawful
use of a weapon and unlawful
possession of a firearm. A judge
then issued a warrant for Cantu’s
arrest.

Cantu is a gang member
who goes by the name “Flaco,”
according to a written state-
ment from Walla Walla police
spokesman Tim Bennett.

Detectives with the Walla
Walla police gang unit and the

MILTON-FREEWATER

apprehension team waited to
nab Cantu until he drove from
his work Tuesday at 5:25 p.m.,
Bennett reported. Police stopped
Cantu in his vehicle in the area of
Alder and Clinton streets and took
him into custody without incident.
A Milton-Freewater police detec-
tive later questioned Cantu.

Milton-Freewater police Chief
Doug Boedigheimer in a written
statement said the arrest was “the
culmination of a complex investi-
gation” involving detectives from
the Umatilla/Morrow  County
major crime team and Walla
Walla police and the assistance
of the Umatilla County District
Attorney’s Office.

Walla Walla police detectives
Tuesday night also arrested gang
member Johnny  “Knuckles”
Alexander Jimenez, 20, at his
residence on West Maple Street,
Walla Walla, on a Umatilla County
warrant for felon in possession of
a firearm. Then detectives went

Milton-Freewater police with the
arrest of Aurelio Rodriguez-Vil-
lalobos, no age available, on a
warrant for felon in possession of
a firearm.

Bennett reported all three
defendants are members or affil-
iates of the same gang.

Diaz, of Milton-Freewater,
was shot multiple times July 31,
2015 in a drive-by shooting at a
residence in Milton-Freewater.
He was flown to Oregon Health
& Science University in Portland
where he was pronounced dead
the next day.

Cantu is in the Walla Walla
County Jail on $1 million bond.
Jimenez is there on a $20,000
bond. Police booked Rodri-
guez-Villalobos into the Umatilla
County Jail, Pendleton, but within
an hour he posted bail on his
$20,000 bond and is now out.

Contact  Phil

Wright — at

department’s  career

criminal

to Umatilla County to assist

pwright@eastoregonian.com  or
541-966-0833.

BOARDMAN
City raises sewer, water rates

By GEORGE PLAVEN
East Oregonian

Boardman City Council voted
Tuesday to raise sewer and water
rates for the first time since 2008.

Base rates will increase by $1.50
for water and $2.50 for sewer on
July 1. Both resolutions passed 5-1,
with councilors David Jones voting
no and Brenda Profitt absent.

Community Development
Director Barry Beyeler said the rate
hikes are meant to keep up with
increasing operational and capital
costs for the two systems. The city
also plans to break ground on proj-
ects identified in its water master
plan, which was completed late last
year.

City Manager Karen Pettigrew
that work will include line replace-
ments and extensions.

“You can’t not do the things that
are good business,” Pettigrew said.

Residential water rates will start
at $16.50 a month for homes within
city limits, with a base of 7,000

gallons. The city charges 44 cents
for every thousand gallons over the
base. The base charge for homes
outside city limits is $24 with an
overage fee of 63 cents per thousand
gallons.

Sewer fees will also increase to
$27.50 per unit within city limits,
and $40 per unit outside the city.

After the meeting, Jones said he
realizes the city is moving forward
on a major infrastructure overhaul,
but was in favor of holding off at
least one more year before raising
rates.

“I just didn’t think it was neces-
sary, with everything we’re getting
from the port, to do it this year,”
Jones said.

In other business, the council also
passed a resolution authorizing new
stop signs to be put up at the west-
bound lane of Southwest Pheasant
Court; the westbound lane of South-
west Falcon Court; the westbound
lane of Southwest Sage Street; and
the eastbound lane of Northeast
Davaly Lane.
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